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CHAPTER III 


REVIEW OF THE ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE EAST -INDIA 
COMPANY, FROM THE REVOLUTION, IN 1 688-89, TO THE 
UNION OF THE LONDON AND ENGLISH EAST-INDIA COM- 
PANIES, IN I 7 O 8 . 


INTRODUCTION. 

CONTENTS. 

The affairs of the East-India Company, aftei' the Revolution, in- CHAP. HI. 
fluenced more hy political events in Europe, than by events in the Indies, tnoodu^on. 

Comparison g/f the circumstances of the East-India Company, 

in the preceding reigns, and at the accession of King William 

Review of the political and commercial relations of England, during the 

reign of King William and Queen Mary Relative circumstances 

of England, and of the European States, at the formation if the 

Grand Alliance Treaties formed to support this Alliance. 

General Congress at the Hague. Rrference to the 
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CHAP. 111. evfnUs in the general war in Europe First oppearan^ of the ne- 

Introduciiott. gQtiations which terminated in the Treaty of Ryswick. Subsequent 

alliances of England,founded on this treaty ^ to prevent the preponderanee 

of France, by an indirect annexation of Spain to that monarchy 

First Partition Treaty. Second Partition Treaty Louis 

XIF., on the death of the King of Spain, asserts the claim of the Duke 

of Anjou to that Crown Treaties formed by King William, on tMs 

event, to preserve the independence of Europe Political 'and comr 

mercial relations of Queen Anne, during the first Jive years of her 

reign The Queen continues the measures of King William, and 

conforms to the Grand Alliance Treaties between England, Por- 

tugal, the Archduke Charles (as King of Spain), and the States Gene- 
ral, with the same object Treaty of commerce between England 

and Portugal. Rference to the events in the progress of the 

general war. Effects intended to he produced in trade, by the 

Treaty of Barcelona ; Reference to the Sketch, in the preceding 

Chapter, of the political and commercial characters of the Powers in the 
Edit- Indies, during the last twenty years of the reign of Aurungzebe. 



INTRODUCTION. 


If the events, detailed in the second period of the Annals of CHAP.iir. 
the London £ast-lndia Company, arose chiefly out of the wars, intnd^n. 
between the greater Powers in Hindostan, the events, in the Theaftairiof 

’ the East-In- 

period which we are about to review* will be found to have diaCompany, 

after the Re- 

originated, chiefly, in the political relations produced in Europe, 
by the change in the Government of England, under King 
William and Queen Mary. These events occurred, at the time jhg„^ev°enij 
when the empire of Aurungzebe was in its greatest vigour 
and extent, and they close, when the death of that Mogul left 
Hindostan, without any paramount power, and when the rela- 
tions of the European nations, trading to the East-Indies, 
were so completely changed, that they led to treaties, politi- 
cal and marine, for settling the Balance of Power, and of 
trade. 

It wiU, therefore, be indispcnsalde, in looking at the cir- comparison 
cumstances in which the London Company were placed, when cumsuncer* 
opposed by a domestic rival, or the English Company, and when ind/aComp'a* 
this rival was ultimately compelled to unite its interests with preceding^ 

B 2 them. 
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CHAP. 111. 


Introductian, 

reigns, and at 
the accession 
of King Wil- 
liam. 


Review of 
the political 
and commer- 
cial relations 
of England, 
during the 
reign of King 
William and 
Queen Mary. 


them, to trace the political and commercial relations, between 
England and the Maritime Powers of Europe, that we may 
discover the sources of the delegated authority, which either of 
those Companies could exercise, at the period of their Union. 

During the reigns which preceded the Revolution in Eng- 
land, the sovereigns acted, sometimes to preserve the political 
balance of Europe, against the encroachments of France, at 
other times, to strengthen the preponderance of this monarchy : 
— the periods between these extremes of conduct were short, 
and the effects, happily, precarious. 

The conduct, of Charles II. and James II., favoured 
the French schemes of aggrandizement, and gave to that mo- 
narchy opportunities to add districts to each of its frontiers, 
particularly to stretch out its ancient limits into Flanders and 
Brabant, and to narrow the barrier between France and 
the United States of the Netherlands. The danger from this 
innovation became alarming, for it was foreseen, that the sub- 
jugation of the States General would give to France the 
command of the coasts, from which its armaments and its ship- 
ping might acquire the control, if not the possession of the com- 
merce, in the Narrow Seas, and of the North of Europe. 

The elevation, therefore, of King William and Queen Mary 
to the throne of England, is rather to be considered as an event, 
which the conduct of Charles II., in the last Dutch war, and the 
obsequiousness of James II. to Louis XIV. occasioned, than as 
the result of ambition in the Prince of Orange, or of versatility 
in the English diaracter. 


This 
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The Revolution, at first, produced rather unfavourable 
effects on the commerce of the London East-India Company, 
and, in fact, for a time, continued to be viewed with anxiety 
by the Directors ; — this impressRon arose from a jealousy 
of the Dutch Company, which led to an opinion that 
the new Government in England might favour, rather than 
check the encroachments of that people. The London Com- 
pany did not, at this juncture, anticipate, that a new rival 
would arise in England, more formidable to their rights, 
than the Dutch had been to their trade ; and yet, in the sequel, 
this event will be found to be the time source of that union of 
mercantile interests, in the trade to the East-Indies, which more 
positively depressed the schemes of the Interlopers, than either 
authority, or a sense of national interest, had hitherto been able 
to effect ; for it terminated in the establishment of The Umted 
Coinpany of Merchants of England, trading to the East-Indies. 

A retrospect of the political and commercial state of Eu- 
rope, therefore, will lay open the real sources of the exertions 
in England, to acquire and to preserve a proportion of the 
Asiatic trade, and to resist that power, which the consolidation 
of his empire in the East gave to Aurungzebe. 

In bringing into view, in the most concise manner, the 
political and commercial relations of Great Britain, with the 
European Maritime Powers, from the Revolution to the esta- 
blishment of the United Company, we shall discover the 
foundation of the claims of the London East-India Company, 
for protection, from the Crown and from the Legislature, and 

the 
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‘ claims of the new Adventurers in the East-India trade, to 

intnduction. become a more efficient East-India Company, possessed of rights 
founded on an Act of the Legislature. 

Relative cir- During this eventful period, it will appear, that the 

cumstancesof 

England, and treaties, between Great Britain and the European States, were 

of ihe other , ^ ^ 

European directed to two gneat objects, an opposition to the French 

States, at the ^ ^ 

formation of scheme of Universal monarchy, and the combination of re- 

the Grand 

Alliance. sourccs, to resist this common enemy of their independence 
and trade ; — hence, a mere reference to those public transactions 
will explain the sources of the politics of King William, to 
strengthen the one, and to combine tlie other. 

At the time when the Prince of Orange connected his 
authority with the general sense of the English nation, and 
brought it to be a party in the Grand Alliance, Louis XIV. was 
successfully invading Germany, laying waste Bavaria and the 
Palatinate, and apparently breaking down the outposts of the 
di.sjointcd Germanic Confederacy ; but, in these aggressions, 
he did not foresee, that the weight of England and of Holland 
would be thrown into the scale, against France ; or that a new 
alliance would arise, to check his progress, on the Flemish and 
German frontiers of his dominions.^*) 

Treaties Spain, in this political situation of Europe, was governed 

support this by Philip IV., whose incapacity threw obstacles in the way of 

Alliance. 

the 


(1) — Original Ratifications, by the Emperor and by the States General, of the Act of 
Admission of King William, as a Party in the Grand Alliance, concluded at Vienna, 12th 
May idsg^ between the Emperor and the Slates General, (Preserved in the State Papoc 
Office, Whitehall.) 
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the general alliance against France, notwithstanding the able CHAP. ill. 
administration of Grana and Castaniga, his Governors of the Low JaiioUuction. 
Countries, and the talents of Rohquillo, his Ambassador in Eng- 
land : — Whence the elevation of King William to the Throne was 
an event, equally important to Spain, to the Netherlands, to 
Holland, and to Great Britain. Under these eircumstances, the 
Dutch became sensible, after the French had taken Luxem- 
burg, that the Treaty of Nimeguen was only a temporary 
expedient of France, and that they must either support the 
measures of King William, and levy troops from Brandenbnrgh, 

Hesse, &c., to form an efficient army to act with the Confe- 
derates, in repelling the invasions, by France, of the countries 
bordering on their narrow territority, and of that territory 
itself, or expect subjugation ; for the French had already 
published a manifesto, on the 28th October 1688, which was 
deemed by the States equivalent to a declaration of hostilities, 
and which drew from the States, a formal Declaration of War 
against France, in March 1689. 

On the 13th April 1689, the Elector of Brandenbnrgh 
entered into the alliance against France, and prohibited supplies 
of naval or military stores being furnished, from the countric.s 
under his government, to the enemies of the Germanic liber- 
ties.(*^ 

On the 29th April 1689, England and Holland formed a 
Marine Treaty against France, on the basis of the treaty of the 

3d March 

tO-"“Copy of the Elector of Brandeoburgh’i Edict, relative to the War with France, 

Hath 1689. (State Paper Office.) 
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CHAP. III . 3d March 1678> and agreed to unite their fleets in the Mediter* 
Introduction, raneaii, the Irish Channel, and the North Seas.(*^ 

On the 3d May 1689, the King of Spain declared war 
against Francc,(*> and on the 7th May, King William also 
declared war, on the grounds of the infraction of the treaty 
regarding Newfoundland, and the seizure of English property 
and subjects in America.^^) 

On the ]2th May 1689, the Emperor and the States General 
formed an Ofiensive and Defensive Treaty of Alliance against 
France, by which they stipulated, that they would employ their 
joint forces to repel its aggressions, whether on the Empire, 
or on the United Provinces, and continue hostilities, till the 
French King should be brought to the observance of the terms 
of the Treaties of Osnaburgh, Munster, Westphalia, and the 
Pyrenees the States General invited King William to ac- 
cede to this Treaty, which accession, in the most formal man- 
ner, was dated 9th September 1689.(*> 

On the 22d August 1689, the King and States General, 
by treaty, adopted the most vigorous measures, r^arding the 

trading 

(1) -Original Treaty for the combination of the English and Dutch flsetg againil 
France, 29th April lO'Sp, (State Paper Office.) 

(2) — Tindal’s Continuation of Rapin, vol. i. page 89. 

(a)— Copy of King William’s Declaration of War against France, rtb Mey 
(State Paper Office.) 

( 4 )— Attested Copy of the Treaty of Grand Alliance against France, between (he 
Emperor and the States General, dated Vienna, 12th May 1689.— Original Ralificationg 
by the Emperor and States General, of King Wdliam’g Acceggion to the Grand AUiance' 
dated 20th and 23 d December 1669. (State Paper Office.) 
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trading interests of France, with the object of lessening the c hap, lu . 
resources by which that country could prosecute the war ; for introducim. 
it was agreed, that the Dutch and Fnglish squadrons should 
Uockade the ports of France ; that the subjects of England and 
Holland should be prohibited from all commerce with that king- 
dom ; that they should seize on all French property found in the 
'\'essels of other nations, sailing to French ports, and that such 
■vessels should become lawful prizes. 

To strengthen this treaty, a more general one, of AI- 
iiance and Defence, was concluded between the King and the 
■States General, on the 24th August 1689, confirming all the 
treaties, from that of Breda, in 1667, to the treaty prohibiting 
commerce with France, dated only two days preceding this last 
-treaty.^®) 

For the general support of the war, subsidiary treaties were 
■entered into, between the King and the States General, with the 
Duke of Brunswick Wolfeinbuttle, the Protestant Cantons of 
'Switzerland, the Duke of Savoy, and tlie King of Denmark. 

These events prepared' many of the Princes of Europe, by General Con- 

gress at the 

4:heir attendance^ personally, or by their Ambassadors, for the Hague. 
Congress held at the Hague, in January 1690-91, at which King 
VOL. Ml. C William, 

(Ij— Original Full Powers from the States General, to negotiate a Treaty with England, 

5th August 1689. Original Treaty (and Ratification by the States General) between Eng- 

land and Holland, for interrupting the Commerce of France, 22d August 1()89. (State 
Paper Office.) 

(2)— Original Treaty (and Ratification by the States General) between England and 
JHolland, for renewal of former Treaties, dated 24 tb August itfsp. (State Paper Office.) 
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CHAP. HI . William, in energetic language, laid open the schemes of Erance 
JntrodiiHion. for nuiTersal subjugation, and brought this illustrious assembly 
to consent to bring an army of two hundred and twenty thou- 
sand men into the field, against the common enemy of the tran- 
quillity and liberties of Europe. 

Tlie Elector of Mentz, whose dominions were more imme- 
diately exposed to the depredations of the French armies, joined 
the Grand Alliance, on the 24th April 1691, as did the Elector 
of Bavaria, on the 3d May 1691. 

To prepare the allies for commencmg the war, treaties were 
formed, between England and Denmark, and between Denmark 
and Holland, to prevent supplies of naval stores being sent to 
France, from the Baltic ; by which Denmark was to be placed 
upon the same footing, with regard to France, as Sweden had 
been, that is, that passports were to be given by the Chancery 
at Copenhagen, to ascertain that, the goods (not contraband) 
were Danish property, and that the Danish ships should not be 
employed in transporting naval stores, from one port in France 
to another. 

The 


(l) — ^Tindal, vol. i. page l64; 

^2)— Original Act of Accession of Ansehn Francis^ Elector of Mentz^ to the Treaty of 
Grand Alliance, dated 24th April 1691.-— — Original Act of Accession of Maximilian 
Emanuel, Elector of Bavaria, to the Treaty of Grand Alliance, dated 3d May 1^1. (State 
Paper Office.) 

(3)— Original Ratification, by Christian V. King of Denmark, dated 19th December 
1691, of the Convention concluded at Copenhagen, between England, Holland, andDen^^ 
mark, relative to the interruption of French Commerce. (State Paper Office.) 
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The measures of King Wiliam, in connecting with the cHA p. m. 
Grand Alliance, by treaties, the Elector of Saxony, the Duke introduction, 
of Srunswick Wolfembuttle, the Bishop of Munster, and the 
King of Denmark, (each of whom were to furnish contingents 
of troops for the grand army), discover, that the great object of 
the King was to bring the good sense of the European Powers to 
view, in its proper light, the importance of preserving the liber- 
ties of the Germanic Empire, and those of the Maritime Powers, 
or England, Holland, and Spain. 

To the energy and vigour of the King, at this crisis, may 
be attributed the division of power between France and the 
other European Sovereignties, and the placing them in, what 
has been emphatically termed, a balance : — it was by the preser- 
vation of this balance, from copying the political principles of 
the King, that the Germanic Empire, from its head to its most 
subordinate chiefs, for a century after the period we are review- 
ing, maintained its constitution and the States General, and 
Great-Britain, their influence on the Continent ; and might still 
have continued to maintain them, had the Continental Powers, 
who were parties in the Grand Alliance, either been true to 
themselves, or faithful to their engagements with Great-Britain. 

It would be foreign from the Annals of the London East- Reference to 

^ T !• events iii 

C 2 India the general 


(t)->Original Treaties^ and Subsidiary Conventions, between England, ihe Emperor, 
the States General, the Elector of Saxony, the Duke of Brunswick Wolfembuttle, the 
Bishop of Munster, and the King of Denmark; and original Acts of Accession of the 
latter Powers, to the Treaty of Grand Alliance; dated 23 d May, l 3 lh June, yih August 
1694, 18 th March 1694-95, 3 d December 1696. (State Paper Office). 



12 


INTRODUCTION. 


chap. III . India Company to enter into any detail of the naval and military 
hifoduciion. gyents, which occurred in this general war, farther than to refer 
lope. them, as the sources of the Treaty of Ryswick, which, by 

affecting the general commercial interests of England and Hol- 
land, remotely influenced the proceedings of the London East- 
India Company, and of its foreign rivals, (Holland, Portugal, 
and the beginning commerce of France) in the countries within 
the Company’s limits. 

At the commencement of hostilities, and during the first' 
years of the war, the French made considerable conquests in 
the Low Countries, and had still a more marked superiority in 
Catalonia and in Italy; but, after the naval victory off La 
Hogue, in 16*92, and when the French Court observed, that the 
confidence of the Confederates in King William, rendered it 
impracticable to detach the Allies from each other, by separate 
treaties, Louis XIV. endeavoured to sound, first in 1693, and 
next in 1695, the dispositions of the Dutch towards pacification; 
conceiving, that as their resources depended on trade, they 
would be more ready to listen to measures for their immediate 
interests, than to prospects of distant, though of greater safety. 

The character of the Dutch, with respect to internal factions, 
had, however, been altered from what it had been at the Treaty 
of Niineguen, because their Stadtholder was become King of 
England; and the French Court were fully aware, that it would 
be difficult to withdraw them from the English connexion, 
though it might be possible, through them, either to discover 

the 
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the King’s intentions, or to dispose^the commercial part of liis c hap, iii . 

subjects to a termination of the war. introducinm. 

The death of Queen Mary, in 1G94, had placed the appear- 

^ ances of the 

English and the Dutch in a situation, where the internal tran- negoti.itions, 

^ which termi- 

quillity of both countries depended on the King’s • life, and the f***® 

Court of France were aware, that the Grand Alliance rested on Ry8wi«k 
the same circumstance. Louis XIV., therefore, from the success 
which attended the Allies, by the recapture of Namur, in 1695, 
and from their conquests on his northern frontier, began se-* 
riously to think of opening a treaty, and sent M. CuUieres to 
the Hague, with* propositions to negotiate, while M. d’Avaux 
was pressing the King of Sweden to interpose, as mediator, and 
though not openly, yet sufficiently discovering the intention of 
Louis XIV., to acknowledge King William as King of England ; 
for the Dutch were allowed to take the opinion of their allies, and, 
on this basis, the States General consented to treat for peace. 

As prcliminari^, the States demanded the restitution of 
Strasburgh and Luxemburg, to which M. Calliercs consented) 
on condition Lorraine should be restored to its Duke. The 
delay occasioned by these conferences, enabled the French to 
make a separate peace with the Duke of Savoy, in 1696, and 
thus to break one link of the Grand Alliance. It was in this 
state of the belligerent powers, that it was agreed, the King 
of Sweden should act as General Mediator; Ryswick, a village 
near the Hague, was fixed on, as the place of meeting, and 
I..ord Pembroke, Lord Lexington, Lord Villiers, and Sir 

Joseph 
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CHA^i. Joseph Williamson,, were appointed Ambassadors, by Commis- 
hitndwHim. siou, dated 16th February 1696-97. 

The Treaty of Ryswick was signed on the 20th September 
1697 , of which the substance is ; — the re-establishment of 
France and England in their respective possessions reference 
to commissioners, of the disputes regarding Hudson’s Bay;— 
France to have re-possession of the places taken in Hudson’s 
Bay by the English ; — a declaration, that no assistance should 
be adhrded to the King’s Enemies, resident in France ; — and 
the restoration of the King’s interests in the Principality of 
Orange ; leaving it to each Sovereign to include his allies within 
six months. 

The Emperor continued to negotiate with France, but on 
the 30th October 1697, acceded to the Treaty of Ryswick, and 
accepted Friburgh and Brisac, as an equivalent for Stras- 
burgh. 

The King, having re-established peace with the Powers 
connected with his dominions, and those of the States Ge- 
neral, (taking an extensive view of the political interests 
of the European nations, whose tranquillity depended on 
the Empire of Germany continuing in a situation to re- 
sist any future aggressions of France,) turned his attention 

to 

( 1 )— (Copy)— Commission and Instructions to the English Plenipotentiaries for nego^ 
tiatiiig the Treaty of Ryswick. i6th and 23 d February 1696-97. (Slate Paper OflSce.) 

( 3 )— Original Ratification, dated 3 d October 1697 . by Looia XIV. King of France, of 
the Treaty of Ryswick, 20th September 1697, (State Paper OfiBce.) 

( 3 )— (Copy)— King William's Act of Inclusion of bia Allies in the Treaty of Ryswick, 
18 th November 1697. (State Paper Office.) 
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to the long subsisting wars between Turkey and Germany, 
that he might place the Emperor of the latter country in Intrnduetion. 
circumstances to repel, with elFect, the farther encroach- 
ments of France, either on his hereditary dominions, or on 
those of the lesser Princes and States, acknowledging him as. 
their Chief. 

To accomplish an object so difficult, as a pacification be- 
tween the sovereigns of Turkey and Germany, Lord Paget was 
instructed to ofier the mediation the King and of the States 
General, through the Grand Vizier, to the Porte : — after long 
conferences with the ministers of both Powers, the peace of 
Carlowitz was signed, cm the 26th of January 1699, by which 
the Emperor had ceded to him all his late acquisitions in the 
war, the Poles got Kaminieck, the Russians obtained Asoph, 
cmder a truce of two years, and the Venetians had the Morea, 
and part of Dalmatia. 

Though the Treaty of Ryswick had apparently restored 
peace to Europe, King William and the States General seemed 
to have been fully aware feven at the time it was nego- »•>« Treaty, 
tiating} that the restless and ambitious projects of France f®* 
would induce it to attempt farther conquests. As the King of 
Sweden had been the mediator in the Treaty of Ryswick, the 

States Monarchy. 

(1)— Tranftlation of Letter from the Grand Vizier to King William^ relative to bis 

Mediation between Turkey and Germany, 1698. Letter from King William to the 

Emperor of Germany, offering his Mediation between Germany and Turkey, J2th March 
1696-99^'— Commission and Instructions to Lord Paget, to act as Mediator in the Nego- 
tiation for Peace between Germany and Turkey, dated 15 th March 1698-99. (State Paper 
Office,)— Tindafs Continuation of Rapin, vol. i., page 396, 
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CHAP. Ill, States General, as a measure of precaution, formed a De- 
iniroduction. fensive Alliance with that Grown, on the 12th February 1698, 
to which the King of England was invited to accede : — 
the Accession of the King is dated at the Hague, 14th May 
1698. By this 'treaty (which was to remain secret) the three 
Powers stipulated, that each should protect the others dominions 
arid interests in ’Europe, against any aggression, and that this 
agreement should be deemed the basis of a more specific treaty, 
connecting their interests in the most positive and full manner. 

It is probable, that this treaty, and the circumstance of 
its being kept secret, originated in apprehensions of farther 
schemes of France for conquests in Italy, Germany, and Flan- 
ders ; for an opinion, at this time, began to prevail, that, in 
Ihe event of the death of the King of 'Spain, notwithstanding 
■all the precautions which had been taken at his accession to 
the throne, Louis XIV. would claim, in right of succession, 
the Crown of Spain for the Dauphin, and thus concentrate, 
under one monarchy, the kingdoms of France and Spain, with 
their dependencies in Europe, and in the Indies ; — the Grand 
Alliance, therefore, to check the aggrandizement of the French 
Monarchy, and the Treaty of Ryswick, in which the war 
had terminated, had sufficiently instructed Louis XIV. and 
his ministers, that an immediate and open avowal of the scheme 

of 


(l)— Original Treaty of Defensive Alliance, between England, Holland, and Sweden, 
concluded at the Hague, I4ih May l6g8, with the original Ratifications of King William^ 
and. of Charles XI. King of Sweden, dated May and 3d June 169s. (State Paper 
Office.) 
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of uniting the two kingdoms of Prance and Spain under one cna p.^i. 
Sovereign, must again lead to another general alliance, and 
induce the Imperial Family to forget its dissatisfaction with that 
treaty, that it might more effectually bring forward its claims on 
the Crown of Spain, and afford an opportunity, which the 
general peace gave to Louis XIV., by finesse and intrigues, to 
realize his intentions. 

The French King, thus, foresaw, tliat an open attempt to 
acquire the Crown of Spain for his family, under all the cir- 
cumstances of Europe, would necessarily bring on a general war, 
for which the resources of France were not prepared. 

This politic Monarch, therefore, knowing that King Wil- 
lianj had established the Balarice of Power, granted a commission 
to the Count de Tallard, on the 19th August 1698, (who was 
vested also with a commission from the Dauphin) to negotiate a 
secret treaty, by which, in the event of the death of the Catholic 
King, Louis XIV. and the Dauphin were to renounce their 
claims of succession to the Crown of Spain, and to transfer them 
to the Prince of Bavaria, nephew to the Dauphin, whom failing, 
to the Elector and to his descendants. This project was intended 
to deceive the King and the Powers of Europe, but indirectly 
to place Spain at the disposal of France. King William en- 
couraged this finesse, because it brought Louis XIV. into the 
dilemma, that if lie adhered to it, Europe would be more in 
safety ; if he broke it, a Grand Alliance might again be formed, 
because the contingent death of the Prince of Bavaria would be 
more favourable to the claims of the Emperor of Germany; and 
VOL. Ill, D therefore 
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therefore appointed the Earl of Portland and Sir Joseph Wil- 
jntrodHcnon. lianftson to treat with the French commissioners. 

First Parii- The treaty, which was the result of this sin^lar and im- 

tionTieaty. ® 

portant negotiation, is, in history, denominated the “ JRrst 
“ Partition Treaty^* and in ' substance is, — that the Dauphin 
of France, in consideration of renouncing all claims on the 
Crown of Spain and its dependencies in the Indies, should re- 
ceive, in full right, the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily; — ^that 
the Electoral Prince of Bavaria should succeed to the Crown 
of Spain, and its dependencies ; — and that the Duchy of Mil an 
should be given to the Archduke Charles, the Emperor’s second 
son. (*> 

Notwithstanding this apparent arrangement of the affairs 
of Europe, King William formed a treaty of Defensive Alliance 
with Sweden, on the 16 th January I7OO, to which the States 
General afterwards acceded, bearing in substance, — ^that the 
contracting poivers not only agreed to defend their respective 
dominions, but that Sweden would protect the free navigation 

of 


(1) — Original Commissions from Louis XIV., and Louis, Dauphin of France, to Count 

Tallard, to negotiate with England and the States General, dated 19th August 1698 

Original Commission from King William to the Earl of Portland and Sir Joseph Williamson, 
to treat with the French Ministers, dated 2Ist September 1698. (State Paper Otfice.) 

(2) — Original Treaty between England, the Stales General, and France, for settling 
the Succession to the Crown of Spain, denominated the First Partition Treaty, with the 
original Separate and Secret Articles, concluded at the Hague, llth October 1^8.—— 
Original Ratification of the States General of the First Partition Treaty, 2dth October 1^8. 
(State Paper Office.) 
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of the Baltic, and Great Britain that of the British Seas, and chap, m . 
that this defence was to extend to the dominions and trade of iniroiucuon. 
the two nations, both at home and abroad. The object of this 
treaty was, to maintain the Treaties of Munster, Nimcguen, 
and Ryswick, for preserving the liberties of Europe. <*> 

The young Prince of Bavaria, upon whom the succession Second ram- 
to the Spanish Crown had been settled, having died on the 6th 
February 1699, the same motives which led to the Mrst Par- 
tition Treaty, opened the negotiations for the Second : — the 
leading object was, as in the first treaty, to prevent the king- 
doms of France and Spain from being united under the House 
of Bourbon; an evil suspended, only, by the precarious life of 
His Catholic Majesty. The Second Partition Treaty was signed 
at London, on the 3d, and at the Hague, on the 26th March 
1700 , and, in substance, coincided with the First Partition 
Treaty, with the following additions : — ^that besides the coun- 
tries to be given to the Dauphin, as previously enumerated, he 
was to have the Duchies of Lorraine and Barr ; — Milan to be 
given to the Duke of Lorraine, as a compensation ; — and the 
Archduke Charles to receive the Crown of Spain, and its de- 
pendencies, under the same conditions us intended for the Prince 
of Bavaria.^®) 

D 2 This 

(1) — Original Treaty of strict Alliance between Great Britain and Sweden, dated 1 0 th 
January 1699-1700, and original Ratification of Charles XII., King of Sweden, dated 10th 
March 1699-1700. (State Paper Office.) 

(2) — Original Commissions from the King of France to Count Tallard, and from the 
States General to their Deputies, to negotiate the Second Partition Treaty, dated 21 st 

January 
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CHAP. III. This Second Partition Treaty, though solemnly and pub- 

Introduction, licly ratified by Louis XIV. and the Dauphin, proved to have 
been a mere deception on the part of the French Court, and it 
deceived the greatest part of Europe, till the death of the King of 
Spain, on the 1st November, disclosed all the secret schemes of 
the Court of France ; for, by the will of the Spanish Monarch, 
the Crown of Spain was left to the Duke of Anjou, the second 
son of the Dauphin, %vhom failing, to the Duke de Berri, the 
third, and the Archduke was to become heir only in failure of 
these French Princes 

Louis XIV., When Louis XIV. heard of the death of the King of 

on the death 

of the King Spain, he hesitated, for a short time, between the acceptance 

of Spaio, as- 

sens the Qf tjjg Crowii of Spain, for the Duke of Anjou, and an affected 

claim ot the 

Duke of An- adherence to the Partition Treaty ; but, in a short time, de- 

jou to tnat 

Crown. clared his acceptance of the will of the late King of Spain, and 
sent the Duke to take possession of the throne, recommending 
to him the just administration of his government, but never to 
forget that he was a Prince of France. O 

The Spaniards, in consequence of the Partition Treaty, 
though they foresaw that war would be declared against them, by 
the Emperor, by England, and by the States General, acquiesced 

in 

January iGgg-l/OO, and 26th Marclt 1700. Original Treaty between King William, the 

States General, and Louis XIV. for settling the Succession to the Crown of Spain, denomi- 
nated the Second Partition Treaty, with the Separate and Secret Articles, dated 3d March 
1699-1700. Original Ratifications, by Louis XIV. and the States General, of the Se- 

cond Partition Treaty, and of the Separate and Secret Articles, dated 25th March and gth 
April J700. (Slate Paper Office.) 

(I) — TindaJ, vol. pages 425 — 428. 
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in the will ; but the Emperor refused to acknowledge it, and it cuAP.n. 
was at this crisis, that the Spanish Netherlands, (the theatre Tntroduciion. 
of so many wars and so many sieges,) and the Duchy of Milan, 
received Fi*ench garrisons into their towns/') 

Unprepared for so sudden a reverse, either by a military Treaties 

* * ^ formed by 

force to resist, or by confederacies to supply this want, the KingWiUi- 

am on this 

States General wrote to the King of F/ance, acknowledging event, to p.e- 

serve the iu« 

the Duke of Anjou, as sovereign of Spain and the Netherlands. 

In the evening, therefore, of his life. King William saw 
the danger thickening over the European nations, wliich it had 
been the labor of so many years, lx>th as Stadtholdcr, and as 
King of England, to avert j — and France, which for two hundred 
years had struggled to gain possession of the Spanish Nether- 
lands, now acquired them by an incident, prepared to crush 
the States General, and to render Great Bi'itain, instead of a 
rival, one of the secondary powers of Europe.^®) 

It was in this unforeseen situation of the affairs of Europe, 
that the King found it indispensable to provide, by an act of 
the British Legislature, for the succession to the Throne in a 
Protestant Prince, whose interests Avould be opposed to those 
of France, as he foresaw, that the rc-cstablishment of the 
Stuarts would again render Britain subservient to the aggi’an- 
dizement of France : — under these circumstances, the King 
summoned a Parliament, which passed the Act of Succession in 

the 


(1) — Tindal, vol. i, page 431. 

(2) — Ibid, page 410. 
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CHAP. 1 1, the Protestant Line, which received the RoyaJ Assent on the 
Itttroduction. 12th June 

To provide, farther, for the independence of Europe, and 
to prevent France from acquiring the United Provinces and 
the North of Germany, a treaty was formed, between England) 
the States General, and Denmark, dated at Copenhagen, the 
15th June 1701, on the basis of the Defensive Treaties of the 
3d November 1690, and of the 3d December 1696, which, 
besides a mutual guaranty of possessions, stipulated the pro- 
portion of force which each of the contracting parties were 
to furnish. To this treaty, the Emperor, the King of Prussia, 
the House of Lunenburgh, and the Landgi’ave of Hesse 
Casscl, were to be invited to aecede.^-> 

On the basis of this treaty, a more specific Treaty of Al- 
liance, between King William, the States General, and the 
Emperor, was concluded at the Hague, on the 7th September 
1701 , which, in substance, bears ; — that, in the event of 
])acific reinoiistrances jiroviug inefiectual, the contracting parties 
were to employ their forces, by sea and land, to compel France 
and Spain to recognize the rights of the Imperial Family to 
the Netherlands and the Duchy of Milan, and, particularly; 
to recover from France, the barrier of the Low Countries : — 

England 

(l)— l.orils’ Journals, vol, xvi., page 73S. 

Original Treaty of Defensive Alliance, and Secret Articles, between England, 

Holland, and Denmark, concluded at Copenhagen, 1 5th June 1 701. Original Ratification, 

by Frederic IV. King of Denmark, of the Treaty of Defensive Alliance, and Secret 
Articles between England, Holland, and Denmark, 31st July 1701. (State Paper 
Office.) 
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England and the States General, under this treaty, were to CHAP.if. 
take possession of such portions of the Spanish Indies, as each introduction^ 
could acquire, and the allies more particularly stipulated, that 
France should not get possession of the Spanish Indies, or 
have liberty of commerce in them : — On the 18th February 
1702, the King of Prussia acceded to this Treaty of Grand 
Alliance.^) 

The last political measure of King William, regarding the 
Continent, was to engage the associated Circles of tlie Rhine, 
Franconia and Suabia, to contribute their contingent of sixteen 
thousand men for the common defence, for which the Maritime 
Powers, in consideration of the narrow means of some of those 
Circles, were to furnish them with supplies, to enable the 
troops of that part of the Empire, to act for the defence of 
Europe.(®> 

The foundations, thus, were laid, for a new alliance; but the 
parties were changed, Spain being thrown into the scale with 
France, and new wars in Europe were expected to arise, on the 
death of King William, which happened on the 8th March- 

1702-3 ; 

(1) — (Copy) Treaty of Alliance between the Emperor, King William, anJ the 
States General, concluded at the Hague, yth September 1701.— Original Treaty of 
Offensive and Defensive Alliance, between England, Holland, and Prussia, 30th December 
1701.— — Original Act of Accession, dated 18th February 1 701-2, of Frederic I., King 
of Prussia, to the Treaty of Grand Alliance, of the 7th September 1701. (Si3te Paper 
Office.) 

(2) — (Copy) Articles of the Admission of the Associated Circles of the Empire into' 
the Grand Alliance of the 7th September 1701, dated at Nordlingen, 22d March 1701-2; 

(State Paper Office.) 
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CHAP. III. 1702-3, when wars in England, itself, were anticipated, on 
Introduction, principles more marked than those of York and Lancaster, 
because, in this age, the art of war promised issues, equally 
bloody and more disastrous 

Political and The opinions of the Continental Powers, respecting the 

commercial ^ 

relation? of Jing of couduct which Quccn Anne, on her accession, might 
Queen Anne, _ . 

fir«five*'ears her political connexions, were expressed according to 

of her reign. reliance which each had upon England, under King William, 
and according to the hopes and fears entertained of the perma- 
nency of the Queen’s government. 

On comparing the situation of Europe, at the close of the 
reigns of Charles II. and James II., with its actual situation at the 
death of King William, it was impossible not to look forward to 
one ot two events ; either that England might again become an 
instrument in the hands of Louis XIV., to facilitate his project 
of extending the limits and influence of France ^as he had now 
Spain and the Spanish Indies indirectly at his disposal, and a 
considerable proportion of Italy), or that he would, in the 
event of the Queen’s following up the politieal measures of 
King William, endeavour to excite a civil war in favor of 
a male descendant of King James II. In either case, it was 
naturally concluded, that the power and influence of England 
would be diminished, and could not become the source of a 
general idliance against France, or even an cflicient auxili- 
ary in it , it was also anticipated, that the former opposition 
between the British and Dutch commerce would revive, both in 
Europe and in the Indies, and that this opposition might be 

worked 
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worked on, in these countries,' to weaken the efforts of each chap. hi . 
against the common enemy of both; — ^it was, also, not less tni’o^uciion. 
natural to anticipate, that a Princess, who had, hitherto, had 
no opportunity of discovering her knowledge of public affairs, 
or any bias towards particular States in Europe, would be little 
qualified to succeed a monarch, bred up to meet, and to overcome, 
difiiculties in war and in politics, and deservedly considered to be 
the only potentate, able to counterbalance the projects, and 
encreased power, of France. 

This suspension of opinion was, in two days, happily dissi- 
pated ; for the Queen, in her first speech to Parliament, not 
only declared her resolution to maintain the religion, laws, and 
liberties of her kingdom, but that too much could not be done 
for the encouragement of her allies, and to reduce within 
bounds, the exorbitant power of France.^') 

On the basis of this resolution, the Earl of Marlborough The Queen 

continues the 

was sent to the Hague, with a declaration of the Queen’s adhe- measure* of 
^ King Willi- 

rence to the Grand Alliance, and to obtain from the States am, and con- 

forms to the 

General, and from the Emperor, a separate article, recognizing Umnd Aiii- 
the Queen’s right to the Crown of England.^®^ 

This transaction was followed by a still more public mea- 
sure, founded on the treaty of Grand Alliance, or that two 
voi,. III. E months 

(1) — Lords’ Journals, vol. xvii, page 68. 

(2) — Original Articles between the Queen, the Emperor, and the States General, dated 
12th April 1/02, explanatory of the Treaty of Grand Alliance of the 7th September J 701 , 
with original Ratifications, by the Emperor and States General, dated 8lh June 1702 and 
22d March 1702-3. (State Paper Office.) 
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C HAP. Ilf , months should be allowed, to Louis XIV. to retract his ac- 
Introduction, ceptauce of the Spanish Crown, for his grandson ; and, should 
he refuse to agree to this proposition, the three contracting 
Powers were to declare war against France and Spain, (as 
adhering to its allegiance to the Duke of Anjou) on the ^ May 
]702.<') 

On this occasion, the King of Prussia renewed his accession 
to the Grand Alliance, on the same terms as with his late 
Majesty ; as did the Princes of the House of Brunswick, and 
the other Germanic Powers.^ 


The plans adopted by the Allies, for bringing their ar- 
mies to act, in such extensive fields as Flanders, Germany, 
and Italy, will derive illustration, from tlie military events by 
which they were followed, and shew the grounds upon which 
the treaties and conventions, entered into in the subsequent 
years, proceeded ; as these military events are the subjects of 
general history, it is necessary, only, to refer to them, as the 
source of those political measures, which, in the subsequent 
campaigns, were founded on them. 


Treaties be- Tlie alliance of Portugal was eagerly sought after by these 

tween Eng* , • 

land, Portu- great contending interests ; by France, to secure Spain on that 

gal.theArch- ... i i i a n* 

duke Charles frontier, and by the Allies, to open access to the Archduke 

(as King of 

Charles, 


(1) — Original Agreement between the Allies, to declare war on the same Day, dated 
I Slh April 1 702. (State Paper Office.) 

(2) — Original Renewal of the Act of Accession of the King of Prussia, as a Member 
of the Grand Alliance, dated 14th April 1702,— Original Act of Accession of Rudolph 
Duke of Wolfcmbuttle, as a Member of the Grand Alliance, 2l8t April 1702, (State 
Paper Office.) 
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•Charles, to take possession of the Spanish dominions ; a conven- 
tion, therefore, was concluded, on the ‘id May 1703, as the 
basis of a more general treaty, between the Arehduke Charles, 

(as King' of Spain,) and Portugal, specifying that Portugal was jj® 
prepared to enter into negotiations, for becoming a party in the 
Grand Alliance.^'^ 

This preliminary convention explains the treaty between the 
Emperor, the States General, the King of Portugal, and the 
Queen, dated the 16th May 1703, by which the King of Por- 
tugal became a party in the Grand AUiance/*> 

By a secret article it was stipulated, that, besides cessions 
in Europe, by Spain, in favour of Portugal, the north side of 
the Rio de la Plata should be the boundary of the possessions 
of both kingdoms in South America. 

On the 3d July 1703, a defensive alliance was formed, 
between the Queen, the States General, and the King of Por- 
tugal, by which the contracting parties guaranteed the safety of 
their respective possessions. By this treaty it was explained, that 
the convention which placed Bombay among the possessions 
of England, should be interpreted agreeably to its spirit, and 
that the Portuguese ships should have the same access to 

E 2 Malacca, 


’(1)— Original Convention between the Almirante of Castile and the Imperial Ambas* 
■sadorj for bringing Portugal into the Grand Alliance^ dated at Lisbon^ 2d May i 703^ with 
4he original Ratifications. (State Paper Office.) 

(2)-"Original Treaty of Offensive and Defensive Alliance, between the Emperor, the 
Oueen, the States General, and Portugal, against France and Spain, concluded at Lisbon, 
l6th May 1708^ with the original Secret Articles and Ratifications. (State Paper Office.) 
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CHAP, in . Malacca, as those of the other European nations trading to 
introduetim, the East-Indies.<‘> 

The Queen and the States General, at this period, more 
fully to mark their determination to resist the aggrandizement of 
France, by the indirect annexation of Spain, renewed their 
treaty of Offensive and Defensive Alliance, on the 3d June 1^03, 
in terms which might completely remove any difficulties or 
embarrassments, in the interpretation of former treaties 
between the two countries, made in periods when each, or 
when both, were in circumstances, different from those of the 
existing emergencies in Europe. 

By this treaty it was agreed, that a mutual guaranty of 
the possessions of England and HoUand, by land and sea, in 
Europe, and abroad, should be given ; and that all the treaties 
between England and Holland, from the Treaty of Breda, in 
1667, to the treaty of Alliance, of the 11th November 1701, 
should be incorporated, renewed, and confirmed, by this treaty .(*) 

This treaty, between the Queen and the States, was prepara- 
tory to a renewal of the treaty of Defensive Alliance, between 
England, Holland, and Sweden, which was concluded at the 
Hague, on the 16th August 1703.f^> 

A 

(1) —Original Defensive Alliance between Great Britain, Holland, .and Portugal, con- 
cluded at Lisbon, 3d July 1/03. (State Paper Oftico.) 

(2) Original Treaty between Great Britain and the States General, for renewal of 
former Treaties, concluded at Westminster, 30th June 1703, with original Ratification by 
the States General. (State Paper Office.) 

(3) — Original Treaty of Alliance between England, Holland, and Sweden, and Sepa- 
rate Article, dated at the Hague, l6th August 1703. (State Paper Office.) 
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. A particular treaty of Commerce was, at this time, formed, chap.iii . 
between England and Portugal, dated the 27th December 1703, ^latyof 
by which it was agreed, that the prohibitions which had, hitherto, 
been in force against the importation of English woollen-cloths 
into Portugal, should be annulled ; and that, in return, the 
wines of Portugal should be admitted into England, on pay- 
ment of one-third less duty than the wines of France, but with 
this explanation, that if a higher duty should be imposed on 
those wines, the importation of British woollens into Portugal 
should again be prohibited. This treaty is the more memorable, 
from being the foundation of that strict and profitable commer- 
cial intercourse between both kingdoms, which has subsisted for 
so many years, and has been the source of the extension of the 
British woollen trade, not only into Portugal itself, but into its 
foreign possessions, and of introducing the Portuguese wines 
into Britain, and thus encouraging the staple products of both 
countries. 

During the campaign of 1704, the Duke of Savoy receded 
from his French connexion, and became a party in the Grand 
Alliance, and a Subsidiary Treaty was entered into with him, on 
the 4th August 1704, on the part of the Emperor, the Queen, 
and the States General. The King of Prussia, at this juncture, 
agi’eed to send a body of troops into Italy, to act in conjunction 
with the troops of the Empire, and of Savoy 

During 

(1) — Original Ratification, by the King of Portugal, of a Treaty with Great Biitain, 
concluded at Lisbon, 27th December 1703, for admitting British Woollen Manufactures 
into Portugal. (State Paper Office.) 

(2) ~Onginai Treaty between Great Britain and the Duke of Savoy, for admitting the 
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CHAP. III. During the years 1^04, 1705, and 1706, the Emperor, the 

RiferehceTo States General, by a series of Subsidiary Treaties, 

the Events in brouffht loTse armies to act in Flanders, on the Rhine, in 

ra/war®*"* Savoy, in Italy, and in Portugal, all bearing on the great object 
of dividing the power of France, and recovering Spain to a 
branch of the Imperial Family, the more edectually to balance 
the powers of Europe, and establish the liberties of the whole. 

These treaties, however important, and however memo- 
rable the wars and victories of the Duke of Marlborough, had 
rather a reference to the Balance of Power, than to that of 
trade ; and as they did not aflect, in any degree, the commerce 
of England, or of Holland, in the East-Indies, need only to be 
referred to, as events influencing the parties in the Grand 
Alliance, and the conduct of the Queen, in encouraging com- 
merce and navigation. \ "1 ~\ . 

EfFecu in- As, in 1707, it became necessary to find new resources, to 

tended to be . , ’ 

produced in enable the Allies, particularly England, to embody a force, 

Irflde by the ^ ^ j 

Treaty of capable of acting in Spain, a commercial treaty was formed. 

Barcelona, ^ 

between Charles and the Queen, for the encouragement of com- 
merce between the two countries, and tending to throw the 
balance of trade in favor of England. This treaty was dated 
at Barcelona, on the 10th July I 707 , and fixed the duties on 
English merchandize, at seven per cent., comprehending the 
imports from Morocco to Spain, iA English bottoms, under the 
general description of English merchandize, and specifying that 

prize 

latter at a party in the Grand Alliance, concluded at Turin, 4tb August 1 704. (State Paper 
Office.) 
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prize goods, taken by English ships, should be deemed English chap. in. 
commodities.(^) hlroducHon. 

On the same day, a secret treaty was formed between the 
Queen and Charles, for opening the commerce to the Indies, 
to a Company, composed of Spanish and British subjects, 
of which Cadiz was to be the emporium ; which stipulated, 
that should the efforts of this Company be rendered imprac- 
ticable, either in forming establishments, or supporting com- 
mercial enterprizes,. from the Duke of Anjou having posses- 
sion of the ports of Spain, more immediately engaged in 
this trade, five thousand tons of British shipping should be 
permitted to proceed to the Spanish Indies, under the protec- 
tion of ships of war (these ships of war being excluded from 
trading), and that they should annually return to Spain, as 
the traders of that kingdom, but be subject only to the du- 
ties imposed on the Spanish merchants ; and that this privi- 
lege of trade, in a particular manner, should exclude, in fu- 
ture, the subjects of France, who were declared inadmissible 
to any share or participation in it : — but it was not till the 9th 
January 1708, that the ratification of this treaty was obtained 
from Charles,* 

The 


(1) —- Original Treaty of Alliance and Commerce, between Great Britain and Spain, 
concluded at Barcelona lOth July 1707^ with original Ratification by Charles IIL, King of 
Spain. (State Paper Office.) 

(2) — Original Secret Treaty between Great Britain and Spain, relative to the East- 
India Trade, concluded at Barcelona, lOlh July 170/, with original Ratification by Charles 
III., King of Spain. (State Paper Office.) 
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CHAP. III. 'Hie disastrous events in the campaign of 1707> particu- 

Iniroducliottm larly the fatal battle of Almanza, and the partial truce between 
the Imperialists and French in Italy, gave a new aspect to the 
war, by exciting those jealousies, which could not have been 
foreseen from the brilliant successes in the preceding cam- 
paigns ; and the convention between the Duke of Marlborough 
and Prince Eugene, on the part of the Queen and the Emperor, 
proved, that resources of greater extent, and auxiliaries more 
numerous, were required, to obtain the objects of the war in 
their full extcnt.(’> 

This review of the commercial and political connections of 
Great -Britain, during the important period from the Revolution 
to the establishment of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the East-Indies, has discovered the 
successive powers of the Crown and of the Legislature, to 
grant privileges of trade to the East-Indies, and references 
to these treaties, during each year, will unfold the sources of 
the applications of the two Companies, for support and pro- 
tection, and the wisdom of forming an union between Asso- 
ciations, whose ineffectual opposition to each other endangered 
the loss of the East-India trade to England. 


Reference to 
the sketch, 
in the pre- 
ceding Chap- 


In the preceding chapter, a review was taken of the poli- 
tical and commercial relations of England with the Maritime 

Powers 


(1)— Original Convention between the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, for 
four thousand Imperial Troops to serve in Catalonia, concluded at the Hague, 14th April, 
1 708. (State Paper Office.) 
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• Powers of Europe, and a corresponding review of the countries chap, nr. 
within the East-lndia Company’s limits ; and, with this prelimi- 
nary information, the Annals of the London East-lndia Company ’ 

were traced, after ascertaining the protection or interruptions 
which their rights and trade might receive in England, and the 
difficulties which they had to encounter and surmount, in the 
East-Indies ; we were thus prepared to examine and appreciate Amung- ' 
the value of their services to the navigation and commerce of 
the kingdom. 

In tills Chapter we have followed the same aiTangement, as 
far as regarded Europe ; but have only to make a reference, as 
far as regards the East-Indies, to the political characters of the 
countries within the Company’s limits, delineated in the Intro- 
duction to the preceding Chapter. 

In England, three epochas, or the establishment of the Lon- 
don Company, the restoration of their privileges, and the events 
which led to the Union of the London and English Companie.s, 
point out the marked periods in the progress of Indian Affairs ; 
but, in the East-Indies, from the Restoration to the Revolution, 
and from this sera, to the Union of the two Companies, by the 
Award of Lord Godolphin, one great political and commercial 
fact, only, occurs, or the memorable reign of Aurungzebe ; it 
was the power of this Mogul which, alone, could affect the Com- 
pany’s Settlements abroad, because the principal seats of their 
trade, or Bombay and Surat and their dependencies, and Fort 
St. George and its subordinate Factories, either on the Coroman- 
del Coast or in Bengal, were situated in his empire ; for, as yet, 

VOL. III. F efforts 
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CHAP. III. efforts, only, were making in the West of India, to restore the 
Intro^i^n. trade in the Gulf of Persia, and to form exchanges in the Gulf 
of Arabia, and eastward of Hindostan (Bantam being lost, and 
the Company excluded from the Spice Islands) the trade was 
but opening in Sumatra, and irregular experiments projecting, 
to obtain an intercourse with the countries bordering on the 
China Seas. 

With the information, therefore, to be drawn from the 
leading events in the political and commercial state of Europe, 
and from the leading political and commercial events in the coun- 
tries within the Company’s limits, wc are prepared to examine 
the Annals of the East-India Company, from the Revolution to 
the Union of the two Companies ; an event which gave a de- 
cided character to the East-lndia affairs of the kingdom. 



CHAPTER III 


REVIEW OF THE ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE EAST- INDIA 
COMPANY, FRqM THE REVOLUTION, IN 1688-89, TO THE 
UNION OF THE LONDON AND ENGLISH EAST-INDIA COM- 
PANIES, IN 1707-8. 


CONTENTS. 

1689-90. — East~IntRa affairs influenced by the change in the CHAP III. 
Government of England, and by the consolidation of the Mogul Couient*. 

Empire The instructions of the Court, in this season, directed 

to three objects; to the abridgement of their equipments; 

to the establishment of the Company, as an Lidependent Power in India ; 

and to oppose the scheme of the Interlopers making applications 

to Parliament for the establishment of a new East-India Corn- 

pany Resolution of the Home of Commons on this application 

of the Interlopers Company determine to petition Parliament 

Fa for 
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CHAP. III . Jor an Act, to confirm thmr Charter and privileges Interlopers 

Contents, (^cr to raise a stock of £\&0,000 for a new Company. 

• Recapitulation of events in the Company's foreign Settlements, 
during the preceding seasons, 

1690 - 91 . — Court endeavour to obtain an Act of Parliament to 

counteract their comtnercial ojtponents Commercial instructions 

to the Presidency of Surat Mr. Harris appointed President of 

Surat and Governor of Bombay Instrudums for reviving the 

Persian trade, and recovering the arrears of customs at Gombroon. 
Orders to Fort St. George, to reduce the military establish- 
ments, and to suspend the forming of new Factories One Factory 

only to be continued in Bengal, and Agent Charnoch empowered to 
dismiss any of the Company's servants in Bengal, without appeal, 

ot Bencoolen, to be strengthened, and the Factory 

at Indrajme withdrawn. 

Mr. Harris proclaimed Governor of Bombay, and Mr. IVeldon 

Deputy Governor Mr. Weldon's report on the state (f affairs at 

Bombay, and the measures required to place it in a respectable state of 

dffence The Jesuits lands at Bombay seized, for having assisted 

the Siddee in the invasion of the Island. The Mogul agrees to 

pay the English eighty thousand rupees, as a compensation for the 

goods plundered during the war King's Declaration of War 

against 
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against France proclaimed at Surat Persian trade obstructed by CHAP. in. 

the Dutch, atid payment of customs at Gombroon postponed Contents. 

Presidency of Fart St. George propose a new Phirmaund should be 

obtained for Madras and BengaL Trade at the Fort at a stands 

and Mr. Charnock sent to Bengal, to resettle Factories, on the 

basis of a new Phirmaund. Declaration of War against France 

proclaimed at Fort St. George, afid an indecisive action between the 
allied Dutch and English squadrons, and the French fleets 

— House of Commons refer the Companfs claims, and 

those of the Interlopers, to the King Court ascribe the tear with 

the Mogul to the interferences of the Interlopers Bombay ordered 

to be again made the chif seat of Government Court approve of 

the seizure of the Jesuits^ lands Court's answer to the memorial 

of the Portuguese Envoy, relative to the military services of the inha- 
bitants of Bombay Measures for encreasing the military esta- 
blishment of Bombay Commercial instructions for the season 

Persian trade to be promoted, by encouraging the Armenian 

merchants Mr. Fale dismissed, and Mr. Iligginson appointed 

President of Fort St. George Sir John Goldesborough appointed 

Commissary General and Supervisor of the Company s affairs in 

India Directions respecting the buildings and revenues of Ma^ 

dras Regulations for the Court of Aldermen at Madras 


Factories 
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CHAP. III. Factories at Conimere and Cuddalore withdrawn, and a new Settlement 

Contents, purchased at Tegnapatam Retrenchment of the military esta- 

hlishment at Fort St. George Bengal to be again subordinate 

to the Fort, after Mr. Charnocks death or removal. A military 

guard to be formed at Bencoolen Measures of the Agent at 

To?iquin disapproved. 

An embargo ordered at Surat, on Europe shipping, and a guard 
placed on the English Factory Bombay defenceless, from the re- 
duced state of the garrison Commercial distresses of this Presi-- 

dency Military operations in the Carnatic, between the armies of 

Aunmgzebe and the Hindoo Princes Fort St. David, or Tegna- 
patam, fortified Trade in Bengal re established, and the Agency 

fixed at Chutanuttee . ..... Affairs at Bencoolen and Tonquin in this 

season. 

1692 - 93 . — The deficiency of intelligence from India affects the 

Courts instructions to their foreign Settlements Equipments, 

stoch, and commer cial instructions of the season . ..... Some young men 

sent to Ispahan, to acquire the Persian and Armenian languages. 

The obstruction of the passage of the Pilgrims, from Surat to 
Mecca, the source of the peace granted by the Mogul to the English, 

The French fieet capture one of the Company's ships, 

Trade depressed by the Interlopers, English Pirates, and Permission 

Ships 
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Ships The revival of the Courts of Admiralty and Judicature at 

Bombay prevented by the defenceless state of the garrison Contems. 

Duplicity of the ArmenianSy in theb* transactions with the Presidency 

of Surat Arrival of Sir John Goldesborough at Madras 

Advantages taken of the dissentions at Bencoolen by the Dutch. 

...... Sir John Goldesborougfis plan for the improvement of the 

Settlement at Bencoolen . ..... Mutiny at St. HelenUy in which 

Governor Johnston was killed. Captain Keeling appointed Go- 

veimor of the Island. 

1693-94 . — New Charter to the East-India Company, *jth October 

1693 (b William and Mary) Substance of this Charter 

Company enter into an obligation to export X 150,000 of British ma^ 
nufactures. .*... Additional Charter, of Wth November 1G93, for 
augmenting the Companfs stock, for dfning their term, and specifying 
the qualifications of Pr'oprietors to vote at General Courts . ..... The 


new Subscription (f jC*l A 4, 000 completed. Courfs memorial, ex^ 

pluming the plans of the Interlopers Sir John Goldesborough 


appointed General in India, and Sir John Gayer Lieutenant General 

and Governor of Bombay Sir John Gayer s instructions 

Equipments, stock, and commercial orders, for the season Military 

instructions for Bombay Civil establishment in Persia augmented. 

English cloth consigned to the Armenian merchants, to be bar- 
tered 
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anxals of the honorable 


CHAP. III. tered for Persian silk Mixed imtrwtions to Madras and Bengal. 

Content.. House of Commons pass a vote, declaring the right of all 

Englishmen to trade to the East~Indies, unless prohibited hy Act (f 

Parliament Company's establishments on the Coast to be confined 

to Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and Fizagapatam Separate 

instructions regarding the revenue (f Fort St. David. Bengal 

(after Mr. Charnock's death) again rendered subordinate to Fort St. 

George, and Mr. Ellis appointed Agent A vessel sent to Amoy, to 

make another experiment of trade in China. 

The trade of the European merchants (f Surat prohibited, in conse- 
quence of Surat ships being captured by English pirates Measures 

of Sir John Goldesborough, for improving the Company's affairs on the 

Coromandel Coast j and in Bengal. Ilis application to the 

* Governor of Hughly, to obstruct Captain Pitt, an Interloper. 

Death of Sir John Goldesborough Plot of Dr. Blackwell, to 

deliver Fort St. David to Zulfaker Khan, the Mogul General. 

Several Factories on the Coast withdrawn The Prince' s Nishdn 

for coining money at the Fort received. The Courf s orders for 

improving the Corporation at Madras impracticable Situation (f 

affairs at Bencoolen. 

1694-95 . — Additional Charter granted to the Company, specifying 

regulations for the management of their affairs Plan for the 

correipondence 
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correspoyiJence ivith the Court j and (xpjpointmeuxi of a secret Committee 

for shipping Coynmercial orders for Snraty Mocha, and Persia* Goi>icnia. 

The pydce of English cloths ordered to be raised in Persia, in 

consequence of the capture of the English and Dutch Turkey fieefs by 

the French Instructions for Coast and Bay general, from the 

dispatches being lost in the Berkeley Castle Precautions to be 

taken at Fort St. George and Fort St. David, should the French land 

on the Coromandel Coast A Post Office and Insurance Office to 

he established at Madras Chutamittee fxed on, as the Company* s 

chief residence in Bengal . ..... Free trade permitted at Bencoolen, on 

payment of the Company* s duties. 

Death of President Harris, and succession of Mr. Annesley 

Sir John Gayer^s report on the state of affairs at Bonxbay Per^ 

mission obtained to form a fortified Settlement at Anjengo . ..... The 

Company* s credit lowered, by the conduct of JVhite, the Interloper. 

Difficultus, from the want of stock, and from the Company's 


gy^eat debts The death of the King of Persia checks trade, till 

the Company's privileges should be confirmed by his successor, Sultan 
Ilossein Formidable naval power of the Arabs at Muscat. 


Doubtful character of the Armenian Merchants in Persia, to whom the 

English cloths had been consigned Mr. Eyre, the Agent in Ben^ 

gal, obtains an order foom the Mogul, for removing the onbargo on 
European trade. 


VOL. III. 


G 


169596. 
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chapel 1695-96 . — Unsuccessful efforts of the Convpany to obtain an Act of 

Contenu. Parliament for confirming their privileges ; and for suppressing 

the Interlopers Establishment of an East^India Company y by 

Act oj Parliamenty in Scotlandy with extensive privileges 

Court apprehensivCy that this Company might afford new subterfuges 
to the Interlopers . ..... Sir John Gayer's authority confirmedy but 

under new instructions Courts orderSy regarding their affairs 


in Persia No new Settlements to be formed on the Coromandel 

Coast y till the Compam/s privileges should be settled by Act of ParlU 
ament York Forty at Bencooleny placed under the control of 


Fort St. George. 

Distressed situation of Surat, from an apprehended attack by the 


Ram-Rajah ; and (f civil war, from the expected death of Au- 

mngzebe The Company" s Factory at Surat seized try the Governor , 


on a large Interloping ship becoming piratCy and capturing vessels con* 

veying pilgrims to Judda and Mocha English trade at Surat at a 

stand. Sir John Gayer offers to be responsible for the safety of the 

pilgrims, between Surat and Mocha The Mogul orders the cm- 

hargo on trade to be continued, till the pirates he captured. A 

Vakeel sent with presents to the Mogul, to vindicate the Company, and 

to solicit a Phirmaund. The French and Dutch endeavour to get 

the embargo removed from their ships . ..... Governor (f Surat post^ 

pones executing the Moguls order to remove the embargo, without 

farther 
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farther instructions The large French and Dutch fleets in the CHAP. in. 

Indian Seas obstruct the trade Military establishment at Bom^ Coiucnts. 

from the low state of the revenue^ to be farther reduced 

The Fort at Anjengo built , . . . . • Trade in the two Gulfs prevented 

by the pirates. Failure of the project of selling English cloth 

in Persia^ through the Armenian meixhants Encreasing naval 

power of the Arabs at Muscat No intelligence^ this seasm^ 

from Fort St. George^ Bengal^ or Bencoolen. 

1696-97 . — The difficulty of raising supplies for the war against 
Franceyfaeilitates the schemes of the Private Merchants and Interlopers 

against the Company The consideration of the East^India trade 

suspended^ by its interfering with the plan of raising supplies by a Land 

Bank Equipment^ stocky and orders for the season 3 /e- 

morial of the Court to the Lords JusticeSy on the depredations of the 

pirates in the Indian Seas Court approve of Sir John Gayer^s 

offer to convey the pilgrims to Mocha and Judda and of forti- 


fying Anjengo Court continue their confldence in the Armenian 

merchants in Persia The Sumatra trade to be encouragedy Petti- 


polee resettled, and the trade y between the Fort and China, promoted. 

The forming a Court of Judicature in Bengal to be postponed. 

Instructions for the Agents at Bencoolen. 

G 3 


Political 
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CHAP III . PoUtical weakness of the Mogul Empire at this period, and pro- 

CoDtenta. hohility of a civil war The English at Surat released, and the 

Company's property restored, but the embargo continued, The /m- 

terhping system terminating in piracy, depresses the Company's trade*. 

The Governor of Surat restrains the trade of the French, Dutch, 

andEnglish An embargo laid on the ships of all European nations, 

at Surat, on the appearance of several pirates in the Gulf of Arabia, 

and. on the Malabar Coast The crews of two of the Company's 

ships mutiny, murder their office's, and turn pirates The country 

skips taken by the pirates Sir John Gayer again offers to convoy 

the pilgritns to Mocha Reduced situation, at this crisis^ of the 

garrison at Bombay King of Persia asks the assistance of the 

English, against the Arabs, and, in return, offers to give Phinnaunds 

for trade Agent Owen obtains a Phirmaund for arrears of cus- 

toms Trade at Fort Si, George at a stand, from losses by the 

pirates, and from the war in the Carnatic Trade in Bengal im- 
peded, by the revolt of the Rcyah, Subah Sing Improving state 

of the Settlement at Bencoolen, 

1697 Application to the King for authority to extirpate the 

pirates, and to bring them to trial in India Equipment and stock 

for the season ; and instructions to Sir John Gayer, to form, with the 
Dutch, (I squadron, to convoy the pilgrims, and protect trade 

Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas Pitt appointed Chvet'nor of Fort St. George j and to acty CHAP. iri. 

for twelve mouthsy independently of Sir John Gayer Instructions 

for soliciting Phirmaunds, in the event of Aurung:Lebds death. . . • . . 

Court fix the value of money coined at their Settlements New 

Phirmaunds to he solicited in Persia^ and Ispahan made there sidcnce 

of the Agent Particular instructions to Governor Pitty on the 

rexmmes of Madras^ on the Courts of Judicaturey and for suppressing 

the Interlopers Equipments and stock for the season 

Factory at Chutanuttee to he fortifiedy and the expences paid by 

the inhabitants Bencoolen to be opened to the private Country 

Traders. 

Political aspect of the Mogul Empire at this period, Pkit'- 

maunds precarious , from the state of the Government y and the increase 

of the pirates Harsh proceedings of the new Governor of Surat. 

Alarming increase of pirates in the Indian Seas Sir John 

Gayer recommends an application to the Kmg, for authority to try and 

condemn the pirates in India Offer of the Grand Seignior to 

convoy the Mocha fleet refused by the Mogul . ..... Bombay y under 

these circumstances y in a hazardous situation Sir John Gayer 

offers kis resignationy and reprobates President Anneslefs conduct. 

Substance of Phirmaunds renewed and obtained in Pe^^sia, 

in thi^ season The Armenians oppose the Company's export of 

silk 
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CHAP. lir. silk at Gombroon Offer of accommodation, on one of the 

Contents. Cdmpantf's skips, to the Persian Ambassador proceeding to the Court 

of the Mogul. Treacherous conduct of the Armenian Merchants 

in the sale of English cloth Measures of Mr. Barwell, on 

being appointed Chif Agent in Persia Trade at Fort St. 

George impeded, by the war in the Carnatic, and by the increased 
number of the pirates . ..... The Agent in Bengal sends an Envoy to 

Prince Azim, at Burdwan, to solicit protection The investment 

obstructed by the Dutch and Interlopers . ..... Company's trade at 

Bencoolen on the increase. 

1698 - 99 . — London Company. Retrospect of the difficulties 
against which the London East-India Company had struggled, 

from their establishment to this period. Arrangement to he 

observed, in tracing the Annals of the two East-India Companies, 

Events tchick led to the establishment of a New East-Intlia 

Company The project of a Land Bank, to raise a supply 

for the Government, imprajcticahle. The London Company 

offer to raise JE’JOOjOOO, at four per cent., for the public service. 

The Private Merchants offer to raise ,£2,000,000, at eight 

per cent., which is accepted, and a Bill introduced in their favour. 

, Arguments of the London Company against this BUI, and an- 
swers of the Private Merchants Instructions to Sir John Gayer 

while 
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while the Rill was pending Act passed^ incorporating the Private CHAP. H I. 

Merchants^ by the name of the General Society trading to the East^ Contcnti. 

Indies The London Company y as a Corporation, subscribe to this 

new stock Commercial instructions to their Agents, to counteract 

the schemes qf the new Association The King incorporates the 

General Society, by the name qf the English EastAndia Company. 

Substance of the privileges qf the English Company The 

stock of this Company rapidly declines in value The London 

Company nuke a call of twenty fee per cent, on their Proprietors, 

The offer of the English Company, to coalesce with the 

Londx)n Company, rejected The London Company propose 

sending Dr. Davenant to India, to check the measures of Sir 

IVilliam Norris General commercial instructions qf the Lon-- 

don Company, on this occasion Sir John Gayer instructed to 

obtain a Phirmaund front the Mogul, in favour of the London 


Company Commodore IVarren sent ivith a squadron against 

the pirates Equipments, stock, and commercial instructions of 


the London Company, for the season President Annesley 

dismissed, and Mt\ Colt appointed President of Surat The 

attempt to acquire new Phirmaimds in Persia to be postponed. 

Instructions to Fort St. George to re-occupy the stations on the Coro- 

mandel Coast General commercial instructions to Fort SL 

George Bengal again made independent^ of Fort St. George, 

and 
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CHAP. HI. and commercial instructions to tlie Agent Regulations to be 

Content., observed at St. Helena. 

The convulsed state of the Mogid Government renders the applica- 
tion for Phirmaunds a less hnportant object Captain Kidd forms 

the pirates into squadrons, and blockades both coasts of the Peninsula. 

The Mogul lays an embargo on Surat, till compensation for 

losses from the pirates should be paid. Sir John Gayer compelled 

(with the French and Dutch) to give Security Bonds to this effect. 
Stations assigned to the English, Dutch, and French squa- 
drons, to clear the seas (f the pirates Critical situation of 

Bombay, and the Factories on the Malabar Coast, at this time. 

The Persian Phirmaunds enable the English to recover the arrears 

of customs, and procure a quantity of silk. The Armenians in 

Persia again lufaitlful to their engagements. First effects of 

the intelligence, respecting the English Company, on the Pre^ency 

of Fort St. George Nishdn granted by the Prince, for the 

town of Chutanuttee and adjacent lands. 

English Company. — Recapitulation of the Act, constituting the 

English East-India Company Their Court cf Directors copy the 

constitution of the London East India Company. Sir William 

Norris appointed Ambassador to the Mogul, and the Presidents of the 
English Company vested with the rank of King’s Consuls for the 

English Nation Sir Edward Littleton appointed Consul and 

President 
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President in Bengal. Rank, salaries, and privileges of the CHAP. in. 

servants of the English Company Their first equipments and Contentf. 

stock for Coast and Bay Mr. John Pitt appointed President 

and Consul for the Coast of Coromandel, and his instructions. 

A Settlement to be formed on the Island of Borneo Sir 

Nicholas fFaite appointed President and Consul at Surat, and 

his instructions Sir Nicholas fPdite authorized to advance 

£20,000 to Sir fVilliam Norris Equipments and stock consigned 

to Surat. 

1699-1700.— London Company. — Comparative situation of the 

London and English East India Companies Financial and 

commercial measures of the London Company, to preserve their 

credit and trade The overtures of the English Company, for 

an Union, rejected by the London Company Instructions to 

their foreign Settlements, to prevent their being intimidated by the 
establisfunent of the English Company. Loiulon Company obtain 


an Act of Parliament for continuing them a Corporation The 

King recommends an Union of the two Comp' nies of 


the Act, for prohibiting the importation of silks ant? calicoes, on 

the London Company's instructions Equipments and stock of 

the London Company for this season Public instructions to 

Sir John Gayer, for Bombay and Surat Separate in- 

H 


yoif in> 


structions 
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CHAPJf^n. structions to Sir John Gayer The orders to the Agents in 

Contents, founded on the Phirmaiinds obtained in the pi'eceding season. 

Instructions to President Pitt^ at Fort St, George, to refuse 

any assistance to the English Company s Agents Chutanutiee 

constituted a Presidency Sir Charles Eyre appointed President 

of Cbutanuttee, with orders to build Fort IVilliam A new 

Council appointed for the Presidency of Fort William In- 

structions to the Agents at Bencoolen First 7'egular equipments 

and stock sent direct to Canton* 

Embarrassments at Bombay and Surat, from the prospect oj a 

civil tear for the succession ; from the hostile preparatioiis oJ 

the Ilnidoo Powers to re-asseri their independence; and from 

the appointment of a new Governor of Surat Alarm of the 

Presidency of Surat, on receiving intelligence of the establishment 

of the English Company The Governor of Surat interrogates 

the President and Council about the English Company, and forbids 

their leaving the port Arrival of Sir Nicholas Waite at 

Bombay, tvhere his authority teas disavowed by Sir John Gayer. 
Sir Nicholas Waite arrnves at Surat, and removes, by force, 

4 - 

the London Company s fag from their House This violence 

resented by the Governor,* as an insult to the Mogul, President 

Colt refuses to acknowledge Sir Nicholas Waite's assumed superior 
authority Trade at Surat, and on the Malabar Coast, sus- 

pended 
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pendedy from these events The aspect if the Persian trade cnAP.IU. 

unfavourable at the opening of the season The King of Persia 

visits the English Factori/ at Ispahan^ and confirms and enlarges all 

their Phinmunds Substance of the Agenfs petition to the 

Persian Minister on this occasion 21ie Dutch solicit a visit of 


the King to their Factory y which Is refused. Honorary presents 

by the King of Persia to the Company s Agent Critical situa- 


tion of Fort St. George y from the opposition of the English Com* 
panys AgentSy and the devastations of the Mogul and Hindoo armies 

in its vicinity Intemperate conduct of the English Company s 

Consul on his arrival at Madras Consul Pitt fixes the English 

Comjmnfs seat of trade at Masulipatam, and desires that his au- 
thority might be recognized by the President of Fort St. George. 

Sir William Norris arrives at Masulipatam y and notifies his 

character to the Governor y and to the President of Fort St. GeorgCy 

which both refuse to acknowledge Sir Edward Littleton arrives 

in Bengaly and his authorityy as Consuly rejected by the London 
Company s Agents. 

English Company. — Relative pretensions of the English and 

London Companies at this juncture Contradictory accounts of 

the value (f the English Company s stocky from those transmit led by 
the London Company to their servants Equipments and stock 


of the English Company for Surat . . • , . . Instmctions to Consid Fifty 

H 2 on 
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m the Chromandel Coast . . . • . . Instructions to Sir Edward Littleton^ 

in Bengal Speculation of establishing a trade at the Island of 

Borneo^ and connecting it with the China trade. 

The ruin of the two Companies^ in India^ only prevented by the 

relaxed state of the Mogul Government Proceedings of Sir 

Nicholas JPaitCy the English Company s Consul at Surat Sir 

Nicholas IVaite addresses letters to the Moguls charging the London 

Company with being parties in the piracies in India Impartial 

conduct of Commodore Littleton Sir Nicholas llaite obtains 

a Perwannah for trade at Surat y and pyohibits the London Company s 

President from granting passes to the country ships Precarious 

state (f the 3Iogiil power in the CarnatiCy at this period, Cb«- 

sul Pitt's intemperate proceedings at Masulipatam Solicits a 

Perwanmh for trade^ till a Phirmaund should be procured. 

President of Fort St* George refuses to submit to his authority y as 

Coyisul. Arrival of Sir IVilliam NorriSy and frst proceedings 

of the Embassy Sir William Norris directs Sir Nicholas 

Waite to forward the present of ordnance to the Mogul. Reports 

by Sir William Norris and Consul Pitt on the state of the English 

Company's affairs Sir Edward Littletony in Bengaly prohibits 

Agent Beard from negotiating the London Company's affairs at the 
Durbar. 


1700-1. 
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1700 -I. London Company.-— 77te im/rwc/ifowf of the Court to CHAP in. 
their Foreign Settlements founded on the Company being continued 

a Body Corporate Plan of sending Dr. Davenant to India 

unnecessary, from the powet's given to Sir John Gayer Pirates 

to be tried in India ; and notice given to the Governor of Surat, that 

several had been executed in England. The English Company 

seize the property of Individuals in the London Company's ships ; 

for which the London Company obtain a verdict against them 

All private property, in future, to have the Company's mark cm the 

packages Court's orders for an investment affected by the 

Prohibition Act Transactions between Mr. Secretary Vernon 

and the two Companies, with a view to a coalition. Company's 

Captains authorized, by King's cotnmissions, to seize pirates, and bring 
them to trial in India Convoys to Judda to he refused, unless the 


Company are released from the Security Bonds. Commercial in- 
structions to Sir John Gayer and President Colt The King of 


Persia to be solicited to encourage the export of raw-silk Court's 

instructions to President Pitt, at Fort St. George, and their approba- 
tion of his conduct Exemplification, under the Great Seal, of the 

Act for continuing the London Company a Corporation, sent to Fbrt St. 

George Equipments and stock for Coast and Bombay New 

arrangement for the correspondence of the foreign Settlements 

Mr. Gabriel Roberts appointed Supercargo for China, and on his return. 
Governor of Fort St. David, General instructions for Bencoolen. 

Equipments 
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CHAP. in. Equipments and stock for Bengal, and regulations for the naviga- 

Contents. Ganges Direct trade to China increased, and 

connected, by circuitous exchanges, with the Peninsula of India. 

Phirmaundt to he solicited, notwithstanding the relaxed state of 

the Mogul Government Danger to the East-India trade, from 

the solicitations of the two Companies for privileges The mis- 

representations of Sir Nicholas Waite produce an order from the 

Mogul to stop the London Company's trade at Surat Substance 

of correspondence, between Sir Nicholas Waite and Presidetit Colt, on 

this occasion The Governor of Surat continues to oppress the 

trade of the London Company Sir William Norris arrives at 

Surat, and by large bribes, obtains permission to make a public entry. 

Sir John Gayer sends an Armenian Vakeel to Court Sir 

IViUiam Norrisseizes two Members of the Tendon Company's Coun- 
cil at Surat, and the Secretary, and delivers them prisoners to the 

Governor Sir Joint Gayer, President Colt, and Council of Surat, 

seized by order of the Mogul. Sir John Gayer recommends with- 
drawing the London Company's Factory from Surat Four ships 

sent to England with an investment State of the Company's rights 

and trade in Persia Measures of President Pitt, at Fort St, 

George, to resist the authority of the English Company's Ambassador 

and Consul. New Agent and Council appointed for Masulipa- 

tam Deficienctj of information respecting Bengal and Bencoolen. 

English Company, — 
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English Company. — T'he English Company depressed^ hy the Act Ci^p iii. 

for coyithiidng the London Company d Corporation. 7'heEngUsh 

Company recommend moderation towards the servants o/ the London 

Company Sir Nicholas IVaitd s intemperate conduct disapproved. 

• Equipments and stock of the English Company for Surat, 

A Factory at Mocha projected. The instructions to Consul 

Pitt recommend rather commercial rivalship, than assumption of 

authjoritijy on the Coromandel Coast Equipments, stock, and 

commercial instructions for this Coa^t Equipments, stock, and. 

commercial instructions, for Bengal Equipments, stock, and 

commercial instructions for Borneo Equipments, stock, and 

commercial instructions, for China. 

Principal events, affecting the English Company s interests in 

India, during this season Measures of Sir IFilliam Norris 

and Sir Nicholas Waite, in the progress of the Embassy. Sir 

Nicholas IVaitds report on the political circumstances of the English 
Company at Surat — His report on the commercial circum- 

stances of the English Company, at Surat and on the Malabar Coast. 

Consul Pitfs 7'eport on his transactions with Sir William 

Norris — His r^eport on the situation of the EnglishCompanfs 

trade on the Coromandel Coast Sir Edward Littletoiis report 

on his measures for seconding the efforts of the Ambassador, in so* 

liciting a Phirmaund — His y^eport on the state of trade in 

Bengal. 



56 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP. HI. Bengal. Report of President Catchpoole on the China trade, 

*^^“*** and the expediency of fixing a Settlement at Puh Condore. 

1701-2. London Company. — The necessity of an Union between 

the two Companies becomes apparent to Parliament The London 

Company propose to Parliament to pay off the stock of the English 

Company at fve'per cent A Committee of Seven appointed to 

manage the negotiations for an Union Sir Basil Firebrace emr 

powered to adjust the terms of the Union General terms ff the 

Union agreed on Report on the subject of the Union, by the 

Court, to their Foreign Presidencies Separate instructions 

for Bombay and Surat, and equipments and stock for the season. 

Death of King William, and Accession of Queen Anne 

The instructions to Persia varied, in the progress of the Union. 

Instructions to the Presidency <f Fort St. George, in consequence of 

the Union Instructions to the Agent and Council at Benroolen; 

ond to the Presidency of Bengal. A direct trade to 

China formed, under the management of Supercargoes. Orders 

to the Governor of St. Helena, on the Union. 

The applications for Phirmaunds encrease the e.rpences of the 
laondon Company, by bribes to the Mogul's Ministers Sir Wil- 

liam Norris refuses to second the applications of Sir Nicholas Waite, 
for the imprisonment of the iMndon Company's servants at Surat. 


.Weak 
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IVedk state of Bombay at this crisis The investment, this 

season, inconsiderable, from the oppressions experienced by the Company's 

servants at Surat Report of President Pitt on the state of 

affairs on the Coromandel Coast Trade in Bengal improved, 

in consequence of the Emperors son being appointed Suhah of Bengal, 

President Beard recommends the establishment oj a trade 

between Bengal and China. 

English Company. The necessity of an Union attributed to 


the competitions between the two Companies in India Equipments, 

stock, and instructions, for Surat, and orders to Sir IVilliam Norris 

to discontinue his applications for Phinnaunds Equipments, 

stock, and instructiom, for the Coromandel Coast Equipments, 


stock, and instructions, for Bengal, and approbation of Sir Edward 

Littleton s conduct Equipments, stock, and instructions, for 

China, and appointment of a garrison for Pulo Condbre. 

The probability of civil wars in India, renders the speedy 

arcompVishment of the Embassy necessary Each of the English 

Company s Presidencies recommend to the Ambassador, to solicit Phir^ 

maunds, suited to their respective situations Relative circumstances 

of the Ambassador with the English Company's President at Surat; 

— President at Masulipatam ; and with their 

President in Bengal. Sequel of the progress of the Embassy. 

Orcier oJ the Procession at Sir IV illiam Norris's Audience 

of the Mogul Substance of the Phirmaunds agreed to by the 

Mogul. 
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CHAP. 111. Mogul The delivery of the Phirniaunds impeded by the irregular 

Contents, conduct of Sir Nicholas ff^aite The Mogul desires the Governor 

of Surat, and Seid Sedula, to report which of the two Companies 
represented the English Nation, • . . • • Reciprocal accusations (f the 

Ambassador and of Sir Nicholas Waite The negociation broken 

off, and passports demanded by the Ambassador Opinions of 

the English Company s Presidencies on the issue of the Embassy, 

Sir William Norris returns to Surat, and embarks for England, 

Death of Sir William Norris, who leaves a narrative, 

explaining his conduct to the King and Court of Directors 

Intemperate report of Sir Nicholas Waite on the failure (f the 

Embassy Report of Consul Pitt on the same subject, and on 

the Companfs trade on the Coromandel Coast Report of Sir 

Edward Littleton, on the same subject, and on the trade in Bengal, 
Failure of the projected establishme^it at Chusan, in China. 

1702 - 3 . London Company. — Preliminary measures adopted 

by the two India Companies for completing the Union The 

Indenture Tripartite, equalizing the stock of the two Companies, 

considered as the Charter of Union Trade to he carried on, 

for seven years, on the Charter of the English Company 

Estimate of the value of the Dead Stock of the two Companies in 

India The Company, after the expiration of seven years, to 

assume the title of “ The United Company of Merchants of England 

trading 



E A S T- I N JD I A COMPANY. 


59 


trading to the East-Indies Specification of the Dead Stock of 

the two Companiesy in the Indenture Quinque-partite General ^^“^^*'*** 

instructions of the London Company to their Foreign ScttlementSy 

on the completion of the Union Two men of war sent to India. 

to suppress the pirates Separate instructions to Sir John Gayer 

and President Colt on the Union General instructions to 

President Pitty at Fort St. George Instructions for BencooleUy 

now declared independent of Fort St. George Instructions for 

the Presidency of Bengal Instructions for the Governor of 

St. Helena. 

Embarrassed situation of the General at Bombay^ and the 
President at Suraty from the breaking out of the plague, and the 

appearance of a civil war President Pitts favorable report 

on the state oj trade on the Coromandel Coast His memorable 

conduct, on receiving intelligence of the Union of the two Companies, 

The Mogul orders all trade to be stopped in Bengal, and 

the Company's servants seized, till compensation should be made for 

the depredations of the pirates President Beards comparative 

statement of the rights and trade of the two Companies in Bengal. 

Mr. Roberts s report on the China trade. 

English Company. — Account of the Union, as transmitted to Sir 

Nicholas Waite, by the Court of Directors Equipments, stock, 

and inst act ions for Surat Equipments and stock consigned to 

Consul Pitt, now appointed Governor of Fort St. David. Inst rue- 

I 2 tions 
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Edward Littleton in Bengal. The failure of the spe- 

Conienti, (elation at Borneo ascribed to Mr. Landen, tvko is dismissed the Corn- 
pan fs service Continuation of the projects for trade in China. 

Sir Nicholas Waite continues his aspersions of the Ambassador, 
and his violent proceedings against the London Company's servants ; 

but affects conciliation, (ffier receiving intelligence of the Union. 

Depressed situation of the English Company's affairs on the 

Coromandel Coast, at the time of receiving intelligence of the Union. 

Sir Edward Littleton's report on the state of trade in Bengal. 

Precarious situation of the Settlement in the Island of Borneo. 

President Catchpoole's report on the China Trade of the 

English Company. 

1703 - 4 . Ths Annals of the East-India Company, in this season, 
require the same arrangement, as previously to the establishment of 

the English Company Sir John Gayer appointed by the Court 

of Managers, to be General for the United Interest, and the Consular 
powers of Sir Nicholas Waite revoked. General instructions to 


Sir John Gayer Method of adjusting the separate stocks of the 

two Co 7 npanies Equipments and instructions for the general trade. 


Separate orders of the London and English Companies for wind- 

tng up (heir respective affairs An Agent sent to Persia, to 

settle the disputes among the London Company's servants. General 

orders to I resident Pitt, and separate orders to him, and to Consul Pitt 

London 
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London Company's separate orders to the Age^vt at Ben- CHAP. in. 

coolen Instructions to Mr. Beardy in Bengal. Separate in- 

structions to Sir Edward LittletoUy and secret orders to a CommitteCy to 
report on his proceedings , ..... Instructions to the Agents at Chusany 
BorneOy S^c Instructions to the Governor of St, Helena. 

Similar arrangements for detailing the foreign events of this • 
season adoptedy as for the domestic insttijictions , ..... Opposite conduct 
of Sir John Gayer and Sir Nicholas WaitCy in complying with the 

orders of the Court of Managers The London Company's 

servants at Suraty and the Dutch AgentSy imprisoned, and new 
Security Bonds extorted, in consequence of a Mocha being taken 

by a pirate Death of Consul Pitty and report of President 

Pitty mi the separate interests of the two Companies His report 

on the state of trade at Bencoolen Reporty by the Committee 

of Eighty on the state of affairs in Bengal Separate reports 

of the servants of the London and English Companies on this subject. 

Tradcy at this juncture, embarrassed, by the appearances 

of a civil war Report on the state of trade at Borneo, Pulo- 

Condore, Chusan, and Amoy. 

1704 - 5 , General orders of the Court of Managers, and separate 

orders of the two Companies Mr. Prescott appointed Agent 

in Persia, under particular instructions. Instructions to President 

Pitty to make up the separate accounts of the two Companies^ 

Orders 
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CHAP. in. Orders to the Agent at Bencoolen to make up the separate account 

Content*, London Company Commissioners to he sent to Bengal, 

to report on the conduct of the Presidents of both Companies 

The China trade narrowed, and the Factory at Pulo Condore to 
be withdrawn. 

Treacherous conduct of Sir Nicholas ff'aite, in consequence oj 
his provisional appointment as General, should Sir John Gayet 

continue in prison Sir John Gayer, and the London Company s 

servants, closely imprismwd by the Governor of Surat, from the 

misrepresentations of Sir Nicholas PFdite Remonstrance of 

d’orntnodore Uarland, and the Deputy Governor of Bombay, on this 

occasion Evasive report of Sir Nicholas fVuite to the Court 

on this subject Sir Nicholas Jf 'aite takes possession of Bombay, 

and ap/wints Mr. Aislabie Deputy Governor His report on the 

state of trade in Persia, and on the Malabar Coast His report 

on the internal state of Bombay The Dutch, by blockading 

Surat, obtain a promise of release from the Security -Bonds 

The Queens feet returns to England. Agent Lock's report 

on the trade in Persia President Pitt's report on the trade 

on the Coromandel Coast His opinion on the effect of rendering 

Bencoolen independent of Fort St. George Favorable report of 

the United Council, on the United and Separate Interests in Bengal. 

Report on the Settlements at Banjar-Massin and PvJo-Ckmdore . 

Report of the United Interests at St. Helena. 


1705-6 
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1705 - 6 . Tht imtructions of the Court of Managers to Bombay ill 

and Surat counteracted by the separate instructions of the English ^ *' 

Company to Sir Nicholas Waite. A new Council appointed for 

Bombay^ to act for the general interest^ and to obtain the release 

of Sir John Gayer Separate and secret orders of the English 

Company to Sir Nicholas Waite Amount of shipping arrived this 

season President Pitfs general and separate authority confirm- 
ed. Separate orders to the Agents at Bencoolen^ S^c Gene- 
ral and separate instructions to the Xlnited Council in Bengal, 

Separate orders of the English Company to the Agents in Borneo, 

Bombay threatened by the Mogul and Mahratta armiesy 
and the port of Surat blochaded by the Dutch The insi- 

dious proceedings of Sir Nicholas Waite discovered by Ilustumy the 

English Companfs Broher Opposition of the Council rf 

Surat to Sir Nicholas Waite's measures . ..... His report on the 

defenceless state of Bombay at this crisis Amount of the 

investments from Bombay and Surat Death of Agent Prescott, 

in Persia, and decline of the English trade and influence in that 

kingdom President Pitt's report on the approaching civil war on 

the Coast of Coromandel ; — on the separate affairs of the Lon- 
don Company ; —and on those of the English Coinpany 

Mr. Ridley's report on the state of trade at Bencoolen, in winding up 

the separate interests of the London Company United Council 

in Bengal purchase the full exercise of the London Company's rights. 

Report 
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CHAP, in Report on the favorable state of the United and Separate 


Conient*. j'rade in Bengal, Report on the state of trade at Banjar-Massin. 

The garrison at Pulo Condore massacred by the Malays, and 

the station lost. 


1706 ‘f. General instructions of the Court of Managers to 

President Pitt Sejuirate instructions of the London Company 

to President Pitt His instructions from the English Comp t y. 

-d new Governor and Council appointed for Bencoolen, to 

repoi't on the United and Separate Interests at that station 


Court of Managers appoint Mr. Sheldon and Mr. Hedges to be the 
Chiefs of Council in Bengal, to wind up the separate interests. 

Political situation of Hindostan on the death of Aurungzebe, on 

the 20th February 1 706-7 Decisive battle in favor of Bahadei' 

Shah The Dutch fleet blockade Surat, and obtain a release 

from the Security -Bonds, and permission to resettle their Factory 
Sir Nicholas IVaite continues his oppressions of the London 


Company's servants A Council of the United Company formed 

at Surat, to resist his measures Sir Nicholas IVaite's report 

on the civil and military service at Bombay at this crisis Agent 

lack's report on the famrable state of the Company's affairs in 

Persia Pi esident Pitts report on the political convulsions, as 

they affected the English Settlements and trade, on the Coromandel 


Coast, 


His report on the general interests of the Umted Trade } 


• ■ . , — on 
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~ow the separate interests of the London Company ; 

the separate interests of the English Company His report 


to the Court of Managers on the investment State of the Com- 

panfs affairs at Bencoolen^ at this juncture The Settlements and 


tradein Bengal less affected by the convulsions in India^ than the other 

seats of the Company's trade Report of the Council in Bengal 

o« the United Trade — on the separate interests of the London 

Company — on the separate interests of the English Company. 

Amount of the Bengal investment this season Report on 

the Settlement and trade of Banjar-Massin Capture of two 

of the Company s ships by two French men of war, at St. Helena. 


1707*8. Retrospect of events leading, in this year, to the 

completion of the Union between the two Companies A loan 

of f 1,200,000 for the public set^vice, required from the United 

Company Sir Nicholas Waite (Usmissed by the Court of 

Managers. Act of Parliament {fth Queen Anne) authorizing the 

Award of Earl Godolphin, and extending the privileges of the 

United Company to the 2b th March 17*^6 Explanation of the 

provisions in this Act relating to the additional capital of X 1,200,000, 
and the fund of X\6o, 000, assigned for the payment of interest, 


at Xb per cent Mr. Aislabie appointed by the Court of Managers, 

to he General at Bombay, and a new President and Council nominated 

for Surat General and separate histruclions to President Pitt, 

VOL. III. K on 
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CI ^P. Ill , on the Compare's interests on the Coast of Coromandel. General 

Contents. separate instructions to the United Council in Bengal. 

Fmal instructions of the English Company to their Agent and Council 
at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, ■ 

Political state of the Mogul Empire, in consequence of the civil 

war for the Succession Relaxed state of the Mogul power in 

the provinces on the West (f India Cautious policy of the 

Mahrattas, in their applications fir military stores to the General 
at Bombay, and Presidency f Surat, preparatory to a general war 

against the Mogul Empire First naval establishment, by Conajee 

Angria, on the Malabar Coast Impolitic conduct of Sir 

Nicholas Waite in his disputes with the Presidency of Surat 

Agent Lock's report on the separate interests of the Ijondon Company 

in Persia President Pitt's interesting report on the political 

situation of the Mt^ul power in the Decan and Carnatic 

Embarrassed situation of Madras, from disputes between particular 

Casts of its Native Inhabitants ; and from the power of the 

Arab fleets The revenues of Madras depressed by these events, 

and by a stagnation of trade Measures of President Pitt, 

to wind tip the separate interests of the London Company ; 

and of the English Company Report of the United Council 

at Calcutta, on the political situation of the Bengal Provinces, which 

acknowledged Bahader Shah as Mogul. State of the United 

Company's trade in Bengal;,,,.., — of the separate interests of 


the 
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itie London Company; — of the English Company English CHAP. II r. 


Company's servants expelled from Borneo^ at the instigation of the 

Chinese The characters of the Interlopers employed by the 

English Company the sottrce of their mif or tunes. 

Substance of the Aivard of the Earl of GodolphWy which 
completed the Union of the London and English Companies, and 
established the United Company of Merchants of England trading 

TO THE East-Indies This Award explained, by an authenticated 

account of the debts and credits, of the London Company Final 

instructions of the Court of Committees of the London Company, 
and of the Directors of the English Company to their respective 

Presidencies and Factories in the East- Indies Supplementari/ 

Deeds, which completed the Union, 

Results from the proceeding detail of events, ascertaining the 
Company^ s Rights, from the Revolution, 1688-89, to the Union rf 
the London and English East- India Companies, in 1707 -8. 




CHAPTEK III. 


REVIEW OF THE ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE EAST-INDIA 
COMPANY, FROM THE REVOLUTION, IN 1688-89, TO THE 
UNION OF THE LONDON AND ENGLISH EAST-INDIA COM- 
’’ANTES, IN 17O8. 


1689-90. 


The domestic and foreign Annals of the London East-India 
Company, in this season, furnish events, which appear not 
less irreconcileable to their general interests, than to the new 
situation in which their affairs were placed, by the change in 
the Government of England, and by the consolidated power 
of Aurungzebe in India. 

During the latter years of the reign of James II., the 
encouragement and support which the East-India Company 
received from the Crown, induced them to adopt measures, 
calculated to establish themselves as an Indian Power, or 
Regency, at Bombay, at Madras, and in Bengal ; and, in this 

VOL. III. L project, 
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CHAP. nr. project, they were encouraged, by the practice of the Dutch at 

1689-90. Java, and on the Malabar Coast. It was with this object, that 
the Court had appointed a Governor General, with controling 
power over all their Settlements, to carry the plan into execu- 
tion ; but the fleets and troops which had embarked on this 
service, did not act with concert or with energy, either from 
the Agents in Bengjil, and the Presidency of Madras, not 
having understood, or not acquiescing in, the authority of Sir 
John Child, or from events in India, which rendered general 
co-operation impracticable : — hence the failure of all the expec- 
tations which the Court had entertained, of rendering Bombay 
a Regency, of establishing a fortified station in Bengal, or of 
making Fort St. George of importance, and formidable to the 
contending Indian Powers in the Carnatic. Tliese events had 
lowered the expectations of the Court, and required the most 
cautious conduct in the Company, at home, and in their servants, 
abroad. 

The instruc- The consultations of the London East-India Company, in 

Hons of the ^ . 

Court, in this this year (1689-90), were directed to three distinct subjects: 

^eJson, di- ^ ^ 

reefed to — their equipments and commercial instructions ; — the esta- 

three objects. 

blishmcnt of the Company "as an independent Indian Power, 
that, from a revenue to be raised at the seats of their trade, 
they might find funds for maintaining a force to defend them, 
and follow the example of the Dutch at Batavia, who had 
re.sisted the Country Powers, and, for a centi^ry, maintained a 
superiority in the Indian Seas, over the other maritime nations of 
Europe j — and the adoption of effectual measures to check the 

Interlopers, 



EAST-IXDIA COMPANY. 


Interlopers, who were assuming a new character, or charging lit , 

the Company with misconduct, and projecting iipplications to 16!?9-90. 
Parliament, for establishing a new East-lndia Company. 

In their equipments of this season, the Court proceeded on — ic> the 

abridgement 

the same cautious principles, on which they had acted during of their 

equipments. 

the Revolution ; a caution which was rendered more necessary, 
by the immediate prospect of a war with France, and by the intel- 
ligence received, of the failure of the plan of obtaining a seat of 
trade and government in Bengal, and of the critical situation of 
Bombay, which had been besieged by the Mogul’s forces and 
the Siddee’s fleet. The equipments, therefore, were on a limited 
scale, because a large tonnage was, at this time, in the Indian 
Seas, acting under the orders of Sir John Child (of whose 
death they had not yet heard), and because, till accounts should 
arrive of the large property afloat, farther enterprizes were 
suspended. The Court, besides, could not, as yet, form any 
decided opinion of the support they were to receive from the 
Government, or know the actual state of their Settlements 
abroad. The equipments consisted of three ships only, the 
Chandos, the Benjamin, and the Herbert ; two destined for 
Bombay, and one for Fort St. George ; assigning to their ser- 
vants, as a reason, their expectation that peace might be 
obtained from the Mogul, the difficulty of engaging seamen 
in England, from the approaching war with France, and the 
unsettled state of commercial affairs in England. If the Court 
hoped, from the new political relations in Europe, that a 
direct opposition was not to be expected from the Dutch 

L 2 in 
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CHAP. HI. in the East-Indies, they retained impressions of the insidious 
1689 - 90 . and avaricious conduct of that people, against which their 
servants must provide, and place their Settlements in a situation 
to resist their new ally, should he again find it his interest to 
become their rival, or their enemy. 

With these views, the station at Retorah, in the Queen of 
Attinga’s country, was ordered to be fortified in the strongest 
manner, to ensure a supply of pepper, independently of the 
Dutch ; hut no attempt was to be made to trade to the Spice 
Islands, on account of the .amity between England and Holland, 
from the King mid Stadholder being the same person : — mea- 
sures, however, might be devised, for ag<ain opening a trade to 
Japan, the objection being removed, of the Queen being so 
nearly related to Portugal, and the Royal Family being now 
Protestants, as well as the Dutch : — though China silk and 
sugars had become a great drug in England, yet part of the 
surplus of the Company’s stock might be sent by a large ship 
from Bombay to Amoy, in the hope of procuring an investment 
of other China goods : — the encouragement given to the Arme- 
nians was to be continued, because, through them, an assort- 
ment of tafiaties and Bengal silks might be procured ; — and it 
was hoped, the Europe goods in store, at Bombay and Madras, 
would be sold with profit. 

The Government of Bombay were informed, that a Procla- 
mation had been issued by the King, prohibiting the importation 
of French goods into England ; and the Declaration of war 
against France was sent, with a warrant from the King, and a 


commission 
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commission frpm the Company, to the Governors of Bombay and c hap, in . 
Madras, and the Island of St. Helena, to seize and make prizes 1689 >90. 
of French goods and shipping, and to grant commissions for 
that purpose : — the Presidency of Fort St. George were 
farther directed to take Pondiclicrry from the French, if they 
were of opinion that the possession of this port would contribute 
to the safety of the Company’.s settlements and trade. 

The ships, in their homeward voyage, were to avoid touch- 
ing at any of the ports in Ireland, on account of the war in that 
kingdom ; to sail in company with the Dutch ships, and to 
direct their course round the North of Scotland, to avoid the 
French cruizers. The dry dock at Bombay was to be com- 
•pleted, that it might become a safe retreat to English ship- 
ping, and large quantities of iron-work were sent, for building 
or repairing vessels : — the harbour, also, was to be enlarged, 
wharfs made, and regular markets for provisions established, 
to render that port of commercial consequence to the Europenn.s 
and Natives. 

The Presidency of Fort St. George were directed to 
suspend the plan of fortifying any new station in India, till they 
should receive orders from the Court, or from Sir John Child, 
and were blamed for withdrawing the Factory from Indrapore : — 
the fortifications of the Factory at Bencoolen were *^o be 
strengthened, that station being of importance for the pepper 
trade, and a certain number of Topasses were to be added to 
the garrison. 


The 
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CHAP. III. The Court next took into consideration, the ^expediency of 
1689-90. persevering in the plan for which the war in India had been 
MbilfhmLT undertaken, or the establishing themselves, at their principal 
pny, as^an Settlements, as an Independent Power in India. It is only 

independent _ i • i i j 

Power in In- nccessarv, on this subject, to refer to the measures which had 
dia. 

been adopted, and to the failure of them, detailed at the 
close of the preceding period. The Presidency of Bombay 
were, however, instructed to make every effort to improve t^ 
revenue, as the only means by which this independence could 
either be asserted or maintained, or, in their own language, 
(which explains the ground of this resolution,) that “ the increase 
“ of our revenue is the subject of our care, as much as our 
“ trade ; — ’tis that must maintain our force, when twenty acci- 
“ dents may interrupt our trade ; — ’tis that must make us a nation 
‘‘ ill India ; — without that, we are but as a great number of 
“ Interlopers, united by His Majesty’s Royal Charter, fit only 
“ to trade where no body of power thinks it their interest to 
“ prevent us; — and upon this account it is, that the wise 
“ Dutch, in all their general advices which we have seen, write 
“ ten paragraphs concerning their government, their civil and 
“ military policy, warfare, and the increase of their revenue, 
“ for one paragraph they write concerning trade.” 

Similar orders were issued to the Presidency of Madras ; 
for though the Court approved of the increase made in the re- 
venue, they considered it to be, by no means, equal to what 
might have been expected, or drawn from a fortified town, 
which could aflbrd protection to shipping and trade, and that 

the 
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the amount might be increased to .s^l00,000 per annum, if a chap, hi . 
similar system of taxation should be introduced, with that 1689 - 90 . 
which the Dutch had established at Batavia. 

It was not till this season, that the Court received informa- 
tion of the failure of the negotiations at Surat, and that the Sid- 
dee’s fleet Mere besieging Bombay; but this intelligence had pro- 
duced a considerable sensation in Enghuid ; — these misfortunes 
they ascribed to the imprudent measures, both at the Fort 
and in Bengal, which had exposed Bombay to imminent danger 
from the Mogul. The attempt made l»y the Presidency of Fort 
St. George, to* purchase a peace at Golcondali, was strongly 
reprobated, and orders sent, that unless the terras uhich had 
been agreed on, between the Nabob of Bengal and Mr. Char- 
nock, should be ratified by a Phirmaund from the Mogul, all 
the Company’s Factories should be withdrawn, and their ser- 
vants retire to Madras or to Bombay. If trade to Bengal 
should be opened, it was h) be carried on by private mer- 
chants, on their own account, but small armed vessels might 
be employed, to make prizes of the Mogul ships, at the mouth 
of the Ganges, which, it was hoped, would bring that Sove- 
reign to terms, more efifectually than any other force which 
could attempt offensive measures. If a Phirmaund should be 
obtained, one condition was indispensable, or permission to for- 
tify Chutanuttec, for wlych thirty or forty thousand rupees 
might be paid; and if acquired, this place was to be regulated 
in the same manner as the Dutch administered the government 
of Batavia. 


The 
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CHAP, in . 'Pile third, and most important subject for consultation, in 
1689-90. this season, was the projects of the Interlopers, which had 
the scheme assunied a new form, or presenting applications to Parliament. 

of the In- . . ^ 

teriopers for establishing a new East-India Company, on the supposed 

making ap- 
plications to misconduct of the London East-India Company. 

Parliament 

for the csta- The Opinion which the Court of Directors conveyed to the 

blisbraent of * 

Presidency of Foi’t St. Georgc, on the 15th February 1689-90, 
pany. was, that the Interlopers, or Piivate Traders (who, sinCe the 
first Charter of the Company, and .since its first exercise of ex- 
clusive privileges, had appeared in successive shapes) were now 
assuming (he more defined characters of Associations, pre- 
tending to trade to ports within the Company’s limits, to which 
their ships did not resort, and Associations connecting their 
enterprizes with Foreign Nations, at their scats of trade and 
factories in the East-Indies: — in each of these respects, the 
Court expressed its apprehensions, that they would undermine 
and invade the rights of the Company ; and the events which 
took place, soon after the settlement of the Government, con- 
firmed these anticipations. 

It was not now, as in the preceding cases, a partial inva- 
sion of the Company’s privileges, but a direct attack on the 
legal exercise of them j and the change in the Government 
opened a way, accommodated to general prejudices, respecting 
the validity of rights proceeding fro^p a grant of the Crown, 
siniply, or rights proceeding from a grant, founded on an Act 
of the Legislature. 

The Company had, by their Charters, and by explanations 

of 
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of them, proceeding from the Crown, hitherto preserved the ciMP.nr . 
internal government of their Settlements, by exercising martial 1689-90. 
law, as that which was best accommodated to the maintenance 
of order in distant stations ; and though they had, at Bombay 
and at Fort St. George, introduced Admiralty Courts, and Courts 
of civil and criminal Jurisdiction, the Island of St. Helena 
had, hitherto, been governed, in all cases of emergency, by martial 
law only : — It was against this rule of proceeding, in a small 
Island, which, in fact, was under the command of the Governor 
of the garrison, that the Interlopers, who had been laid under 
restraints in touching at it, promulgated reports, and iniluined the 
public mind against the Company, as governing in the most 
arbitrary manner. To obviate this complaint, the Court, on 
the 15th June 1689, directed the Governor of St. Helena to 
suspend the operation of martial law on the Island, and all 
prosecutions under it, until such time as the rights of the 
Company, to administer the government, could be more fully 
ascertained. 

When the accounts reached England, of Bombay having Resolution of 
been blockaded by the Siddee’s fleet, and that Fort St. George Commons » . 

. applii'l- 

Wiis threatened with a siege, the Interlopers, in the true spirit tion ihc 

Interlopt’fh. 

of faction, exulting in the misfortunes of their country, instead 
of attributing them to their real causes, ascribed them to the 
misconduct of the Court of Directors, and then brought 
out the real truth, or their wishes to become themselves a new 
VOL. III. M Company, 

(1) — Letter from the Court to the Governor of St. Helena, I5ih June l68g. 
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on a separate Joint Stock ; that is, to overset the 

168y-90. Corporation which had carried on trade, and preserved the 
English Settlements in the East-Indies, for nearly one hundred 
years, and to substitute themselves in their place ; or, that they 
were ready to undertake the East-India trade upon more broad 
foundations, and to administer it with greater wisdom and success. 

With this object, an application was made to the House of 
Commons, and a Committee appointed, to consider of the East- 
India trade, before whom the proposition of the Interlopers, and 
the defence of the Company, were fully heard : — ^the public 
mind, at the same time, was agitated, by the printed attacks of 
the one, and defences of the other. The Committee, after deli- 
berating on the subject, came to the resolution, on the 16th 
January 1689-90, “ that it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that the best way to manage the East-India trade, is to have 
“ it in a new Company, and a new Joint Stock, and this to be 
“ established by Act of Parliament ; but the present Company 
“ to continue the trade, exclusive of all others, either Inter- 
“ lopers or Pennission Ships, till it be established.” (*> 

Company de- The Company, sensible that the privileges which they 

terniine to ^ 

petition Par- had hitherto enjoyed, under grants of the Crown, could not, 

iiament for 

an Act, to in future, continue to be their constitution, but that they must 

confirm their •' 

Charter and be exposed to attacks by their opponents, wisely decided, 
that it would be more expedient to yield to the new circum- 
stances, under which they w'ere placed, and to apply for an Act 
of Parliament, on the basis of which their rights might be con- 
firmed, 

( 1 )— LeMer of the Court to the Presidency of Bombay^ 3 lit January 1689-90. 
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firmed, and thus take advantage of the very arguments of chap, nr . 
which the Interlopers had availed themselves. 1689*90. 

The Interlopers, on the basis of the resolution of the interloper. 
Committee of the House of Commons, subscribed .sgl80,000 for 
a new Joint Stock ; but, before the resolution of the Committee 
could be reported to the House, the Parliament was prorogued, 
on the 27 th January 1689-90, and immediately afterwards dis- 
solved, and a new Parliament summoned to meet on the 20th 
March 1689-90. This event put a stop to the proceedings of the 
Interlopers ; and the Company, therefore, hoped to carry on 
their commerce without farther interruption.^*) 

It is natural to suppose, that these proceedings of the 
Interlopers were founded on an imitation of the separate Cham- 
bers of the Dutch Company, and that they expected a similar 
systenvfor the Dast-India trade might be introduced into Eng- 
land ; leaving, however, out of view, that, in the Netherlands, 
the East-India Companies had been engrafted on the Con- 
stitution of the States General, and the support of them made a 
part of that Constitution ; whereas, in England, the London 
Company, as a Corporation, had only been authorized by the 
Crown, or, if its Charter should now proceed t)n an Act of 
Parliament, it still must remain a Corporation only, enjoying 

M 2 exclusive 

(1) — Letters of the Court to the Presidency of Bomba/, 1st and I8ih May, llih 

September I689, 31st January, 14th March IdSp-pO. Letter from the Court (o the 

Presidency of Fort St. George, llth September 1689. Letter fioin the Cou.t to the 

Governor of the Island of St. Helena, I5th June lOsg, (Commons’ Journals, vol. x. p.igei 
345—347.) 
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CHAP. Ill , exclusire privileges, for a certain term, widiout being aasimilaied, 
1689-90. or making a part of the Constitution of England. 


Rerapituiati- The foreign transactions of this season having been detailed 

on of events 

in the Com- in the preceding chapter, with the view of ascertaining the 

pariy’s foreign ^ ^ ® 

Setiiemcnis, effects of the Revolution in England on the Company’s Settle- 

during the 

prtcoding nicnts, it is necessary only, in this place, to refer to the total 

seaboua. 

failure of the measures which had been so ably concerted by ^ir 
John Child, for rendering Bombay a Regency, and for obtaining 
privileges of trade at Surat, and on the West of India. The 
death of that able servant of the Company, and the Phirmaund 
which Aurungzebe granted, had placed the trade and privileges, 
on the West of India, in a worse situation than they had been, 
since their establishment. 

At Fort St. George, for the like purpose of ascertaining the 
effects of the Revolution in England on the Company’s Settle- 
ments, on the Coromandel Coast, and in Bengae, the detail 
of events, which, in tlie order of time, would have been intro- 
duced into this place, was anticipated, or that the failure of the 
different armaments in the objects for which they were sent to 
Bengal, had compelled the Agents in that Settlement to retire to 
Madras ; that the Mogul, after his conquests of Visiapore and 
Golcondah, had expelled the English from their subordinate 
Settlements, though he had not laid siege to Madras itself; 
and that a revolution had taken place in Siam, which had 

changed 
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changed the object of the war against that Sovereign, though c hap, hi . 
it had not re-established the Company’s Factories. 1689-90. 

The commercial proceedings at these different seats of the 
Company’s trade, during this eventful period in Europe, and 
while the power of Aurungzebe was unlimited in India, were 
vague and precarious, and remained so, till instructions, and 
.additional stock and reinforcements should arrive from Europe : 

—at each of the Settlements, however, the new Government in 
England had been acknowledged, in compliance with the orders 
of the Court of Directors. 
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1690 - 91 . 


CHAP. II r. 


1690-91. 

Court endea- 
vour to ob- 
tain an Act 
of Parlia- 
ment to 
counteract 
their com- 
mercial op- 
ponent!. 


The war against France, which had commenced in the 
preceding season, had fixed the attention of the country, and of 
Parliament, on that object only; a circumstance, which ex- 
plains the spirit of the instructions of the Court to Bombay, 
during this season, as partly continuing the plans of precaution 
which had marked them from the commencement of the Re- 
volution, and, partly, giving hopes to their foreign Settlements, 
that they might be enabled, more effectually than in former 
times, to counteract the projects of the Interlopers, by having 
their exclusive privileges of trade established by Act of Parlia- 
ment. 

The Court were satisfied, that under the new system in 
England, it was impossible to prevent, what they described as 
piracies in India, that is, aggressions by the ships of Private 
Merchants proceeding to those seas, (on a presumed liberty 
of trade) without authority from Parliament, or from the 
Company, and frustrating the sales of Europe produce in the 
Indian market, by selling rather with a loss, than not depress 
the Company’s affairs at home; or, by appearing in the 
Indian Seas as real pirates, fitted out in the West-Indies, for 
the purposes of depredations on the ships of the Country 
Powers: — these events had rendered any applications for privileges 

ineffectual, 
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ineflectual, as the Native Powers could not distinguish between chap, h i. 
ships carrying an English flag, and yet acting with hostility, 1690-91. 
and a Company’s ship carrying the same fla^ which not only 
acted under regulations, prohibitory of such violence, but con- 
formably to such privileges as they had been allowed still to 
enjoy, under their Phirmaunds. 

On these grounds, therefore, the Court expected, that they 
should obtain, by Act of Parliament, powers to enable them to 
counteract the piracies of both descriptions, or give them the 
same authority that the Dutch Company had exercised, which 
had all the powers the States General could confer on them. 

As, however, the applications of the Company to Parlia- Commercial 

^ instructions 

ment, as well as the representations of the Interlopers, were **'® *’''**'■ 

^ dency of Su- 

still pending, the Court informed the Government of Bombay, 
that they must proceed, in the administration of that Settlement, 
with the same caution which had marked their conduct in the 
former year, and that, though the Company expected to be able . 
to liquidate all their debts in England, from the proceeds of the 
autumn sales, yet, till they could ascertain upon what system 
they were to act, by public authority, the equipments for this 
season must be on a limited scale, or three ships; the Tonquin, 
for Bencoolen, to bring pepper for the home market ; the 
Dorothy, for Fort St. George, for Coiist goods, and to include 
what might be collected from Bengal ; and the King William, 
for Bombay, with a stock of .3^50,000, to obtain a cargo of 
such produce as might be collected from the Malabar Coast, 
and the other dependencies of Bombay. Under these cir- 
cumstances, 
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*^ HA1p. Ill , stances, the Court ordered encouragement to be ai^ded to 
1690-91. the Armenians, because that people could vend English 
woollens, by carding small quantities into the interior pro- 
vinces, and could collect fine muslins, and other new and 
valuable articles, suited to the Europe demands, better than 
any agents of the Company could eflect, under any Phirmaund 
or grant which might be eventually purchased : — the Court 
also directed, that indigo and drugs might be sent for the 
home market (particularly indigo), for which, in the present 
state of Europe, there was a considerable demand. As, how- 
ever, a duty of five shillings per pound had been laid on 
teas, the Court prohibited any to be sent, but of the finest 
kind, on the Company’s account ; an order which was evidently 
unfavorable to the efforts which had been making to extend 
the trade to the Cliina Seas, and not improbably arising from 
the quantities of that article, brought by the Dutch into the 
Europe market, from their having the almost exclusive pos- 
session of the trade of those seas ; and from the inexpediency 
of attempting any rivalship, at a time when it was necessary, 
from the state of affairs in Europe, to avoid questions between 
the two Governments, allied so strictly to prevent the pre- 
ponderance of France. 

Mr. HarrU . Having heard of the death of Sir John Child, the Court 
PrSdeof of appointed Mr. Harris (so frequently mentioned in the Annals of 
Governor of the preceding years) to be President of Surat and Governor of 
Bombay. the j-gjik and title of General being now dropt, and 

the controling power, of course, suspended ; and Mr. Vaux to 

be 
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be Deputy Governor of Bombay, the fortifications of which m . 
place were to be improved, to render it impregnable, either to 1690-91. 
an European or Indian enemy ; — a reinforcement, also, of one 
hundred and fifty soldiers was sent, to make the garrison more 
efficient. 

The Court desired, that their ships, in their homeward 
voyages, might proceed directly to Barbadoes, from which port 
they might sail for England with the West-India trade, under 
the protection of the convoys appointed for it, that both trades 
might be in safety from the French cruizers or fleets. 

Having, from local as well as commercial relations, found liisiniction* 

for reviving 

it convenient to connect the orders of the Court, respecting the the Persian 

trade, and 

Persian trade, with those for Surat and Bombay, we have to recovering 

the arrears of 

refer only to the information from these Presidencies, and from customs at 
Pr.usiA itself, to understand the instructions of this sejison to 
the Agent at Gombroon, for reviving the Company’s trade 
with that country. The war between the Company and the 
Mogul, did not aftect the trade with Persia, in the degree 
which might have been expected ; and while the superiority at sea 
continued, it impressed the Persians with an idea, that the con- 
test would terminate favourably for the Company. In these 
circumstances, the order was repeated, that Caranvinia wool 
and Persian silks should be obtained, by barter, for English 
cloths, rather than by purchase j imitating the Dutch, who, by 
bartering the finer spices, had nearly engrossed those articles. 

VOL. III. N If 

(1)— Letter from the Court to the Presidency of Bombay, 3d October lC()0.— — 

Letter from the Court to the Preiidcocy of Surat, I8ih February lego-pi. 
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CHAP. HI. If the right to the customs at Gombroon had been admitted, after 

1690-91. the war in India took an unfavourable turn, yet the trade not 
only became more difficult, but the payment of the customs 
withheld, till reparation should be made for the losses which 
the Persian trade had. sustained, during the hostilities between 
the Company and the Mogul. 

The Court, therefore, directed their Agent at Gombroon, 
to make a demand of payment of the arrears of customs ; 
to permit the Armenians to load what goods they might think 
proper, on the Company’s ships, for Europe; to purchase 
whatever quantity he could obtain of Caramania wool and silks, 
with a proportion of worinseeds, rhubarb, and lapis lazuli, and 
to send the surplus stock to Bombay. 

Orders to In the instructions to Fort St. George, the Court recapi- 

Fort St. 

George, to tulatcd the information communicated to Bombay, to account 

reduce the 

military esta- for the limited equipments of this season, explaining that, 

lablishraenti, , ^ . 

pcnd'Ve*' *tie East-India trade, or for confirm- 

forming of ipw tijg Charter of the Company, had been twice read in the 
House, and committed, the Court did not expect that it would 
pass during the existing session, but entertained no doubt, that 
an Act would eventually pass, confirming their Charter and 
privileges: — under this impression, they desired that no new 
Settlement or Factory, for trade, should be attempted, till the 
Company’s rights should be recognized by the Legislature, and 

till 


(1)— Letters from the Court to the Agent and Factors at Gombroon, 3d October l6go, 
aud 18th February 
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till, they should be possessed of the same authority which the cjh^p. h i. 
Dutch exercised, for suppressing pirates and Interlopers; mean 1690-91. 
time, that there should be no other Factories on the Coast but 
Conimere and Vizagapatani, and none attempted at Pegu, 

Siam, Borneo, or Canton ; and this hist exception originated 
in the caution regarding the China trade, which marked their 
instructions to Bombay. 

Considering the fortifications at Fort St. George as not 
needing any addition, it was ordered, that the company of ar- 
tillery and troop of horse should be increased, and regularly 
exercised ; but that one of the companies of infantry should be 
disbanded, and the men, if willing, sent to Bombay, or to Ben- 
coolen. 

On comparing these general instructions to Fort St. George One F.ictoiy 

only to be 

with the particular orders to the Agent at Bengal, we discover continued in 

Bengal, and 

that the Court’s intentions, during the war with France, were Agent Char- 

_ _ nock c-m- 

to have one Factory, only, established in Bengal, but to employ poweraito 
Agents, witli stock to make purchases in the country, who '*'® Com- 

^ ^ •' pany s ser- 

were to return each season to Fort St. George, to settle their 'ants in Ben- 

^ ^ gal, without 

accounts : — one half of the surplus stock was to be employed 
in this experiment, and the other remitted to Surat. 

Mr. Charnock, the Agent, wa.s more specifically direct- 
ed to have only one Factory in Bengal, and a subordinate 
Agent at Ballasore ; — he was to keep as small a stock in the 
country, as was consistent with the continuation of the trade, 
which was to he vested chiefly in silks and fine muslins, which, 
hitherto, had found a good market in Europe : — as a separate 

N 2 instruction, 
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instruction, he was to grant encouragement to the Armenians, 
1690-91. and to persuade them, if possible, to procure fine goods from 
Benares, which brought a high price in Europe. 

That disputes in Bengal might not again be prejudicial to 
the Company’s interests, the Court vested Mr. Chamock with 
])ower to dismiss any of their servants, who might oppose his 
administration of their affairs, and prohibited any appeal from 
his orders to the Presidency of Fort St. George. 

York Fort, at Tlic Court, On reviewing the information received fiom 

Bencoolon, (o ^ 

ened andtiie during thc two preceding seasons, and the 

f^ra^re^ iuiportancc of having a station, from which they could 
withdrawn, draw a proportion of pepper, approved of thc general con- 
duct of the Governor, and directed that thc fortifications 
should be strengthened, and no expences spared, to place 
York Fort in the most respectable state of defence ; 
negroes were sent from Madagascar, to strengthen the 
garrison, as their constitutions >vere better suited to the 
climate than those of the Europeans. The Court also ap- 
proved of the method of administering their affairs, by 
allowing’ the Natives to look up to their own Ri^ahs for pro- 
tection, because these Rajahs, under proper encouragements, 
could manage thc people more easily than it would be possible 
for any Company’s Governor to do : — the Agent, at the same 
time, was vested with discretionary powers, to continue or to 

withdraw 

(l)— Letters from the Court to the Presidency of Fort St. George, 9th May, 3d Octo- 

her, and 19th December t6go, and tsth February 1690-91. Letter from the Court to 

th« Agent and Council at Bengal, teth February 1 690.91, 
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.withdraw the Factory from ludrapore, and to give encourage- ^HAP.iit . 
ment to such Chinese merchants or traders, as should be disposed 1690-91. 
to settle at Bencoolen, under the Company’s protection. The 
whole of these instructions were intended to ensure, by every 
practicable means, a permanent and independent pepper 
trade. 


Tlie embarrassed situation of the Governments, both of Mr. Harrit 
Bombay and of Sukat, from the death of Sir John Child, and COTer'iIortf 
from the circumstances under which the Phirinaund of Aurung- Mr^^eidoll 
zebe had placed the Company’s trade, prepares us to look with 
anxiety, to the expedients which their remaining servants 
adopted, to preserve Bombay, and, if possible, to re-iuvigorate 
the trade on the West of India. 

On receiving the orders of the Court, Mr, Harris was pro- 
claimed Governor of Bombay, and Mr. Cooke (for Mr, Vaux 
was dead) Deputy Governor ; but, the death of the latter, in 
the course of the season, opened the situation to Mr. Weldon, 
who had been employed in the Mogul’s camp, in Visiaporc, to 
negotiate the Phirmaund, and who had returned to B)iMbay, with 
eight of the Company’s servants, who had been prisomrrs. 

The actual circumstances of the Island, the new Governor Mr. Wei- 
and Council, after recapitulating the intelligence of the evacua- orthrsuie 

. of affairs at 
tion Boinba/>and 


(1)— JLetter from the Court to the Agent and Factors at 13eiiGt)oIep, pth Ma/ 
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CHAP, lit , tion of the stations occupied by the Siddee's forces and fleet, 
1690 - 91 . described as follows:^ — ^that, the ruinous and neglected state 
of the fortifications had encouraged the Siddee to make the 
respLiabie ^ attack, and to disembark his troops, without the Mogul’s 

State of de- .l 

icncc. orders; — that had the fortifications been sufliciently strong 
to prevent his landing, more favorable terms would have 
been obtained, than were granted by the Phirmaund j that, 
in fact, such was the defenceless state of the Island, that 
the conquest of it was prevented, more by the jealousy of 
Muchtar Khan, of the influence which the reduction ot it 
would have given to the Siddee, than by the power of the 
garrison to defend it. 

To prevent the recurrence of similar dangers, the Go- 
vernor, in all his letters to the Court, pointed out the necessity 
of additional fortifications ; — ^that a walled town should be built, 
with ramparts to defend it, which would induce the monied 
merchants, or traders, to live under the protection of tlie 
English; — that, by such an influx of inhabitants, the reve- 
nue would be encreased ; — that the merchants’ stores would 
become a security for their residence, and enable the Governor 
to carry his orders into effect, or, in general, would re-esta- 
blish the Company’s power in the Island, and confirm their 
goveniment over the inhabitants. 

The Deputy Governor and Council next described the weak 
state of the garrison, which, from a pestilential disorder, was, 
at this time, reduced to thirty-live English soldiers only, and 
that, though they had a sufficient number of Topasses, their mi- 
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litary services could not be depended on, as they could only c hap, hi . 
be employed in raising the additional fortifications, but not 1690-91. 
trusted to defend them ; — that, during the war, they had em- 
ployed, with considerable effect, d, number of black soldiers, 
whom they could not, with safety, dismiss, but had divided the 
uncultivated lands among them for their maintenance, the 
Company to receive one moiety of the produce; an additional 
stock, and a supply of civil servants, both for Surat and 
Bombay, would, therefore, be required, and a large reinforccii'ent 
of recruits, to render the Eui'opcan part of the garrison ef- 
ficient. 


Having thus explained the general circumstances of Bom- The JesuiN 
bay, the Deputy Governor and Council signified, that the Je- bay'^scLcr^r 
suits on the Island had been active, during the invasion of eTi'i'e^SMdj 'e 
the Siddee, in promoting his views, and, therefore, that they had oniie'isi'aaT 
seized on all the lands owned or occupied by them, but had de- 
ferred any final decision on this subject, till the arrival of the 
President from Surat, who would judge of the claims of those 
people, and restore their lands to such of them as could exculpate 
themselves, or confirm the right of the Company to such por- 
tions as had been the property of the guilty. This measure, 
however expedient, it was feared, might induce the Portuguese 
to attack the Island ; but, that it should be kept in as good 
a state of defence as was practicable. It w.os, at the same 
time, resolved to fortify, as well as their means would allow, 

Retorah, in the Queen of Attinga’s country, and to ere<-t 
buildings at Tellicherry, that they might bring to Bombay 

a proportion 
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cfHAP. III. a proportion of protluce, from the Malabar Coast, or render 
1690 ^ 1 . the investments not wholly dependent on such goods as could 


be purchased at Surat. 

The Mogul During these events at Bombay, Mr. Harris, who still 
I'hr'^Kiigii h continued at Surat, reported, that the intentions of the Mogul 
p<re 8 , as a towards the English appeared more conciliatory ; for, at the close 

comptnsa- .11 1 

lion for the of tlic season, he had agreed to pay eighty thousand rupees, as 

dtred during a Compensation for the goods which had been plundered from 
the war. 

the English Factory, and that it was understood, a more favour- 
able Phirniaund had been procured for the Bengal trade. 

As commercial information, Mr. Harris added, that three 


ships had taken in pepper at Calicut and Carwar, without pro- 
ceeding to Surat, which would convince the merchants of that 
port, that the English could make up assortments, indepen- 
dently of the goods they might furnish. 


King’s decia- The Presidency were in this political and commercial situa- 

agaTnst" tiou, wlicu their Majesties’ declaration of war against France 
d!dm^*aT arrived, which had been proclaimed, and forwarded to Fort St. 
George, and the subordinate Factories.^') 


Persian trade 
obstructed by 
the Dutch, 
and payment 
of customs at 
Gombroon 
postponed. 


The information from Persia, which, from local and 
commercial circumstances, was connected with Bombay, dis- 
covers, in this season, a view of the difficulties of reviv- 
ing that trade, connected with the right of the Company to 


half the customs at Gombroon, and of eradicating from the 


Dutch 


(1) — Letters from the Presidency of Surat and the Governor of Bombay to the Court, 
and Correspondence between Surat and Bombay, 30th June, 30th December 169O, 15th 
January, 91!* 35lh February iSgo-gt. 
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Dutch, as ancient rivals in the Indian trade, those jealousies 
and misrepresentations, which had obstructed the Company’s 1690-91 
progress from their first establishment. It appears, though 
the Dutch, as on former occasions, had made a common 
cause with the English, in Europe, that symptoms of opposition 
to the English trade, could still be discovered in the East. After 
the restoration of peace between the Mogul and the Company, 
the Persian Government, though they admitted the right to 
the moiety of the customs at Gombroon, pleaded, that the 
amount of them had diminished, as the merchants had chiefly 
traded, during the war, with the Portuguese port of Cong 
the Agent, on this occasion, was afraid, that a demand might 
be made by the Persian Government for some compensation, as a 
set olF against the payment of the Company’s share of the cus- 
toms, and, therefore, had sought only the payment of the 
arrears, and obtained from the Shahbunder, a promise to pay 
one year’s customs, and the remainder when it might be practi- 
cable farther, that he had received 1,995 chequins, and 
subsequently 1,500 more, though two years’ customs were stUl 

due. 

Another difficulty, or the conduct of the Dutch, is 
stated by the Agent to have been most adverse to the 
Company’s interests a Dutch Ambassador had arrived in 
Persia, with a splendid retinue and large presents, and pro- 
ceeded to Ispahan, with the professed object of engrossing 
the whole trade in Caramania wool, in exclusion of the 

O English 


VOL. III. 
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CHAP HI. English, whose situation, both in India and in Europe, he had 
1690 - 91 . represented in the most rinpromising light, and, to convince 
the King of the fact, presented a copy of the last unfavoura- 
bJe Phirmaund to the English at Surat, and thence argued, 
that they cotdd not, under such authority, revive their Indian 
trade, or make it of importance to Gombroon ; — that their 
situation in Europe, besides, was'^qually humiliating, as they 
were now subjected to the States General, whose Stadtholder 
had become their Sovereign : — the Agent, therefore, requested 
the Court to obtain a letter from. His Majesty to the King of 
Persia, accompanied with suitable presents, as the most effec- 
tual means of refuting the falsehoods and misrepresentations by 
which the Dutch Ambassador was endeavouring to acquire an 
exclusive monopoly of the Persian trade/‘> 

Presidency of The communication from Fort St. Grgrge duriner 

Fort St. ^ ® 

George pro. this scason, discovers not only that this Presidency had not 

pose a new •' 

Phirmaund received the instructions intended for 'them f detailed in the 

should be ob- 

Madras^Ld transactions), but that, under all the circumstances of 

Bengal. Settlement, and its relation to Bengal, they were obliged 

to act, in the same manner as they had done in the pre- 
ceding season: — after expressing to the Presidency at Surat, 
the vexation they experienced, on perusing the Phirmaund 
for Surat, which they termed “ infamous and scandalous,” 
they gave it as their opinion, that it never would have been 
accepted, or the conditions in it complied with, had Sir 

John 

(1)— Letters from the Agent and Council at Gombroon to the Court, 21st June and 20tb 
October lOpo, and lOth and 27tb March iCpo-pl, 
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'John Child been at the head of the Government ; but, as chap. ni. 
afiairs were situated, they recommended to the new Pre- 1690 “91. 
sident of Surat, and Governor of Bombay, to use their en- 
deavours to obtain a Phirmaund for the Bengal trade, and 
a regular Phirmaund for Madras, including an order for 
the restoration of the servants and goods seized at Masu- 
lipatam, and other Factories on the Coromandel Coast. If 
these Phirmaunds should be procured, they should contain 
authority to revive the trade in Bengal, and give security 
to the Company’s servants more defined than the Phirmaund 
to Surat, or that all applications for them should be I'elinquished. 

The circumstances of Fort St. George continued in the 

® Fort at a 

same situation as in the preceding year ; — the Mogul’s army 
had been successful against the Ram-Rajah, whom the Pre- 
sidency were apprehensive he would finally subdue ; and, 
from the devastations occasioned by the contending armies, 
trade was at a stand ; — ^Mr. Charnock and his Council had 
proceeded, wth a large stock, to open a new commercial 
intercourse with Bengal, an enterprize, to which the Pre- 
sidency had been encouraged by an invitation from the Na- 
bob : — Mr. Chai'nock was favourably received on his arrival, 
and, subsequently, had procured a Phirmaund for Bengal, 
dated the 27th April, in the thirty-third year of Aurungzebe’s 
reign, the preamble to which specified, that the Mogul, (as 
at Surat) having pardoned all past offences, had granted li- 
berty of trade to the English in Bengal, without interruption, 
but explained, that this permission must be understood as allow- 

0 2 ing 
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CHAP III. 

Declaration 
of war 
against 
France pro- 
claimed at 
Fort St. 
George^ and 
an indecisive 
action be- 
tween the 
allted Dutch 
and English 
squadrons 
and the 
French fleet. 


ing former privfleges, only, without exacting any fine firom them : 
— the commercial eflfects of this Phirmaund will appear in the 
foreign transactions of the subsequent year. 

The Presidency of Fort St. George had received the King’s 
declaration of war against France, with information, that a 
French fleet of six sail had left France, in February 1689-90, 
which had arrived in the Indian Seas ; — on its outward passage, 
it had fallen in with the Company’s ship Herbert, at Johanna, 
which, after a very brave defence, had, towards the close of 
the action, unfortunately blown up, and the majority of the 
crew perished; — subsequently, the French fleet captured two 
valuable Dutch ships from 'Ceylon, and afterwards proceeded 
to Pollicherry. On the 20th August 1690, the Dutch and 
English fleets having formed a junction, an action took place 
with the French fleet, off Madras, which, though obstinate, 
was indecisive : — ^the French were, at last, repulsed with loss, 
and were supposed to have proceeded towards Bengal, a 
destination which occasioned considerable uneasiness for the 
safety of the Company’s shipping and trade in that part of 
India. 

The pepper trade at Bbncoolen, in this season, was on 
the increase, but cruizing sloops were necessary, to convey to 
York Fort the pepper collected at the diflerent ports along the 

Coast 

(1) — Letters from the Presidency of Fort St. George to the Presidency of Surat, 22d 

July, 27ih August, and 4 th September Iflgo. Copy of Phirmaund for Bengal, 27ih 

April, 33 d year of Aarungzebe’s reign (1690-91.)—— Relation of the Arrival of the 
French Ships in the Indian Seas, (169O.) 
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Coast of Sumatra; — ^In prosecution of the general orders, to hi. 
encrease the purchases of pepper, the Agents had received every 1690-91. 
encouragement to settle at Sillebar, but would not, without 
instructions, carry this plan into execution ; and requested a 
large supply of stock and stores, and particularly of troops, to 
enable them to put Bencoolen in a state of security. 

( I )— Letter from the Agent and Council at Bencoolen to the Courts 22d June 1690. 
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1691-92. 


CHAP. III. The attention of the Court, during this season (as in the 

1691 - 92 . preceding one), was chiefly directed to the preservation of their 

Oimmons rights, US a Company, by endeavouring to have them protected 

Comp.n'ay's by an Act of tiie Legislature, but, at the same time, to ground - 

those of the their claims on the grants which they had successively received 

Interlopers, ^ i 

to the King- rrom the Crown. 

It appears, that the Housef of Commons, after hearing the 
claims of the Company, and of the Associations for participating 
in the Indian trade, had referred the whole business to the 
King. As this reference more immediately placed them under 
the Royal protection, the Court continued to act towards their op- 
ponents, the Interlopers, in the same manner as they had done 
in the latter years of the two preceding reigns, and granted 
commissions to all their captains, proceeding this season to In- 
dia, to seize the Interlopers of every description, and to bring 
them to trial before the Admiralty Court at Bombay, explain- 
ing, that as they attributed all the differences, between the 
Company and the Indian Powers, to the Interlopers, if they 
continued their depredations on the subjects of the Mogul, 
or King of Persia, they were to be tried for their lives, as pi- 
rates, and sentence of death passed, but execution stayed, till 
the King’s pleasure should be known. This proceeding the 

Court 
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Court rested upon the opinion of the twelve Judges, ^ which was, 

“ that the Company had a right to the trade to the East-Iudies, 1691 -92. 
“ according to their Charter.” 

Reverting to the origin and termination of the war with Court as- 

° ^ ^ cribe the war 

the Mogul, the Court vindicated its justice, by the necessity of 
the case, and traced this necessity to the continued oppres- 
sions of their servants by the Mogul officers, and to the evils lopen. 
which they had experienced from the Interlopers, which had 
affi)rdcd an- excuse to the Mogul, who could not distinguish 
between licensed and unlicensed English Traders, more par- 
ticularly since the latter, on many occasions, had represented 
themselves, though falsely, to ’ be protected by the govern- 
ment. The Court had, however, now the consolation (though 
the issue of the war had not corresponded with the magni- 
tude of the equipments, or their expectations) to reflect, that 
they had rendered the English nation more respectable, both 
in Europe and in India; and though they approved of the 
proceedings of the late Sir John Child, who had been 
faithful and honourable, yet that the war had been more 
disastrous, from his not having sufficiently fortified Bombay 
and Retorah, conformably to orders ; measures which, there- 
fore, they positively enjoined Mr. Harris to carry into effect. 

For this purpose, he was confirmed President of Surat and 
Governor of Bombay (with a salary of ^300 per annum), and 
with the majority of the Council, vested with authority to 
dismiss any of the Company’s servants, who might be guilty of 
disobedience of orders, particularly for corresponding with the 

Interlopers, 
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ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


C HAP. HI . Interlopers, several of whom had got possession of the Com- 
1691-92. panjr’s original instructions. ' 

Bombay or- Bombay, at this period, was again declared the chief seat 

dered to be . . i- i t. -j 

again made of Government in India, and the residence of the President } 

the chief seat 

of Govern- tlie fortifications ordered to be repaired and increased, and the 
ment. 

fort at Retorah to be strengthened, the Court being in amity 
with the Dutch. 


Court ap- 
prove of the 
seizure of the 
Jesuits' lands 


Court’s an- 
swer to the 
memorial of 
the Portu- 
guese Envoy, 
relative to 
the military 
services of 
the inhabi- 
tants of Bom- 
bay. 


As the revenues of Bombay were essential to the mainte- 
nance of their civil and military servants, and the preservation 
of the trade, the Court directed that they should be improved, by 
every practicable means, and explained, that the measure of 
confiscating the lands of those who had deserted them, during 
the invasion of the Island, had already been justified, by the 
precedent of Signior de Tavora, which had been decided by 
Charles II. and the Privy Council, twenty years before the 
present case occurred ; but desired, that the lands might be 
restored to such of the claimants as might be found innocent. 

This resolution appears to have originated in the con- 
duct of the Portuguese inhabitants of Bombay, who, during 
the Dutch war, and that with the Mogul, refiised to assist 
in the defence of the Island, and claimed exemption from 
military service : — in this claim tliey were supported by the 
Portuguese Envoy in London, who presented a memorial in 
their favour to the King, founded on rights under the former 
Portuguese dominion at Bombay. In answer to this memorial, 
the Governor and Committees of the London East-lndia Com- 


pany stated, that the inhabitants of the Island of Bombay, 

while 
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wlnie they were subject to the King of Portugal, paid one-fourth chap, hi . 
part of the profits of their lands, as a quit-rent, which President 1691-92. 
Aungier, soon after the Island came into the possession of the 
Company, commuted for a quit-rent of twenty thousand xeruphins 
per annum, reserving to the Company, as representing the King, 
the right to the military services under which the lands were held 
of the Crown of Portugal ; — that during the late war with the Mo- 
gul, not only the payment of this quit-rent had been refused, but 
the right to the military services denied, and, during hostilities, 
the Portuguese inhabitants had, by refusing military aids, forfeited 
the rights to their lands, though it was admitted that they, by 
the cession of the Island to England, had become subjects of 
the King, to whom, by their tenures, they were bound to afford 
military services, either personaUy or by substitute, more parti- 
cularly in cases of invasion ; and that the lands held by ecclesi- 
astics were equally bound to furnish military service, either 
by the possessors, or by their substitutes ; — if, therefore, it was 
considered, that the Island, since being granted to the Company, 
had required for its defence, by fortifications and by garrisons, 
so large a sum as ^400,000, particularly during the wars 
between the Mogul and the Hindoos, this claim of exemption 
from such service was unreasonable, more particularly, when 
the practice of the native inhabitants of Madras, and of all the 
other hhiglish. Hutch, French, and Hanish colonies in India, 
could be adduced as evidence, that such services were admitted 
and general.<’^ 

VOL. III. P The 

(1)— Aaiwer of the £ast-lndia Coropanj to the Memorial of the I’oriugacse Envoy, 

relative 
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ASIfALS OF THE HONORABLB ' 


C H A P, 111 . The Court next approved the retaining the Gtentoo soldieiB -la 
1691-92. their service, and assigning them portions of: lands for thehr 

Measures for . . it j l ir l • 

encreasing maintenance : — ^they were ako to be allowed halt-pay, but, m 

establishment this case, the Company were to receive half the produce of 
at Bombay. . 

their lands ; a regulation the more expedient, tnom the difficulty 
of finding a sufficient number of recruits in England to strength- 
en the garrison. To obviate the danger arising from entrusting 
the defence of the place to the Natives, the Court recommended 
to the Presidency, to engage (if they could be obtained) about 
sixty Armenian Christians, to serve as soldiers, and to offer 
them a bounty of forty shillings per man, and the same pay 
as the English soldiers, because, professing nearly the same 
religion, and being, in other respects, of good character, they 
might be deemed almost a regular part of the Company’s military 
establishment. As the efficient strength of the garrison must 
always depend on English soldiers, and as recruits could not be 
sent from England during the war, the President might embody 
about sixty Madagascar negroes (their constitution rendering them 
equal to the most laborious duties) to be commanded by English 
officers : and the same number of Arab Lascars, whose bravery 
and active services could be more depended on. 

The equipments of the season consisted of live large 
ships, two or three of which were for Bombay ; but the hiring 
country vessels on freight was to be discontinued: — forty . 
rupees were to be paid for the Company’s passes, granted to 

country 


Coraraercial 
instructions 
for the sea- 

tOD. 


relative to the Military Services of the Portuguese Inhabitants of the Island of Bombay , 18 tb, 
March 1691-92, (East«India Papers in the Slate Paper Office, Part ii. No. 2$^.) 
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country, ships, which would enorease the revenue, and prevent c hap, irr . 
Interlopers, or pirates, from trading in the Indian Seas: — the 1691-92. 
encouragement given to the Armenians ought to be continued, 
and a duty of one per cent., only, taken from them, for goods 
imported from Europe into India : — on the homeward-bound 
ships, a thousand tons of saltpetre, at least, were to be sent 
f|*om Bengal, it being understood the French were sending 
ships to that country, this season, for this service only.^') 

If the instructions to Mr. Gladman, the Agent in Persia, Persian trads 

° _ to be pro- 

fwhose conduct was approved of by the Court,) discover mo‘ed, by 

^ encouraging 

caution, with respect to the Dutch, they mark a determina- the Arme- 
nian mer- 

tion to extend, by every means, the trade to that country ; chants. 

Mr. Gladman was to continue his detail of the progress of 
the Dutch embassy, and without giving any ground of com- 
plaint, to use his endeavours to prevent them (notwithstanding 
the amity between the two nations in Europe) from acquiring 
an exclusive trade in any of the Persian commodities : — he was, 
also, to procure all the Caramania wool that he possibly could 
purchase. 

After expressing their opinion of the integrity of the Arme- 
nians, the Court recommended, that if this people could engross 
the whole trade in Persian silks, this article might be allowed to 
be imported into Europe by them, on the Company’s ships ; and 
that, through them, the Agent should push the sale of English 

P 2 broad-cloths, 

(1) — Letters from the Court to the Presidency of Bombay and Surat, Uth May, 2ith 
September l6g\, and 29th February 1691-92. 
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CHAP. III. broad-cloths, of which a thousand pieces, of proper coloure, had 
iST^ 2. been shipped. On viewing aU the circumstances of this trade, «ie 
Court were of opinion, that as three thousand pieces of broad- 
cloths were annually used in the kingdom of Persia, the sale of 
this staple might be extended, as a most profitable and popular 
measure; and foundetl this opinion on the fact, that as the 
Company paid no customs in Persia, and the freight from Bom- 
bay was small, they might sell cloth at cheaper rates, than the 
cloths which came from Aleppo, to the Persian market, without 
such advantages any surplus stock at Gombroon was ordered 
to be remittetl to Bombay, and aj^lied to the investment from 
that part of India. <’> 

Mr.Yaiedis- The instructions to the Presidency of Fort Sr. George, 
MTHig^in- this season, regarded rather the internal administration, than 
TpScnt the trade. The general amount of the equipments, with the 
^ofge! *' proportion consigned to Bombay, ascertains the tonnage intended 
for the Fort and for Bengal : — the Court estimated the remaining 
dead stock at the Fort at 5^400,000 ; and calculated, that the 
remains of Europe goods, ordered to be sold, would afibrd an 
additional fund for an investment in Coast cloths. There is a 
deficiency of commercial information, in this season, which arose 
from the dissentions between President Yale and his Council; 
Mr. Yale was, therefore, dismissed the service, and censured, 
for having relinquished the West Coast, or Sumatra trade, and 
Mr. Higginson was appointed President of Fort St. George. 

The 

(1)— Letters from the Conrt to tbe Agent'and CkruDcil in £eriia, 13 tli May, 25 th Sep- 
tember 1691, and 29th February 1691-92. 
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The appcBiitmeiit, howerer, o£ Mr/ Higginsoo^ was coasi- C HAP.iir . 
(Aered not to be a sufficient remedy for the evils arising from the 1691 > 92. 
dissentkms at the Fort, fnr, at the end of this season, the Court Goldesbo- 
appointed Captain (afterwards Sir John) Goldesborough, to be pointedCom- 

niissory Gc* 

Commissary General, and Supervisor over all their affairs in neral and Su- 

pervisor of 

India^ that is, vested him with authority to make a full invest!- the Compa- 
ny’s Affairs 

gation into the origin and nature of all disputes, and to frame in India, 
such regulations, as might give greater consistency to the future 
proceedings of this Presidency, with power to dismiss any of 
their servants, who might, after full examination, be found cul> 
pable. Sir John Goldesborough’s instructions were ; — on the 
voyage, to hoist his flag, as Admiral, after passing the Sound- 
ings ;~to proceed, in the first instance, to Fort St. George, . . 

and after having fully examined the matters in dispute between 
Mr. Yale and the Council, and decided between them, to go 
next to Bencoolen, and examine into all the facts regarding the 
trade at that port, and place it under such regulations, as 
might ensure the Company the largest supply of pepper and 
other produce : — the Court, however, on consultation, did not 
(as far as the facts were known to them) consider it to be neces- 
sary for him to proceed to Bengal, because the confidence which 
they reposed in Mr. Chamock, rendered him the best judge of 
the means of re-establishing the trade in that province. 

Tlie new President and Council, in the mean time, Directiom 
(till the arrival of Sir John Goldesborough) were to direct [“i’Sfng, 
their attention to the improvement of the revenue of Ma- of mS*!** 
dras, which tlie Court held did not amount to one-fifth 

of 
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CHAP. Il l, of >vfaat it might yield, under an efficient administration, 
1:^91-92. This opinion they illustrated, by the analogy of the Dutch, 
who drew, at this time, a revenue from Batavia, estimated at 
^230,000 sterling, per annum ; and were the Dutch in posses* 
sion of so strong a situation as Madras, which was as favorably 
situated for the Coromandel Trade, as Batavia was for the 
Southern Trade, they would soon realize a revenue, equal to that 
of Batavia : — it was, therefore, resolved, that the quit>rents 
should be increased, by a progressive duty on houses, taking a 
scale, from four to eighteen fanams each house; — and next, 
that a duty should be imposed on licences for public-houses, 
kept l)y Europeans, in a scah^ from live to forty pagodas per 
annum, according to their magnitude or trade ; and on the 
public-houses, kept by Natives, a similar duty of from one 
to four pagodas per annum : — the orders, therefore, for inclos- 
ing and raising fortifications round tlie Black Town, were to be 
carried into effect, which would facilitate the collection of the 
revenue : — the expences of these fortifications were to be defray- 
ed by the inhabitants, who derived protection from them, not 
by the Company : — the Christian part of the town was to be 
extended, and to form a quadrangle, witli handsome stone 
bridges over the river, and one quarter of it to be assigned to 
the Armenians, who might be able to induce skilful artificers to 
settle at a place, at which they would be under the protection of 
the Fort, without being exposed, as they had hitherto been, to 
depredations by the belligerent powers in the Carnatic : — ^in this 
quarter, the Armenians were to be permitted to build a church, 


at 
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at their own charge, and houses for the merchants, on payment ni . 
of ground rents to the Company. This order is accompanied 1691-92. 
with an interesting account of that distinguished class of 
merchants. The quarter set apart for the Armenians was to 
be called Julpha, “ that being the town from which Shah- 
“ Abbas the Great had brought them, when he conquered 
“ Armenia, and settled them in a suburb of his new-made me- 
“ tropolitan city, Ispahan, and called the qiuu'ter he allotted 
there to the Armenians, Julpha, by the name of tlie city trom 
“ whence he brought them, and they are increased there to be 
“ the richest people, and the most expert merchants we know 
“ of, in the universe.” 

These improvements at Madras, proceeding upon the plan Uegnlatmns ^ 

of increasinff the native inhabitants, explain the order given of Aldermen 
° . ’ _ _ at Madra». 

respecting the Corporation, into which, the Court were of opi- 
nion, too many Englishmen had been admitted, to the office 
of Aldermen, and therefore recommended, “ that, in future, the 
“ Aldermen should be of different casts, vh. one Armenian, one 
“ or two Hebrews, one or two Portuguese, one or two Gentoos, 

“ and one Moor or Musselman.” 


On the subject of the Factories, subordinate to the Fort, Fadories at 
the Court ordered tlmse at Conimere and Cuddalore to be with- cuddaiore 
drawn, as a purchase had been made from tJie Kaiii-Kajah, of a and a new 

settlement 

new Settlement at Tegnapatam : — ^This Sett lement, with Madras purdiased at 

, , , . « , Tegnapatam, 

and Vizagapatara, were to he the only established stations of the 
Company on the Coromandel Coast ; — in each, the Armenians 
were to be encouraged to settle, because the charges of an 

English 
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Fort St. 
George. 


RngH^ Chief, in a snbordinate Factory, amoanted to more 
1691-92. than twenty Armenian merchants would cost, in procuring the 
same goods. For Uie better regulation of the Company’s 
interests, an Attorney General was to be ap^inted for Fort 
St. Gewge. 

Retrench- The Orders respecting the garrison, of the preceding year, 

ment of the ^ a • i i i i 

military esta- wcrc in suDstancc repeated, with the alteration, that the two 
blishment at . ^ ' 

companies of infantry were, in future, to be commanded by 
Lieutenants only : — ^the President, and First of Council, who 
were to be Captains, were to have no pay, in time of peace, and 
the duty was to be done by an Aid-M^or, or Adjutant, who 
was to have four shillings per day, pay, and twenty shillings per 
month, maintenance, being the sum allowed for Aid-Majors in ail 
the Company’s other military stations : — ^the troop of horse and 
company of artillery, formed of the civil servants, were still to 
continue embodied. 

The observations made in the instructions to Bombay were 
repeated, respecting the reference made to the King by Parlia- 
ment, on the subject of the Company’s rights, and the granting 
commissions to their Captains to seize Interlopers; describing 
them to be “ mal-contents, quondam Committee-men, and 
« Adventurers, who have sold their stocks at high rates, and 
“ want to buy in again at low.” 

The 


(l) — Letters from the Court to the Presidency ;of Fort St, George, 23d January and 
apthFebroary l(59l-93.— — Copy of Sir John Goldesborongh’i Instructions, 2pth February 
> 691 - 92 ' 
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Tlie Court’s instructions for Bengal, in substance, were, c hap, hi . 
that it was to remain an independent Agency, till Mr. Cliarnock’s 1691-92. 
removal or death ; in either event it was, again, to beeomc sub- ‘o >>e 

® again subor- 

ordinate to tlic Fort ; — that it was proper in Mr. Charnock to 

^ ^ Fort, after 

make the presents he mentioned, to the Nabob ; — that the Facto- 
ries at Malda, Dacca, and Patna, were to be withdrawn, pro- 
vided a sufficient quantity of sidtpetre could be procured at 
Hughly, one thousand tons of which wjis to make part of the 
investment for the seiison ; — ^that the remainder of the invest- 
ment (five hundred tons) was to be filled up with the best Bengal 
goods that could be procured, and the Armenians were to be 
encouraged, as much as possible, to bring down finer goods from 
the Upper Provinces. 

As the Court were, as yet, ignorant of the station which 
Mr. Charnock might have been able to fix on, for a Factory, they 
directed, that the mint should be established in whatever place 
he might reside ; and repeated the orders, referred to in the 
dispatches of this, and the preceding year, that no corrcsj)on- 
dence should be held by any of the Comi)any’s servants, with 
the Interlopers, or their agents. 

The instructions for Bencoolen refer rather to the lllTUng'C- A militar/ 

guard to be 

iiicnts which Sir John Goldesborough was to make, lor extending formed at 

lieiicoolcn. 

the trade, and employing means for its security, than to any 
expedients beyond those already adopted, by the Agent and his 
Council : — meantime, the proposal of forming a Settlement at 
VOL. III. Q Sillcbar 

(1) — Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council of Bengal, 22d Januar/ and 
39th February 1691-92, 
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CHAP. Ills Sillcbar was rejected, but an allowance given to employ six or 
1691-92. eight Buggiiesses, as a life guard to its Chief or King ; — that 
twenty or thirty Madagascar blacks should be trained as soldiers, 
and, as a distinction, have a red coat and cap, but not the custody 
of their own fire-arms, and always to be commanded by an Euro- 
pean oflicer : — the garrison was to be regulated by martial law, 
and an armed sloop was to be sent from Fort St. George, for 
the protection of the Company’s trade. 

Measures of The Orders to the subordinate Factory at Tonquin, which, 

Tonqmn"dts. it appears, had still been continued, conveyed a disapproba- 
jppioved. proceedings at that Agency, both because the goods 

sent were of inferior cpiality, and out of rerpiest ; and because 
i£ 30,000 stock had been left there, unemployed, or dead ; 
the Agent, fhcreforc, was, in general, ordered to purchase as 
much goods as possilde, and to obey such instructions as he 
might receive from the j)erson appointed by Sir John Gohles- 
borough, to take off the remaining stock, and send it to Fort 
St. George, in aid of the Company’s investments from that 
Presidency. 


An pnihargo 
I Tiit’ivd ril 
Sni^iton Eu- 
rope .ship- 


On comifaring the circumstances in which Bombay and 
Surat were placed, at the close of the last season, with 

the 


( I )— Letter from the Com t to the Agent and Council of Bencoolen, 29th February 
1691-92. 

(2J — Letter from the Court to the Agont at Tonquin, 29th Tebrunry 1091-92. 
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the instructions of the Court regarding both, specified in the chap. nr. 
preceding narrative, %ve discover, that President Harris had been 1691-92. 
obliged to remain at Surat, to restore, if possible, the Coin ' guard 

.. 1 on the Ell- 

pany s trade, to a situation in whicli it could be made pro- giish Factor/, 
ductive ; but, that such was the suliordination of the Factory to 
the Mogul Governor, that had he proceeded to Bombay, without 
permission, the Company’s servants might have been seized, and 
the trade exposed to hazard. It is true, that this Presidency, 
at this time, had received the Mogul’s Husbul-hookum,” or 
grant, for libeity of trade in his dominions ; but they continued 
to be of opinion, that no place but Bombay ought to be the 
chief seat of the Company’s commerce in India, because the trade 
at Surat was liable to continued oppressions by the brokers, 
who were protected by the Governor ; — any protection which 
the Husbul-hookum” afforded, was precarious, and the 
safety of the servants and trade uncertain, from the freejuent 
piracies committed by ships, (whether Interlopers or actual 
pirates,) navigated by Europeans. A ship belonging to Surat 
had been attacked and plundered by a pirate of this des- 
cription, reported to be English : — this conduct obliged the 
Governor to place a guard on the English Factory, for an 
embargo had been laid on all European shipping, without dis- 
crimination. From this distress the President had bee n j)artially 
relieved, in consequence of one of tlie cicw of the pirate having 
been seized, and found to be a Dane, and from its appearing, 
in the sequel, that the commanders of several of the pirate 

Q 2 ships, 
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C HAP, in . ships, to avoid disputes with the greater European Powers, 
1691-92. had represented themselves as belonging to that nation. 

President Harris and his Council, therefore, reported that 
unless effectual measures should be taken to seize on, and to 
prevent the appearance of vessels of this description in the 
Indian Seas, the European trade, particularly that of the 
English, would be constantly exposed to interruptions, if not 
to danger, for the Natives ascribed to them a knowledge, if not 
a connivance with those predatory rovers. 

Bombay, at this time, as a place of security, either for 

ducedsiaie^of Company’s shipping or trade, was exposed to attacks, be- 
ihe garrison, cuuse the supplies which the Governor had requested, had not 

been sent, the numbers of the inhabitants, from the plague, 
had diminished, and the garrison been reduced j he, there- 
fore, repeated his request, that a lai'ge supply of recruits and 
stores might come on the next ships from Europe. Of the 
Company’s civil servants on the Island, only three remained 
alive, and the English officers and soldiers were few, and could 
not hold out, for any time, against an invader. 

The President next explained, that although two of the 
Company’s ships had arrived at Surat, from Bengal, the produce 
brought was inconsiderable, owing to the impression of danger 
from the French ships in those seas, from which these ves- 
sels had made a narrow escape: — the Court’s order for the 
homeward-bound ships to sail round the North of Scotland, 
had been opposed by the captains, the President, therefore, 

instructed 


Commercial 
(listresies of 
this Presi- 
dency. 
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instructed them, when they arrived at the Cape of Good 
Hope, to hold a consultation with the Dutch Governor 1691 - 92 . 
and officers, the result of which, he trusted, would be, to 
induce them to obey the orders of the Court : — ^he then re- 
ported, that though favorable accounts had been received of 
the disposition of the new King of Siam, with respect to the 
English, he had not deemed it prudent to risk the Company’s 
stock in that country, but had sent a vessel to examine the 
practicability of re-opening the trade. 

The information closes with what often occurs among 
Agents, in remote Settlements, or disputes between the Governor, 

Deputy Governor, and Council, about precedency, and being 
attended with ensigns of dignity.(') 

The Agent at Gombroon, this season, does not appear to 
have conformed to the Court’s orders, regarding the large 
quantity of English broad-cloths, which it was calculated 
might be disposed of, in Persia; he stated, however, that 
the Dutch Ambassador had not succeeded in obtaining a 
monopoly of Caramania wool, or silk, but had so far gained 
on the Shahbunder and brokers, as to obstruct the sales of 
English produce at Gombroon, which had obliged him to 
pack the goods brought by the Rebecca, in bales, and to 
forward them to Ispahan, to be sold in that city ; and no 

payments 

(1)— Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, 19th June 1(591. 

— Letters from the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay to the Court, 271 li 
October 1691, and 2Sth January 1691-92. 
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CHAP. III. payments had, as yet, been received of the two years’ customs 
1691-92. due to the Company 


Military ope- The cvents at Fort St. George and in Bengal, during 
Carnaiic, be- this season, are rather of importance, from the political cir- 


iweeii inc ar- • ii 

mies of Au- cumstances under which both of those stations were placed, 
the Hindoo than from the exertions which the President or Agent of either 

Princei. 

had made. Those dissentions between President Yale and his 


Council continued, which had induced the Court to appoint 
Sir John Goldesborough to be Commissary General : — this ani- 
mosity was so marked, that the (icneral Letters to the Court, 
during this season, were signed by the President only, and not 
by the Council ; these dissentions were peculiarly unfortunate, 
from the continuance of the war between the Mogul and the 
Hindoo Chief, or Ham Rajah, which exposed the provinces to 
depredations, incompatible with trade : — it is, however, inte- 
resting to collect, from the narratives of the Presidency of 
Madras, the cvents which occurred during the latter years of 
Aurunzebe’s reign ; and they have this degree of authenticity, 
tliat they are the reports of individuals interested in them, 
from a sense of their own safety. 

It appears, that the strong station of Gingce, into 
which the Hindoo King, or Rum-Rajah, had thrown himself, 
still enabled him to hold out against the Mogul army, com- 
niunded by Zulfakcr Khan, and that, during the long siege 
which that officer had conducted, he had made little or no 
impression on the place : — this the President accounts for, by 

the 


(1) — Letter from Agent Gladman to the Court, 18 th July 169I. 
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the supplies for the Mogul Army, both of men and money, chapj^. 
being intercepted in passing through countries occupied by 1691-92. 
the Hindoos, and from a large body of the Mogul troops, 
under Sultan Azera-Darah, having separated from the main 
army. This account coincides with the details of the historians 
of the times, of the civil wars which uerc beginning, between 
the Emperor and liis sons, who were each taking measures to 
ensure his succession. 

Continuing the account, that Gingec still licld out, the 
Presidency stated, that the Mogul had sent a large army, under 
his youngest son, Khan Buksh, and the Vizier Assed-Khan, to 
reduce Gingce, and to extirpalc the Hindoos in the Carnatic ; 
concluding, that, from the uncertainty which the Presidency felt 
respecting the result, though they Imd hitherto, during the three 
years which the siege had continued, only expended .=£ 500 , 
in presents to the Chiefs, and had been able to keep on 
friendly terms with both parties, yet, tis the Mogul coiiuminder 
had sent notice of his being within seven days’ inarch of the 
Fort, farther presents, to the amount ot ten thousand pago- 
das, would be reipiired, to prevent the place being exposed 
to a higher demand ; and added, that though they were in a 
state of peace at Mtulras, they were not in security, and there- 
fore requested a reinforcement, of from two to three hundred 
soldiers. 

It is remarkable, during this state of warfaix; in the coun- Fou st. 

^ David, or 

trv that the Presidenev had purchased Tegnap;.(am, and the Tcgnapaiam, 

^ loiliht'd. 

title had been secured by a grant, under the seal of the Hindori 

King, 
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CHAP, ni . King, and by a Cowl from the Subah of the Carnatic, and that 
1691-92. this town had bee» walled, and bulwarks made to it: — in the 
correspondence it is, for the first time, denominated Fort St. 
David. This acquisition appears to have been viewed with 
much jealousy by the Dutch, who refused to pay the same 
customs of two and a half per cent, to the Company, at the port, 
which they had formerly paid to the Duan, notwithstanding 
the English Agent claimed on the principle, that the place had 
been sold by the Hindoo King, in full right to the Company, 
and confirmed by the Subah’s Cowl: — the Dutch, however, 
refused the payment, and the Agent at Fort St. David’s laid 
an emlmrgo on the Dutch goods, till they should acquiesce in 
this rate of custom. 

The Presidency described, at the same time, the low state 
of the Dutch trade, that they had fixed their chief station, 
or residence, on the Coromandel Coast, at Negapatam, and 
that the French had remained quiet, during this year, at 


Trade in 
Bengal re- 
eslablished, 
aiui the 
Agency fixed 
at Chiita- 
nuttee. 


PolUcherry. 

The measures adopted for reviving and establishing the 
trade in Bengal, arc detailed in the Madras correspondence ; 
in which it is intimated, that fifty thousand pagodas were 
intended to be sent to Mr. Charnock, who had dispatched a 
ship for England, without previously intimating the circumstance 
to the Presidency ; — that the residence of the Agent was 
at Chutanuttee, and though protected by about a hundred 
soldiers, he had not been allowed to build a fortified Factory, and 
storehouses. This defenceless situation, the President ascribed to 


the 
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the Governor of Surat having retained the Phirmaund for Ben- 
gal, till restitution should be made to him of the goods taken 1691-92 
from the merchants in the late war ; and add^ his opinion, that 
without such Phirmaund, it would be impracticable to settle the 
trade in Bengal, with any prosjpect of safety or success. 

The President, on the subject of trade on the Coromandel 
Coast, reported, that, from the wars in the country, the price of 
provisions and labour had risen so high, that there was great 
difficulty in procuring calicoes and piece-goods ; — ^that exertions 
would be made to obtain an investment of those articles, both at 
Fort St. David and at Vizagapatam, and that they had sent to 
Bengal, with Mr. Charnock, a stock of 210,000 pagodas, besides 
powers to recover about 400,000 rupees, in debts and remains, 
left in that country; of whom, however, they con^plain, for 
having acted without the President’s orders, and for not having 
afforded them any accounts of his proceedings. 

The only information respecting Bencoolen, during this Affnm at 
season, appears on the Madras advices, at which station, as if and Tonquin 
by contagion, similar dissentions among the Company’s servants *“ 
had arisen : — ^the Agent, Mr. Sowden, had been recalled, and 
Mr. Fleetwood sent from the Fort, to take charge of the 
Settlement. 

The Madras letters complain of want of informaticn from 
Tonquin, and request the Court to send out a person, properly 
qualihed, to take charge of that Factory.^ 

VOL. III. B. 

CO-^Letteri from Preiideot Yale to the Courts 25th May and 20tb Noramber lOgi* 
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chap^i. The Court’s instructions to the foreign Settlements of the 
1692-93. Company, in this season, are extremely limited, no orders hav> 
cy of inteiii- ing been sent to Fort St. George, Bengal, or Bencoolen, 
India aftects probably from their having entrusted the whole of the mea- 

the Court's 

instructions sures to be adopted, at the two first of these stations, to the discre- 

to their fo- 

reign Settle- tion of Sir John Goldesborough, from whom, at this time, they 

nients. 

had not received any communications, respecting the actual 
state of either of those Settlements ; and from their having con- 
fided entirely in Mr. Charnock, in Bengal. It is remarkable, 
however, that the equipments of the season were larger, and 
the stock greater, than either had been in the preceding year. 
]!tock*"and*' equipments consisted of eleven ships : — of the first fleet 

hismicdons three (the Charles the Second, the Sampson, and 

of the season, Berkeley Castle) were consigned to Madras and Bengal; 

two, (the Modena and Elizabeth) to Bombay and Surat, with 
a stock of 5^100,000; and, subsequently, another ship (the 
Resolution) to Bombay, with a farther stock of ^50,000 in 
bullion. As the season advanced, four more large ships (the 
Defence, Princess of Denmark, Royal James, and Mary) were 
dispatched to India, and a small vessel to St. Helena and 
Bencoolen.. 

Ob 
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On the Modena, besides other articles, a thousand pieces of ^ hap. hi . 
broad-cloth were sent, with an order to forward them, with the 1692-93. 
utmost expedition, to Persia, unless they could be disposed of, at 
very high rates, for ready money, at Surat or Bombay. Tlie 
only general instruction of this season was, that the President 
should remain at Surat, till the investment for the season could 
be completed j and, subsequently, that he was not to remove to 
Bombay, till farther orders. To promote the Company’s trade 
on the Malabar Coast, the Armenians were to have the use of 
the Company’s warehouses at Carwar, to lodge their goods, on 
paying at the rate of four per cent, per monsoon, for this accom- 
modation. 

The instructions to the Agent in Persia, corresponded with some young 

111 

those detailed for Bombay : — he was directed to send the thou- Ispahan, to 

I 1 • acquiie the 

sand pieces of cloth from Gombroon to Ispahan, by the hrst Persian and 

. Armenian 

conveyance, and himself to proceed to that city, to concert with languagea. 
the chief of the Armenians, respecting the measures to be 
adopted for promoting the Company’s interests ; and to get some 
young men, who had embarked from England, accommodated 
at Ispahan, to acquire a knowledge of the Persian and Arme- 
nian languages, to qualify them to conduct the Company’s com- 
mercial concerns in that kingdom. 

R 2 Several 

(I) — Letter from the Court to the President and Council of Bombay and Surat, lat 
April 1692. 

(a)— Letter from the Court to the Agent at Gombroon, lit April 
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CHAP. III. 

169 ^ 3 . 

The obstruc- 
tion of the 
passage of 
the pilgrimij 
from Surat to 
Mecca, the 
source of the 
peace granted 
by the Mo- 
gul to the 
English. 


I'he French 
fleet capture 
one of the 
Company*s 
ships. 


Several interesting circumstances occurred at Surat and 
Bombay, in the season 1692-93, respecting the conduct of the 
Mogul towards the Company, and the proceedings of the French, 
in that part of India. 

The annual voyage of the pilgrims, from Surat to Judda, 
and thence to Mecca, formed an important part of the Malio- 
medan religion, and, as will appear in the sequel, it was the 
duty of the Siddee, as Admiral of the Mogul fleet, to convey 
them to Judda, and return with them to Surat. During the 
war with the Company, compliance with this part of their reli- 
gion had become difficult, and frequently impracticable, and 
had the Presidency of Bombay, during the wai*, been aware of 
this circumstance, and captured some of the principal pilgrims, 
the release of Mr. Harris might have been effected, and peace 
obtained on more favourable terms ; for he now gave it as 
his opinion, that the real cause of the Mogul having granted 
peace to the English, was to allow a free passage, to and 
from Judda, to the pilgrims. A rupture, also, had taken place, 
at this time, between the Mogul and the Portuguese, for the 
Siddee had landed with a body of troops, to attack tlie fort of 
Bassein. 

The force of the French, on the West of India, was disco- 
vered, from the incident of their fleet having captured, on the 
11th October 1692, the Elizabeth, one of the Company’s ships, 

within 
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within fifty leagues of Bombay ; and though the capture is de- 

scribed as having been made, after a sharp engagement, resistance 1692-93. 

appears to have been fruitless, for the French fieet consisted of 

one ship of sixty-six, one of sixty, one of forty, and one of twenty 

guns, sent from Europe, rather to make captures, than to 

prosecute trade. This opinion was corroborated, by the chief mate 

of the Elizabeth, who was released on the arrival of the French 

fleet at Surat, to whom the oflicers had communicated their 

real intention, in coming to that port, to be, to withdraw their 

Factory, unless they should take a prize that would furnish 

them with a stock to open trade. 

Agreeably to the character of that people, the French 
Factory at Surat had taken advantage of the disputes, between 
the President and Mr. Vaux, the Deputy Governor of Bombay, 
both to injure the trade, and to excite jealousies of the English, 
but the order of the Court to suspend Mr. Vaux in his Govern- 
ment having arrived, the other Members of Council were recon- 
ciled to the President, and signed the General Letter ; suspicion, 
however, was attached to Mr. Vaux, from the circumstance of 
his having purchased the Company’s ship, Elizabeth, from the 
French, on his own account. 

The advices from Surat contain a series of complaints 
against the Interlopers, or that their ship, the Success, had Engiuii 
been at Swally, though, from the weak condition of the Pre- 
sidency, and the capture of the Elizabeth, it was impracticable, 
cither to seize on this vessel, or to prevent her commander from 
trading ; but that they had written to the Dutch Governor of 

the 
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CHAP. III. the Cape of Good Hope to detiain her, on her retarii tO' Ehg- 

169^3. land ; — that the captain of the Company's ship Benjamin, 
though disposed to obey the orders to seize this Interloper, 
had it not in his power to make an attack, his crew having 
refused to fight. 

The Presidency, also, stated, that if means were not 
adopted, to check the piracies committed by ships bearing the 
English flag, in the Red Sea, the whole of their concerns at 
Surat would be impeded, if not endangered, because the 
Natives identified these English pirates, with the ships of the 
Company. 

Besides obstruction to their trade, from these known de- 
scriptions of Interlopers and pirates, a new order of rivals to 
the Company had arisen, in what the Presidency termed Per- 
mission Ships," or vessels who had obtained licences from the 
Company to make a voyage to the East-Indies, under certain 
conditions, the masters of which, instead of adhering to such 
conditions, had acted in the same manner as Interlopers, of a 
less defined character; the Presidency, therefore, requested, 
that such Permission Ships” might not, in future, receive 
authority to trade in the Indian Seas. 

be revival The Presidency, in general, represented the circumstances 

ot Courls ot 

Admiralty of Bombay, as follows : — ^that they had not been able to carry the 

and Judica- 

ture at Bom- Court’s Orders into effect, on account of its defenceless situation, 

bay prevent- 

ed, by the ^nd the low State of the garrison, and that these circumstances 

defenceless ^ 

state of the made it impracticable to revive either the Courts of Admiralty, 

Sarnion* ^ 

or Judicature ; — that the forfeited lands had been restored to 

such 
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such of the owners as had proved faithful to the (Jouipaay, ce^p iii. 
and the like favor would have been extended, even to the Jesuits, 1692-93. 
if they would have given an obligation to bring their case before 
the Court of Judicature, when it should be re-established. These 
circumstances had rendered the Presidency at Surat, as well as 
the Governor of Bombay, anxious that the Company's authority 
should be established by Act of Parliament ; — in the hope ot 
this event, every exertion should be made, to put Bombay in 
the most respectable state of defence, and to strengthen the 
Settlements at Retorah and Tellicherry, to enable each to protect 
the districts in their vicinity. 

On the subject of trade, the Presidency reported, that the DnpiicUy of 
ships would be dispatched for Europe, as soon as the French lliantVn their 

i/'rMii- 1 • transaction* 

fleet lett Swally river; but complained of the Armenians, wiihrtiePre* 

sidency of 

for having refused payment of the credit which the Com- Surat. 
pany had on them, for ^50,000, under the pretext, that they 
had not received any advice, authorizing them to make such 
payment ; and, when this pretext was compared with their 
actions, the duplicity of their character had become evident, for 
they refused to bring down their goods, to go in the Com- 
pany’s ships for Europe (five bales, only, being loaded on their 
account) and yet offered Bengal goods for sale, to the Company, 
at exorbitant prices : — Whence it was evident, that they would 
not aid the Company in making the investment, on account of 
the risks they supposed they might run, from the existing war 
in Europe. This conduct the Presidency represented to be an 
improper return for the protection they had received, and a dere- 
liction 
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CHAP. HI. liction of their friends “ in the hour of need/’ and if the'Rnii^t 
lS^93. and Council had not granted bills, on thfeir petsotaal^i^redit, to 
the Armenians for fifty thousand rupees, the investment liaust 
have failed for this season -.—This representation 6f the coa- 
duct of the Armenians carries with it some degree of doubt, 
from the President and Council having requested the Court to 
grant to them,* the same liberty of trade, as they had given to 


Arrival of Sir 
John Goldes- 
borough at 
Madras. 


the Armenians. 

The Court do not appear in this season, to have received any 
information from Persia, on the state of their affairs in that 
kingdom, either directly from Gombroon, or indirectly from Surat. 

The intelligence from Fort St. George, this season, is 
also limited, being confined to an account of the arrival of Sir 
John Goldesborough, who sailed from England in March 1692, 
arrived in Ballasore Roads on the 31st October, and at Madras 
on the 23d November ; — ^it, therefore, can only be collected from 
Sir John Goldesborough’s report to the President of Surat, dated 
the 13th December 1692, that he had established President 
Higgenson in the Government, in the room of President Yale ; 
desired that the two Phirmaunds, relative to Fort St. George, 
which had been sent to Sir John Child, shmild be returned, and 
that every possible effort should be made to strengthen the Fort 
of Retorah, and to seize the Interlopers at Surat. 


Afiairs 


(1) — Letters from the Presidency of Surat to the Court, 11th January and 11th 
February \Gg2-gZ, 

(2) — Copy of Sir John Goldesborough's Journal, March to November — Letter 

from the Presidency of Fort St* George, to the Presidency of Surat, lAth December l6g2» 
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A£^r5 at Bencooi-en, this season, previously to the chap.iii. 
Agent’s receiving notice of the arrival of Sir John Goldes- 1692-93. 
borough, remained in confusion, from the dissentions between lakir'of nio 
the Agent, Mr. Sowden (who had been displaced, and sue- BencTOkiuj'y 
ceeded by Mr. Fleetwood) and his Council ; — the Settlement * * 
had been involved in a war with the Natives, which had ex- 
hausted the stock, and enabled the Dutch to engross the 
pepper trade : — the station at Indrapore had not been with- 
drawn, from the impracticability of bringing off the guns, and 
from the effect it might have, in encreasing the influence of 
the Dutch : — it was, however, admitted, that Bencoolen had 
become more healthy than formerly; and that a supply had 
been received of nearly two hundred Caffres, part of whom 
had been disciplined as soldiers, but the greatest number 
employed in building godowns, or warehouses, and on the 
fortifications, which were represented as having been unskil- 
fully planned, from being commanded by a high hill in the 
immediate vicinity. 

Sir John Goldesborough, to remedy these evils, had scut SirJoim 

Goldos- 

Mr. Wilson to be Second in Council, with a considerable supply borough** 

plan for the 

of stores and ammunition, one cnsiffii, one serjeant, and twelve improvcinent 

’ , , of Ihe settle- 

European soldiers, to reinforce the garrison, ordered the forti- mentatUen- 
fications to be encreased and strengthened, new stordiouses 
to be built, to contain from five hundred to a thousand tons of 
pepper, barracks erected for the soldiers, and houses for the 
negroes, but in situations which would render revolt difficult. 

To cover these charges, the Agent was directed to improve the 

S 


VOL. III. 


revenue 
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CHAP . Ill, revenue^ as far as circumstances would allow, and to offer en- 
1692 >93. couragement and accommodation to such Chinese, as might be 
disposed to settle at the place, under the Company’s protection.^ 
Mutiny at The Interlopers, among other insidious projects, had as- 

in which Go- serted, that the Company governed their Settlements by martial 

vernor John- 
ston was kil- law, only: — this law they represented to be contrary to the 

led, 

rights of Englishmen, and an arbitrary rule, which ought 
not to prevail in the most distant of the British dependen- 
cies. The Court, although it could have obviated this 
aspersion, by reference to their having established Admi- 
ralty, and other Courts of Justice, at the principal Settlements, 
were obliged so far to yield to popular prejudices, as to sus- 
pend the operation of martial law at St. Helena, a station 
at which the East-India shipping could only touch for refresh- 
ment. The effect of this suspension was, what always occurs, 
when popular clamour about liberty, obliges any administration 
to substitute rules not applicable to the case : — A small ship, of 
a hundred and five tons (the Francis and Mary) fitted out in 
England for the Coast of Guinea trade, put into St. Helena in 
distress, on the 3d of April 1693 : — the distress was occasioned 
by a mortality among the crew, and the vessel could not pro- 
ceed, without obtaining from the Governor, six additional hands 
to navigate her : — these men, by the interruption of martial 
law, were ready for mutiny, and having corrupted some of the 

soldiers, 

( 1 )— Letter from Ike Agent and Council at Bencoolen to the Courts Ist February 
1^2-93.— Letter from Sir John Goldesborough, and the Council at Fort St. George, to the 
Agent and Council at Bencoolen, lat March l(^ 2 - 93 . 
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soldiers, after disarming and imprisoning those who refused, iir. 
plundered the Company’s stores : — ^in the resistance made, the 1692-93. 
Governor (Captain Johnston) and the captain of the vessel, 
were killed ; the mutineers made their escape, and took with 
them twenty-seven persons, including women and children; — 
leaving, thus, evidence of the danger of introducing undefined 
notions of freedom in a garrison, instead of governing it by 
strict military discipline, which alone is suited to a remote 
station.C^ 

On receiving information of this event, we sliall subsequently Captain 
find, that the Court appointed Captain Keeling to be Governor polnud Gol 
of the Island, and sent reinforcements of troops and stores, to isian°d.”^ **** 
reduce the place to obedience.^^) 

S 2 

(1)— Narrative of the Rebellion at St, Helena, April 1693. 

(a)— Letter from the Court to the Governor and Council of St. Helena, 3d January 
1^3-94. 
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1693 - 94 . 


CHAP. III. 

169 ^ 4 . 

New Charter 
to the East* 
India Com- 
pany, 7th 
October 
1693 . (5 

■William and 
Mary.) 


The events which appear in the proceedings of the Court of 
Directors, during the season 1693-94, called for new efforts from 
the Adventurers, or Proprietors, and discover, that, at home, cir- 
cumstances were recurring, the effects of which on the Company’s 
rights and trade could only be provided against by temporary 
expedients, though, in the sequel, we shall find, that those expe- 
dients were neither calculated to remedy, nor to remove the evils : 

^in like manner, the Court could only devise measures for 

their foreign Settlements, which events, in India, rendered it 
impracticable to execute. 

It has appeared, that Indian affairs had been a subject 
of discussion in Parliament, and that the result had been, a 
reference to the Sovereign, for adjustment; it has, also, 
appeared, that difficulties had arisen from the Private Traders 
or Interlopers at home, who were working on the credulity 
of the public, by specious projects of encreasing the exports of 
British staples and merchandize, and of larger and more profit- 
able imports of Eastern produce, which would augment the 
commerce of the kingdom, and extend the navigation, or shipping 
interest. These speculations were popular, at a period when the 
war had for its object, to balance the power of France, and 

to 
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to lessen the resources by which that ambitious monarchy was 
proposing to depress the Maritime Powers of Europe. 1693-94. 

The result of the reference to the King was, that instead of 
the Company obtaining a confirmation of their Charter, by an 
Act of Parliament, they received a new Charter from the 
Crown, dated the 7th October 1693 (5th William and Mary) 
confirming all their former privileges, nearly in the same terms 
as originally granted by the Charter of Queen Elizabeth 

Ip tins new Charter, the legal objection to the Company’s ^igchatter?*^ 
former privileges (or that they had forfeited them, by the non- 
payment of a duty of five per cent, on Joint Stocks, levied by 
an Act, 4th and 5th William and Mary, cap. 15, sect. 10 and 
12) was removed by the King, who re-granted to the Company 
all the privileges specified in former Charters, and ratified ail 
the acts done by the Company, since the 24th March 1693, 
containing only the restriction, that this new grant would be 
revoked, if the Company did not comply with the alterations 
which the King might think proper to make, before the 29th 
September 1694, and subjecting them to the payment of 
£^9,300, as their proportion of the duty imposed by the pre- 
ceding Act.(*) 

Besides these public conditions, the Company came under Company en- 

ter into an 

an obligation to the King, to export, on the ships of the season, obligation 

to export 

English manufactures, to the value of ^;^150,000 ; and, in tSiso.ooooe 

^ ^ ^ British iria- 

compliance, we find, that they shipped ^50,000 in cloth for nufaeturw. 

the 

(0 — Letters Patent granted to the East-India Company, dated 7th October 1(593 
(5th William and Mary.) (Printed Collection of Charters, page 141.) 
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the Persian market, only ; explaining, that they were in- 
duced to make this effort, by the conduct of the Turkey Mer- 
chants, who had represented themselves to be the only exporters 
of English produce, and that the East-lndia Company had, 
on every occasion, endeavoured to lessen the importance of 
the Turkey trade to the realm. To repel this attack of the 
Turkey Company, the Court determined to push the cloth trade, 
in Persia, to the greatest possible extent, and expected, that the 
retru'ns would be made in Persian silks, by which they hoped to 
undersell the Turkey Merchants in this article, and thus demon- 
strate to the public, the value of the Company’s trade, both in 
its exports and imports. 

This Charter had existed but a few weeks, when, on the 
same basis of Letters Patent, it was again confirmed, on the 11th 
November 1693 (5 William and Mary). The object of this re- 
newal appears to have been, to empower the Company to add 
,^744,000 to their stock, and to limit the duration of their 
exclusive privileges, to twenty-one years from that date. This 
grant, besides, specified regulations for the management of 
this additional stock; requiring, that the subscribers should 
take an oath, that the stock was for their own use ; — .581,000 
stock to entitle to one vote, as far as ^10,000 ; but no person 
to have more than ten votes; — a Governor, Deputy, and 
twenty-four Committee-men, to be elected in April, in each year ; 
— the Governor and Deputy to have ^84,000 stock, and each 
Committee-man .^81,000 stock; — the Company to hold Ge- 
neral Courts, and make Bye-laws; and not to licence any 

private. 
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private ship to go to the East-Indies, under penalty of forfeiting 
their Charter; — ^they were to export ^100,000 of British 1693-94. 
produce, annually ; and the dividends were to be paid in money, 
only.W 

The circumstance of payinff the dividends in money, is Thenewsub- 

... . . icripiion of 

chiefly memorable, from its being in contrast with the practice ■£7 i*.ooo 

^ complji.ed. 

of the Dutch Eust-India Companies, each of the Chambers of 
which paid their dividends, partly in money, and partly in pro- 
duce. The Court agreed to continue their books open for this 
new Subscription to the 10th January 1 (>93-94, when, from the 
large sums subscribed, as early as the 3d of that month, or 
^^7 19,000, it became evident, that not only the whole sum 
of ££7*14,000 would be subscribed, but an amount which would 
much exceed it, and oblige the Court to reduce the proportion 
of each subscriber, that the whole sum might not exceed 
^£744,000 ; — and this effort, the Court trusted, would induce 
Parliament to confirm their Charter. These public acts, and 
the measures which the Court adopted, to obtain rights, or to 
repel the pretensions by which their opponents, the Interlopers, 
were endeavouring to prejudice the public opinion against them, 
explain the real state of Indian affairs, at home, at this crisis. 

In the beginning of this season, the Private Traders, or Court's me- 

morial, ex- 

Interlopers, fitted out vessels, particularly the Interloper Hud- pjaiiiiug^ the 
son, who had escaped with his ship to India ; — alarmed at this (uterlopers. 
public invasion of their rights, the Court determined to obstruct 

him 

(1)— Letters Patent granted to the East-India Company, dated llih November 1(^93 
(5lh William and Mary.) (Printed Collection of Charters^ page 1 52.) 
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chap. Ill , him in his trade, by directing their servants to bribe the Native 
1693 • 94> Governors to refuse him access to the markets ; and, as early 
as the month of May, a subscription of ^400,000 (which aftcr- 
>vards became part of the ^744,000) was employed,' to bear 
down, in the home and foreign markets, two other Interloping 
ships, which had taken advantage of the interval, bctw^S^!n the 
Old and the New Charters, to slip dut to India : — this effort was 
made, at the period when the Court were waiting for the King’s 
approbation of the New Charter, aud its passing the Great Seid. 

In this state of anxiety, they directed the Presidencies in 
India to solemnize this confirmation of their power in the most 
public manner, not only that the event might make an im- 
pression on the Natives, but, fix the character of the Inter- 
lopers in India to be that of unauthorized traders, and a 
class of people almost ranked with pirates. At this time, also, 
the Court resolved to put an end to the Permission Tradt^ (as 
it was termed}, as soon as the New Charter should go through 
all the forms j and, in fact, this was the first effect of it, for 
the Court refused to comply with the request of the Presi- 
dency of Surat, to grant to them, or their other servants, the 
same liberty of trade as the Armenians enjoyed ; — Whence, by the 
second new Charter, and by the regulations under it, the Per- 
mission Trade was prohibited ; and till ships, going from Bom- 
bay and Siirat to Bengal, were to be consigned to the Agent 
there, who was to be allowed two per cent, commission for his 
trouble, and to be responsible for the obstruction of the Private 
Traders. » 

In 
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In the progress of the season, the Court had recourse to a chap, lit , 
new expedient for destroying the Private, or Interloping Trade ; 1693-94. 
— it had been found, that, after all the efforts to prosecute them 
in courts of law, after granting commissions for seizing them, 
and billing them to condemnation. See., they still i;ose up, 
under nfew pretences, and under new forms, and agitated the 
public mind, by specious projects for increasing the general 
trade of the country, while, at the same time, they were, in fact, 
the authors of all the interruptions, as well as calamities, which 
the Company had so recently experienced from the Country 
Powers; it was, therefore, resolved, to purchase the stock 
and shipping of the principal Interlopers, to accept, as ready 
money, on the Company’s account, the value of the two ships 
(the Edward and the Henry) which had sailed to India, and to 
admit them on the Company’s books ; conceiving, that, by this 
expedient, they would be able to absorb the Private Trade, 

(which was really such,) and to make a distinction between it , 
and the Interlopers, who acted partly as such, and partly as 
pirates, and had given occasion, by their evasion of payments to 
the Natives, and , by their depredations, to those seizures of the 
Company’s stock and goods at their Factories, by the Native 
Governors and by the Mogul’s orders, from which tlie Company 
had suffered such repeated losses, and (as we shall find in the 
foreign transactions of this season) interruptions in the agree- 
ments which they had made with the Native Merchants, for 
providing the investments. This project the Court explained, by 
repeating the opinion which appeared in the instructions of the 
VOL. III. T preceding 
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preceding years, that such Interlopers and pirates had not only 
been the source of all the Company’s sufferings in India, but the 
cause of that discredit, which had been, so often, brought on the 
English name, in the East-Indies. These events discover the 
reason, why the Court returned to the system which they had 
adopted, when they placed their whole interests in India under 
the administration of Sir John Child. 

In the preceding season, the Court had appointed Sir John 
Goldesborough to exercise unlimited powers and control over all 
their Settlements, in what they termed the South of India, by 
the title of Commissary and Supervisor, but, in this season, 
he was appointed General in India, and to have his chief resi- 
dence at Fort St. George, with the same powers as exercised by 
Sir John Child ; and appointed, also, Sir John Gayer to be Lieu- 
tenant General under him, and Governor of Bombay, and Chief 
of the Company’s Factories in the North of India, to reside at 
Bombay, and to succeed Sir John Goldesborough, in case of 
death, as General at Fort St. George, with power, without 
advice of the Council, to dismiss any of the Company’s servants 
who might disobey his orders, or act improperly ; with the ex- 
ception of President Harris, and Mr. Annesley and Mr. Weldon, 
Second and Third of Council at Surat, who were to continue to 
administer the Company’s interests at that port. 

I’he substance of Sir John Gayer’s instructions was, to 
turn all tihe Company’s effects into money, to add to the fund 
for investments, to bring the remains from the subordinate 
Factories on the Malabar Coast, to Surat or Bombay, and 

always 



£AST-INSIA COMFANir. 


139 


always to have in readiness, a large quantity of pepper and CHAP.iir. 
cotton wool, to meet the arrival of the shipping. 1693-94. 

It was under these drcumstances, and subsequent to the Equipmenu. 

Stock, and 

grant of the New Charters, that the equipments of the season commercial 

orders, for 

were encreased to thirteen ships, of from one hundred and twenty, ‘he scaioa. 
to seven hundred tons, which were appointed to sail in two fleets, 
one in January, and the other in March 1693-94. Two ships 
were to proceed to Cadiz, to obtain bullion, to be coined in the 
Company’s mints in India, and one vessel, of two hundred tons, 
to go direct to Amoy, in China, to attempt a distinct trade with 
that country. 

The instructions, respecting the homeward voyage, given 
in the last season, were receded from, on account of the 
sickness of the crews, at the rendezvous at Barbadoes : — to 
prevent the enemy from obtaining intelligence of their route, 
the sailing orders were issued by a Secret Committee, which 
directed that, in case they missed the Dutch fleet at the Cape, 
of Good Hope, they were to proceed to Galway, in Ireland, 
and there to wait for orders, as to the mode of returning to 
England. 

For providing an investment, the Presidency of Surat were 
authorized to draw on the Court (as the Armenians had refused 
to answer the credit on them) for .5^50,000, above the stuck sent, 
and none of the Company’s stores were to be sold, unless they 
produced double the invoice price. In the list of articles for the 
investment, it was specified, that ^100,000 should be expended 
in procuring indigo and chintzes. 

T 2 


The 
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The scpjiratc orders to Bombay were, that the Governor, 
should, on no account, comply with any part of the demand of 
tlic Portuguese, for customs at Tannah and Caranjah : — he was 
to keep up tlie garrison to two companies of effective European 
infantry, for Avhicli one hundred and twenty recruits were to be 
cmbai'kcd on the ships of the season ; and he was to be careful, 
that the auxiliary native soldiers were to consist of as many of 
the same cast, as he could engage. 

The trade to Persia, during this season (as mentioned in 
the instructions to Surat and Bombay,) had become, from the 
conditions under which the new grants were obtained, an im- 
portant subject of consideration to tlie Court, because the sales 
of cloth, to the amount required, would be impracticable in 
India, unless a vent could be opened for them, in Persia. 
In the Court’s instructions to the Agent in Persia, to promote 
this sale, he was enjoined to collect as much Persian silk 
and Carainania wool, as could be procured by partial barter ; 
ami, to enable him to prosecute this plan more effectually, 
the establishment in Persia was augmented, and was, in 
future, to consist of a Chief, four Factors, and four Writers j 
and the Factories at Gombroon and Ispahan to be permanent ; — 
the Chief was to reside at either place, as it might appear 
to him most advantageous for the promotion of this enlarged 
trade ; — and, that the Company’s servants might be qualified to 

take 


(1) — Letters from the Court to the Presidency of Surat, and the Lieutenant General and 

Governor of Bombay, 1st and 24th May, 27th October 1693, and 3d January 1693-94. 

Copy of Sir John Gaycr’s Instructions, 26th May l0'93. 
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take charge of the subordinate duties, the Writers of this 
season were to reside in the houses of Armenians, to study 
their language, and acquire their method of conducting 
business. 

Under these general orders, as the King of Persia had 
offered the whole of the silk in Persia to the Armenians, for 
payments to be made within three years, the Agent was 
empowered to take one-third of the silk froni the Armenhms, 
on the Company’s account, jirovided they woulil agree, that +he 
remainder should be put on board the Company’s ships for tin; 
Europe market, assigning as their reason for this expedient, 
that the French war had intemiptcd the Turkey nierchantrs in 
their imports of silk, and tluit this article had risen, both in 
request and price. 

It was farther directed, that the English elotli should be 
consigned to the principal Armenian merchants, at Julpha, pro- 
vided it could be bartered for silk, or ready money, or c\'cn for 
one-third in money, and two-thirds in silk : — tin? orders for 
Caramania wool were general, or to obtain as large a (juanfity 
as might be practicable, or, as much money and wool as the 
state of the trade would hear, to l)e forwarded to Surat, but 
with u prohil)ition to send any money to Bengal. 

The Court’s instructions, this season, to Fort St. George, 
and their commercial orders and regulations, both to this Pre- 
sidency and to Bengal, are so much blended with each other, 

that 


CHAP. Iir, 


English clofli 
consigned to 
the Arn.e- 
nian mer- 
chants, to be 
bartered for 
Peisiati silk. 


Mixed in- 
structions to 
Madras and 
Bengal. 


(1) — Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council in Persia, 'idlh May, 27ih Octo- 
ber 1(193, and 3d January 1693-94. 
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that the regulations must come in detail for each, though tha 
1693-94. commercial orders were distinct. 

House of The information regarding the New Charters, as given to 

gas« a vole, Bombay and Surat, and the progress of the subscriptions, are 
right of all repeated ; but, towards the close of the season, a gloom seems 

Englishmen * ° 

to trade to rather to have overcast the prospect of advantages from these 
diea unless Charters, for a vote of the House of Commons struck equally 

prohibited by * ^ 

iLment^' their principles, and at their conditions : — by this vote it was 
declared, that “ it is the right of all Englishmen to trade to the 
“ East-Indies, or any part of the world, unless prohibited by 
“ Act of Parliament.” 

Company’s Without attempting to examine the political circumstances 

ments on the which procluccd this vote, it is sufficient to notice its elSect on the 

Coast to be 

confined to Court, wlucli expressed its apprehensions to the Presidency of 

■George, Fort Fort St. Gcorgc, that the Interlopers would take advantage of 

St. David, 

and Vizaga- it, and Send out new equipments, against which they were 
ordered to provide by every possible effort. After repeating the 
information to the Presidency of Fort St. George, that Sir 
John Goldesborougli had been appointed General in India, and 
Sir John Gayer, Lieutenant General in the North of India, 
with succession, the separate instructions consisted in a re- 
petition of the orders not to resettle Masulipatam, Mada- 
pollani, or Coniniere, but to confine the Conip.any’s stations on 
the Coromandel Coast, to Fort St. George, Fort St. David, 
and Vizagapatam (leaving Mr. Cliarnock with the sole au- 
thority at Bengal) ; — to invite the merchants at the Factories 
which were to be withdrawn, to settle at the Fort, and at 

Fort 
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Fort St. David ; — to establish the mint, and to send such money 
as they could coin (particularly silver fanams) to Bengal, which 1693 -94» 
would pass current, both in that country, and at Bencoolen ; — to 
adopt the same measures, respecting the Interlopers, which were 
prescribed to the Government of Surat and Bombay ; — ^to have 
always two or three hundred tons of pepper in store at the Fort, 
and the like quantity at Fort St. David, to meet the shipping ; — 
to sell all the Company’s coasting ships, and to hire small 
vessels of the Armenians for that trade, for which, on no 
account, the Company’s shipping were either to be detained, or 
employed ; — to send home the remains of all goods at Tonquin, 

Malacca, and Batavia, and to strengthen the fortifications, both 
at the Fort, and at Fort St. David, the garrison having been 
supplied with seventy soldiers, by the ships of this season.(') 

The separate orders to Fort. St. David were, in the first sepawte in- 

, 8 tract ion 9 re* 

letter specifically addressed, by the Court, to the Governor or garding the 

^ revenue of 

that place (Mr. Hatsell), by no means to agree to the abatement Fort st. Da- 
of customs which had been claimed, because the revenue and 
trade at Madras had increased, since the customs at that Presi- 
dency had been fixed at five per centS^^ 

The instructions of the Court to Bengal were, that, Bengal (after 
during Mr. Charnock’s life, he was to be vested with the sole ^ck’^death) 
authority; but towards the close of this season, on receiving ed subordi- 

intelligcncc 


(1) — Letters from the Court to the Presidency of Fort St. George, lOih April 1693, 
and 2 d February 1693-94. 

( 2 ) — Letter from the Court to the Governor and Council of Fort St. David, 3 d January 
1693-94. 
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intelligence of his death, and that Mr. Ellis was appointed to 
succeed him, the Agency of Bengal was again rendered 
subordinate to Fort St. George; — that greater responsibility 
might be attached to Mr. Ellis’s situation, he was to have 
the sole nomination of the Council, and Chiefs of Factories, 
and, at his discretion, to reduce the Factories at Dacca and 
.Malda, and to settle a Factory at Scerpore. As the seat of the 
Company’s trade was fixed at Chutanuttee, the revenue from 
it had become a subject of attention, but the plan at Madras 
was only to be adopted by degrees, for fear of offending the 
Nabob, the station being still an open one : — ^the Interlopers 
were to be obstructed, by every means which attention could 
devise, or . money procure, particularly by purchasing all the 
goods they might need, for ready money, so as to disappoint 
them in their assortment, that they might return to England 
without cargoes : — force, however, was not to be employed 
against them, unless they attacked the Natives : — a thousand 
tons of saltpetre was always to be kept in store, and a large 
quantity of Bengal silk provided : — and for the better regulation 
of the Agency, a Court of Judicature was to be established, to 
take cognizance (as far as might be practicable) of all disputes, in 
the progress of the Company’s business.^') 

It does not appear, in this season, that the Court had 
received any information from Bencoolen, upon which specific 
instructions could be grounded, for they only express their 

dissatisfaction 

(i)— Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council In Bengal^ 10th and 28th Aprils 
and 27 lh October 1093, and 3d January l(^3-94. 
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dissatisfaction at the small cargoes of pepper which had been 
collected, and stated that thirty soldiers had been sent, as a re- lf>93-94. 
inforcement to the garrison.(*> 

Though the trade to China had been interrupted and irre- A vessel sent 

to Amoy, to 

fiTular, and the Factors, from time to time, withdrawn, we find, make..noii)er 

® ^ ^ ' experiment 

that, in the enumeration of the equipments of this season, one ves- 
sel (the Dorothy) was consigned to Amoy in China ; and from the 
instructions given to Mr. Langley, the supra-cargo, it appears, 
that this was a voyage of experiment, only, for he was to proceed 
first to Batavia, to dispose of what cloth he could, and to pur- 
diase provisions for Bencoolen : — at this port, he was to receive 
pepper, and proceed to Chutanuttce, where he was to sell part 
of his cargo for money, and take in goods suited to the China 
market : — he was then to touch at Malacca, where he was 
to sell part of the goods for dollars, spices, and rattans, and 
thence sail to Amoy. These orders concluded with a list of 
the China articles, which, at this period, were suited to the 
English market, or Nankeen silks, damasks, sattins, velvets, 

(plain, flowered, and embroidered) gold-thread, raw-silks, 

China and lacquered ware, a good quantity of fine tea, and 
some fans and screens.*^^^ 

voi/. III. U The 

(1) — Letter from the Court to the Agent and Council at BencooleiL 3d January 

(2) — Instructions from the Court to Mr, Langley, Supra-cargo of the Dorothy, on her 
voyage to China, 24th January 1693 - 94 . 
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He trade of The events at Surat and Bosibay, communicated’ to- 

European 

merchants of the Court in tliis season, were unimportant, farther than as- 

Surat prohi- ' r » 

bited,incon- they mark the precarious situation of the Company’s trade 

sequence of ^ 

being ca'ptur interests at Surat, in consequence of the suspicion enter- 
tained by the Governor, and by the Mogul, that the English- 
were parties in the piracies, committed on Surat vessels, in the 
Red Sea. 

The Mogul, at the same time, was disposed to re-admit 
the English to their privileges of trade at Surat, and in the 
western ports of his dominions (as mentioned in the Annals 
of the preceding year), and to make restitution of seventy- 
three thousand rupees, as the value of the goods plun- 
dered from their Factory, during the late warj but as the 
pirates, who were reported to be English, had captured 
another Surat vessel from Mocha, a general order was is- 
sued, to suspend the privileges of trade enjoyed by the Eu- 
ropean nations (English, Dutch, French, and Portuguese), 
which, for a considerable time, not only stopped the in- 
vestment, particularly of indigo and cotton, but prevented the 
payment of the compensation by the Mogul’s officers : — after 
much negotiation, however, through the Governor, who was 
satisfied that the East-India Company had no connexion with 
the pirates, the investment was allowed to proceed, and pro- 
mises given, though not fulfilled at the close of the season, that 

Uie 
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the losses sustained, by the violence of Muchtar Khan, would chap, m . 
finally be refunded. 1693-94. 

The Presidency of Surat had not been able to establish any 
inland Factories, to facilitate the purchase of goods : — consider- 
able quantities of pepper had been collected at the stations on 
the Malabar Coast, which remained in the warehouses, from 
want of shipping to convey them to Europe, and eleven thousand 
maunds of coffee had been imported from Mocha, which would 
form part of the investment, but that cotton-yarn could be 
obtained only in small quantities.^') 

The events in Persia were, also, in this season, uninteresting. 

It appears, only, that the Dutch (notwithstanding their em- 
bassy, and the presents they had given) had not been able to 
obtain a Phirmaund for trade, and that the competition, be- 
tween them and the English, remained nearly under the same 
circumstances, as in the preceding, year. An unforeseen difficulty 
had arisen, from the appointment of a new Khan of Caramania, 
who appeared to be rather unfavourable to the English interests, 
and who could be conciliated, only, by large presents, his au- 
thority being necessary to obtain that proportion of Caramania 
wool, which the Court had required : — ^under these difficulties, 
however, the Agent and Council had complied with the Court’s 
orders, respecting wool, rhubarb, and lapis lazuli, and were 
collecting a considerable proportion of wool, for the shipping of 
the ensuing season : — Notwithstanding the confidence placed 

U2 in 

(1)— Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 28tb April, I2(h 
Ma/, IStb September, 31st October, and iptb December 1693. 
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CHAP, III. in the Armenians, this people had entered into a speculatum 

16S93-94. of purchasing shipping, that they might engross the carrying 
trade, between Persia and Bengal, which would diminish 
the amount expected from the Company’s consulage, and the 
moiety of the customs at Gombroon ; for four hundred tomands, 
only, had been received, as part of the customs of 1692,(*^ 

Measures of Tlic information from Fort St. George and Bengal, in this 

Sir John 

Guides- season, communicated the measures devised by Sir John Goldes- 

borough, for 

improving borougli at Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and Vizagapatam ; 

pany s affairs those whicli lie devised for restoring the Company’s commercial 

on the Curo- ® 

mindei interests in Bengal: his death: and the circumstances under 
which each of these stations were placed, after this last event 
had deprived the Company of his services. 

Agreeably to his first instructions, as Comimssary, or Su- 
pervisor, Sir John Goldesborough, after establishing Mr. Hig- 
ginson, as President at Fort St. George, proceeded, on the 13th 
June 1693, on his tour of inspection. He began with a survey 
of Fort St. David, where his attention was directed to keep in 
check the projects of the Dutch Factory, at Cuddalorc : — ^lie 
found that the Dutch had landed a considerable quantity of 
ordnance and military stores, at Fort St. David, which they re- 
presented as intended for a projected attack on the French settle- 
ment at Pondicherry, of which they got possession in 1693. 
This incident is memorable, rather from the importance of Pon- 
dicherry, in after times, when it became the seat of the French 

power 

(1) — Letters from the Agent and Council at Gombroon to the Court, Clh June and 
2 Gth August 1693. 
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power in India, and the subject of so many treaties, than from CHAP.m. 
the effect which this first capture of it had, on the relative in- 1693-94. 
terests of the European Maritime .Nations in India. Jealous,, 
however, of a new friend, but an old rival, it was determined, 
on consultation, to desire the Dutch to remove their guns and 
stores out of the English hounds at Fort St. David ; and to 
prepare this station for any emergency, the works were formed 
into a regular fortification, and trees of quick growth were 
planted, to mark the limits of the English settlement. After 
taking these precautions, it was resolved to fix the duty on 
customs at the same rate, as at Madras, or five per cent, on 
goods shipped from Porto Novo, and the land customs at the 
port of Cuddalorc, on cloths, silk, indigo, saltpetre, drugs, and 
metals (gold and silver excepted), at two and a half per cent. 

It was not, at first, considered prudent, from the short time 
which had elapsed since the possession of Fort St. David, to 
impose any quit-rents on the houses; hut, subsequently, a 
duty was established, payable from the 1st July 16.93, on all 
houses, both in Tegnapatam and Cuddalorc, of from four 
fanams to eight rupees, each house, according to its size and 
trade : — licences, also, were issued, for retailing tobacco and 
beetle leaf, which were farmed, for one year, at clcvci. hundred 
chuckrems, each chuckrem being estimated at ten fanams. 

Before quitting Fort St. David, Sir John Goldesborough made 
an agreement with the merchants for an investment in cloths, to 
the amount of twenty thousand pagodas. 


Having 
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^A P. Having adopted these measures for the safety and revenue 
1693-94. of this new establishment, Sir John Goldesborough returned to 
Madias, on the 11th July 1693, from which, after leaving 
general. instructions, he proceeded, on the 29th July, to Vizaga- 
patam, and on his arrival, on the 2d August, found that the 
Factors at that station had completed their purchases from the 
Gentoo Mendiants, for tlie investment of the season, to the 
amount of twenty thousand pagodas. 

— and^in Sir John Goldesborough, conceiving his presence to be re- 

quired at Bengal, left Vizagapatam, and arrived at Chutanuttec 
on the 1 2th August 1693, and discovered that the Company’s 
affairs were in the greatest disorder, either from their servants 
being incompetent to, or negligent of their duty. Mr. Charnock 
died before the arrival of Sfr John Goldesborough, and his situa- 
tion of Agent was filled by Mr. Ellis, the next in seniority. 

On taking a review of Mr. Charnock’s proceedings, Sir 
John Goldsborough gave it as his opinion, that the talents and 
services of this Agent had been greatly over-rated, for though 
he had acted with honesty, as far as regarded the Company’s 
interests, he was indolent and indeeisive, and at no time had 
checked the dishonest dealings of those serving under him ; — an 
opinion which is strengthened by a retrospect of his conduct in 
the late war, in which, though the Court did not impute blame 
to him, they had censured his timid and obsequious measures, 
which had been overlooked, only, when contrasted with the rash 
and improvident proceedings of Captain Heath. Besides this in- 
decision, Sir John Goldesborough notices a trait in his character, 

which 
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wliich always attends timid men, when placed in difficult situu- 
tions, or a low artifice, which encourages dissentions among 1693-94. 
subordinates, to fix the attention of the Court on the miscon- 
duct of inferior servants, as having occasioned the failure of his 
own measures : — ^nor did Sir John Goldesborough consider Mr. 

Ellis, who succeeded Mr. Charnock, to be possessed either of 
talents or virtues, which would qualify him to discharge his 
duty, for he described him, also,, to be of an indecisive cha- 
racter, unfit for such a situation, and, therefore, immediately 
superseded him : — but, what strongly marks the necessity of 
more able Agents in Bengal, was, his not being able to fix on 
any other of the Company’s senior servants, qualified for the duty, 
conceiving all of them to have acted with such impropriety, that 
he was obliged to suspend his choice for a considerable time, 
but, at last, decided in favour of Mr. Eyre, the Chief at 
Dacca. 

Having, in' this manner, given a form to the Agency in 
Bengal, Sir John Goldesborough began with making a reduction 
of above four thousand rupees, per annum, in the Company’s 
establishment at Chutanuttee, and particularly of the military 
guard, of which a Captain Hill had the command, a man whose 
character he described to have been factious and irregular, in the 
extreme ; he, therefore, ordered this officer to Madras, that his 
conduct might not again disturb the Company’s interests in Ben- 
gal, reduced the soldiers to twenty, with two serjeants and two 
corporals, and allowed the soldiers four rupees eacli, per month, 

which 
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CH^p. Ill , which he considered to be a more ample allowance, than the 
1623-94. troops of any other establishment in India received. 

On examining the commercial proceedings in Bengal, 
1Sir John Goldesborough found that the Agent had contracted for 
an investment of a lack and a half of rupees, aboee what the 
stock or 'cash could pay ; that the shipping of this investment 
had been retarded, by the order of the Mogul (referred to under 
the head of Bombay), which the piracies in the Red Sea had 
provoked ; but that the Mogul officers were at variance with 
each other, in entbrcing this order, the Governor of Hughly 
being friendly to the Company, while the Nabob of Dacca, and 
the Governor of Ballasore, were inimical. 

— sppii- Xhe last proceeding of Sir John Goldesborough, in Bengal, 
appears to have been’ an application to the Governor of Hughly 
obsiiHctCap- tQ obstruct Captain Pitt, a determined leader among the In- 
Interloper, terlopers, who had arrived in the river, on the 1st October 1693, 
with a large vessel, and a valuable cargo : — ^the application 
proceeded on a reference to the late war, which had been owing 
to the encouragement given to the Interlopers, and concluded 
with intimating, that if this person should be allowed to 
"trade, the English must again- remove from the country, it 
being impracticaWe to trade, if exposed to the resentment of 
’the Country Powers, from the conduct of men acting without 
■the • authority of the Company. In answer, the Governor of 
Hughly promised to stop the sales and purchases of Captain Pitt, 
and to issue orders to his subordinate officers to that effect. 

While 
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While Sir John Goldesborough was pursuing these prudent c hap, iii . 
and spirited measures, his death, in January 1693-94, left the 1693-94. 
Company’s affairs in Bengal to the management of Mr. Eyre, j|^hn coides- 
who had not reached Chutanuttee in time to profit by the in- •'“'““si'- 
structions of the Commissary, whose impartisvlity had placed 
him in that rank. 

When accounts reached Madras of the death of Sir John 
Goldesborough, and when the Government was left to President 
Higginson, till Sir John Gayer could arrive from Bombsiy, the 
situation of the contending armies in the Carnatic materially 
affected the Company’s settlements and trade : — as yet, the long 
expected Phirmaund, for confirming their privileges, had not ar- 
rived, though so large a bribe as twelve thousand pagodas had 
been given to Zulfaker Khan, the Mogul' General, to purchase 
his good offices in obtaining it ; and this affiirds another evidence 
of the large expences so frequently mentioned, which the Com- 
pany had to incur, in acquiring the seats of their trade. 

The Mogul army, which had so long besieged Gingee, plot of Dr. 

. , Blackwell, to 

at last found it necessary to retire, and to adopt new, though deliver i-ort 
more slow means, for reducing it, or getting jiosscssion of z.iiiaker 

, Khnn, the 

the smaller forts in its vicinity, that they might cnectiially Mogul Ge- 
cut off supplies of provisions being sent to the Raiii-llajali, 
and the remains of the Hindoo army, which had taken shelter 
in this strong fortress : — an incident, however, at this crisis, 
occurred, which proves that the Mogul power in the Carnatie 
was on the decline ; the Hindoo Kajali, who had possession of 
Tanjore, and who still had been able to defend that country, 

VOL. III. X 


was 
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C HAP. Ill , was deemed so formidable, that a peace was concluded' between 
1693-94. him and the Mogul, which, by recognizing his authority, left a 
Mahratta station established in the Carnatic ; and yet the par- 
ties of the two contending armies continued an irregular war- 
fare, which drove many of the Natives to seek protection at 
Fort St. George, and, at the same time, the report of Zul- 
faker Khan’s intending to proceed against Tanjore, drove 
many of the inhabitants to Cuddalore and Fort St. David. If 
this influx of inhabitants, in the first instance, had the effect of 
encreasing the revenues, it afforded an opportunity to those, who 
had found shelter, to give information to the Mogul officers of 
the magnitude of them, which excited an alarm, that a large 
demand might be made on Madras and Fort St. David for a 
tribute : — it soon appeared, however, that tribute was not tbe 
object of the Mogul officers, but to get possession of the whole 
of the English property, by corrupting some of the Company’s 
servants to betray both stations to them. Fort St. David, 
being the weakest, was first thought of, and the surgeon 
of the place, a Dr. Blackwell, who had, from his profession, 
got access to the Mogul’s camp, became, for a large bribe, the 
instrument of the enemy ; — in return, he was to be made Go- 
vernor of Porto Novo, and to hold it under the Mogul’s pro- 
tection. Blackwell’s treason was fortunately discovered, and he 
was seized and carried to Madras, where he made a full confes- 
sion. It was at first intended to send him direct for England, but 

the President was obliged to detain him, (though his liberation 

\ 

was frequently demanded by tbe Mogul officers) till it could be 

ascertained 
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ascertained what claims might be made on him, which, from chap iu. 

his being a Company’s servant, the Presidency might be obliged 1691^^. 
to refund. 

During these events, the President informed the Court, Several Fac- 
that he had complied with their orders to withdraw the Factories 
from Masulipatam, Madapollam, Pettipolee, andConimere, the 
accounts of which were to be carried into the Fort St. David 
books, and was endeavouring to induce the merchants, at those 
stations, to live under the Company’s protection, and to reside 
at Fort St. George and Cuddalore ; but that he had found it 
impracticable to comply with the Court’s orders respecting the 
investment, from no treasure having been sent td him, and goods 
to the amount of ^15,000 only, and from a debt of twenty 
thousand pagodas having been incurred, in purchasing that 
proportion of the investment, which was intended to be shipped 
for Europe. 

Mr. Higginson, at this juncture, informed the Court, that Tho Prince’, 
the Presidency had received Prince Khan Buksh’s Nislrin, and Sngmo. 
the Grand Vizier’s Perwannah, empowering them to coin rupees ; Forirweived. 
but such was the scarcity of silver, that they were unable to 
avail themselves of this advantage. 

On the subject of the Corporation of Madras, on which Court’.ordrr. 
the President had received the Court’s orders, it wa;i found iheCorporati- 

TiT li. X j I . on at Madras, 

uinicuit to reduce the number of flnglish exercising the i^p^actica- 
office of Aldermen, because the Armenians refused to accept 
the office; the Jews, qualified for it, had left Madras; the 
Portuguese were unwiUing to officiate, from fear of their coun- 

X 2 trymen 
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trymen settled at St. Thoni6 ; and it was not safe to confide 

1693-94. in the Moors or Mussulmen. 

Situation of Tlicrc docs iiot appear to have been any direct communi- 

affairs at Ben- 

cooien. cation from Bencoolen, this season ; but, from the Madras 
correspondence, it can be collected, that Mr. Holcomb, whom 
Sir John Gayer had appointed to proceed to that station, had, 
under various pretexts, deelined the duty, and, therefore, the 
Company’s afiairs in that quarter remained in confusion, their 
books not having been made up for some years, and the Factory 
at Indrapore deserted.^h 


(1)— Sir John Goldesborough’s Diary, June to August 1693.— Letters from the Pre- 
sident and Council at Fort St. George to the Court, 17th June 1693, and 17th February 

1693-94. Letters from Sir John Goldesborough, andhii Agent and Council, in Bengal, to 

the Court, October and November 1693. 
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If the applications of the Company, to have the rights 
under which they had hitherto acted, rendered more perfect, 
by having them founded on an Act of the Legislature, had, 
in the preceding season, produced only new grants I'rom the 
Crown, on the 7th October and llth November 1693, their 
efforts on the same subject, ii» the season we ai'c about to 
review (notwithstanding the attempts to absorb the funds 
and interest of the principal Interlopers) continued to be 
ineffectual : — this disappointment was the more severely felt, 
from the large addition made to the Company’s stock, deemed 
equal to the estimated magnitude of the East-lndia trade, and 
from the obligation they had come under, to export British 
produce to a large amount. Their rights, however, during this 
season, remained on the same basis, without any other altera- 
tion, than a confirmation, by Letters Patent, dated the 29th 
September 1694 (6th William and Mary) of the two Charters 
before mentioned, with the object of giving validity to certain 
regulations devised for the internal mut)agemcnt of the Com- 
pany’s business, in general, or rendering the application of cash 
subject to the orders of a General Court, and that any eight 
Adventurers, possessed of ^^1,000 stock each, might require a 
General Court to be held, on eight days’ notice : — A proviso, 

similar 


CHAT Hi 

1694-95. 

AMililujn;il 

C^hnrtcr 

gMiUfd to 
the (Joinpa- 
ny, speri ty- 
ing rrgtild- 
tioiKs lor the 
mnnngement 
ot their at- 
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CHAP. Ill , similar to that which is to he found in all the Charters, was iur 

1694«d5. serted in this ; that should these privileges not be found profitable 
to the King and to the Realm, they should, on a notice of three 
years being given under the Privy Seal or Sign Manual, be 
declared void.<') 

While the Company’s rights were open to such contingen< 
cies, we have to follow their proceedings, at home and abroad, 
resorting again to expedients calculated to impress the nation 
with a just opinion of the magnitude of their efforts, under 
the difficulties which they had to meet and to overcome, 
during a period of general war in Europe ; and endeavouring, 
by corresponding expedients, to obviate the infringements of 
grants and privileges by the Indian Powers, in the purchase 
of which they had expended those immense sums, now almost 
sunk into an unproductive, or dead stock. 

riiin for the In the preceding year, the Court had appointed Sir John 

correspond- , 

ence with the dayer to be their General, with powers similar to those exer- 

Court, and 

appointment ciscd by Sir John Goldesborough ; and the more fully to impress 

of a Secret 

Committee the different Presidencies and Councils with their dissatisfaction,at 

for shipping. 

not having received specific intelligence on the state of their affairs^ 
and from their orders not having been complied with, it was 
declared to be an established regulation, that all orders sent to 
India should be signed by the Governor, Deputy Governor, and 
twelve Directors, except such as should regard the sailing of the 
homeward-botmd ships, which were to proceed from a Secret 
Committee, appointed for that purpose :»>tbis resolution the 

Court 

(1)-— Letters Patent, dated 28th September 1694, (5th William and Marjr). (Printed 
Collection of Charters, page 169.) 
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Court illustrated, by explaining, that they had been prevented ^ h a p.^u . 
from sending such orders, as the state of their aflkirs required, 1694-95. 
from not having received any statement of their debts, credits, 
and remains, particularly from Bombay, and from the ship Mo- 
dena not having arrived from Surat, circumstances which had 
compelled them to lose the first of the season in dispatching the 
ships to India; — that, notwithstanding such untoward events, 
they were resolved to equip four lai^ ships for Surat and Bom- 
bay, one or two of which, according to the circumstances of 
the trade, were to proceed with a large assortment of woollens, 
and other British produce, for the Persian market. 

As the commercial orders this season chiefly originated in Commercmi 
the Court's anxiety to meet the public wishes for cncreasing the Sura” Mo- 
export of British woollens, and as the principal market for the Persia, 
sale of them was expected in Persia, it may be proper to bring 
into notice the orders immediately applicable to Surat and Bom- 
bay, in their connection with Persia. 

After referring to the misfortune of the Company’s ship,. 

Berkley Castle, having been sunk in the Channel by a French man 
of war, which had prevented the dispatching the first ships pf the 
season, the Court ordered, that one of the ships, on its arrival, 
should be dispatched ’ from Surat to Mocha, to take in coffee^ 
olibanum, and myrrh : — ^the captain and an Armenian merchant, 
who was to assist him, were to be allowed, as an encourage- 
ment, five per cent, commission : — from Mocha he was to return 
direct to England : — the Company’s ships were not, in future, 
to touch at Cong, but to go direct to Gombroon, and all the 

lesser 
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co**”***)^ vessels were to be sold, as they had been attended 
1694-95. with an immense expence and risk: — though th? insinuations 
against the Armenians had been received, the orders for fulfilling 
the contract with them, were continued, because the Court conceiv- 
ed that Armenian shipping, in India, would be of material advan- 
tage, as the duties which they paid at Fort St. George, amounted 
to a larger sum than what had been received from the Consulage 
at Gombroon : — if any Interloping Ship should arrive at Surat 
or Bombay, every expedient should be taken, to prevent her 
obtaining a profitable sale of her cargo, or an investment for 
Europe.(‘^ 

The price of If the Court’s instructions to Persia, in the preceding 

ciofhs^order- season, arose from the obligation into which the Company 

ed in Perik! had entered, to export a large amount of British staple and 

quenoeofthe Other producc, and if, at that time, it was considered, that a 

captureofthe i i i i n • r 

English and small proportion of these goods could be disposed of in IndiUy the 

ey fleet! by event of the Capture, of the English and Dutch Turkey fleet, by 
the French. 

the French, in 1693, became a new incentive to the encourage- 
ment of the Persian trade, and to the reliance of the Court on this 
market being rendered profitable, by means of their contract with 
the Armenians, at Ispahan. The whole of the investment of cloth 
sent by the Turkey fleet to Aleppo, thence to be carried to Ispahan, 
having been lost, the Court directed that the price of the English 
cloth exported by the Company, to Persia, should be advanced 
at least ^50 per cent. ; and this trade would be attended with a 

double 

(1) — LeUers from the Court to the General^ PreBident> and Council at Bombay and 
Surat, <5th June 1694, and 6th March 1694-95. 
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double advantage, if conducted with ability, for it might divert 
the long established course of the silk trade, between Persia and 
Aleppo, and render Ispahan the centre of it, where it might 
be exchanged, by barter, for the English cloths ; the silks procured 
at this capital must be sent to Gombroon, to be loaded on the Com- 
pany's ships for Europe, which would render tl>e East-India trade 
the means of increasing both the navigation, and the revenue of 
England : — every facility, therefore, must be given to the sale of 
woollen cloths, to enable the Court to send out another large 
stock, to Persia, in the following year, and fulfil the commercial 
obligation entered into, on obtaining their late Charter.^*) 

The instructions of the Court to Fout St. George, Fort 
St. David, and Bengal, this season, are limited, from the 
dispatches from those stations, in the season 1693-94, having 
been lost in the Berkeley Castle ; — we discover, only, the same 
circumstances regarding their Charter (detailed in the in- 
structions to Surat) with a repetition of the orders of the 
Court, to conform to those of the Secret Committee ; — Sir 
John Gayer had been appointed General in India, Mr. Hig- 
ginson Lieutenant General, and Mr. Hatsell President of 
Fort St. George, with seven M'^inbers of Council, who were 
to retain their seats, notwithstanding the controlling power 
of Sir John Gayer: — Mr. Higginson WJis to have the option 
of residing, either at Fort St. George, or at Fort St. David, 
and the Agency of Bengal was again to be subordinate to 
VOL. III. Y Fort 


chap. HI. 

1694-95. 


Instruction* 
ior Coast and 
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(I) Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council in Persia, 30 th Marcli and Oth 

June 1694, and 8 th March 1(194-95. 
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C HAP. III . Fort St. George, in the same manner as previously to Mr. 

1694-95. Charnock’s appointment 

Precautioi.s The report of the French equipment intended for India, 

at Fort ‘‘st of nine ships, with twelve hundred soldiers and eight hundred 

For” ^st 0.1- seamen, necessarily created an alarm for the safety of the Com* 

vid, should i i r 

the Fn nch pany’s Settlements ; the Court, therefore, ordered, that the 

land at the ^ ^ 

c< roinaiidei foftiiications at Fort St. David should be strengthened, as much 

Coast. 

as might be practicable; — that a proportion of Caflires, or 
blacks, should be disciplined to act as soldiers, taking care 
that they should be fresh men from Mozambique, who were 
ignorant of the Portuguese language, and, therefore, less liable 
to be corrupted ; and that a large reinforcement of soldiers 
^English and Swiss) would be sent, this season, to form an 
additional company; — ^that an attempt should be made to enlist 
some Armenians, as soldiers, to render the garrison more 
efficient, assigning as a reason, that every recruit sent from 
“ England cost the Company ^30 — ^in the event of the 
French appearing off the Coast, the volunteer troop of horse was 
to be kept in constant readiness to prevent the landing of the 
enemy, and all the boats, both at Madras and St. Thom6, were 
to be secured ; — farther, to be in a situation to resist, presents 
were to be made to the Mogul officers, to induce them to bring 
part of their army to act against the invaders, — an expedient 
probably suggested, by the Dutch having bribed Zulfaker Khan, 
the Mogul General, as well as the Ram-Rajah, to suffer them, 
without opposition, to attack and capture Pollicherry. 


The 
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The Court approved of the manner, in which the revenues of chap, in . 
Madras had been managed, and of the building the new Town- 1694-95. 

® ® , A Post Office 

Hall : — ^As a farther encouragement to the Corporation, the and insu- 

ranee Office 

Court recommended, that a Post Office and an Insurance Office, to be 

blisheri at 

should be established, and repeated the instructions, to offer Madi^j 

encouragement to artists, who were eminent for ornamenting 

\ 

cloths, to settle at the Fort. 

The like encouragement was to be extended to Fort St. 

David, in consequence of a Perwannah for that station having 
been obtained from Zulfaker ' Khan ; and, on this ground, 
efficient measures were to be taken to encrease the revenue. 

From a deficiency of intelligence from Bengal, the Court 
directed, that either Mr. Beard, whom they had nominated, 
or Mr. Eyre, who had been appointed by Sir John Goldes- 
borough, (as the one or the other might be in possession of the 
office, at the arrival of the dispatches,} should be confirmed, and 
that, in future, Chutanuttee should be fixed on, as the chief 
residence of the Company’s Agent. 

In a similar manner, fiom not having received advices Free trade 

^ ^ permitted at 

from Bencoolen, it can only be collected frtjin the orders to Hencooien, 
Madras, that the Court continued resolved to inainiain that 
station, by allowing a salary to the Governor or Agent, of 
aB200 ; to the Second and Third in Council, .sClOO j to 
the Fourth, sBSO ; and to the Fifth, ^^30 per annum ; and 
that a free trade should be permitted at this Settlement, on 

payment of the Company’s established duties.^') 

Y 2 The 

(l)->Lettert from the Court to the Lieutenant General, President, and Council of Fort 

St. 
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CHAP. 111. 

1694-95. ^ 

Death of Pre- 

lident Harris^ The political and commercial proceedings at Bombay and 

^on of Mr. at SuRAT, during this season (1694-95), are of that mixed 
hind, which renders it difficult to supply the defect of either, 
from the information of the preceding year, after the peiiod of 
the death of President Harris, on the 10th May 1694, who 

was succeeded by Mr. Annesley. 

Sii John ^ ^ 

G.iyer’sre. Sir John Gayer, on his arrival at Bombay, on the 17th 

poit on ilie 

stale of .iffiirs May 1694, found the Company’s Government and trade in a 

at Bombay. r j 

miserable condition ; for the revenue had been reduced from 
62,500 to 17,000 xeraphins, and the principal source of it, or 
the cocoa-nut-trees, from being totally neglected, had yielded a 
small sum only : — the order of the Court, respecting the forfeited 
estates, had been obeyed, and 'the lands restored to the pro- 
prietors, who had not actually assisted the Siddee in his invasion, 
on condition of paying one-fourth part of the produce, for the 
first year, as a fine ; — but the garrison was weak, consisting 
only of about one hundred English, Dutch, and French soldiers, 
and, therefore, it would have been imprudent to have discharged 
the Gentoos, till a reinforcement should arrive from Europe. 

Sir John Gayer determined, however, to make Bombay the 
centre of the English trade on the West of India, and as the 

season 


St. George, 2Sih February and 6th March 1694-9^^.—- Letter from the Court to the Go- 

Ternorof Fort St. David, 6th March 1694-95. Letter from the Court to the Agent 

and Council in Bi^ngal, 6 lh March 1694^9.5. 
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season advanced, he requested a further reinforcement of sol- c hap, ur . 
diers ; for though forty-eight had arrived, it had been found 1694-96. 
impracticable to obtain either Madagascar blacks, ur to induce 
the Armenians to serve as soldiers. 

EiSbrts had been made to form Settlements on the West 
Coast, but these had been counteracted by the Dutch, who had 
employed their liabitual artifices, to prevent thp establish- 
ment of the English, in the places at which pepper could 
be procured ; — Sir John Goldesborough had sent Captain 
Brabourne to form a Settlement at Brinjone, in the Queen of 
Attinga’s country, a plan which she op()Oscd, though she 
granted permission to settle and fortify at Anjungo, on con- 
dition that the Settlement at Brinjone should be withdrawn, and 
that the English would contract to purchase all the pepper her 
country nrodiiced, a nd pay two and a half per cent, on all goods 
inn)i»(l!^ and exporte37 with a present of seventy-five Venetimi 
^r^equins. Sir John Gayer was of opinion, that if Anjengo could 
be made sulhciently strong, it would furnish a large quantity of 
pepper, cardamoms, &c., and enable him to withdraw the 
Factory from Calicut. An ofl’er had, also, been made by the 
Bajah of Tellicherry, to allow the English to lake possession of 
that place, and to fortify it, explaining, that otherwise he could 
no longer furnish them a proportion of pepper, from being un- 
able to defend his country : — this offer the Presidency would ac- 
cept, if they should receive the orders of the Court, both because 
the place was healthy, and better situated for the pepper trade 
than any other station on the Malabar Coast, it being estimated, 

that 
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CHAP- iil . that two thousand candies, of the best kind, could be annually 

1694>95. collected at this station. 

The coropa- Under these precarious circumstances, at Bombay and at 

ny 8 credit • ^ 

Ibe conda«^ Surat, the commercial proceedings were necessarily fettered by 

JiitMiolS/*'” the magnitude of their debt, and want of stock the President 
of Surat complained, that not only the stock sent had been incon- 
siderable, but that the creditors of the Company had become 
urgent, from the misrepresentations of the Interlopes, who had 
reported the Company’s funds, in England, to be at the lowest 
ebb: — ^this report was seconded by the ship Henry, Captain 
White, which, at this time, arrived at Surat; — ^the President, 
on this occasion, applied to the Governor, to interpose his 
authority to exclude this vessel from trading, and offered, in 
return, that the Company would employ their ships to convoy 
the Mocha and Judda fleets, and protect their trade ; Mr. White, 
however, by the assistance of the French and Hutch Factories, 
received a pass from the Mogul, allowing him to trade, and all the 
President could obtain from the Governor was delay in dispatch- 
ing him. In this situation, the President endeavoured to come to 
terms with Mr. White, by offering to him permission to return to 
Europe, on the terms of the Armenian contract, which he rejected; 
and what added to this evil was, that this Interloper not only 
escaped on board- his own ship, but the Governor obliged the 
Presidency to become security for his good behaviour, under the 
penalty of seizing the Company’s Factory. This event affords 
another example of the impracticability, at so great a distance, 
of fulfilling orders from England ; for, at the very time Presi- 
dent 
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dent Annesley was obstructing this Interloper, according to chap, iij . 
former orders, he received notice that the Court had purchased 1694-95. 
this ship, which, with the cargo, by this means, became the 
property of the Company ; — a measure, the nature, or the 
consequences of which, however commercially intelligible in 
England, it was impossible to explain to the Governor of 
Surat, or to his subordinate officers. 

While the trade was under such embarrassments, the diffi- Difficulties 

from the 

cultv of forming an investment may be collected, from the wont of 

^ ® _ Stock, and 

representation which the Presidency gave of the state of their , 

funds. Instead of receiving eight lacks of rupees froni Bom- gf®®* 
bay, they had only obtained three lacks and a half : — the Com- 
pany’s debt at Surat amounted to twenty lacks, and they had 
been obliged to i*aise an additional supply of one lack and eighty 
thousand rupees, to enable them to complete the investment for 
three ships. To raise this sum, *hey were forced to allow 
individuals to enjoy the privileges of the Armenian contract; 
but after all these efforts, it could only be procured, by taking 
up money, by loans, from the Company’s servants. 

The view of the Company’s trade and interests in Persia, The death of 

the King of 

duriii&r this season ('1694-95), when compared with the instruc- Persia check* 

® ^ trade, till the 

tions of the Court to their Agent, and the information they had Company’* 

received 

(l) Letters from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court, 3d October 1694, 

1 1th and l6ih February 1694-95. Letters from the President and Council at Surat to 

the Court, )5lh November and 8th December 1694. Contract with the Queen of 

Attinga, for settling and fortifying at Anjengo, June 1694. 
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received in the preceding year, will again shew, that com- 

111^4-95. pliance with orders must always depend on the political and 

privileges 

$houi(i be commercial situation of the country, in which those orders are to 

confirmed 

by his sue- be executed. If, at home, it was an object to fulfil the obliga- 

cessor, Sul- 

tan Hossein. tion to ^xpDii: a laige proportion of British woollens, to be bar- 
tered for 'Persian silk, and other produce, and if the capture of 
the Turkey Company’s ships promised, that the market would 
be more open, the death of the old King of Persia, in June 
1694, required, that hew applications for protection should 
be made to Sultan Hossein, his successor; for, in Persia, 
the obligations of the King, in such inferior matters as <x>m- 
mercial privileges, were held to terminate at his death: and 
hence, the new Sovereign was to be solicited to re-grant, or to 
extend them : — the Company’s Agent, therefore, explained, 
that it would be necessary to apply for, and obtain a new Phir- 
maund, for confirming the privileges which they had enjoyed 
under the late Sovereign ; and that be would endeavour to have 
a clause added, exempting the Company from giving large pre- 
sents to the Khan, or to the Shahbunder, but added, that he 
would be obliged to give two years’ tribute to the Khan of 
Caramania, who already had interdicted the purchasing of 
wool, beyond the extent of seven hundred niaunds a year : — the 
Agent, besides, (as appeared in the preceding detail), had* been 
compelled to give presents to the Shahbunder, who bad only 
paid the Company’s customs to the 1st March 1691-92. In 
the progress of this season, he purobased one hundred and 

seventy-two 



EAST- INDIA COMPANY. 


169 


seventy-two bales of Caramania wool, but had not been able to chap, iii. 
obtain any farther payment of customs, the Shuhbunder, from 1694-9!). 
an invasion by the Arabs, who had plundered Cong, having 
been obliged to remove into the interior. 

The strength of the Aral>s at Muscat, in shipping and Formidahl'* 

, , . . , naval power 

forces, was, at tins time, so great, as to excite an alarm, that the Ar.ibs 

nt. 

they would obtain the command of the Persian Gulf. The 
Agent at Gombroon described the Arab fleet to consist of five 
large ships, on which they had embarked fifteen hundred men ; 

— that they had plundered Cong, to the amount of sixty thou- 
sand toinands; had captured a very valuable Armenian ship; 
and apprehensions were entertained they would attaek Gom- 
broon ; — that it was supposed the King of Persia would inarch 
an army to resist them, and the Khan requested, on receiving 
information that twelve Arab cruisers were in the Gulf, that 
the Company’s ship Nassau, then at Gombroon, should be de- 
tained for twenty days, to assist in the defence of it, to which 
the Agent had consented ; — further, from the Kings of England 
and Persia being in alliance, that the English would employ 
their fleet in repelling the attack, as it was .supposed the Arab 
vessels would turn pirates. In answer, the Agent reminded 
the Khan, that three years’ customs were due to the Company. 

These mixed political events explain the satisfaction which Doubtful 
the Asrent expressed, that the large tiuantity of cloth, which had "'o Arme- 
arrived from England, had been consigned to the Armenians, 
and, from this confidence, he trusted, they would act ho- 
von. HI. Z norably, 

signed. 
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CHAP. III. norably, as they were the best judges of the mode of bartering 
1694-95. cloths, for money or silk, and could execute this part of the 
order at less expence ; but, an Agency and Council, (agreeably 
to orders) should be fixed at Ispahan, to watch their proceedings. 

The ship Nassau, with part of the cloth assortment, arrived 
at Gombroon on the 29th of January 1695, and immediate notice 
was sent to the Armenian merchants at Ispahan, with a request, 
that it might be bartered for silk and money, with as little delay as 
possible. The Armenians, however, insisted, that the imports of 
cloth by Aleppo had not diminished, and that the merchants, who 
had been accustomed to receive a supply through this medium, 
would not easily be persuaded to break through an established 
trade ; — ^that silk had become dearer, and that they wished no 
farther supply of this staple might be sent, till the quantity 
received could be sold, and, therefore, requested the Agent might 
*comc to Ispahan, to assist them in the sales; — this he was 
the more disposed to comply with, from the Sub-agent at Ispa- 
han being of opinion, that two of the five Armenians, to whom 
the goods had been consigned, were men of doubtful charac- 
ter, who would turn every thing to their own, and not to the 
Company’s advantage. After informing the Court that the 
cloths received by one of the ships (the Nassau) were in bad 
condition, though those by the other ship (the Mary) had come 
safe, the Agent, in consequence of being pressed by the Presi- 
dent ot Surat for money, had been obliged to write to Ispahan 
to take up two thousand tomands, at interest, and that, as soon 


as 
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as the cloth could be disposed of, the proceeds would be sent to hi . 

Bombay and Bengal, in aid of the Company’s investments from 1694-95* 
those countries.^') 

If the loss of the dispatches in the preceding year, from Mr. Eyre, 
Fort St. George and Bengal, in the Berkeley Castle, left the Bengal, ob- 

, , tains an Old. r 

Court without information, respecting the trade at those Settle- iVmniiieMo- 

ce- 
ments, the still greater los5>, this year, of their fleet from India, moving the 

embargo on 

which was captured by the French, deprived them of intelligence ihe^urope 
respecting Madras ; for a single dispatch, only, aided by some 
communications between Bengal and Bombay, remains, and 
affords some general remarks on the situation of aff'airs in 
Bengal. 

On the death of Sir John Goldeshorough, Mr. Eyre, whom 
he had appointed Agent (Mr. Ellis being dismissed), had taken 
charge of the Company’s interests, and, on the first aspect of 
them, had formed the opinion, that the reduction of the subor- 
dinate Factories had occasioned considerable difficulty, in pro- 
curing an investment to meet the ships of the season, and that 
Seerpore, which had been recommended by the Court to Mr. 

Charnock, as a proper station for a Factory, could not furnish 
one quarter part of the goods procured at Dacca or Malda : — 
these communications to the Government of Bombay, wei*c 
transmitted to the Court, as early as the month of Ajiril 1694, 

Z 2 and 


( 1 ) — Letters from the Agent and Council at Gombroon to the Court, 5th June and 14th 
December 1694 , 10th January, 1 llh February, and nth March 1 (>94-95, and 27 ih March 
Letter from the Armenian Merchants at Ispahan, to the Agent at Gombroon, 
March 1^5. 
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C HAP. Ilf , and they are illustrated by subsequent intelligence in the month of 
1694-95. December. At this time it was stated, that “ a Husbulhookum” 
had been obtained, in the month of Jiinc, from the King, 
which had removed the general embargo on the trade of the 
European nations, and allowed them to recur to the exercise of 
their privileges of trade : — this relief had arisen from giving a 
small present to the Governor, which, in the opinion of Mr. 
Eyre, was preferable to sending a larger bribe to the Nabob, 
because, even in cases where his authority had been afforded, 
the inferior or subordinate officers, by evasions and by artifices, 
found means to prevent tlie Agents from deriving those advan- 
tages, which the spirit, or letter, f)f the order promised. 

From the mildness of the administration of the existing 
Nabob and Duan, the situation of the Company’s affairs in 
Bengal was much improved; but the Agent and Council de- 
•scribed theimpracticabilityof obtaining a fixed station, from 
the opinion of the Duan having been uniformly adverse to a 
positive grant being given ; and that it would be difficult 
to raise a revenue, exeept under a Phirmaund, defining the 
Company’s right to a seat for trade : — the partial duties, 
for instance, which the Agents had been collecting at Chuta- 
nuttcc, amounted only to one hundred and sixty rupees per 
month ; but they entertained the hope, that a grant might 
ultimately be procured, and, with this view, had endeavoured to 
obtain the lease of two or three towns, adjoining Chutauuttee, at 
the rent of two or three thousand rupees per annum, at which 

place, 
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place, under Sir John Goldesboroiigh’s directions, expcnccs had chap. in. 
been considerably reduced ; it had,* however, become impossible 1694 -95. 
to carry the Court’s instructions, for settling a Court of Judica- 
ture, into effect : — the Factories had been withdrawn from Dacca 
and Malda, agreeably to orders, but without those Out-stations, 
it would be impossililc to collect goods for an investment, 
the re-establishment of them was, therefore, recommended; — 
the death of the Nabob of Patna, it was expected, (as he. had 
always been inimical to the English,) would facilitate the 
purchase of saltpetre. The certificate of the amount of Briti.sh 
produce, received in Bengal, had beentransmitted, as directed, 
to serve as a voucher to the Company, of having fulfilled their 
obligation with the King. 

Under this accumulation of difficulties, the Agent described 
the Interlopers to be encouraged by the Dutch, particuhu'ly 
at Hughly (twenty-four miles liigher up than Chutanuttee), a 
station which afforded them great advantages over the Company’s 
servants iii purchasing goods, as they had, from their having 
ready money, collected an assortment estimated at three lacks of 
rupees.^) 

( 1 ) — Letter from the President and Council in Bengal to the General at Bombay, l(5tli 

April Letters from the President and Council in Bengal to the Court, 14th 

December 1^94, and 15th January 1694 - 95 . 
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1695-96. 


chap. 111 . Anothek year had passed over, without obtaining an Act of 
1695-96. Parliament, upon which the Company could rest their chartered 
efforts of the rights and exclusive privileges ; and, during that year, several 
obtain atf Act events occurred, which urgently called for this protection from 

ofParlijmient 

for confirm- the Legislature. As in the preceding season, however, the Court 

ing their pri- 
vileges i were obliged to struggle with adverse events, and to manifest a 

decided resolution to persevere in upholding the East-lndia trade, 

till the Legislature should ultimately grant what their conduct 

rendered a reasonable demand. 

—and for Xlie Coui’t, ill tliis situation, informed Sir John Gayer and 

suppressing ^ 

theinterio- fjje Presidency of Suuat, that the expedients which had been 
adopted, for suppressing the Interlopers, both at home and 
abroad, had failed : — at home, by the applications to have 
their voyages stopped, being refused ; and abroad, by their not 
being excluded from the markets, though large stock had been 
employed, and though some of their vessels and cargoes had 
been purchiised and absorbed in the Company’s trade : — after 
all, several of these interloping equipments were proceeding, 
the Company’s servants, therefore, were directed to obstruct 
their sales in the foreign markets, while, at home, the Court 
would continue their applications to Parliament -at the 


same 
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same time, they acknowledged tliat they entertained doubts, 
whether the Legislature would, from the prejudices against 1695 -9(j. 
the Company, industriously spread by the Interlopers, confirm 
the Old, or London Company, by an Act, or institute a new 
East-India Company : — an event, also, had occurred, which, 
though disconnected with England, yet, from the relation 
which it bore to the affairs of the Company, promised to evince 
the necessity of confirming, by Act of Parliament, the Com- 
pany’s Charter and privileges. 

The Parliament of Scotland, on the 26th June 1695, Establish- 

nieiu (it an 

passed an Act, enabling the King fas King of Scotland) to Rasi-india 

^ o o V ^ Company, by 

constitute a Scottish Company, with powers to trade to Africa Act of 

Parliament, 

and the Indies, and had authorized it, besides, not only to trade •» Scotland, 

with exten* 

to the countries within the London Company’s limits, but ex- five pnviie- 

ges. 

tended its range to America, and the West-Indies. 

The Directors of the London Company were naturally 
alarmed at the establishment of a rival, equally under tlie pro- 
tection of the Crown with themselves, and more firmly es- 
tablished by an Act of Parliament, in a part of the Island, 
which, though subject to the same Sovereign, had been sup- 
ported by a different Parliament; the Court, therefore, com- 
plained of their situation, that, after so many applications to 
the English Parliament, redress had not only been vvitliheld, but 
their privileges annually invaded by a succession of Interlopers. 

This apprehension of a new rival in the Scottish Com- 
pany, and of its interferences in the East-India trade, vvjis 
strengthened, by the ample privileges with which the Parlia- 
ment 
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ment of Scotland had vested it, which, in all respects, were 
1695 - 96. greater than the London Company had acquired, in the suc- 
cessive Letters Patent, under which they had acted, for almost 
a century. 

The Act defined the limits of the Scottish Company to be, 
in general, the East and West-Indies, the Straits, the Medi- 
terranean, and the Coast of Africa; giving it, thus, permission 
to enter the limits assigned to the Turkey, African, and East- 
Tndia Companies. This Association was united, as a Company, 
on the 1st day of August 1696 : — one-half of the stock was to be 
subscribed by Scotchmen, within that kingdom ; — the shares 
were divided into portions, from .^100 to ^300; — they were to 
have power to make rules and bye-laws ; — to fit out, freight, and 
hire ships, notwithstanding any former Act of Navigation ; — 
to plant colonies, build and fortify towns, in any country in Asia, 
Africa, or America, not possessed by liuropeans, and to make 
treaties of peace with the Native Powers ; — their ships were to 
return to Scotland direct with their cargoes ; and the privileges 
were to continue for thirty-one years, and to he exclusive, ex- 
cepting that any ship of the kingdom might trade to countries 
not settled by this Company ; — ^they were to have the sole power 
of government and Admiralty rights ; — to procure privileges 
fiom foreign Princes, and to have those privileges confirmed by 
the King ; — to be exempted from customs, taxes, &c., except 
for sugar and t«)Ijacco, should these articles be the growth of 
the colonics which they might establish. 


The 



east-india company 




Tlie opinion of the Court of Directors of the London chap.iii* 
Company on this subject, was, “ that the Parliament of Scot- 
land had made an act to establish an East-lndia Company 
“ in that kingdom, upon too right a foundation, if they had niiL’;IU nlVord 

.. .... new s'jbler- 

money or experience to carry it on. fugcs lo ihe 

loterloiK.'s. 

Though 

(1)— It docs not appear, from the records of the Kast-India Companj^ at this 
juncture, that the establishment of the Company of Scotland, trading to Africa 
and the Indies, formed a subject of deliberation to tliL'in, farther than tliat, at its 
institution, it was taken as a precedent, to strengthen the applications of ilic 
London ^inpany to Parliament, for an Act upon which their privileges might be 
confirmed in this view, they referred to it as an indulgence, which had been 
granted by the King and Parliament of Scotland to a Company of that kingdom, 
and pleaded for a similar indulgence, as a reward for their exertions during a 
century. The proceedings of the Scottish Company not having interfered with 
those of the London Compaii}", they could neither be viewed as competitors, 
nor as rivals ; but the subject is of importance, as another example of misguided 
speculation, leading to losses and disasters, and of an cntcrprizc! which, by 
interfering with the trade and settlements of Spain, of France, and of Hol- 
land, occasioned those political embarrassments to the Crown of England, whicli 
obliged the King to abandon the Company of Scotland to its fate. 

From the books of the Scotch Company, preserved in the Advociite’s Library 
at Edinburgh, it appears, that the original subscriptions amounted to .£*100, 000 ; — 
that the subscribers consisted of noblemen, gentlemen, lucrcliants, and the Incor- 
porated Towns in Scotland ; — and that the transfers of their stock, by the original 
subscribers, began as early as ltJ97, and became more /Vetiueiil as the projects 
they adopted wore an unfavorable aspect. 

The administration of the alTairs of the Company of Scotland w:is vested in a 
certain number of Committees that of Improvement^ to provide shipping, stores, 
seamen and soldiers, arms, ammunition, i^c. that of Foreign Trad’, to pre- 
pare schemes for settlements and trade and that of Waiting, to manage their 

^ domestic 

2 A 


VOL. III. 
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CHAR IH. Though the apprehensions from this new rival chiefly we 
1695-96. that opportunities might be afforded, under its privileges, to thipj;-, 
Interlopers, to fit out ships, and import Indian produce into- 

England,. 

domestic concerns, money, accounts, &c, *nd for the accommodation of 
these Committees, they purchased a house in Milne Square, Edinburgh, foe 

The proceedings of the Company of Scotland appear to have had the fob- 
lowing progress ; — at the opening of the business, the Directors considered the* 
Act of Parliament and the Patent, as having vested them with poMreHj lto iform sach 
colonies, in any of the countries within the limits assigned them^ipiiigfat be- 
most favorable to the projected trade ; and as, at this time, the Kin^s Bul^eetB' 
in Scotland had not privileges of trade in the English colonies, this part of the 
scheme appeared to be reasonable, though it wilt be found, in the sequel, to'b'dVB' 
been the source of the ruin of the Scottish Company. ‘ 

The Act empowered this Company, to take in a considfcrable proportion 
of subscriptions from foreigners, to obtain which, they sent AgenU to Anuterdam 
and to Hamburgh, and, in both of those cities, opened booka/or receivin'g siibscrip- 
tions. As the plan held out to those foreigners the prospect of a tMde to the 
East-lndics, it received encouragement from the speculators in the forinter city, 
who calculated on receiving East-India produce, through Scotland, independently 
of the Dutch established Companies j and, in the latter city, the hope was enter- 
tained of bringing that East-India produce to the Elbe, which b«id hitherto been 
supplied by the Dutch East-India Companies. That these Agents might more 
effectually strengthen their applications, they built or purchased ships, for the 
projected voyage, at both of those ports in the former, however, the Dutch 
East-India Company perceiving their object, thwarted the subscriptioiM ; and in 
tlie latter, applications were made to the Senate, by the EngUsh Resident, to 
obstruct them. 

As the sales of the stock of the Company of Scotland became more frequent,. 

the value of it had a rapid deprecialiop, which was encrcased, by the Usance at 

* Amsterdam 
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]^gland^ these apprehensions, fw the moment, were sus- ^hap. in. ^ 
jjl^hded, by their homeward fleet, consisting of the slftps 1695-96. 
^solution. Defence, Princess Ann, Success, and the Seymour 

2 A 2 Interloper, 


Amsterdam and Hamburgh being against Scotland; and, in the same manner, the 
stock was depreciated at London, by the rate of exchange, in England, being as 
against Scotland, as five per cent. 

Notwithstanding these untoward circumstances, the Scottish Company equip- 
ped three ships, on which were embarked upwards of a thousand seamen arid 
soldiers this fleet, after a long and sickly passage, arrived at the Isthmus cf 
Darien, iO'.November 1698. It was in this most favourahle situation for establish- 
ing a Cdtohy^ in the centre between North and South America, (a situation 
which, had it been fortified, might have controled the political power and trade 
of both), that the Company of Scotland attempted a settlement. This Colony was 
to be administered by a Council of Seven, and the military force with which it was 
to be protected, was to be commanded by officers, with the rank of Overseers 
and Assistants, while the soldiers, instead of pay, were to receive portions of 
land, and to become planters. 

When the %Miniah Government received information of the destination of the 
Scottish Colony, the Ambassador of that Crown, in London, presented a memorial 
to the King, remonstrating against the invasion of a country which belonged 
to the^ Crown of Spain ; objections were also made by the French and Dutch, 
to the formation of a Colony, which would interfere with the trade of their 
respective Islands and Settlements ; — tiiis brought on a discussion, which, though 
protracted^ in fact became the source of the ruin of the Darien Colony. 

For a considerable time, the Directors of the Company of Scotland, seconded 
by the Parliament of that Kingdom, presented petitions and remonstrances to the 
King, praying his protection, and received, through the Scotch Secretaries of 
State, promises of relief and redress. 

The King, at last, to prevent the Englisli Nation from political discussions with 
the Maritime Powers of Europe, which might have led to serious consequences, 

and 
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cha p. III. Ii^erloper, being captured, on the Coast of Galway, by tite 
1695-96. French fleet; a loss which would have overset any commer 
enterprize, but one resting on a Joint Stock: — ^instead, 

evef 



and to silence the discontents in England, at the establishment of a Colony of 
Scotland, ^'hich might interfere with those of England, ordered the Goyer{« 
nors of Barbadoes, Jamaica, and New York, to prohibit, by proclamation, any 
intercourse, between the English Colonics and the Scotch Colony at Darien. Tbi/i 
measure, notwithstanding the reiterated petitions to' the Crown, by the Company 
of Scotland, and by the parliament of that Kingdom, brought destruc* 

tion on the new establishment at Darien, and obliged the unfort unate/j^j^asi^, who 
had settled at it, either to find their way to Europe, through the English Colonipi,. 
or exposed them to perish. 

From these facts it appears, that the Company of Scotland had proceeded 
without any knowledge of trade, or of the requisite means for establishing a Colony, 
and that this ill-concerted project brought a general loss on the origiiMd luh- 
scribers, with the exceptions only of a few of their Directors, who, as ^Agents or 
Contractors, amassed large sums, from the credulity and false confidence pf their 
associates. The strongest evidence, perhaps, that can be adduced of the causes 
of the ruin of the Darien Colony, is, to place in contrast the measures of the 
London East-India Company, devised by experienced merchants^ who had intro- 
duced trade, and settled Factories, in countries, in which Europe produce could be 
sold, and foreign produce bought with profit, and the lUeaMIfes of the Scottish 
Company, constituted of persons who were strangers to trade, and who attempted 
the establishment of a Colony, in a country which was claimed, as the property of 
an European Power, in which the sale of Europe exports was as uncertain, as the 
obtaining of foreign imports, for a series of years, was impracticable.* 


* Memorials of the English Minister at Hamburgh, and of the Spanish AmbasMdor, against 
the Darien Colony, and Petitions of the Scotch Company to the King, to the Parliament of Scotland, 
and to the Secretaries of State, from 1697 to 1699. (Pfinted 1700, and preserved in the Advocatc'i. 
Library at Edinburgh.) 
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of sinking under this misfortune, the Proprietors, 
Iptnounting to twelve hundred persons (in the Court’s \Pords, 1695-96. 
in conveying intimation of this loss to the Presidency of 
Surat) “ with a true Roman courage” determined to add 
56 . 300,000 to their stock, of which ^6200, 000 was iiuine- 
diately paid ,in, and equipped eight ships for India, of wliich 
two were destined for Surat ; and, upon an application to the 
King, obtained a convoy of four men of war, to attend the 
outward fleet of the season to St. Helena, and there to remain 
till the homeward ships should reach that Island, and then to 
accompany them to England. To render the convoy more ef- 
fectual, a King’s advice-boat was dispatched, to give the Go- 
vernor of St. Helena notice ol this arrangement; and with 
orders, from the Secret Committee, to the homeward-bound ships, 
to remain at St. Helena, in expectation of the convoy, till the 
1st July 1696 ; but, in case of separation, each ship was to make 
for Coruhna, inrSpain, and there to wait for orders from England! 

Having laid down this plan for their equipments and stock, sir John 
Court confirmed Sir John Gaycr’s authority to hll up tlic ihonly con- 

\iic V ^ finned, but 

Pniincil at SuKAT, with such of their covenanted servants as under new 

, instructioni. 

might be best qualified for the trust ; and blamed that Presi- 
dency, for their late dispatch of the ships, as the principal cause 
of the recent misfortune. 

In the circumstances, therefore, under which the Com- 
pany were placed, the Court repeated their orders, that no new 
Settlement was to he formed, without express authority, and 
disaoproved of Mr, Brahourne’s contract with the Queen of 

Attinga, 
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^ HAP. III . Attinga, for a Settlement at Brinjone, and of the attempt tp * 
1695-96. open a trade into Moultan and Scindy, except by means of 

Armenians, as there was not depth of water, in the Indus, wr^-- 
ships to proceed higher than Tattu. 

As a preliminary to the commercial orders for the invest- 
ment, the Court desired, that the fortifications at Bombay should 

« 

be strengthened ; and intimated, that they had sent an Engineer 
to direct this service, and a reinforcement, for the garrison, of 
seventy soldiers, under the command of a Lieutenant. 

The commercial instructions are prefaced with ,A positive 
order to the Presidency of Surat, that the Compan^.., books 
should be made up, and duplicates of them sent home, viri|||i 
the same regularity as previously to the war ; because, without 
these books, the Court could not frame instructions, with any 
certainty of the practicability of their being carried into 
execution, nor put implicit belief in complaints, for want 
of evidence ; — mean time, they would order Surat , to be 
supplied with stock from Persia, at which they estimated the 
funds of the Company, at ^6250,000 : — ^the Court could obtain 
only a very small quantity of bullion in this season, on 
account of the debased state of the coin, silver being at 
the high rate of seven shillings per ounce, and a guinea 
worth thirty shillings ; — a small proportion, also, of the staple 
commodities of England had been shipped, from the rise in the 
precious metals having advanced the price of all British commo- 
dities, particularly those vendible in the East-Indies, from ^50 
to ^100 per cent. The investment expected in return, was to 

include 
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f lude a large quantity of indigo, at whatever price it could ^A P.m. 

procured, because this article was much wanted in England, 1695-96. 
in consequence of the loss of the ship Modena, and because a 
thousand barrels of it had lately been lost, in a large French 
Indiaman which had been sunk : — it was ordered, also, that there 
should always be in store, at the Presidency, a considerable quan- 
tity of cotton-wool, stick-lack, olibanutn, myrrh, sal-aiinno- 
niac, pepper, and coffee, for which last iirticle a ship was to 
proceed to- the Red Sea. 

To these instructions the Court subjoined, that they had 
been informed, a Cowl for trade at Limpo, in China, had l>cen 
olbtained by the Presidency of Surat, and if such was the fact, 
they must conclude, that their servants had used this privilege 
for their own private trade and advantage. 

The CtMirt, this season, do not appear to have received Cournorderi 
information of the actual state of affairs in Persia, and, there- iheir*aiifir» 

A . , I. • 1 • Persia. 

fore, the instructions of the preceding seasons remained in force, 
and the orders to the Agent consisted, only, of a repetition of 
their desire to learn, what English goods would be vendible in 
Persia, ami that half of ti.e goods shipped for Gombroon should 
be forwarded for sale, with all dispatch, to Ispahan ; and 
concluded with a list of the articles expected in England, or 
Caramania wool, silks, and Ispahan chintzes, of the finest and 

most 

(I)— Lctten from the Court to the General at Bombay and the President and Council 
at Surat, 13 th September and 18 th December 1 695. Letters from the Secret Com- 

mittee of the Court, to the Governor of St. Helena, 29th November 1693 and 18 th January, 

1635.96. Letters from the Secret Committee of the Court, to the Preiidency of Sural,, 

Bltb January and 18 th February il 99 Sr 96 . 
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most vp.ried kinds, of at least twenty pieces of eacl^ 

1695- 96. to the amount of ^620,000; adding, as a reason for exertu]g||» 
the quick sale of these goods, and that the freight of .tfeuf' 
first ships of the season, had risen to .s£34 per ton, and of 
the latter ships, to ^40 per ton. <*> 

No new Set- Tlie advices from Fort St. Georgr and Bengal, during 

tlemenis to 

be formed on the last year, having been lost in the fleet captured by the 

theCoroman* 

del Coast, till French, the Court, in their instructions to Fort St. George, this 

the Compa- 

ny's privi- season. Stated, that the freight paid to Coast and Bay had risen 

leges should 

be settled by to £^40 per tou ; an cxpeuce so great, that a resolution had 

liament. passed, to prohibit any new Settlement being made on the 
Coast, and particularly not to re-settle, at Musulipatam, Fettipor 
lee, or Madapollaui, (the expenccs of those places having already 
occasioned a dead loss to the Company of above ^100,000) 
till such time as their chartered rights and privileges should be 
confirmed by Act of Parliament : — they desired, at the same time, 
that every effort should be made, at Madras and in Bengal, to 
encrease the revenues and trade, and to reduce the expences, 
particularly at Vizagapatam ; repeating the instruction, to pro- 
vide a large quantity of pepper, and to rely on the Armenians 
to procure the finer articles for the Coast investment. 


York Fort at 
Bencuolen, 
])laced under 
the control of 
Fort St. 
George. 


In like manner, not having received information from Ben- 
cooLEN, the Court ordered, that the station of York Fort, and 
its dependencies, should be placed entirely under the control of 
Fort St. George, and explained, as a reason for throwing the 


responsibility 


(1)— Letter from the Court to the Agent and Council in Persia^ 15th January 
iGgS'Qd. 



XAtiV-lMDIA COKPANT. 


181 


ranponttbility on tiiu Arosidency, that fhe expences of the «ta- 
tionfe* oO the Coast of Sumatiiiy bad already amounted to more 1885 > 96 . 
than (» 


If the domestic transactions of the Jjondon £ast-India nistreiiedii* 

tiiation of 

Company have exhibited a series of obstructions and lames, ^ 

an appro* 

xhioh would have borne down the enei^ and credit of any, but 
an AssociatioD, proceeding on a Joint Stock, and acting with Aam-Rajab ; 
the provident spirit of En^ish merchants, the losses and calami- 
ties which, in this season, the Company’s foreign Presidencies 
and S^tlements had to meet, would have produced a similar 
efiect on their servants abroad. 

The Precndepcy of Surat had scarcely recovered the posses- 
sicm of that commercial credit, and those opportunities for 
employing it, by commencing sales and purchases, or the 
transient protection of the Mogul, and of the Governor of 
Surat, for their trade, when events occurred, which over- 
set all their measures, and plunged them into distress, nearly 
equal to that which they had experienced, during the war with 
the Mogul. 

The homeward fleet had scarcely been dispatched for — ""d of 

civil war, 

Europe, in Febiniary 1695-96, when a well-founded alarm f*'®™ *•»« 

* ' pected* death 

prevailed at Surat, that the Ram-Rajah’s troops had approached 
von. III. 2 B to 

(l)-^Lettcr from the Court to the Prendeocy of Fort St. George, oiotb Febnurg 
i6y5-QS, 
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^86 

C HAP. Ill, to NuAdrabad, vntbiofiftjr intlestif it; /HieEnglisli, and 

1695 *^96. Dutch, 'on this- occasion^ fidrtified' their -factorie5-:H.^ir John 
Gayer sent twenty Topasses, with arms and ammunition, from 
Bombay, for the defence of the Factory ; the Governor, having 
strengthened the fortifications, determined to make a vigo- 
rous defence against the enemy, and the Mahratta troops, on 
discovering this state of the city, retired about the middle of 
March. 

This temporary relief was not, however, considered by the 
Presidency of Surat as a security, upon which either the safety 
of the Company’s servants, or of their property at Surdt or 
SwaUy, or indeed in any of the countries of the Mogul Empire, 
on the West of India, could, prospectively, be relied on ; because 
the great age of Aurungzebe, the intrigues which were appear- 
ing among his sons, for the succession, and his relaxed efibrts 
against the Hindoo or Mahratta Powers, were symptoms of ap- 
proaching confusion and civil war. The Presidency therefore 
recommended, that as small a proportion of stock, as might be 
consistent with the continuation of the trade, should remain at 
Surat, or indeed in any of the Settlements or Factoiies in the 
MoguFs dominions, because it must be exposed to hazard from 
probable wars, and that the principal magazine, on the We^ of 
India, should be at Bombat, under the protection of the caatle 
and its garrison. 

The Com- In former seasons, the Interlopers had only obstructed the 

pany's Facto- 
ry at Surat Cbmpany^s trade, at the ports of the Native Princes, by that 

seized by the 

Governor, on imprudent couduct which might have been expected from' specu- 
lators, 
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ifttops, lookiog’ for inimediatc gain, but neither under restraint chap. hi. 
in the Indies, nor regulations in England ; and the consequences 1695 - 96. 
were, expensive investments oi Indian produce, and depressed bping 01^7 
sales at home, by which means they lowered the Company's rate, aiKlcap- 
credit in the opinion of the Native Governors and Merchants. conveyi.ig 

• • pilpjriiTis t 

A more positive evil occurred at this juncture : — ^the Inter- and 

1 • j. . . . , • Mocha. 

lepers, being disappointed in the sales of their cargoes, and in 
their purchases of Indian produce, determined not to return to 
Europe, without realizing gains to their employers, and to 
themselves, and, therefore, had made prizes of ships belonging 
to the Native Powers, and left the Company’s servants exposed 
-to suspicion and imprisonment, and their property to seizure 
and confiscation. 

It was almost impossible for the Natives to disrmguish 
between authorized and unlicensed traders, bearing the same 
flag^—dience a general obloquy was brought on the English 
character; an obloquy which the Dutch had, uniformly, 
heightened, whether they were in -amity, or in enmity with 
England, in Europe, that they might ensure their own mono- 
poly, and depress the trade of .the London East-lndia Com- 
pany. In this season, however, it appears, that out of one or 
other,- or out of both of these sources of opposition, a decided 
and more:* destructive evil arose, wludi threatened to overset 
the Company’s trade on the West of India. The extent of this 
evil,- though severely felt by the Presidency of Surat, was not 
understood in England : — in the sequel, however, its nature and 
consequences will be fully developed. 

2 B 2 A 
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)gtTAP/M. v>. i. Alaige ’p^ratAifihipy^ ’oArr^g'jbrtipsix gwiH, aad one buoi- 
dred and thirty menr/i wti^ pnxes oE'Sotne of the noat vahlaMe 
'ahf^- belonging to the' iidb 'inercfaaDts of Surat) and*)c^ a ship 
helonging to the Moj^) employed in oenTeyitig pilgrims from 
Smmt tO'Jltdda and Mocha j-^Ae first information of this event 
aiarmed the President add Cotmoil Surat, who apprehended, 
ah emhaigo wonld be laid on the Company’s shipping, till the 
damages done could be compensated^ or the country from which 
the pirate came, could be ascertained. 

When intelligence was received, in September 1695, that 
tbis pirate had plundered a ship belonging . to Abdul Gophor, 
one o^ the principal merchants of Surat, and that the ship car- 
ried English c^urs, the Governor, who had hitherto acted in a 
ftiendl^ manner, placed a guard on the Company’s house, to 
prevent its bdmg pluntfered, and their servants massacredi by the 
enraged inhabitants : — no distinction was made hetwemi ^ 
Company’s servants and the Intm'lopers. i : > 

In this state of irritation, news arrived that the same pirate 
had attacked a ship belonging to the Mogul (the Gunswah), 
betwemk Bombay smd Daman, and plundered the svessd, and 
the pil griwm on board, of ah their valuable effects. If the first 
injury to an individual merchant was resented, this, which was 
deemed a sacrilege, raised resentment to fury, and obliged tlw 
Governor to put the President, and all the English, > in irons, to 
pi^ent their being tom to pieces by the inhahitaDt8iri-<tbe sdme 
fermimt extended to the factors at Broach, who wem also 0 OH- 

, fiood 
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fitted r'—lience the iuTestment was totally at a stand, and no 
trade permitt^, either to natives or foreigners. 1895-98. 

On this occanon, the true republican spirit and commercial 
jealousy of the Dutch were folly manifested, for instead of endea- 
vouring to allay the popular fury against their European ally, 
but rival, in the Indies, they stimulated the inhabitants to extir- 
pate the English, and insidiously wrote letters to the Mogul, 
offering to clear the Indian Seas of the pirates, and to be 
responsible for the safety of the pilgrims proceeding to Juddu, 
on condition that a Phirmaund should be granted to them, 
for an exclusive trade, free of customs, at Surat, and in the 
Mogul Dominions this offer, however, was refused, and 
affords a memorable example of malice defeating its own puy- 
^osea, because to this offer of the. Dutch may be traced 
(though the event was not accomplished till after the lapse 
of half a century) the first idea of the English being the con- 
ductors of the pilgrims to Judda, and acquiring the Tanka, 
or being Admirals of the Mogul, between Surat and the Red 

Sea. 

Returning, however, to the situation of the President and English (rads 

® *11®^ Surat at a 

his Council, it appears, that a communication, by letter, was itand. 

opened between them and the Governor of Surat, in which they 

represented the immense loss which the Company would sustain, 

by bfeing prevented from making an investment, and sending their 

ships to Europe empty, as the merchants had directed their 

correspondents not to load any goods on English ships, and had 

asserted, that the English had robbed a King’s ship; till the 

Presidency, 



annals op THtl honorable 


CHAP. m. 


sir John 
Gayer offers 
to be respon- 
sible for the 
safety of the 
pilgrims be- 
tween Surat 
and Mocha. 


Residency, therefoi‘e, should be able to prove, that they itreire 
innocent of this crinie, there remained no prospect for thdr 
deliverance, and they could not anticipate the cobseqtiehces, 
till an order should arrive from the Mogul. 

The number of the English confined at Surat, was fifty-three, 
and ten at Swally ; meantime, the Governor desired the French, 
I^titch, and English, to send ships in search of the pirate, that, 
by his capture, the fact might be ascertained who really were 
guilty : — ^the French and Dutch fortunately hesitated td comply, 
and the readiness of the English to go on this service, first 
seemed to abate the animosity against them. 

Sir John Gayer, as General of the Company’s affairs at 
Bombay, on receiving intelligence of these misfoitunes at Slirat, 
addressed a memorial to the Governor, stating that he was 
ready to declare, the East-India Company, had no concern 
with the pirate, and complaining of the hardship experienced 
by their servants, and the losses to their trade, by throwing' on 
them the odium which had originated in an unlicensed rover, 
not only unlicensed by the Company, but acting in direct viola- 
tion of the laws of England, and who, if taken, would be liable 
to capital punishment. 

Sir John Gayer next wrote to the Mogul, repeating the 
observation in his address to the Governor of Surat, that the 
Company were not only ignorant of the existence of such' a 
pirate, but were ready to employ two of their ships, completely 
firmed, to convey the pilgrims to Judda, if the Mogul would 
grant his Hiirmaund, excluding all other English, but the Com- 


pany, 
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«pany, from the trade, and that two ships should annually cha p. »ir . 
perform this duty : — this remonstrance and application was all 1695-96. 
that seemed practicable, for obtaining the liberty, of the Com- 
pany’s servants, and permission to continue the trade. Sir John 
Gayer was, besides, at tliis juncture, alarmed for the safety of 
Bombay itself, both because the harsh treatment of the passen- 
gers in the Mogul’s ship had exasperated the inhabitants, as well 
as the Mogul, and because the Island was not in a situation to 
make a proper defence, the garrison being reduced to one hun- 
dred and ten Europeans, and even this small force sickly. 


The memorial to the Governor of Surat, and the anplica- 'i''® 

* ‘ orders the 

tion to the Mogul, if it did not remedy, at least averted the danger 


with which the Company’s servants were threatened ; for an 
answer, came from the Mogul, “ that the English, French, and 


continued, 
till the piratei 
be captmed. 


“ Dutch, should put to sea in search of the thieves, but the 
** embargo on all trade must continue, till the innocence or guilt 
“ of the English Company should be proved.” 


The Governor of Surat continued to manifest his friendship A Vnkeei 

^ent with pre- 

to the English, and to protect them. At this crisis, the Pre- sent, lo the 

® * Mogul, to 

sident received information, that the oiler of the Dutch to •*'« 

Company, 

convoy the pilgrims to Judda and- Mocha, on condition of 
being cxemptetl from customs, had been refused : — on- this 
occasion, a Vakeel was sent to Court, with authority to make 


rich presents to the King and his principal officers j to second an 
application for a Phirmaund, for freedom of trade at Surat and 
in Bengal ; and to repeat the offer of the convoy, or become 
responsible for the safety of the pilgrims, on condition of being 

allowed. 
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AJKVAm ow wot. ■0HMUUBI4I 


CHAP. III. allowed, fw dais sorrice, the sum annually paid tp die Sidda^ 
1695-96. (or four lacks of rupees), it haviag appeared, firom the iiyury 
done by the pirate, that the Siddee’s ships were not equal to the 
service. 

IssaCooly, the person employed at Court, as Vakeel, or En- 
voy, to solicit the release of the Company’s servants, and the open- 
ing of their trade, foimd, that the prejudices against the English 
were more violent than appeared, even in the harsh measure of 
imprisoning the Company’s servants, and stopping the trade of 
the port of Surat, and that the captures made of the ships in 
the two Gulfs, during the late war, was an additional source 
of hatred, which the present seizure of the Mogul’s ship, by the 
pirate, had rekindled, and had produced an order to the Siddee 
to attack Bombay, and to the army to march against Fort St. 
George, and the Company’s other Settlements, to seize on the 
whole of their property and effects : — ^Issa Cooly had, however, 
been able to prevent these orders from being carried into execu- 
tion, though he could not stop the order, prohibiting all the 
European ships to carry flags, or the Europeans to wear arms, or 
to use palankeens. 

1 he French tliis State of aflfeirs at Surat, the French and Dutch, 

endeavour to tliougli encmics in Europe, linked together their interests, and 
torg^roinov- remonstrated with the Governor, on the hardships they expe- 
*hip 5 ?** ^ ricncecl from the embargo on trade ; — ^in answer, the Governor 
informed them, that he must obey the King’s orders ; and that 
all trade must be at a stand, either till the pirate should be 
taken, or till payment should be made by the Europeans of the 

value 



BxWiiV.i'VA'Votti'-A'AAC 


lob ' 

of' the shi^, ias the Mogul would rather renounce chap. jii. 

aU*^ the retfenries* he received frOra the trade of the Europeans, iSs^G. 
than' ehdatiger ’the safety of the pilgrims going to Mecca, to 
which he annually sent a donation of three lacks of rupees. 

The Dutch, however, repeated their application to have 
the trade opened, stating their loss from the embargo, to 
amount to five lades of rupees, and requested permission to 
leave the town, should the embargo continue ; a request with 
which the Governor positively refused compliance. 

While matters were in this critical situation, a report Governor oi 
was spread, that another of Abdul Gophor’s ships had been poniVexau- 
captured by a pirate, in the Persian Gulf. In this agitation 
of feelings, farther violence was expected, for the English flag cmb.'rKo?'^ 
was struck, and the whole of the Factory, with the exception of llier iiistni • 
the President, two of the Council, and Captain Browne, con- 
fined in irons : — at last, however, through the intercession of 
the Governor, and the application of the Vakeel, an order ar- 
rived from the Duan, to release the English, and to take oft* 
the embargo on trade ; but this order not being deemed suffi- 
ciently explicit, the Governor was afraid to act on it, and sent 
to Court for fresh instractions. In these unhappy circumstances, 
the Company’s affairs at Surat, and on the West of India, 
remained at the close of this season 

It may easily be supposed, under such restraints, and The large 

, Fii ndi and 

with the appearance, off Surat, of a French squadron of six ships, Uu'd* 

^ ^ in ilie liidun 

two of sixty, one of forty-six, one of forty, one of thirty, and Seas cbitmci 

J ^ ^ • llic trade. 

one of twenty-eight guns, which landed some goods at that port, 

2 C and 


yoh. III. 



OP THB_ HOMORABEB 

they, were dMtiitfd for i]^ nj^ on^ the 

jpopip^’a aWpa 

Ji^t twde was at a stand, and a we»-founded appre^nsioift 
was fek for the safety of the homeward fleets; — ^to balance 
which evils, they could only look to their allies, ihe liutcb, 
who had, in the Indian Seas, diirty-sbc ships, divided into six 
squadrons, one of which was cruizing between Bombay and 
Surat, with the object of meeting the French, and opposing 
them in the Indian Seas, should they not succeed in capturing 


MilHai*}' e«fa- 
blitihioent at 
Bomb.ty, 
j'nin iht* low 
itate ot the 
revenue, to 
be fait her re* 
flkiGed. 


The Fort at 

Anjengo 

built. 


them. 

. The circumstances' in which the l?tesidency and trade 
pf i^urat were placed could not but materially aflect the 
Isl^d of Bombay, for the garrison (which had only received 
^igh^een repr“i*s 1*7 ships of the season), from the failure 
of the required to'^ be farther reduced, by dismissing 

part of thc^ . auxiliary troops, of whom three hundred and forty 
tSentops, and, sixty Christians, at the out-guards were dis- 
apd the , Gentoos limited to seven subaMars, and 
four Th®s^ fr®®P® formed from a 

selection of those who had been faithfid, dqring the late dis- 
tressed sitqftion of the Island the out-forts, ^so, were reduced 
to five j one at JMahim, one at Sion, one at Suree, one at^ hla- 
Oi^n, and one at Worlee, and it was proposed to erect a bat- 
tery on each side of the Malabar hills. 

The Dutch hW made every effort to depress the' Ei^gHsh 
.pcpper<.(irade', at. Cswwar -and Betorah; Sir. .John G^er, ha^, 
'Wrtefortfy' sent ‘orders to crect-a fortificatioii at. Aigengo, 'it 







' stone and could'* Ibe easily 'foetid, ''tti0U^'‘‘thiire 

wpii^d *l>e did^c^ty'm oliiaTnmg ctiu^^ br’linie'i-^this (bii ^idt lW3-d6. 

inten^eii ilj^cover a space’oif ninety yai^'^uire, 6n which sixty 
to seventy ^ns were to he mounted :— wheh completed, a lar^ 
quantity of pepper was expected ; but, in the interval, it vras 
impossible, notwithstanding the contract,' 'to pi*ev6nt the other 
European nations iix>m carrying bif a part, which, in fact, the 
Danes'had done in the course of* this season. 


'Ifibuffh the General had ^‘recmved 'an invitation from the Traa« in the 

® two Gulfi 


Bashaw of Judda to settle a Factory at that port, it had, on prevented by 

, t ,w ^ the Pirates, ^ 

account of tlie piiiite^ lo the Red Sda, been decHned ; but a 
contract had been entered into, for bn investment at Mbcha, of 
Mffee, olihanuid, a!nd myrrh, a^eably to the Court’ll orttefi 
In the Peraian Giilf, apprehensions were entertained bf a iVhr 
'Ibetween 'ihh' King of Pertib ahd the Arabs at Muscat, fh Which 
ft' w^ 'probable the I^utch '^obld assist the Persians, with 'fWe 
view of acquiring a monopoly of the Persian' trade; but' the 
'Stieneral iid not see the expediency of interfering, as the' Arabs 
h^'not^ hitherto, offer ed arty' obstructibn to the English ship- 
ping or trade -.—these circumstances rendered it impracticable to 
cai^ the Court's orders, for the sale of the small cruisers, hitb 

f'i. 

effect. (•) 

' ‘ 2 C 2 ' ' 'the 


'c i , r- . ' ; vi:>t 

(O—Letkri from tbe General and Council at Bombay to tl|e Mth M»y. 

June, 3d and ^th December Ifigs, 3d Febmaiy, and isth Marcli UMera 

Vrom tie 'beneral at Bombay to the Pre*ld«icy of SurdI, SOth Septemhert' Sfeth «lflpb#r, 
' Stb '•<41 igih No»eml»« letter from Si»?ohs<UyH'to th»«ogol* iMuW*- 

1(593.— Le«“* ** Preiident and CooncU of Surat to the Court, apA 
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ANNAtS OP THE HONORABEE 


CriAi*. HI. 


The idfbnnation From Gombroon and Ispahan, during this 


16&5-96. season,’ furnishes another example of the uncertainty of com- 

Failure of ^ ^ ^ 

the project incrcial speculation, in a country where the administration of the 

of selling 

Engiii.li cloth government is shifting and arbitrary, and of the danger o f 

in Tersin, ° 


through the entrusting the management of such speculations to any, but 

Armenian ^ 


merchants, to the immediate servants of the merchants interested in their 


success. 


When the Letters Patent were granted to the Company, in 
1694, it will be recollected, that a condition was annexed, 
of exporting, to a large amount, the British staple of 
woollen-cloth, and it will, also, be recollected, that the Court 
had formed the opinion, not only that the greatest outlet would 
be found in the Persian market, but that it could be ellected at 
less expence by the Armenian merchants, and in return, money, 
Caramania wool, and silk, obtained for it -it was, also, con- 
ceived, that from this people finding their way, during the 
troubles in India, into the interior provinces, and bringing fine 
goods, in small quantities, that purchases from tliem would 
become a valuable resource for the Europe investment : — hence 
the Court embraced the opinion, that they were trust-worthy, 
and qualified to be their Agents, without reflecting that they 
were merchants, as well as themselves, who might have other 

mercantile 


April, 13 th May 1695, and 10th April I695-96.— Letters from the Presidency of Surat, 
to the General and Council of Bombay, 11th September, 12tb, 25 tb, and 30 th October, 
12th and 30 ih November, and 22d December 1695.— Letter from the President of Surat 

to the Mogul, January 1695-96. Letters from the Chief and Factors at Anjengo to the 

General at Bombay, J 9 tb June 1695. 
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mercantile connexions, to prevent tUeii' executing tlie trust with ^^A P. m . 
probity or correctness ; — and, the facts will verify these obser* 1695-96. 
vations. 

When the large assortment of cloth airived at Gombroon, 
and a proportion was forwarded to Ispahan, the Armenians, 
instead of receiving, with alacrity, so large a commission, and 
one for which they were to be so amply paid, or executing it 
with zeal, hesitated to take the charge upon them, till pushed 
by the Company’s Agents at Ispahan and Gombroon, to bring 
the cloth to immediate sale, to prevent the article sufleriiig in 
its qualities, by delay, and to afford the returns, cither in Persian 
produce, or in money, anticipated by the Court, which had put 
such implicit confidence in their exertions. 

In the course of this season (1695-96), it appeared, 
that these Armenians were dealers in the cloth which had 
come from the Turkey Company, by Aleppo, and thence 
carried to Ispahan, to be sold in the Persian markets : — the 
rival, thus, which the Court had supposed to be tiepressed by 
the capture of the Turkey fleet, was, in fact, supported by 
the very persons, who, they had flattered themselves, would 
assist in the sales of that article, the exports of which had been 
a condition in the grant from the King. The cloth, of course, 
remained unsold, and the Agents, both at Gombroon and Ispa- 
han, were obliged to make such exertions as they individually 
could, at reduced prices, to dispose of an article, on which the 
Court had expected an advance. 


Besides 



dBAf. nir: 


ANKALS OF THE HOKORABU 



Encreasing 
naval power 
of the Arabs 
of Muscat. 


No intelli- 
gence this 
season from 
Fort St. 
George, Ben- 
gal, or Ben- 
coolen. 


iiotb tspahah, ‘ duty' frw, ' ib the ambunt of |weqty-thou^4 
tomands per annum, while the English could only obtain a 
like permission, to the amount of five thousand tomands per 
antiiim : — the Agent at Gombroon, besides, had not been able to 
recover the Company’s proportion of customs, at that port, for 
three years. 

The navigation of the Persian Gulf, at the close of this 
season, had become more difficult, from the growing power of 
the Muscat Arabs, still acting against the Persian trade; of 
whom Captain Brangwin, who succeeded Agent Gladman, (who 
died on the 14th November 1695}, gave his opinion, that they 
** would prove as great a plague in India, as the Algerines were 
** in Europe.” 

If the loss of the Company’s fleet, in the preceding 
season, accounted for the want of information, regarding 
the state of their affairs at Fort St. Grorge, Brnoai., 
and Brncoorrn, the like deficiency appears in this year, for 
no dispatches, from any of these Settlements, are preserved 
in the Company’s correspondence; and what naturally must 
have augmented the difficulty of framing instructions for 

those 


(I )— Letter, from the Agfnti and Coundl* at Gombroon and Ispahan to tbeConrt, and 
Correspondence with the Armenian Merchant*, 30tb April, 5tb and 24tb July, 6ih, gth, 
I3tb, and l6tb Auguit, I4tb and 80ib September, jpih November, and ISih December 
I6g5. 



XAtT-lMOXA OOMPAKT. 

‘f-n (i ‘ i -‘V . - 

those their tra^e, ia the following s^aso^ wm a CffAP.iifc 

tice which they got Bombay, in March 1695*96, thajt 1^5*9^ 
the'^Generai had not received any intelligence from Madras, fox; 
twelve months.^*) 

(1)— Letter fMmdMCknenliad Conncil at Bomber to thoCoart,lSthMarch iCgs-gA 
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. 1696 - 97 . 


CHAP III. On comparing the domestic and foreign Annals of the last, 

1696^97 with the events in Europe, and in India, in this season, it will 

The difiicui- appear, that they were rather calculated to depress the energy 

ty of raising 

supplies for and exertions of the Company, than to invigorate, or to en- 

the war 

against ^ ^ courage them. .The Court continued to struggle against the 

tales the 'encroachments makiiia' upon them, by the influence of the 

|he Private Private Traders, who were fitting out ships and encouraging 

and interio- the Interlopers, and combining to bi*ing themselves into that 

pcrs against ^ o o 

the Coinpa- public notice, which is calculated, on every occasion, to create 
and to heighten prejudices against institutions, the merits or 
seiwiccs of which are rather generally examined than correctly 
understood : — the difficulties, also, under which the Govern- 
ment were placed, to find resources to support the war against 
France, formed a new ground, on which the pretensions of the 
Private Merchants were becoming more formidable to the East- 
India Company. 

It will be recollected, that, in the preceding season, how- 
ever promising appearances were, that an Act of Parliament 
might be obtained, upon which the Charters and grants of the 
London East-India Company might actjuire a fixed character, 
corresponding with the form, on which the constitution of the 
kingdom had been settled, the general attention to the events of 

the 
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the war, and to the preservation of the liberties of Europe 
against the aggressions of France, had prevented the Company’s 1696-97' 
interests from becoming a subject of public attention. 

In this season (1696-97), notwithstanding the applications 
of the Company to Government, to have their Charter and 
rights founded on an Act of the Legislature, that desirable 
end had not been obtained ; on the contrary, the plans for 
raising supplies for the year, which, at first sight, were uncon- 
nected with the East-India trade, were beginning to be assimi- 
lated with it, and apprehensions entertained by the Court, that, 
after all the efforts they had made, and notwithstanding the 
recent loss of their homeward fleet, that Act, which their 
services had almost given them a right to claim, would not 


pass. 

As the Court’s opinions on this subject will unfold, in the 
shortest manner, the origin of the rival East-India Company, 
which was projected (though this establishment did not take 
place during the subsequent season), the knowledge of the 
first aspects of this innovation will be of importance in checking 
similar speculations. 


The Court, in their letter to Bombay, of the 4th May TheconVi- 
1696, informed Sir John Gayer, that they “ were almost con- the S-in- 
“ fident that the Company would have been established this pended, by 


“ session, by Act of Parliament; — the Court, Lords, and 
Commons, seem to he as forward for such an establishment, 
“ as ourselves, and the more, by reason of the Scotch Act of 


iisinterfering 
with the plan 
of raising 
supplies by a 
Laud Bank. 


“ Parliament for an East-India Company ; — but towards the end 


VOL. HI. 


2 D 


“ of 





the session; "th^Part^dnieirt refeblvin^td’iidse i^ 2 ,fe 60 i 0 ()^^^ 
l896i-'9j^. ** towards'the cai*ryihg'Orf thfe jpreSeht wai*, by'k'Jj^tHi^lBani, at> 
“ it is called, amA \vas first meant by most that protnised it ; 
“ but, upon deeper and further consideration, it wds found, 
** that so much money could not he raised upon land, until it 
** was first advanced by the loans of particular men-; — and the 
** next thoughts, as we conceive, and is very natural for any 
“ man to think, that knows any thing of England and the City 
“ of London, was, that if the East-India Company were now 
f‘ settled by Act of Parliament, with addition of a great sum 
of money, from the old and new Adventurers, this must needs 
“ obstruct the raising of the Z/ond Bank at this time, to the 
disappointment of Government : — and this we take to be the 
“ single cause of deferring the settlement of the East>India 
“ trade, until next winter, when we have great reason io believe 
“ it will be done effrctually, the whole nation being, iii effect, 
« satisfied, that Interloping is un-national, and indeed shameful, 
in the judgment of all unbiassed men, of all nations, that 
know any thing of India. This being the case, you and we 
“ must suffer, one year longer, the molestation of such irre- 
“ gular, people as the Interlopers.” 

This o[nnion of the Court discov^, they were not aware, 
at the time, that this project of Government would be, in the 
sequel, laid bold of by the Private Adventurers in the Indian 
trade, who (^unfettered by losses, like those the Company had 
lately experienced, OT the excessive charges at their foreign' 
SetdemeDts} ooidd<entct; into subscriptions, which Would afibrd^ 

this 



20» 


^ C4XM 9 

t^/^,to^ov$rpiMent;??riftnd; times 

^'ou^ , mdpce.^he .public,,- to- accept iPf'.mpU • «ud» and.leav*! 

Eas^Ipdip pompany . to struggle with their former dilhqulties^ 
and mth.this new one^ of having a rival at home, established. on< 
the ground whicl^.they considered themselves to have merited, as- 
the fair rewarid of having, for nearly a century, created and 
preserved the English interests in the East-Indies. 

In this state of uncertainty, but in the hope of obtaining Equipment. 

stock, and 

the Act they had so long solicited, the Company equipped orcieniforthe 

season. 

eight ships for the seusoji, with suitable stock for carrying 
on the trade; these ships; however, were prevented from 
sailing, till the 19th May 1696, on account of the rumour of an 
invasion by France, which not only had obliged Government^to 
impress the crews, but prevented the appointment of the ne- 
cessary convoy.. . , i,. . , 

Tl^e orders of the Secret Committee to the Presidencies 
were; — that the homeward- bound ships should, hrst proceed to 
the Cape of Good Hope, and there endeavour to form at junc<» 
tion with thp Dutch fleet, and then direct their course to London, 
ropiid the NortL of Scotland: — in the eveut of nut being ahle 
to form a junction with the Dutch fleet, they were to fsrooepd 
to Cqninnu, -in. Spain, and there await orders from England. 

Wheof the Court .were informed of the difficulties and idanh;^®*’??''** 
gets to Wjbicb. their Settlements and trade had been eKp0sed,r by 
tbe depredations of the pivatds, they presenled/afpienkoiial' 
tbc Loixls , J ustices (the King being in , Flaodeils) )wbo > ofl^rod ) a 
of. i/$t5Q0g to which the <CoiBpany added; foutr-:ithonsiiicL 
2 D 2 rupees 
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CHAP. III. 


Court ap. 
prove of Sir 
John Gayer’s 
offer fo con- 
vey the pil- 
grims to 
Mocha and 
Judda ; 


rupees, : for tho Apprehension of Captain Avery, tlie pfineipAt 
pirate, and, on investigation, found, that his vessd (|the 
Fanny} which plundered the Mogufs ship, was fitted out in 
the West-Indies, and mounted forty-six guns, with a crew of 
an hundred and thirty inen, composed of fifty-two French, and 
the remainder of Danes, English, Scotch, and Irish ; — ^this pi- 
rate, after enriching himself, and his crew, in the Indian Seas, 
had gone to the Island of Providence, in the Bahamas, where 
the ship was sold, and the crew dispersed ; — two of the pirates 
had been seized in Ireland, and one at Rochester, and several 
more at the close of the season, of whom five had been executed ; 
but, notwithstanding the most diligent search. Captain Avery 
had not yet been discovered. 

The Court, on taking into consideration the situation 
of their affairs at Subat and at Bombay, approved* of the 
measures of Sir John Gayer, for the release of President An- 
nesley and his Council, and of the offer to employ two of 
their ships to act as^ convoy to the Mogul vessels going to 
Mocha and Judda, oh condition that a Fhirmaund should be 
granted by the Mogul, for freedom of trade in his dominions, and 
the exclusion of all English subjects, except those employed in 
the Company’s Service. The Court, therefore, ordered, that 
Bombay should be made the principal magazine *of their 
treasure and stores, to prevent their servants being exposed, in 
future, to the Native Governors, imputing crimes abd depreda- 
tions to the Company, which, in fact, had been committed by 
pirates ; , but regretted, that the war in Europe bad prevented 

them 



X AST.^liNOI A COMPANY. 


SOS 


them from sending the requisite supplies of recruits, for the de- chap, in . 
fence of the Island. 1696-97* 

Looking at the dopcodencies of Bombay, the Court disap- —and of for. 

ti Tying An- 

proved of that part of Captain Brabourne’s contract with the ja>>g<>* 
Queen of Attinga, which bound the Company to protect her 
boats : — at the same time, they wished Anjcngo to be fortified, 
to defend the pepper trade, on the Coast, from the encroach- 
ments or insults of the Dutch ; — but could not, for want of 
sufficient information, give positive orders for fortifying Telli- 
chcrry, although they admitted the expediency of such stations, 
as would secure a proportion of this trade. 

Whether the Court, at the time they framed instructions to Court con. 

tiiiue their 

their Agents at Gombroon and Ispahan, were informed of the confidence in 

the Arrne- 

conduct and proceedings of the Armenian Merchants, and the nian mcr. 

chants in Per- 

interest which they had, in promoting the sale of cloth from "a* 
Aleppo, or whether they did not put confidence in their servants, 
who had sent information of the proceedings of the Armenians, 
cannot, at this distant period, be discovered ; but it appears, 
that, in this season, they continued Aeir favourable opinion 
of this people, for they ordered the Agents in Persia to depend 
on them for the sales of English cloth (orders originating 
in the obligations they were under to export i.o large a 
proportion of this staple), and desired that the Agent at 
Gombroon might proceed immediately to Ispahan, and 
dispose of it, at whatever price it might bring, still cal- 
culating 

(I)— Letter* from the Court to the General and Council at Bombiiy, 4th Mny, litiaiid 
17.ih and 27th August 1696. 
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CHA P. Ill , culating on the probability of underselling the Aleppo JVfer- 
1626 > 97 . chants, and vesting the proceeds in money, and in silk: — these 
orders were repeated to Captain Brangwin, who bad been ap- 
pointed, on the death of Mr, Gladinan, to be Chief Agent in 
Persia.^') 


The Sumatra 
trade to be 
encouraged, 
Peiiipolco re- 
settled, and 
the trade be- 
tween the 
Fort and 
China pro- 
moted. 


Though the Court remained without any, but the most 
general intelligence, respecting their affairs at Madras, Ben- 
oae, and Bencoolen, they issued orders to the President of 
Fort St. George, to afford every assistance and protection to 
the Factories on the Island of Sumatra, that a full supply of 
pepper might reach the Eurojic market ; to ofler encouragement 


for the cultivation of indigo ; and, particularly, to improve that 


branch of the mint, employed in coining rupees, to be circulated 


in Bengal, and to re-scttlc the Factory at Pettipolee, but to limit 
the charges to j£5i)0 per annum ; and to extend the fortiiicatioiis 
at Vi/agapatam. 

In this brunch of the instructions, it still appears, that 


measures were recommended for improving the trade between 
Fort St. George and China, for an order was given to make 
purchases at Limpo and Hockshew, in China, where goods could 
be obtained <iC30 per cent, cheaper than at Amoy. 

Tlie forming The orders to Bengal are still more limited, directing only, 

a Court of Ju- 
dicature in that the revenues at Chutanuttee should be improved by de- 

Bengil to be 

postponed, grees, but the establishment of a Court of Judicature, at this 


Settlement, was postponed, till the Company should obtain a Phir' 


maund 


(1)— Tetters from the Court to their Agents at Gombroon and Ispahan^ 4ih May and 
6th August 169O'. 
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maund from the Mogul, for trade in Bengal, and an Act of 

the Legislature, enabling them to adopt this plan with more 1696-97. 

effect. 

The orders to Bencoolen are confined to two points : — mstruction* 

. for the Agents 

always to have two hundred tons of pepper ready in the godowns, at Bencoolen. 
for the first of the Company’s ships that might touch at York 
Fort ; and to encourage the Chinese, by every possible means, 
to trade at this Settlement, their industry promising to promote 
the cultivation of pepper .<h 


The events which occurred in the different Settlements of political 

wt'flknc.ss of 

the Company, during this season (1696-97), would afford the Mogul 

Empiie, at 

an imperfect knowledge of the actual state of their foreign this period, 

^ , and piobabi- 

affairs, unless the sources of these events were laid open. luy of a civil 

The Presidencies and Factories of the Company appear to 
have suffered from the existing circumstances, in the Mogul go- 
vernment, in consequence of the great age of the Emperor ; from the 
difficulties under which his officers could discharge their duties; 
from the shifting aspects of the factions, both at Court and in the 
remote provinces, in which the Company traded ; and from the 

interloping 


(1)— Letters froro the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 20th Ma)r, 
IstJuly, and 8th December 1696.— Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council 
at Bengal, 14th May and 1st July 1696.— Letter from the Court to the Agent and 
Council at York Fort, 8tb December 1690’. 
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c hap. Ill , interloping system having, in many instances, terminated in 
1696-97. positive piracy. 

The relaxed character of the Government, from the great 
age of Aurungzebe, was one of those periodical evils, inherent 
in the constitution of the Mogul empire; and reference to 
it is only necessary, to illustrate the sketches of its history, 
with which it was found necessary to introduce the succes- 
sive periods of the Annals of the East-lndia Company ; — for it 
was found, that, towards the close of Akbar’s reign, from there 
not being, in the constitution, any fixed principle of succession 
to the throne, his sons, by intrigues and by force, each formed 
plans for seizing on the diadem ; in the same manner, Aurung- 
zebe, himself, had to oppose his brothers, that he might secure 
the sovereignty ; but, at the, period we are reviewing, he was 
about to experience those evils from his sons, which he had 
inflicted on his brothers, and on the empire. 

8ir John Gayer and President Annesley, at this juncture, 
were apprehensive that civil wars were approaching : — they de- 
scrd>ed the Emperor to be jealous of each of his sons, and the 
sons to be forming parties against their father’s government ; and 
each engaging forces to support his pretensions to the succession; 
while the Mogul armies were in a state of indiscipline, of which 
the llam-Rajah, or head of the Hindoos, had profited, by 
engaging many deserters from the Mogul’s, into his own army : 

this chiet was, therefore, becoming formidable, by the 
services ot those troops, which, during the long reign of Au- 
rungzebe, had borne down the Hindoo Power, and subverted 

the 
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the kingdoms of Visiapore and Golcondah. In Bengal, the nt - 
Rajah, Subah Sing, was iu open rebellion, and had plundered 1 0*96 • 97- 
Ghutanuttee, and the Dutch Factory at Hughly, and made him- 
self master of Muxadavad, though, hitherto, he had not molested 
the English : — Sultan Akbar, who had retired to Persia, had 
levied an army of twelve thousand men, and being joined by 
the Governor of Candahar, had taken Ghazni, and, with these 
auxiliaries, was approaching the Peninsula : — theMahrattas, also, 
who had retained Gingee, had brought a large army into the 
field, and had plundered Golcondah: — events which discover 
the relaxed state of the Mogul power, though, at this time not 
anticipated as symptoms of the decline, or fall of that Empire. 

If these greater events in the Mogul history, evince the The English 

° Surat re- 

actual state of the Empire, in which the Company had the leased, and 

ihe Compi- 

principal seats of their trade, the transactions of their Agents ny*8 properly 

* * . , , restored, but 

with the Native Governors discover the difficulty with which ite embargo 
they could discharge their duty to their Sovereign, or up- 
hold his authority at their respective stations. At the close 
of the preceding season, though an order had conic from 
Court to release the English, and to open the port for trade, 
and though Ettimand Khan, the Governor of Surat, had, on 
so many occasions, proved his friendly dispositions to the Eng- 
lish, still he was afraid to act, knowing the prevalence of fac- 
tions at Court, and had returned the order, with a request for 
fresh instructions, lest his indulgence to the English might be 
interpreted, through the intrigues of the French and Dutch, 
into a crime. At the commencement of this season, the final 
VOL. III. 2 E orders 
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cmp. III. onloni for opening- the jiort had not arrived; and, in the opinion 
iGyti-I)/. of Sir .I<»hn Gayer, tliis order could not he expected, or the 
einhaigo taken off, unless the three European nations would 
join, and make a large present to the Duan; which proves 
the shackled situation in which this Governor was placed, and 
that he had not influence with the Duan to obtain fresh instruc- 
tions to open the port. Sir John Gayer, however, thought, 
that it would he imprudent in the English to make this present 
to the Duan, as the French and Dutch would immediately in- 
sinuate at Court, that the bribe had been given, from a con- 
sciousness they were guilty of the piracies alledged against 
thorn ; — hence President Annesley, and the Council, remained 
under confinement, till the 27th June 1696, when an order 
arrived to release the English, and to restore the Company's pro- 
perty, both at Surat, and at the subordinate English Factories ; 

, but still the trade remained under restraint. 

'I’ho inUrlo- 'Phe chief source of this oppression on the Company will be 

‘iyslom, 

tel iiiinating found in the interloping system terminating, in many instances, 

lit piracy, 

ticpi esses in ])o.sitivc piracy ; — and the conduct of the pirates, in this 

ny's iiaiitj. ^ca.son, fiimivslics only a contimuition of the depredations which 
had occasioned the imprisonment of the Company’s servants, 
nnd the seizure of their property ; and satisfied the Presidencies 
ami Factories, that till the intcrlo])ing system could be completely 
done away, neither the English trade, nor that of their Eu- 
ropean friends or enemies, could proceed ; though, from the 
Interlopers, or pirates, sailing under English colours, and their 
commanders and crews being composed of cither English sub- 
jects. 
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jects, or Englisli colonists from the West-Indies or America, ^ hap, h i. 
the whole odium must rest on tfie £:ist-India Company, 1696-97 

In this state of aifuirs. Sir John Gayer, without any other 
support than the insular situation of Bombay, and with a garri- 
son so reduced, that, out of the three companies, he could not 
muster four fde of men, as a guard of honour to the Dutch 
Commissary proceeding to Surat, refused to grant passes to 
the Mogul ships, unless matters should be accommodated at 
Surat, and the Company’s servants released. This expedient 
failed ; for the pirates paid no regard to the Company’s passes, 
two country ships, with these passes, having been plundered in 
the Red Sea. 

The situation of the Company’s trade and Factories may The Gorer- 

nor of Surat 

be discovered, from the conduct of the Governor of Surat, not resimins the 

traile of the 

only to them, but to the other European nations, to whom he FkirIi, 

Dntrh, and 

was not equally partial. In the month of June 1696, an inde- i';nsii!.h. 
cisive engagement took place, between seven Dutch, and five 
French ships, off Vingorla Rocks ; — ^thc Dutch retired to Goa, 
the French to Surat, at which they pressed the Governor to 
allow them to load goods for Europe, which he positively re- 
fused; nor was he more favorable to the Dutch, as he would 
not allow their Commissary to enter Surat with the usual ho- 
nors, and obliged their ships to leave the port without cargoes : 

— hence they estimated their loss, this season, in consequence 
of this stop of trade, at one million of rupees. The like 
restraint was imposed on the English, for though they had 
disposed of six hundred and eighty-three bales of broad-cloth 

2 E 2 


to 
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CHAP.iir. to Auga-Pere, a Surat merchant, for 258,000 rupees, they 
1096-97. were not permitted to apply this money to the purchase of an 
investment, and, from their imprisonment, were unable to 
procure indigo, as recommended by the Court, their stores of this 
arliclc at Broach, Brodera, and Cambaya, having been seized. 
An embargo Such was the situation of the Company’s affairs in the 
li’i' p, "of 'in month of September, when intelligence arrived of the appear- 
tionsIa'tSnrM, ancc of five pirates in the Red Sea, under English colours : — 
once of seve* the President, naturally alarmed, concluded that the Company’s. 

ral pjrates in • i i i 

tbe Gulf of servants would be imprisoned ; the Governor, however, only. 

Arabia, and , « i , • i i i 

on iiio Mala- nUiced ffuards on them, but would not permit them to leave the 

barCoaa. ^ 

town, and ordered a general embargo on the ships of all the 
European Nations. 

The President, on this event, again had recourse to the 
expedient, in connexion with the Dutch, of offering, each, to 
send two ships, to convoy the Mocha fleet, at half freight ; but 
the King would only allow fifteen thousand rupees for convoying 
a large ship, and ten thousand for a small one; and the Gover- 
nor was unwilling to write to Court, recommending an ex- 
clusive Phirmaund for the Company, till the Mocha ships 
should return in safety to Surat ; — and, with these terms, the 
President was obliged to comply, at a time when he had goods, 
to the amount of five lacks of rupees, which could not be 
shipped, and when^ by the aspersions of the Interlopers, (who 
represented the Company as not protected at home, and con- 
nected with the pirates,) their creditors became pressing for the 
discharge of those very sums, which had been employed in 

purchasing 
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jmrchasiag the goods every day was, thus, adding to the c hap. ii| . 
Company’s distresses; for intelligence arrived, that two more 1696-97. 
pirates, each mounting fourteen guns, and with crews of one 
hundred and fifty Englishmen, were plundering the country 
ships, both in the Persian and Arabian Gulfs, and that a third 
was cruizing off Tellicheiry : circumstances which exposed to 
danger, not only the Company’s Factory at Surat, but their 
Out-factories and servants on the Malabar Coast. 

As if the obstructions from the Interlopers, and the losses Thecrewiof 

* two of the 

of the trade, with the imprisonment of their servants at Surat, Company's 

* ships mutiny, 

had not been sufficient, a new evil occurred, naturally arising 
out of the preceding calamities, or the disaffection of the crews pirates 
of their ships, and the soldiery composing their small gar- 
risons. These misfortunes originated in the limited powers 
which the Company possessed, by their Charter, to enforce the 
observance of their exclusive privileges : — this the seamen 
and soldiers could not but observe, in the hesitation of their 
immediate superiors to punish offences, and could not be igno- 
^nt of the large divisions of plunder which the pirates were 
I'cceiving; insubordination, therefore, prevailed, both in the 
crews of the ships, and a disposition among the soldiers to 
desert, and get on board the pirates, where they expected not 
only immediate gains, but the probability of escaping from the 
service. It was at this crisis, that the Mocha Frigate, one of 
the Company’s regular ships, consigned, in the preceding year, to 
China, and the Josiuh Ketch, were seized on, near Acheen, by 
their crews, the officers murdered, and the ships turned into 

pirates. 
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c^pjiu. pirates. Sir John Gayer attributed this mutiny, and the 

1696-97. crime vvliich followed it, to the insidious practices of the In- 
terlopers, who had corrujjted the Company’s servants, and, 
therefore, was afraid to trust tlic crews of the two Company’s 
ships, intended as convoys for Mocha, as they already appealed 
to be disorderly, and might follow the example of the pirates. 
Such was the extent of this contagion, and so low was the 
state of the garrison, that even a boat could not be manned at 
Bombay, for fear tbe crew might desert ; and the Governor had 
not a soldier, whom he could promote to such subordinate ranks 
as those of a scijeant or corporal. 

Thcrouniiy As the scasoii advanced, the pirates increased in number 

ships tnken . , . . * ^ 

bythepirates. informal lou having been received, that three ships of this de- 
scription, fittc<l out at New \ork, had made their appearance on 
the Coast of JScindy, and made captures, estimated at four lacks 
of rupees ; —and this was only part of the damage done to the 
country trade, dining this season, which was estimated at fifty 
lacks of rupees. 

Sir J.iin The General at Bombay, and the President at Surat, under 

(;a)er i ,. . 

oiler? K. these ilistressing cvt'uts, again oflered two shiiis, to be lunmullv 

convoy IU« ^ J 

pilgniiH lo employed in tlic service of couvoyin«* the |)il<»rinis to Mocha 

Aiocha. ^ ^ o 1 o y 

on condition that the King would defray the charges, and 
give a Phirmaund lor exclusive trade to the Company this 
oifei had the efiect of exculpating the Company from the 
charge of being parties in the piracies, and conciliated 
Ettimand Khan, the Governor, without obliging the President 
to make the proposed presents at Court. These good offices, how- 


ever. 
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ever, were of short duration, for accounts reached Bombay, in 
March 1696-975 of death of Ettiniand Khan, an event which 1696 - 97 . 
again threw the Company’s property into hazard, from the uncer- 
tainty respecting the character or disposition of his successor. 

If such was the situation of the Company’s trade at Surat, Reduced si- 

tnalion^atthis 

affairs at Bombay was little calculated to restore subordination, ci'i*. of iiie 

garrison at 

or to enable the Governor to act uith vigour; for a doubt Bombay, 
had arisen, whether, under their Charter, the Company 
could exercise martial law, except during actual hostilities; 
and, on the presumption that they coidd, there was not, among 
their servants, a person properly tpialified to act as judge: — ^the 
garrison of Bombay, besides, was reduced very low, as there 
were not more than twenty-seven European soldiers on the island, 
and no military stores had arrived this season. These difficulties, 
however, did not prevent Sir John Gayer from making every 
exertion to insure a pepper investment : — having obtained ma- 
terials for fortifying Anjengo, he expressed a hoj)e, that live 
hundred tons of pepper would be ready for the ships of the 
following season, at this place, Tellicherry, and Carwai .*'^ 

The transactions between the Persian Court, and the Com- Kin^ of p. r- 

sia asks the 

puny’s Agents at Gombuoon and Ispahan, w ho were coni inning assMance of 

^ J ^ ' tlic Kni’Iish 

thdr applications to obtain a Phiimuund from the new King, againu tijc 

were 


(l)— Letters from the General and Council at IJombny to the Court, 1 st and 10 June, 
22 d July, and J5th October l(Jy(5, 15th January, 19 th Fcl>ruaiy, and 4ih March ()/. 

Letters from the President and Council at Surat to the Couit, lyih June, 4tb Augusl, 

3d September, 20 th November, 5lh and 15th December IbyCi, 15lb January, O'lh l e 
bruary, and 19 th March 109 ( 1 - 97 . 
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CHAP. III. were aftected by the continuance of the war between the Muscat 
1696 ^. Arabs, and the Persians. The Arab fleets had not oflered any 
interruption to the English trade, because no positive assistance 
maun-Js***fOT had been afforded, by the Company's servants, to the Persians, 
* but discovered, by their conduct towards the Portuguese, that 

they would hold any aid given by Europeans, to the Persians, 
as an act of hostility against themselves: — as soon as they 
found that the Portuguese had offered assistance to the Per- 
sians, they divided the Muscat fleet into two squadrons; one 
run along the Coast of Africa, and burned the Portuguese 
Settlement at Mombiiza, opposite the Madagascar Coast ; and 
the other, stretching across the Indian Seas, burned the Portu- 
guese Factory at Mangalore. 

It was under such circumstances, that the Agent at 
Ispahan received an offer from the King of Persia, that if the 
Company would send a fleet and men against Muscat, to assist 
him in subduing it, he would grant them the same privileges, 
at that port, which they enjoyed at Gombroon. An evasive 
answer, only, could be given, from the Company’s shipping and 
troops not being in a situation to afford the assistance required : 
— the probability, however, that it might be given, accounts 
equally for the slow payments of the customs which were 
due, and for the facilities experienced in the application for 
Phinnaunds ; because the King of Persia, balancing the pro- 
bable advantages and disadvantages, hoped he might induce the 
Company to become a party in his projected war against the 
Arabs : — hence, at the opening of the season, the Persian 

market 
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market was more practieal)lc, Ilian at the close of the preceding m. 

year, and Mr. Brangwin expected to remit the value of ten IGDfcl- 97. 
thousand tomands, in sccjuins, to Bombay. 

The death of Agent Brangwin, in September (who was Aij.'nt Owen 

, ^ obt iins a 

the exertions of the riiirmaund 

ibr arrears of 

Agency, to promote the sale of the Company’s cloth, as two customs, 
additional Factors were sent to Mu.shat and Tauris, with a 
considerable quantity, to be sold at prices, lower than those 
which the Armenians charged for the cloths from Aleppo. In 
this situation of trade, the Agent and Council made a proposal to 
the Ettimau-Doulut, accompanied with a present of a large sum 
of money, to employ his influence with the new King, to obtain 
an exemption form the payment of the duty called “ Sutleak," 
and to have the thousand tomands of customs at Gombroon 
jiaid annually : — this application was received in so favorable 
a manner, that the minister had ordered the Phirmaunds to be 
laid before him, for his examination: — the necessity of obtaining 
them was the greater, as without this authority, the Company 
were in danger of losing their right to the customs at Gom- 
broon, the Agent, therefore, eontiuued his solicitations, and 
presented a petition to the King, to this efiect, on the 3d 
February 1696-97. Though the Phirmaund was drawn up, and 
ready for signature, delays took place, and a second {letition, 
recommended by the Ettiman-Doulut, was presented, on 
the 2d March, which brought a promise from the King, that 
it would be granted ; and, in the mean time, an agreement was 
signed to pay the four years’ customs due to the Company at 
V01-. lu. 2 F Gombroon, 


succeeded by Mr. Owen,) did not suspend 
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CHAP. 11 1. Gombroon, if the Agent would renounce the claim to a fifth 
l(>y6‘-97' ycai’, Avliich had been a subject of dispute. The occurrence of 
a religious festival in Persia, at this period of the year (or 
March), prevented the Phinnauiid from being finally settled at 
the dost; of this season. 

Though the Agent described the sales of cloth to proceed 
slowly, from the market being glutted by the large quantities, 
inirofliiced by Aleppo, meeting the Company’s imports, the sales 
at Ispahan and Gombroon produced thirty thousand sequins, 
and it was expected that forty thousand more would be sent to 
Bombay, in the course of the year. 

Truie.nl Fort the preceding season, the Court did not receive any 

a*st.im!,'from information respecting the state of their affairs at Fort St. 
piraks^iin'r Oeorof., Bengal, and Bencoolen, the information from 
ill "he Car-* first, this scason, is limited, and from the two last, indirect, 
no reports appearing, from either of those stations, in the corres- 
pondence of this year. 

The same uncertainty prevailed on the Midabar Coast ; 
and the continuance of the war between the Mogul and the 
Hindoos, on the Coromandel Coast, accounts for irregularity 
in the correspondence; for events were so shifting, that the 
effects of them on the Settlements, or on the trade, scarcely 
left it in the power of the Company’s servants to give an 
opinion on the actual state of their afiairs, and this, too, 

when 


(]) — Letteis from the Agents and Councils at Gombroon and Ispahan to the Court, 
j 71 hJune, lOth July, 1st and lUh October, 15th November, Dcceniber 15th 

and l6th January, 15lb and 20tb February, and 20th March 1696 - 97 . 
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when commerce was embarrassed, in the highest degree, by fre- c hap, in . 
quent piracies. 1696 -97^ 

The event (to which reference has been made) of Sultan 
Akbar having invaded India, supported by Persian auxiliaries, 
had occasioned a division of the Mogul forces: — ^the Nabob, 

Zulfaker Khan, led one army, into the Mysore country, 
to repel the incursions of the Mahrattas, while the King’s 
Duan and Buxshi were overawing the Carnatic, with another 
detachment, and had advanced to St. Thom6, the fortifications of 
which they had demolished : — in this situation, neither the Arme- 
nians, nor the country merchants, could be prevailed on to pur- 
chase fine goods for the investment, even at an advance of fifteen 
or twenty per cent. ; the Presidency, therefore, were of opinion, 
that, from every appearance, a general commotion, throughout 
the whole Mogul Empire, was approaching, and that till peace 
should take place between the Native Powers, the sale of Europe 
goods could bear no proportion to the quantity imported. The 
Factories at Vizagapatam and Fort St. David had, however, con- 
tinued safe ; but cottons, the principal part of the investment, 
had become dear and scarce. The revenues at Madras had been 
affected by the loss of several ships by storms, and by the 
still greater losses by the pirates, while the security of all the 
•stations was weakened, by the temptations held out to the sea- 
men and soldiers to desert to those robbers, who either must be 
crushed, or the Company’s trade ruined. A stock of provisions 
had been laid in, for the garrison of Fort St. George, and the 
pay of the Topasses advajuced to three dollars, eacli man, per 

2 F 2 month. 
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CHAP. HI. month, to encourage them to defend the place, against any attack 
1696-9/'. from the French or Moors. 

’Tncic in III Bengal, the appearances of civil wars for the succession 

prckli, by”he had disturbed the provinces on the Ganges, and the relaxed 

evolt of the 

Sii- state of the Mogul Government was daily becoming gi’eater. 

ball Sing. 

A Rajah, Subah Sing, had made himself master of Rajahmahl, 
and although the Mogul Governor had not been able to crush this 
rebellion, the trade of the English was permitted to proceed ; — 
the Factories of the European Nations were divided, as to the 
part they ought to act : — the French and Dutch declared against 
the Rajali, but the English did not intermeddle with either 
party : — the control which the President at Fort St. George had 
over the Agency in Bengal, induced him to report, that it would 
be for the C’ompany’s interest, if they, also, declared in favor of 
the M{»gul, the probability being, that when the I'ebellion should 
be suppressed, the works which the English Agents at Chuta- 
nuttee had erected, for their own defence, might be permitted 
to remain, and would form a temporary security ; — that, how- 
ever, it would be rash to attempt fortifications on a large scale, 
lest their appearance might excite jealousy in the Government. 
This convvdsed state of the country accounts for the imprac- 
ticability of finding a market for the large imports of English 
cloth, even if sold under prime cost. 


rmpiovini; reports, in this season, from Bencooeen, were fa- 

s^'iiirmont at 5 l^r tlic Madras Government stated, that since the 

Btiifoolen. g|-ouii(| been cleared round York Fort, the place had become 
more healthy, the pepper plantations had encreased, the Native 


Chiefs 
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Chiefs had become more reconciled to the English establishment, chap. iii. 
and the Topass soldiers preferred remaining in Sumatra, to 1696-9/ . 
returning to Madras ; which preference induced the President 
of Fort St. George to send thirty additional soldiers, of this 
description, to strengthen the garrison. 

(1)— Letters from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 30 tU 
September 3696, and 9th January 1696*97. 
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1697 - 98 . 


CHAP. HI. At the commencement of the season 1697-98, the war in 

1697-98. Europe occupied the whole attention of Government, and 

^'llle King, towards the close of it, the prospects of a treaty of peace with 

Tor iiullioiily i /» • • » • i 

in cxiirp;ite li’ance, by nxing attention on greater objects, prevented rar- 

the pirates, - . . . , . 

and to bring liumcut froin taking into consideration, either the applications 

them to iruil ^ 

in India. of the Londoii East-India Company, or of their opponents ; the 
measures of the Court, therefore, for obtaining a confirmation of 
their rights, and their instructions to Sir John Gayer at Bombay, 
were accommodated to tlie shifting appearances of public affairs, 
and consisted more of expedients, than of decisive orders. 

The Court recommended, in general terms, to Sir John 
Gayer and his Council, to conduct the Company’s interests, and 
apply the stock in such a manner, as to counteract the Interlo- 
pers, whose ships it was pretended had proceeded to the East- 
Indies, for the purpose of trade, only. To enable the President 
to act, they informed him of their applications to the King, 
(particularly after the conclusion of the Treaty of Ryswick), to 
use his authority, and to send a force to the East-Indies, suffi- 
cient to destroy the pirates, whose depredations and crimes had 
brought disgrace on the kingdom, and positive sufferings on 
the servants of the Company, abroad, and, in fact, were 
endangering the continuance of the East-India trade. 


When 
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Whet) intelligence reached England, that the pirates had c hap, hi . 
established a fortified Settlement at St. Mary’s, on the Island of 1697-98. 
Madagascar, the Court again resolved to solicit a force to dis- 
lodge them, and orders were given, by the King, to the Governor 
of New York (from which port their cejuipments were said to 
have proceeded), not only to prevent the like irregularities, but 
to seize on their persons, and bring them to punishment : — 
measures, also, were taken, to seize such of them as might, 
return to England, a reward of being ottered for the 

apprehension of each pirate, and ^£100 for Captain Avery ; tind 
an address was presented to the King, to grant a new coininissiou 
to the Company’s Governments abroad, to try, and bring to 
punishment, the pirates who might be seized, or found in Indian 

At the beginning of the season, two ships, only, were taken Kqnipmcnn 

® ° ^ _ and slock for 

up for Bombay, one of which was to proceed to Mocha for the season, 

^ and in.stnic- 

coffee, olibanuni, and myrrh ; but, after the conclusion of the 'o Sir 
Treaty of Ryswick (20th September 1697)) the Court resolved 
to increase their equipments to ten ships, with a stock esti sn'ii'dron. to 

* * * convoy I he 

mated at 00,000 in bullion,, and . 3 ^.'> 0,000 in goods. piignms, and 

The instructions for the separate administration of Bom- 
bay and SuiiAT, open with the Court’s approbation of the plan 
of sending two ships yearly, as convoy to the Mocha and Judda 
fleets, and, on receiving intelligence of the number of pirates, 
which infested those seas, directed that a third ship should be 
employed on this service, provided the Dutch would furnish an 
equal number. While the war continued, the Court were appre- 
hensive that, besides the pirates, their trade and Settlements 

would 
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CHAIMIF. would be disircssed by the Frcach, information having boon ' 
l(>97'-98. received, that the Defence, llesoliition, and Success, (late ,G«n- 
pany’s sbijis, vvliicU had been captured in the preceding seasoii,) 
ivcrc littiug out at L’Orient, as men of war, intended for 
<be Indian Seas : — nor was the Company’s misfortune, at this 
finic, cun/ined (o losses abroad j for the Dorothy and Bedford, 
ontu’ard-boiind Jndianien, Iiad fallen into the hands of the 
enemy, nidi a stock of ^f^58,400, and Jniving on board a cap- 
fain and eighty soldiers for Bombay : — to supply this loss, 
however, a company of infantry, under the command of a 
lieutenant, was embarked at the close of this season. 

Mr. 7 IU)11,1S Sir John Gayer ’s powers, as General, hiul, hitherto, extended 
or ‘,s7 whole of the Company’s Settlements, but, after the 

Treaty of llyswick, the Court, impressed with the necessity of a 
more immediate control over their servants at Fort St. George 
dependencies, appointed Mr. Thomas Pitt to be Governor 
ot Fort St. George, with powers to suspend any of the Council 
there, whom he might iiud irregular in the discharge of their 
duty : — the authority to Mr Pitt was to continue for twelve 
months, and he was to act independently of the orders of Sir 
John Gayer : — this measure w'as evidently intended to put an 
end to the dissentions among the serviutts at that Presidency, 
which had, for a considerable time, embarrassed the Company’s 
afl'airs. 


nnd 

Id rtt't lor 
I W'lvD 

ji*oiu|is imlo- 




Instructions 
lor soliciting 
IM»innciund.s, 
in the event 


It the Company were uncertain, respecting their rights at 
home, they tverc ctpially so, at their diilerent Settlements in 

India, 
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India, from the great age of Aurungzebe rendering a civil war c hap, hi . 
for the snccession almost certain. 1697 ' 

President Higgtnson and his Council had taken a general zebe’s death 
view of " the interest and behaviour of the Mogul’s children 
“ and chief officers, and the great appearances of an intestine 
“ war breaking out in tlic Mogul Empire,” and desired to have 
the opinion of the Court, on the following subjects : — whether 
the trade in the Mogul's country would be best carried on under 
one great Phirmaund, which would comprehend all their Settle- 
ments, or under three separate Phinnaunds? — the Court answered, 
that the Company would be contented with the present Phir- 
maunds, with such additional privileges as could be procured, 

' and that it would be better to have their three principal 
Residencies, Surat, Madras, and Chutanuttec, continue each 
under a distinct grant, (as the piracies, in the East-Jndies, 
chiefly operated against their affiurs at Surat,) and more 
wise to await the event of Aurungzebe’s death, till it should 
appear, which of the pretenders to the throne would succeed. 

The President next desired the Court’s opinion, whether 
the Chiefs of their Settlements should act singly, on any 
emergency, or whether all three should receive directions from 
one head ? — ^the Court answered, that each Settlement should 
communicate its designs to the others, but go on with their own 
particular solicrtations for grants ; because, if the Mogul Em- 
pire should be divided into several Sovereignties, the applications 
of each Settlement might have effect ; but if the Empire should 
VOL. III. 2 G be 
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CHAP. Ilf. be acquired by one, the Company’s Vakeels must consult 
together, and act in concert, and in any PhirmaUnds they might 
oiitain, it would be more advantageous to have the rights to the 
several stations expressly mentioned, or described in general 
words, than to specify a right to have fortifications at any of 
them. The President concluded with asking, whether neutrality 
should be maintained till the scale turned, and apparently not to 
assist any party ? — the answer of the Court was, to keep fair with 
all parties, and not to assist any, without absolute necessity; 
and, at all events, not to engage further than they could 
retreat, if questioned for it. 

Court fix iho Under this general system, as the Mogul had been ofiended 
ncy coinedrt nt the Oulipany’s coins having Persian characters on them, 
menu. the Court desired that, for a time, this might be disconti- 
nued ; hut settled the value of money coined at Surat and 
Bombay, as follows : — the rupee, at two shillings and six- 
pence at Bombay and Surat ; the xeraphin, at twenty-pence at 
Bombay ; the Persian shahee, at four shillings at Carwar ; and 
the pagoda, at nine shillings at Calicut. 

The Court had sent out a large supply of garrison stores 
for Bombay, which would prevent expenditure on that head, 
but they recommended that the fortifications at Anjengo 
should be narrowed, and the same number of men, only, kept 
at this station as at Carwar, because the Queen of Attinga, 
notwithstanding her contract with the English, had agreed 
to furnish the Danes with pepper, and because the Company 

had 



had received only a small proportion of pepper in return for their chap. hi. 
great dead stock at that station. 1697 

Though the applications for a Phirmaund in Persia, in New piiir- 

maunds to be 

the preceding year, had encouraged the Court to expect that it .<iol idled in 

* Persia, anti 

might be obtained, it does not appear, from their instructions Ispahan 

made the 

to their servants in that kingdom, during this season, that of 

^ ' oi the Agent, 

they had been ultimately successful, for they desired that 
translations of all Phirmaunds granted by the Kings of Per- 
sia to the Company, might be made, and transmitted home; 
but if a Phirmaund could be procured, they recommended 
that an article should be inserted, permitting the English to 
barter cloth for silk ; but this point was not to be strongly in- 
sisted on, as silk could be purcluiscd in Bengal, at half the 
price of Persian silk. 

The Court, being under an obligation to export a large 
quantity of cloth, approved of the endeavours to dispose of it 
at Tauris, Mushat, and other inland towns, and resolved to 
make Ispahan their chief Settlement in Persia, and that Gom- 
broon should be subordinate to it : — but, at the same time, to 
avoid risks in the transit of goods, as large a proportion as 
could be disposed of, was to be sent to Ispahan, to Gom- 
broon, and to Shiras, the great object being to undersell the 
cloth brought from Aleppo ; — the prices, therefore, were to 

2 G 2 be 

(1)— Letters from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, l6th April, ut 

September, and Ist October l6g^, 5th February and 10 th March 1(597-98, Letters 

from the Court to the President and Council of Surat, 23d April 1697 , and lOth March 
1 ^ 7 - 98 ‘ 
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CHAP. III. be lower tli.in those taken by the Turkey Company, and the 
proceeds vested in silk hairs (specimens of which, as imported 
by the Turkey Company, were sent), and Caramania wool and 
money was to be remitted to Bombay, for the investment at that 
station.^') 


Parlicular in- 
gfriicfions to 
Governor 
Pitt, on the 
revenues of 
Madras, on 
tlie Courts of 
Judicature, 
and /or sup- 
piossing the 
Jnlerlopcis, 


The state of affairs at Fokt St. George, and at its depen- 
dencies, during the preceding seasons, and the dissentions be- 
tween the President and Council, having rendered the corres- 
pondence irregular and imperfect, the Court suspended, (in so 
far as regarded this Settlement) the general control of Sir John 
Gayer, and appointed Mr. Thomas Pitt to be “ President of the 
“ Company’s Settlements on the Coast of Coromandel, Orixa, in 
“ the Gingee and Mahratta countries, and on the Coast of Su- 
matra, and also to be Commander in Chief at Fort St. George 
“ and at Fort St. David.” In discharging this duty, Mr. Pitt 
was to be assisted with a Council, to consist of nine raembens, 
and was vested with powers, similar to those given on former 
occasions, when the dissentions of the Company’s servants on 
the Coast had obstructed the trade, and endangered the set- 
tlements : — the frequent disappointments, however, which had 
been experienced in granting similar powers, induced the Court 
to limit the duration of this authority, to twelve months. Mr. 
Pitt, during this period, was empowered tf) .suspend from their 
office, such of the Members of Council as he should find to have 
promoted dissention.s, always having a Council consisting of 


five 


(•) Letters from the Court lo the Agents and Council at Gombroon and Ispahan, 
23d April, 1st September, and 1st October 1697, and lOih March, l0y7-98. 
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five efiicieut members j but the regular Council, at the Fort, chap, hi . 
in future, vras to consist of the President and six Members, and 1697 -98. 
vacancies to be supplied from their subordinate servants, who 
were to rise to a seat in Council by seniority: — ^should super- 
numeraries remain, they were to be sent to suppJy such vacancies 
as might occur in the Agency at Bengal. 

The instructions to President Pitt were, to establish 
and confirm three Settlements, only, on the Coromandel 
Coast, or Madras, Fort St. David, and Vizagapataiu ; to 
continue, according to his discretion, or to withdraw, the 
Factory of Pettipolce ; and to employ Natives in purchasing 
cloths, rather than have recourse to subordinate Factories : 

— no Factory was to be established at Ganjain, and the 
Factory at Tonquin positively withdrawn; and an estimate 
formed of the expcnces of all the stations under his adminis- 
tration, and a similar estimate to be annually transmitted to 
England. 

By a separate instruction. President Pitt was to devise a 

plan for increasing the revenue of Fort St. George, by equal- 
* 

izing the taxes, which it was expected might yield more than 
the present amount, of forty thousand pagodas per annum, 
and to form a similar plan for Fort St. David, that the re- 
venues might balance the charges ; — in both cases, he was 
carefully to conceal the amount of the revenues from the 
Natives, to prevent the Princes, of whom the settlements were 
held, from making exactions ; — As one source of corruption had 
been traced to the Members of Council having been farmers 

of 
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CHA r. Il l, of the revenue, their holding such farm, or dealing in rice or 
1()97- 98. provisions, wjis positively prohibited. The licences to the Com- 
pany’s Servants to trade in any of the goods which formed a 
part of the investment, was to be restrained, because they se- 
lected the best articles for their private trade, and sent the 
worst to the Company ; and, to take away every apology for this 
infidelity, the salaries of their servants were, in future, to be 
paid at the rate, of nine shillings per pagoda. 

President Pitt’s attention was farther to lie directed to 
the administration of justice, by re-hearing the cases on which 
complaints had been made, and to frame a table of fees, to 
prevent extortions from the inhabitants appealing to the law 
courts : — He also was to grant encouragement to workmen 
in the finer articles, to settle at the Fort, and at Fort St. 
David, as the Armenians had refused to collect fine goods, even 
at fifteen per cent, profit : — English cloths, in future, were not 
to he disposed of by private bargain, but by public sale ; and, 
the better to establish credit, great care was to be taken to keep 
up the coins to their full weight and fineness. With these expe- 
dients, it was hoped the safety and prosperity of the stations 
might be advanced, by idways having a quantity of paddy and 
rice in store, to supply both the city and the garrison, in the 
event ol’ scarcity, or a siege. 

President Pitt was, in a particular manner, to use every means 
to depress tlie Interlopers, and to discover whether they were con- 
nected with the pirates : — if any of the Company’s servants should 
encourage or assist them, they were to be dismissed the service ; 

or 
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or if any of the free merchants should be guilty of this crime, they 
were to be expelled from the Company’s Settlements. As all the 1697 * 98, 
expedients hitherto devised for suppre!>sing the pirates had proved 
insufficient, the most strict discipline was ordered to be ob> 
served in the Company’s ships, to prevent the crews rising on 
the officers ; a measure the more urgent, as intelligence had 
been received, that the officers of the Hannibal, of thirty guns, 
belonging to the African Company, had been murdered by the 
crew on the Coast of Africa, and that this ship had pro- 
ceeded, as a pirate, to the Indian Seas ; notice was, therefore, 
to be published, that a fleet of men of war was to be sent to 
the £ast-Indies, for the express purpose of acting against them. 

Such were the instructions under which President Pitt f-ampment 

ami stock to 

was to enter on his government ; — two ships, with eighty '''® *«»*“*'• 
chests of treasui’e, were consigned to Fort St. George and its 
dependencies, and two, with a hundred and ten chests, for the 
Bengal trade. 

Fort St. David was to be strengthened by a redoubt to com- 
mand the bar to Cuddalore, and a distinct mark was to be made 
on the pagodas coined at this station, to distinguish them from 
those coined at the Fort. 

The Agents at Bengal, were only to observe a tcmi)o- i‘.»'ioiy m 
rizing conduct with the Rajah, who had revolted against jp be tori i-^ 
the Mogul Government, and to Ibrtify the Factory at Chuta- I','’',"" 

nuttce, bitJiin. 

(I) — Commi.ssion and Instructions to President Pitt, 26 t!» January 
from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, l()th Apiil and Mili Mav 
1697 , 20lh January and Qih February l697'9^1* 



232 


ANNAJLS OF THE HONORABLE 


niittce, without jippearing to give it a regular form : — the cir- 
1697-98. ciinlstance which led to this instruction, was the intelligence that 
the Dutch and French had fortified their Factories at Hughly, 
to icsist the rebel Rajah. The Agent, in a sindlar manner, was 
to take advantage of the interruption of the regular government, 
and add to the works w'hieh had been constructed for the 
defence of the Factory at Cbutanuttee, particularly the bastion 
intended to secure the Company’s stoi’es, which was to be made 
strong and regular, and sufficient to protect their servants 
and property; but, to temporize with both parties, except 
in cases of absolute necessity. 

From the place having become healthy, the number of its 
inhabitants had encrcased, and to give it importance, an ofler 
wsis to be made to rent a district, extending from three to 
four miles round the Factory, at eight hundred, or even a 
thousand rupees per annum, and a revenue for defraying the 
charge w'as to be levied on the inhabitants ; but no English- 
man was to be allowed to rent any lands, except such as were 
in the Company’s employment. 

With these orders to the Agent it was explained, that 
the powers of suspending the Company’s servants, given to 
President Pitt, did not extend to Bengal, who would re- 
main wholly responsible for the investment, and must dispose 
of the broad -cU»ths at less than invoice price, rather thtm 
allow it to remain in store.^'^ 

The 

( 1 ) — Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council in Bengal, iGib April attd 
Ul September 10’97> and 20th January 1 O 97 - 98 . 



Tlie Settlement at Bencoolen having already cost c^p.iii. 
^200,000, it became necessary, by every practicable means, lb'97-yS, 

Bencoolen lo 

to encrease the trade ; — with this view, the plan for permitting be opened to 

the private 

free planters to settle in the colony was adopted, under the Country 'Ira- 
^ ... ^‘^*^** 
same regulations as at St. Helena, or requiring militaiy ser- 
vices, Avhich, It was expected, would render the sending of 
soldiers for tli< garrison less necessary. Among the expedients 
for creating a revenue, to defray the charges, a duty of one 
penny per pound, was to be levied on pepper bought, under the 
Company’s licence, by private merchants. As at all the other 
stations, the Agent Jind the Company’s servants, civil and mili- 
tary, were to prevent, not only at Bencoolen, but elsewhere in 
Sumatra, the Interlopers from obtaining pepper for their cargoes 
for Europe.^'^ 


On comparing the events in India, (particularly at Bombay 
and SuKAT, and those which had occurred at Madras anil 
Bengal,) with the uncertain situation in which the Company’s perioJ- 
rights remained at home, we discover the inability of the 
Court to afford to the Governors of their foreign Settlements any 
von. III. 2 H other 

.Letter from the Court to the President and Council at Fort St. George, iGth April 

- Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council of York Fort, iGth AprU, 

23 d July, and 27th October IC97. 
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CHAP. HI. other than di,scretionary powers, to adopt the necessary expedients 
16*97-08, for presei'ving the trade. Aflairs at Bombay and Surat and at 
their dependencies, continued in tlie same precarious situation, 
from the probability of civil wars on the death of Aurungzebe, 
and from tlie oppressions of the Native Governors. In some 
instances, these officers were afraid to act, from the uncertain 
nature of the Emperor’s measures ; and, in others, they were 
arbitrary, fiom the facility with which they could »)pprcss a 
commercial body, who could not ask redress, and who, besides, 
were exposed, from the increase of piracies, and the intrigues, both 
of the French and Dutch, to all the odium of these depredations. 

In the preceding season, the revolt of Sultan Akbar, and 
the approach of his army from Persia, through Candahar, to 
invade the Mogul Provinces, were referred to, as events which 
marked the first aspects of those civil wars which were antici- 
pated, as soon as the death of Aurungzebe should afford to his 
sons the opportunity of deciding, by arms, the right of succes- 
sion to his throne. This rebellion was, however, of short 
duration, the Sultan having been rej)ulsed, and again obliged 
to take refuge in Persia, and was, in* some degree, betrayed 
by the Rajpoots, who delivered his son to the Emperor, on a 
promise of being put in possession of Joudporc. Shah Aulum, 
another of Aurungzebe’s sons, was, at this time, stationed 
with an army at Agra, to watch the future motions of Ak- 
bar, ami to prevent his again entering into the Mogul domi- 
nions : — this Prince had so completely assumed the adminis- 
tration 
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tration of the provinces of Agra and Lahore, that he had imposed chap. hi. 
new duties on indigo, and increased the difficulty of obtaining 16'97-y8. 
this, and the other articles, which formed part of the Company’s 
investment. Sultan Aziui Darah, also, was sent with an army 
into the Decan, to overawe the Hindoo Chiefs, or keep them in 
check, wliich discovers that the war still continued between the 
Mogul and the Mahrattus. Khan Buxsh, the youngest son, 
remauied near the Emperor’.s person, who, at this crisis, was 
disposed, for the first time, to enter into terms of accommoda- 
tion with the Ram-Rajah, or Chief of the Mahrattas. 

These events, in general, sufficiently explain the relaxed Pliirmannd< 

precarious^ 

state of Auninracbe’s government, and account for the from the 

state of the 

reasonable fears of Sir Johii Gayer and the President of Suraf, Government, 
that any Phirmaunds or grants, which might be obtained, crease ot the 
or any relief from the exactions and arbitrary proceedings of the 
new Governor of Surat, ^vould be precarious, and liable to be 
interrupted or withdrawn, by those external causes, which were 
constantly affecting the security of the Company’s propei’ty and 
their servants, who were held to be accountable for the depreda- 
tions of tlie pirates, and Avhose character was depreciated by the 
insidious reports and conduct of the Interlopers, the Dutch and 
the French, .at Surat 

If, hitherto, the English had derived some protection (even Harsh pio- 
wheii the Company’s proj)erty was seized, and their servants !l)e new Go- 

. . IN /• II 1 *111 vernor of Su* 

imprisoiiecl^ tram the liumaue and eijuitable character of the rat. 
late Governor of jSurat (Ettimand Khan), they were now dc - 

2 H 2 [)rivcd 
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CHAP. HI . privcd even of this resource, from the opposite character of his 
successor, whom, at his arrival, they described to be a stranger 
to all mercantile affairs, and, subsequently, avaricious and 
unfriendly to the English. On his entering on his government, 
he stopped the mint, till he received a bribe from the shroffs, 
of twenty-five thousand rupees. After repeated applications, 
he procured an order from the King, for the payment of the 
seventy-three thousand rupees, seized from the Company 
by Muchtar Khan, in the late war ; but balanced this sum 
against the fine imposed on the Company by the Mogul : 
— this adjustment of accounts, finally settled the outstand- 
, mg claims and debts, arising from the late war ; but 
though the King allowed forty thousand rupees to the 
English, for the convoy of a large ship to Mocha, and 
tliirty tliousaud for a small one, the Governor would only 
pay one half of these amounts ; — a conduct to which he had 
been instigated by tlie Dutch, who, during the time the Eng- 
lish were imprisoned, excited suspicions that the Company wci’e 
implicated in the crimes of the pirates. 

Alarming in- If the relaxed state of the Mogul Government had been one 

crease of pi- /« i 

ratei in the sourcc tof the Company s embari'assment, at the seats of their 

Indian Seas. , r t i • 

trade in the West of India, the increasing number of the pirates 
was a more alarming evil; — formerly, a distinction could 
be made between the pirates and the Interlopers ; but, in 
tlie last year, they could scarcely be distinguished : — in- this 
season, their characters became the same ; both had plunder. 
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oilly, for their object, and bbth made prizes of whatever ships Ci ^P. iii. 
were unable to resist them. The detail of their proceedings is 1697 “98. 
interesting, only, as far as their depredations affected the 
Company’s Settlements and trade : — ^they had taken a Por- 
tuguese China ship, and had plundered and sunk the Diamond, 
an English vessel : — the Company’s late ship, the Mocha Frigate, 
which had been fitted out as a pirate, with one hundred and 
twenty-five men on board, attended by a smaller vessel, had 
taken or sunk seven or eight ships belonging to Surat; and 
though the Mocha fleet had returned in safety to Surat, under 
convoy of the Dutch and English squadron, Kidd, the pirate, 
had licen near them, but had escaped to Rajahporc : — off this port 
he plundered a vessel belonging to Bombay : — subsequently, 
after careening at the Laccadiv6 Islands, he went to Calicut, 
where he took a vessel, and again made his escape, on the 
appearance of the Company’s ships : — at Cochin, he took three 
valuable Dutch prizes, and then retired to St. Mary’s, in the 
Island of Madagascar, at which, at Tullea, and at St. Augus- 
tin’s Bay, in the same Island, the pirates had fortified stations, 
and, in these, were supplied with stores, sent from New York 
and the West-Indics. 

Sir John Gayer and the President at Surat, therefore, re- Sir John 

Gayer re- 

commended to the Court, to make an application to the King, for commendi 

dti applica* 

a commission (the Indian Seas being covered with pirates) to ap- tion to the 

King, for 

prehend them, and bring tliem to justice in India, because such authority to 
* ^ try and con- 

examples, oPly, would convince the Country Powers, that no con- demn the pu 
'' _ _ rates inindia. 

nexion subsisted between the pirates and the Company’s servants, 

it 
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CHAP. III. it being a general impression, that the apprehending and sending 

1697-98. them to England, for trial and punishment, was a pretext, 
which the Natives could neither understand, nor would believe : — 
this application was the more necessary, as the Company’s trade 
was in more danger from the pirates, than from the violence of 
the Mogul Governor, or the incursions of the Mahrattas : — 
there remained the expedient, only, of sending armed vessels as 
convoys to the Mogul ships, from Surat to Mocha and J udda, on 
which service three Company’s ships had sailed, on the 20th 
March 1697-98. 

Ofler of the It wus, liowevcr, fouud, that unless the Dutch and 

Grand 

Seignior to Frcncli would employ ships on this service, as well as the 

convoy the 

Mocha fleet English, it would be impossible to avert the recurrence of simi- 

the Mogul, violence against the English servants and Factory at Surat. 

This service had become indispensable to the Europeans, as an 
offer had been made by a Turkish Merchant, that the Grand 
Seignior would send a fleet to convoy the ships to and from 
Mocha, which was refused, by the Mogul, from a dislike at 
seeing a Turkish fleet in the Indian seas : — an answer w as, there- 
fore, given, that the service had already been entrusted to the 
European ships : — the object of the Governor of Surat, in giving 
this answer, proceeded from a conviction that he could not levy 
the same .sum from the Turks, as he had done from the Dutch 
and English ; — this opinion was justified, by the Governor re- 
quiring that the freight paid to the Europeans should be deemed 
part of the compensation for losses : — on the refusal of the 
Dutch, he stopped their trade, but on the compliance of the 

English, 
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English, he promised an exclusive Phirmamid, and an abatement chap. in. 
of customs; promises which, should they be fulfilled, would re- 1697-98. 
quire a large present to him. 

Under such embarrassments, the trade of the Company 
became daily more difficult ; the imprisonment of their servants 
prevented the purchase of many articles, particularly indigo, 
which had risen in price, by the large investments of the 
JDutch, facilitated by the imports of Japan goods, the finer spices 
from the Moluccas, pepper from Java, copper, tutenague, and 
tin : — ^these articles, besides, sold at high rates in Persia, and at 
Mocha, and obtained for them silks and coffee. 

During these embarrassments on trade at Surat, Bombay, Bombay, m;. 

, . . , . , , ^ der these ci,. 

and its dependencies, were placed under difficulties equally ciimslancvs, 
great. At Bombay, Sir John Gayer reported, that the means doussiiu.!. 

tion. 

of defence, and the resources, were unequal to the service ; — 
the garrison was still weak, as only seventeen soldiers had 
arrived this season, the greater part of the recruits having died 
on the passage ; — trade, besides, was exposed to heavy duties 
on the transit of goods, to be sold in the Mogul dominions, 
five per cent, being paid, as Company’s customs, at Bombay, on 
the export, eight per cent, levied by the Portuguese at Tannah, 
and arbitrary exactions made at Gullian, a town on the 
continent, belonging to the Mogul, at which the Governor 
paid one-fourth of the revenue to the Mahrattas; charges 
which could not be compensated by the duty of one rupee per 
ton, paid by all English ships, for the Company’s passes. 


The 
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ct^P - i ». The pepper trade was equally precarious at Anjej3go> igr 
1697 "98. though that station had been made sufficiently strong to defend it- 
self, the Queen of Attingahad become jealous of the English, and 
had threatened to expel them from her country ; and at Carwar 
much difficulty was experienced in obtaining pepper, the 
Mahrattas liaving laid waste the districts in the vicinity of tluut 
station. 


S'f J"!'" ^ Under such discouraging circumstances, the intelligence 

his resigns- t]iat a large stock had been subscribed in England, and that 

tion, and re- ® 

AnneV considerable supplies and equipments might be expected, 
ley’s conduct, encouragcd the General and Council to proceed with the 
investment, and to keep up both the export and import trade. 
Sir John Gayer, and President Annesley, do not appear to have 
coincided in the measures which each recommended, under 
difficulties which both acknowledged : — at the close of the 
season. Sir John Gayer solicited permission to resign, on a 
proper successor being appointed ; but protested against Ma 
Annesley, as having mismanaged the Company’s business en^ 
trusted to his charge.^') 


Siibitancc oi Continuing the detad of events in Peksfa, which, in the 

Phirmaunds t • i a 

renewed and the preceding season, brought tlic applications ot the Agents for 
Peraui in this a new “ Ahtwima^' or Phirmaund, and “ Rogonis" (or de- 

season. 


4'Cl 


.(1)— Letters from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court, Ulh April, lV)th 
May, 30th October, 30th November, 15th and I8ih December 16 q 7 , 12tb, 25th and 26Ui 

January, 20th and 23d February, and 10th March 1(>97'98. Letters from the President 

and Council of Surat to the Court, 2d and 21st April, 4th May 1697, 12th January, 12th 

and Uth February 1(197-98. Letter from the Chief and Factors at Anjengo to the General. 

at Bombay, 21st August idy7. 
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tadhed grants' of privileges to the Company), into a situation c hap, nt . 
wh^ success was probable, we find that, on the 18th June 1697-98. 
1697v they’ 'were obtained, and had passed througli all the offi- 
ces, notwithstanding the opposition of the Dutch, who had 
offered double the sum, provided an order should be issued to 
stop the Company’s trade. 

The “ Ahtnama,” or Phirmiiund, granted by Sultan Hosscin, 
dated the 18th June 1697, conferred particular privileges on 
the English Nation, and proceeded on the Phirmaund origi- 
ginally granted by Shah Abbas the Great, in 1615, during the 
reign of King James I., which was afterwards renewed by 
Shah Sephi, and, subsequently, by Shah Selimon, in the reign 
of King Charles II. : — this new Phirmaund stipulated, that an 
English Ambassador, or Consul, should reside in Persia, and, 
if required, a Persian Ambassador should proceed to England ; 

— that the English might bring their ships to whatever ports 
in Persia, they pleased, and be furnished with carriages for their 
goods, and pay the same price for provisions, as the Natives ; — 
that, in case of shipwreck, they should be assisted in saving their 
goods, and persons embezzling them were to luake restitution; 

— that they should not be obliged to sell their goods, at any par- 
ticular port, but might purchase what they chose, n ith ready 
monefy that they should not be compelled to abjure their own 
religion, it being' GoiTi imirtess to turn men's /tew?*/* that 
they should be entitled to wear arms, to deftuid themselves 
against rogues” attempting to steal tlictr goods, and nert 
be punishable for killing them ; but if the offender (being a Pef- 

VOL. HI. 2 I sian) 



AimAiis^^ar'TWi «0iionQisi.» 


lyU ni^ ^ . hf’ a^zedj'i^e i<ra8> ttitiiA cavtidi'bcjfefcNiho cUM^i^oBosibctf 
1667^08; the place, who 'kas ta pqnisUtmn i >b«tif 

*^MU Atte^A^eA;«i/’>*^hat EngUidi AmbaasadoHalidtild be 
allowed a boose, and if any oi bis people offisttdedjdle' sbould 
be tbe judge; and the English Consul, in abseiite^of the Am* 
baisador, was to have the same respect and priirilq^es ;**4hat if l^e 
Persians should conni^ any > iqjury on the attendants of the 
Ambassador, application was to be made to the Caai for re* 
dress ; — that the linguists of the Ambassador should be prm* 
leged ; — that the English should be allowed to emidoy people 
of every cast, who might be willing to serve thmn, and an 
English slave be brought from Turkey, he should be liberated, on 
the repayment to his master, of the sum paid for him 
on the death of an Englishman, his countrymen n^ht dhpose 
or Ms eflects, according^ to their own Christian law ; and if , he 
should have married a Christian, and have cbildrea, and the 
mother be deed, the children should be delivered to the Ei^lislt 
Ambassador; — diat the English' should pay the same duties of 
import and export, that they paid at Aleppo ahd Constantinople, 
and oiil^ such Btuldarage ** as had been usual; and diould th^ 
lose goods, and affirm such 'loss before the Consul, then the 
OoTeamora and Enddars -* should be compelled to find, sods 
goods, or to pay for them; — ^that diould any dispute mwe 
among merohanfs,- ' under the value of 'twinity . tdmandd^ it 
should be.deoided- by tbRi Cazi, uad^lf 'above>tbat;«tnnff:>hy.dife'< 
A M fomudor, accorffing to the Pecsian law, in both cases ; and 

if 



irJiTO«bSfeB 

|&lto8D^Uxoiild}ndt>ddt^llKa* gdodt afe the,^rito\Ui^ti<lDnl» 
ii^nniglit dispfaii^infMeniiirhcMiUepiplfaaed;^^ > x nii 
9(f banidaRo||oiiM»iiOf.iHBi6oidiur»4MJv^^ tha Coin* 

^iiiiiy^ inclhded’1lii6 nineteen, ibtinerlyconferia^ by tike successive 
SovIrei^^of'xPmitii svitlc two lidi^tknkal oikesi > By tbe forma?! 
giiki&^ndie-CoB)fidiiy:bliidAirq[}it a hduse at Ispahan ; 

•«lo treeeirab'gobds:^iaken fttnn tbeai (te'’the ■r(Utd-;?-**to be ex4 
aaqptBtl fooiik **LUBaddurage**i in the' Persian dominions 
receirp einliasage;!»H)»tD .eKpbrt’bwelre horses annually;*— td' 
exqport theusauid maunds of goods, free of duty to eon^; 
wf diemfgoods'iii safety to their houSe in Ispahan j'o— to have a^ 
r^gfat?ofwfariB^gHi^>w^Gr to thdr hbuse 'to hare ghards to thc^/ 
OpIiibM^ /'ntt oatunuos diake, drwk, and export wine 
to employ iwbistBnts viri making wine ;-^to buy what Caramaeiai 
wool they mi^ have occasion for to have the power of jodgt 
ii^. of the oienOes of -ifaeir own people ;*’-''to sell to;the Governor 
of Gomhroonifo# read^ inodeyi he being prohibited from employ- , 
ing any: force/ in oOn^liOg sncb sales ;— to take possession o^ 
their owtr innseMBhivas, tvhich the Governor had dispossess^ ; 
thy of to teicompelled to give presents to the Kbanfe., 
or>Goeeniora;m*<to be? protected against hindrance, in bringing | 
gOodacnaishore;.' at liGombrototj-fiarid- no custom, in futirre^ to> 
bei^doDif^.ijhro\g/’‘nndiwgc^ .■■■■»■! u- . 

> ! - n dd*^*;****! ]-. Rogoras.^ -now granted'/ by, ^Sultbii'/Ho^iehSv ; 

weiSe, first, that the JSnglirii should, in fiiture>f beiexeitoptoditoin?^ 

, • . .2 I j»} ;;>ubfo->vi iopaymtotA 

' (])— Copy of the Ah*n«"M , or Phirmaund, renewed by Sultan Hoirein, June 1^97 
(MSS. in tbe India Regirter Office, vol. 1, No. 47^9). 
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Tbe Arroe- 
nians oppose 
the Cocppa- 
ny’s export 
of silk at 
Gombroon. 


Oflfer of ac- 
commoda- 
tion, <m one 
gf the Com- 
panv's ships, 
to the Per Jan 
Ambassador 
pr(»t ceding 
to the Court 
of the Mogul. 


payment of* the duties df “ jSudydk^** ^Hfrduj^otft 

the Persian doniiriiotes' V aifidj SecbhtHyj:'lHW(ttfe 

toms, dde to thd English, siknidd be hnmediatdy adjtiitddj atiid 

paid bjr the Governor 6f Gombroon. 

These Phirmaunds and Hogoras were followed by an order 
from the King, to the Khan of Caramania, to pertilit the Com- 
pany's purchases of Svool to be made to their foil extent ; but, 
it was found difficult to obtain an additional Rogom tb ■export 
silk by way of Gombroon, this request being opposed by the 
Armenians, because it would obstruct their trade to Alieppo; 
-^if, however, a Rogom to this effect, could be. procured, 
it would effectually depress the trade of the Turkey Company, 
which could no longer make those, profitable' exchanges for the 
silk, which composed the most valuable part of their assort- 
ments. ' 

In this state of the Company’s inforests, the ship,' Charles 
the Second, which had arrived at Gombroon from Bombay, was 
offered to convey to India, the Ambassador from the King of 
Persia, to the Mogul ; it being Of importance, that the Company 
should have the credit of this service, rather thari the Do^h, 
who would readily offer one of their vessels, both to conciliate 
favor, and to prejudice the Persian •Court against the English. 
The Agent, also, suggested the expediency of assisting the Per- 
sians in the reduction of Muscat^ and destroying the Arab fleet, 

' • • if 


(1) — List of Rogoms renewed and granted to the English, by Shah Sultan Hossein, 
dated the 18ih June 1097. (MSS. in the India Register Office, vol. xlviii. No. 4642). 
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i^n, p3 Dutch pf % 

oppoj 5 ^u|^^, 9 jf .^VWPg - WSJ^^wcejj if their fleet should gq o?> a 1^7 t; 98. 
8^Tif^>thf|tt wquld’h? W acpeptable to the King of Persia. 

While the Company’s aiiairs in Persia were in this improved Trencherous 

conduct of 

state, the^ Agent, aokuQwledged the services of Doud, the Com- theArmeoijn 

^ , , merchants in 

pany’s former, broker < who was extremdy desirous of being the tiaie of ; 

^ English ■; 

restored, to their employment t—rut. the same time, he described doth." 
the Armenians as having obstructed the sale of English cloths 
on every occasion. This conduct, he tru-sted, though it would 
render the sales dull, for a year or two, would not, ultimately, 
ruin the project of disposing of large quantities of English cloth : 

— ^mean<time, the cloth which came on the Charles the $ec<^d 
had been sold to, the shopkeepers, at seventeen months’ credit, 
though the Armenians had endeavoured to persuade them not 
to buy the Company’s cloth, because they expected a large 
assortment from Aleppo. 

In this state of the Company’s aiiairs, Mr. Barwell was Measures of 

!\Xr. Barwell 

appointed chief Agent in Persia, with instructions, undqr ^ the pn being apl 

pointed chief 

new Phirmaunds, to push the sale of English cloth as fi^r Agyni iuPei- 

sia. 

.possible,- and to endeavour (if it should cost the sum of.five, 
thousand rupees in presents) to obtain a participation in the silh 
trade^with the Armenians, and. a Phirmaund for exporting it«; by 
Gombroon: — ^the report . closes with stating,, that , the arrears 
of customs had not been recovered, though .a part of those; of 
the current year had been received ; — ^but that it would tend to 
the improvement of the Company’s rights, and the confidence 

of 
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piratei. 


JEnglwix f ould Sii^nMyU]^ 

f ^i;?lfc>ppp)pwx’«<«fl^^«* iF<WW s®- 0*iIie?l#a<iiai^lWl 

IhewaHi’itbe *® be^«ffecjedw fey th© wars wliitli!«titt,.pceH 

Caroatic. and batw^n, tb« Mfigul a»d. the ; rHmdoO$, whichi ,lllld» 

w."br‘ 4J»^edi^t tojatt^pt^prociiriog » Phirmnnnd iQC^.MnAraib 
JVfngiU Gen^ralji Zu ifi rik er Khan> wa&ei^ll beae)gin|^(Gingec^ 
wd trade in, the Circur of . VuEagapatawr had heen. comidetdy 
interrupted. The only public ciroumstancfe meptimed, i;d«ted-,h^ 
of Fort St. Qeorge aodFoit;St.i£^vid,4he^a]trisnii».Qf. 
o^which tt>nsi$ted of one hundred aodthdidy'Hthree.J&upDpenp - 
eighty-eight topasjes :r--the,jwirigatiw howeweip, 
n^,con^antly ipteri^pted by the pirates, , n^ho h^djipeyeaiBedi,^ 
wpnned by erew^s, of fpwn ope hqndred tO Quechundt^Hd i 
:-r"Under these ci]:^metfMifies»-<f sojaU' c^s^ntigf 
vessels had b^p dispatched toTonquin, to^n^khdrafr the^Faotory, 

agreeabtJJy to the. Court's orders. ® - . , , 

u ^'^^9’®R“otions whiph a%;ted the Ck>rnim^’» stithni%«n^^ 
PrinwA^im” UUd ! a-taPprt, ^t, .Gp^tge, ; W « yt> r t|iii lill yt)Stlttio ; 

toaSpr": be. Independent pf 4^ 

^ to ^yey tq4h^ Presidenfiy 

us ^ight ednhl^ it to a((^mtnqdfite thn thlpiunf tq(thn,i{)vestr. 

, Sultan 

''. , ,' . !.;i:i.t. .' nj -t,), 1 

June. ntb. lath, and 2^d July. 3d Dcjumber and 20tb Febiuaiy 

. '(IsJ-^teW'ffom '4e l^^deni'anil feouMii of "Fort St. Gaorge'to‘tbe‘conft,^3d ^ 
JaDe^i6$f/.tiiu^lh(Mi'fiN^Miritb^<F^aU*dleltt'diiA-GoQiieil of Fort St. Ctdorgu to'tttt hdnbuP^^ 
andjijqt^il at Bomba/, 7(h Aoguat 16 ^ 7 . 


The Agent in 
Bengal sends 


tfction. 





m <^i: 

Aidatia)/‘iilis^'tti>oa^t1d^ lin0»^*«|^Iited‘S1]^tdi,•'<)^yioe^ t6^*98i 

B<^g«i]j Bi&aP,«ttid>OriiMi, aud 4 ttevr Nabob ^ t<^t to tifingal, 
dM'prbodptfliacat of'l^Coibpany^a Aa the Prince #aa 

at'Burdwan) both the Dutott and the Bngliah thought it expe* 
chentffo send imieHibBSi^ to himj mth presets': — ^Mr. Stanley 
vat' employed' b]r the Agent at Chutamittee, on this laission; with 
a prteeotj Tabled at suEteen thamauid nipeea f but the Prince had 
liot, aayetyt attaeked the insuaigents, on<accoant of the desertion 
of one of his prind^ officers with a large body of cavalry; 
thoi^h ' he had enttredi' the rebels* country, and a geherid 
action was ^tily expected. In this state of a&irs, the trade hi ' 

Bengal was perfectly (^n, the object of the Agent being not 
only to conciliate the Prince, but to engage his Duan to en- 
courage the English imports, by making him a present of Eng- 
lish broad-cloth, estimated at eight hundrml rupees i~these 
precautions, however, were not sufficient to prevent the new 
Nabob from receiving the Interlopers, who, for a bribe of four- 
teen thousand rupees, had got a Perwannah, for trade in Bengal, ' 
and a promise to have it confirmed by the King ; a promise whi6h ^ 
he did not frihil, probably from the expectation of a greater ^ 
bribe from the Agency ; Mr. Stanley, therefore, applied tothe- 
Prince for a prohibition to the Inierlopm, and solicited permis- 
sion to establish a mint at Hughly. 

In this mixed state of interests, the in'^stment proceeded ‘"veit- 

j nient ob- 

with much difficulty, because the markets were disturbed by the ‘'rncicd by 
iMerlopera and the Dutch, the former bemg supplied with salt- 

■ 'pefre.' ' 
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CHAP. JJi. and calicoes by the Armenians, and the latter by their own 
1697 ‘98. Agents ;—the rights, thus, as well as the trade the Com^y 
in the Bengal prorinces, depended; ^syear, on expedients, uid 
on the activity of the Agents, and were exposed to risks fhnn the 
pirates, whose numbers were daily increasing. 0) 
comp.in>’ii Though no. direct, information was received from Ben- 

Hade at Ben- ^ 

cooien on the coojLEN, it appears that this Settlement had become much 

increase. 

more healthy than formerly, and that cc»isiderid)le quan- 
tities of pepper had been procured at Yoric Fdrt, amd at 
Tryamong; and, in general, that thC stittiofls, on the Island 
of Sumatra were in an improving state, for we shall find that 
considerable equipments and stock werC' consigbed to them, in 
the fdbwing season. 

(1) — Letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Courts 3d 

Jane I0p7 —— Letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Agent and 
Council of Bengali 23d November Letter from the Agent and Council in Bengal 

to ihe General and Council at Bombay^ 6th January 1697*98. 

(2) ~-Letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Courti 3d June 

1697. 
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1698 - 99 . 


LONDON COMPANY. 

The Annals of the London East -India Company have been CHA P. iir. 
traced, from their establishment by Queen Elizabeth, to this 1698-99. 

, Retroipectof 

eventful year, when, after the long series of difficulties, at home the difficui- 

ties against 

and abroad, which they had to encounter and to surmount, which the 

London Ei.st- 

their rights and privileges were to be overset. Hitherto, Com. 

panj had 

• the London East-India Company had been opposed by licences ‘tmggied, 

from their 

from the Crown, contrary to the Charters and privileires eMabUshment 

r to to this period. 

which the Crown itself had granted : — those licences had been 
given to Private Traders, who sought a share in the trade, 
without incurring the heavy charges and expenditure of the 
Company at home, or of their establishments abroad. After 
struggling through the oppressions, and the invasion of their 
Charter and privileges during the Interregnum ; — after having 
those rights and privileges recognized, at the Restoration, and, 
from time to time, enlarged ; — after experiencing obstructions 
from the projects of Private Traders, under all the various deno- 
minations of Interlopers and Pirates, and having their credit 
exposed to ruin, and their servants to imprisonment; — and, 

(during the last ten years which elapsed, from the Revolution), 

VOL. III. 2 K after 
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CHAP. Ill , after having obtained grants from the Crown, and encourage* 

1698-90. ment in tlieir applications to Parliament, to have their rights 
placed on the basis of an Act of the Legislature, the London 
£ast-India Company were now to experience the misfortune 
of having a rival, recognized on that constitutional ground, 
which they had sought, and merited. 

Such were the vicissitudes, and such the hard fate of that 
London Company, which had created, and, for a century, pre- 
served a direct trade between England arid the East-Indies. In 
the sequel, we shall have to view the exertions of this Company, 
possessed of property and of experience, bringing not only 
popular speculations to the test of experiment, but obliging 
the rival Company to seek their safety in an union with 
that mercantile body, which they had endeavoured to over- 
set. 

Arrange- In tracing this important branch of the commercial history of 

ment to be • ^ ^ ^ 

obaerved, in the king<loin, we shall continue the same chronoloffical order, but 

tracing the _ ® ^ 

^na^ofthe distinguish the Old Company by the title they were now obliged 

jli* Coinpa- to assume, of The London Comimny, from the New Asstteiation, 
which obtained the more popular, because national, name of 
The English Company. After recapitulating the rights and 
privileges of the one, and stating those of the other, we shall 
trace the domestic and foreign transactions of each, and 
connect them with the events which marked their struggles, 
within the same limits, at the close of the memorable reign of 
Aurungzebe. 


On 
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On the subject of the rights and privileges of the London chap.iii . 
Company, a retrospect was taken of the successive grants by 1698-99. 
which they had been established, and had continued to acquire 
Settlements, by purchase, or by treaties, and, recently, of the 
renewed grants obtained from the King, when an appeal was 
made to the Crown, to adjust the disputes with the Private 
Merchants and Interlopers. The result of this appeal was, that 
the London Company were confirmed, by grants from the Crown, 
as a Body Corporate, with succession ; but their applications to 
parliament, to have these Charters and grants of privileges 
strengthened by legislative authority, (agreeably to the form 
which the Constitution had assumed) were waved, or not con- 
ferred ; and yet it was, even at this time, considered as ma- 
nifest, that two Companies, of the same nation, and with the 
same privileges, were political contradictions, if not absur- 
dities, as their opposition to each other, must ruin the credit 
of both. 

At this period, an opinion began to prevail, that a second ^ ^ 

£ast-India Company might be formed : — this opinion originated ‘hee«ubiwh- 

in the encouragement given to the Private Traders, or Inter- NewE»»t- 
® ® India Com* 

lopcrs, to make successive equipments, and to obtain grants 
from the Native Powers in India, allowing them liberty of trade ; 
a conduct which the London Company held to be an invasion 
of their exclusive privileges. 

In the preceding season, the resources required for pro- The project 

secuting the war against France, brought forward the project 

2K2 ^^rai«,a.upp!r 
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f^. th«i CtOt 
uppj^9ciiai« 

bl^ 


London 
Company of- 
fer to raise 
£ 700,000 at 

&urjperceot. 

. for the public 


6f a Land Sank^^ by #Mch 562,600,000' was tx> be fused for 
the public service. Oft fekaMliiiiing the meaiM fioia #liiuh mcb 
a Bunk could raise stiibscriptions, the plan was sooft ^Mind to< 
be ihipracticable, because the commercial resources of the 
country, alone, couM furnish this large and sudden supply, and 
the recent establishment of the Bank of England prevented so> 
considerable an amount being drawn from it, while the losses of 
the Turkey and £ast>lndia Companies, during the war,, made 
it impossible for them to furnish this aid; the prefect, there 
fore, of ** a Land Bank ” was suspended, but not laid aside. In 
the season- we have to review, a large supply was> also, required, 
id wind up the expences of the war, on the restoration of peace,, 
by the Treaty of Ryswick. 

In 1698-99, the Private Merchants renewed their appli- 
cations to obtain from Parliament an Act, for creating a New 
East-India Company, and founded their application on the 
public prejudices against monopolies, artfully connecting those 
prejudices with the discontents of many of the Proprietors 
of the East-India Stock, who had not regularly received their 
dividends, on account of the heavy loss of ships and cargoes 
during the war. 

The Court of Committees (Directors), therefore,, at the 
opening of this season, found it expedient, as the House of 
Commons had again taken into consideration the state of the 
East-India trade, to offer to advance d^Q0,Q00> P®*" 

cent, interest, for the public service, provided their Charter 

should 
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should be confirmed by Act of Parliament, and the trade to chap. iii . 
India legally settled on the London Company. - 99. 

•While this subject was under the consideration of Parlia- ‘The Private 

^ Merchants 

ment, a number of Private Merchants proposed to advance 

^ ^ a6^.ooo,ooo 

2^,000,000, at 2^8 per cent, interest, provided they iniffht »' P«f 

* ° cent.which is 

have the, exclusive trade to India vested in them, and that accepted, and 

a Bill intro« 

they should not be obliged to trade cm a Joint Stock, unless ^ 
they should afterwards desire to be incorporated for this purpose, 
and have a Charter conferred on them. 

The large offer of 2^2,000,000, though at higher interest, 
was considered to be more advantageous to the public, than 
the offer of 2^00,000, by the London Company, because 
it would furnish the State with a greater and more imme* 
diate supply of money ; a Bill> therefore, was introduced into 
the House of Commons, for accepting the offer of 2^2,000,000. 

The Court of Committees (Directors) in their London Com- Argamentt 
pany prayed to be heard against this Bill, and pleaded, that don*^Com^I 
they had fulfilled all the conditions in their successive Charfors j tbl» B?ii”«nd 

ainweri of 

that they possessed a full right to theur Settlements, to which, by the Private 

Merchanti* 

law, they had an exclusive title ; that they enjoyed commercial 
privileges in the Settlements, which they had purchased for 
valuable considerations, and wliich they estimated at 2^44,000 
per annum ; and concluded with offering to open subscriptions, 
to the amount of 2^2,000,000. In answer, the New Associa- 
tion pleaded that the Crown had, from the first Charter of 
Queen Elizabeth, to the present time, reserved the power, if 
the trade should not prove profitable to the King and to the 

realm,. 



^54 AKirAI.S OF THE SONOBABLX 

CHAP. III. realm, to withdraw the privileges of trade on three years, 
notice. In reply, the Iiondon Company stated, that the property 
of numerous families would be lost, unless supported by Ur fixed 
joint stock j that it required aS600,000, annually, to carry on 
the trade; that the London Company were bound to export 
56100,000 per annum, of British produce ; that their losses, 
during the war, amounted to 561,500,000 ; and that they had 
paid 56295,000 in customs, and 5685,000 in taxes, &c.(*> 
iMtructioni Such was the substance of the arguments ,for and against 
Gayer while the Bill, and the instructions of the Company to their servants 
pe^i^g. abroad, while this Bill was pending in Parliament, will form an 
interesting illustration of them : — Afraid that the rumours of 
this event might prejudice their trade abroad, and affect the 
precarious relations, subsisting between their Presidencies and 
the Country Powers, and that intelligence of it might be con- 
veyed to India, by their own ships, the Court explained the 
critical situation of their affairs in England, to Sir John Gayer, 
in a letter, dated the 28th May 1698, and trusted the pro- 
ject of their enemies would prove abortive, and that, after all 
their troubles and charges, they might, at last, obtain a happy 
settlement of their affiiirs : — mean-time, they recommended 
to their servants, not to give credit to insinuations against 
the Company, but to exert their utmost industry in improving 
the stock of this season, at each of their Factories, and parti- 
cularly 

(1)— See the Series of East-India Charters (printed) from Queen Elisabeth to 1698. 
— Andersoa’s History of Commerce, vol ii., page 634 . 
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cularly warned them of the probable attempts of their oppo- c wAP.nt 
nents, to corrupt those who were entrusted with the manage- 1698- 
ment^f their affairs abroad. 


Notwithstanding the expectations of the London Company, 
an Act passed (10th William III, cap. 44) for raising a sum, 
“ not exceeding two millions, upon a fund, for payment of 
“ annuities, after the rate of ^8 per cent., and for settling the 
“ trade to the East-Indies." The subscribers to these two mil- 
lions were denominated The General Society trading to the East- 
Indies, and the King was empowered to incorporate them, by 


Act passed, 
incorporating 
the Private 
Merchants, 
by the name 
of the Gene* 
ral Society 
trading to 
the East-In- 
dies. 


Charter, into one Body Politic ; each subscriber to trade, annually, 
to the amount of his subscription, and the Old, or London Com- 
pany, to be permitted to trade to India, till the 29th September 


1701.(*) 

Tlie Court of Committees (Directors) of the London Com- The London 

^ Company, aa 

pany, in their letter to the General at Bombay, 8th July 1698, a Corpora- 
described the events which accompanied the progress and passing ‘o ‘h'» 
of this Act, in a manner which, in their opinion, rather proved 
that it was the result of the success of a party, than of deli- 
berate parliamentary wisdom : — ^they stated the offers which the 
London Company had made, but, that the Interlopers hid pre- 
vailed, by their offer of having the trade free, and not on a 
Joint Stock ; — that the Act had passed the House of Commons 
by a small majority, and also the House of Lords, in which 
a protest was entered against it; — that as Corporations were 

per- 


(1) — Letter from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 28th May 1658 . 

(2) — East-India Acta (printed 178^)^ page 
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»/ • permitted to subscribe, and trade to the amount of their sub- 
1098 *99. scription, and as the X^ondon Company were allowed to trade, 
without subscribing, for three years, the Court had resolfed to 
take advantage of this clause, as a Corporation, and to subscribe 
as large a sum as they could, that they might trade on it, after 
the expiration of their period. 

From the consideration that this commercial rivalship would 
produce public losses, the Court hoped the Act would be repealed, 
in the subsequent session, and informed their servants abroad, 
that the Court of Proprietors had resolved, by large equipments 
and stock, to purchase such investments as would frustrate (if 
their servants would act with spirit and fidelity) the speculations 
of the Interlopers or New Association.^*) 

Commercial month subsequently to this notice, the commercial spirit of 

w *their°"* London Company, instead of being depressed, appears to have 
interact been invigorated ; for they informed their servants in Bengal, 
that diough they formerly had hesitated to have a large stock 
AMociatton. jjjjia, to make purchases, because they had not fortresses, 
in which their stores could be secured, that now, when 
their fortifications were equal to the defence of their property, 
the shipping and stock would be encreased, in proportion to the 
difficulties they had to surmount; — that they were satisfied of 
the impracticability of two Companies subsisting in England, at 
the same time, with the same objects, and trading within the 
same limits, or, in their own language, that “ two East-lndia 

“ Company's 


<l)-— Letter from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay^ 8th July 16 ^ 8 . 
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** Company’s in England conld no more subsist; without destroy- 

ing one y* other/ than two Kings, at the same time rqpaant 169S-99. 
** in«ithe same kingdom; — ^that now a civil battle was to be 
« fought, between theCMd and the New Company ; and that two 
** or three years must end this war, as the Old, or the New, must 
give way ; — ^that being veterans, if their servants abroad would 
do their duty, tliey did not doubt of the victory ; — ^tliat if tlie 
world laughed at the pains the two Companies took to ruin each 
** other, they could not help it, as they were on good ground, and 
** had a Charter ; — ^that when the tltree years expired, still they 
** had revenues and possessions, and had a share in the New 
Company’s stock, to the amount of ^315,000, and were, there- 
“ fore, entitled to trade, annually, to India, to that amount.” 

Whether the Crown or the Parliament entered into the con- The King 

incorporatef 

sideration of these facts, or, from having accepted the loan of Uii^GeDeirri 
two millions, overlooked them, it is immaterial to enquire ; but it 
is probable, that the indulging the subscribers, by giving them 
a Charter, formed the only subject of consideration, for the King 
having power, by the Act, to incorporate the subscribers into one 
exclusive Company, to be termed the General Society tra^ng to 
the East-Indies, granted them a Charter, dated the 3d September 
1698, by which the individuals, constituting this Society, were 
entitled to trade to the East-Indies, in proportion to the amount 
of stock subscribed, that is, each to be a separate tradei'S^ 
voii. III. 2 L Scarcely 


(1) — Letter from the Court to the Agent and Council in Bengal, 26th August 1698. 

(2) — Recital of the Incorporation of the General Society, in the Charter incorporating 
the Engliib Company, 3d September 1698, (Printed Collection of Charters, page 206). 
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( MAP. HI . Scarcely had this Charter passed, when, in the short space 
1698«99. of two days, on the 5th September 1698, it became necessary to 

Subftfloco of 

the incorporate the majority of this number, and their successors, 

liihCompa- by Charter, to be one exclusive Company, to trade on a Joint 

nj. 

Stock, under the name of “ The English Company trading to 
“ the^ East-Indies,** with the following privileges : — ^to have 
perpetual succession, and a Common Seal ; — to trade, for ever 
hereafter, to India, to the amount of their capital ; — ^to augment 
their capital stock j — .3^500 stock to entitle to one vote, and none 
to have more than one vote ; — to have the same powers to erect 
Courts of Judicature in India, as the London Company had, by 
King James Ild.’s Charter;— the Old, or London Company, to 
trade to India, till the 29th September I 7 OI, but no longer 
and one-tenth part of the whole annual exports to India, to 
be in English produce and manufactures. 

The »tock of A very short experiment discovered the effects of speculation 
ny rap^r^ not founded on practice : — when the English Company got 
wlue. possession of their Charter, they concluded they had, at last, 
ruined the London Company ; but when the payments on the 
new stock began to be called for, the subscribers felt the approach 
of difficulties, which, in their eagerness to possess, the Charter, 
had not entered into their contemplation, or that, in proportion 
as the calls were made, the price of the new stock would sink, 
and that, in their first transaction, they would give an advantage 

to 

(I ) — Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, page 638.— Letters Patent granted 
to the English Company, 5lU September 1698, (10 William III. Printed Collection of 
Charters, page 169). 
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to the London Company, who would bring forward the profits chap, ill , 
from their sales, and the value of their stock, as a contrast to 1698-99'. 
the price of the new stock in the market : — ^the Court of Com- 
mittees of the London Company, instructed by experience, in 
this manner, gave a necessary lesson to the public, that it had 
been duped by Speculations, which were no sooner acted on, than 
they proved detrimental to those, who had risked their property 
in them. 

Within a few weeks after the establishment of the English 
Company, the Court of Committees of the London Company 
communicated this event to the President and Council at Fort 
St. George, on the 28th October 1698, with a statement, in 
substance, as follows : — ^that the English Company had paid in 
two-tenths of their subscription ; — out of the first tenth, the 
discount had been allowed, so that only a£7 was paid for the 
first .^10 ; — that the second .^10 was paid in full, so that ^If, 
only, had, as yet, been paid, for each ^100 subscribed ; — that this 
^ 17 , at the date of this letter, sold for^l4, which was nearly 
a loss of twenty-five per cent, on each.s^l00; that this stock 
would diminish in value, on the payment of each subsequent 
tenth, or instalment ; and this proved to be the fact, for when 
the third tenth was paid, it sold at five per cent, discount ; — 
that the eflfect of this fall had already been felt by the stock- 
holders of the New Company, who had begun to place their 
reliance on a coalition with the Old ; and that though the Court 
were of opinion this might be the ultimate consequence, they 
did not consider the present, to be the time for listening to it, 

2 L 2 . or 
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or, indeed, till the stock of the London and English Companies 
1^8-99. should bear nearly the same price. 


The London These events confirmed the arguments which the London 

Company ^ 

urged to the King, and to Parliament, when they 
on*tto^*Pro- soliciting an Act for confirming their privileges, for they 
pricton. stated, that two East-India Compmiies could not subsist in 


the same nation. Matters were in this situation, when the Court 


resolved, as their sales had, this year, already produced ^640,000, 
and their spring sales would probably amount to ^300,000 more, 
to make a call on the Adventurers, or Proprietors, of ^25 
per cent on their respective stocks, which would raise near 
^400,000, by which means they would be enabled to discharge 
all their bond debts, and to refute the aspersions of their op- 
ponents, who had represented their affairs to be desperate.^') 

The offer of In December 1698, the English Company still farther lost 

the Engliih ^ , 

Company to confidence in their own speculation, for as the payments on their 

coalesce with 

the London stock were made, its value was depressed ; and in March 1698- 

Company,re- 

jected. 99 ^ ]\Ir. Papillon was employed by them, to negotiate a coalition 
between the two Companies : — ^this project the Court were of 
opinion was inadmissible, unless the English Company had ready 
money to pay for forts, territories, &c., in India, and to lay 
down the same sum to begin a new Joint Stock, as the London 
Company were in a capacity to do.<*> 

Whethop 


(1) — Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council at 
Fort St. George, 28th October 1698 , 

(2) — Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council of 
Fort St. George, 15th December 1698 .—— Letter from the Court to the General and 
Council at Bombay, J7th March2l^8»99. 
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Whether it was to induce the London Company to meet CH AP.m » 
the plan of the English, by an impression of the support they 1698-99* 

* , , Londoa 

were to receive from the Crown, or that finding the project of a Company 

, propose »end- 

coalition was not listened to, the English Company resolved to ing to Dr. 

Davenant to 

solicit, and obtained permission from the King, to send Mr. tndia. 

check the 

f afterwards Sir William) Norris, a Member of tlie House of measurei of; 
Commons, as Ambassador to the Great Mogul; but with what Norri«. 
object the London Company could not discover, unless it was to 
explain the different situations of the two Companies, and to 
solicit the favor of the Mogul, to the English Company. 

The London Company, on receiving intelligence of this 
embassy, were alarmed fw the safety of their Settlements and 
trade, and, by a letter to Mr. Secretary Vernon, requested that 
a copy of the instructions to the Ambassador, or of so much of 
them as related to the affairs of the London Company, might 
be furnished them ; and, by petition to His Majesty, submitted, 
whether an application for any other privileges, or settlements, 
in India, might not endanger the rights which they had pur- 
chased, at so great an expence.. 

The London Company, however, that they might provide 
against the measures of Sir William Norris, engaged also a Mem- 
ber of the House of Commons, who was a civilian of eminence (Dr. 

Charles Davenant) to proceed to India, and give his advice to the 
General, and to the Presidents, of the conduct they ought to adopt, 
in preserving their rights from being injured, by the measures which 
the London Company, or their Ambassador, might devise.('> 

It 

(l)r*Letter from the Court to the President and Council at Fort St* George, doth 

December 



262 


AKNAJUS or THE HONORABLE 


CHAP. III. 

lS^9. 

General com- 
mercial in- 
(tructions of 
th(i London 
Company^ on 
this occasion* 


It is material, in this place, to refer to the resolution of the 
Court, upon which their general instructions to their foreign 
Settlements were founded, which, in substance, was, — that they 
were to send out a large equipment, and a proportionate stock, 
to anticipate the shipping, and the Agents of the English Com- 
pany, expected to proceed to the East-Indies; — and that they 
trusted in the experience and local knowledge of their servants, 
not only to buy up large quantities of Indian goods, suited to the 
Europe market, but to dispatch the homeward-bound ships with 
the greatest expedition, which would have the eflect of raising 
the public opinion in favor of their trade, and would compel their 
opponents, in such investments as they might procure, to pay 
a high price in the different Eastern mai'kets, and to sell, not 
only without profit, but probably with a loss, and thus bring 
the commercial rivalship of the two Companies to a speedy 
issuc.^'^ 

Having thus traced the relative rights of the London and 
English Companies, on the establishment of the latter, we have, 
agreeably to the plan, in the preceding part of these Annals, to 
state, shortly, tlie particular instructions of the Court of the 
London East-India Company to their servants abroad, under 
such trying circumstances, and the amount of the equipments 

and 


December 1698. Letter from the London Eest-Iodia Company to Mr. Secretary Ver- 
non, 9th Ji-inuary lOQS-gg. Petition of the London East-lndia Company to the King, 

17th January ) 698-99. (Easl-India Papers in the State Paper Office, part ii. No. 28 and 30 .) 

(0 Letter from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, jyth March 
1698-99. 
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and stock with which they proposed, at each Presidency, to meet 
their rivals in the Indian markets. 

The instructions to Bombay and Surat, as might be 
supposed, proceeded on the important events which affected 
the Company’s rights in England, and went to point out a 
conduct, accommodated to the actual state of their affairs. 

It was of importance, while the Court were struggling 
with the English Company, that the Phirmaund which 
had, for so long a time, been solicited from the Mogul, 
should be obtained, both because this grant would render their 
trade, and the exemptions from duties, more defined ; and 
because, possessed of such protection, a bar would be put 
against the applications of the Ambassador, whom the English 
Company proposed to send, under the King’s authority, to seek 
protection for a new, and, hitherto, unknown Association of 
merchants in the Mogul dominions. On these grounds. Sir John 
Gayer was instructed to solicit, and to obtain this Phirmaund, 
regardless of expence ; explaining, that this instruction pro- 
ceeded on the resolution of the General Court of Proprietors 
to push the trade to its utmost extent, in opposition to the 
English Company, which, notwithstanding their Charter, the 
London Company considered to be invaders of their rights, and 
authorized Interlopers only ; — ^the General, at the same time, was 
to avoid being party in any of the disputes in the Mogul Empire, 
respecting the succession, and to observe the greatest deference 
towards the reigning Sovereign. 


CHAP. Ilf. 

1698 - 99 . 

Sir John 
Gayer in- 
structed to 
obtain a 
Phirmaund 
from the Mo- 
gul« in favour 
of the Lon- 
don Com- 
pany. 


'Wliile 
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CHAP. Hi. The Court, as aa encouragement to their servants, in- 
1698-99. timated, that the King had listened to their former applications, 
to have a naval force sent to the East-Indies, to expel the 
droa *a^iiitt pirates from their retreats in the Island of Madagascar, 
the ru 4 ies. clear the Indian Seas of them ; — ^this fleet, they trusted, 

in connexion with the ships appointed to convoy the pilgrims 
from Surat, to Judda and Mocha, would conciliate the Mogul 
Government to a Company, which, for a century, had been 
faithful in their dealings, and had contributed so largely to 
the revenues of the Empire: — ^with these views, the Court 
addressed a letter, dated the 25th March 1699, to the Go- 
vernor of Surat, praying his good offices with the Mogul, to 
obtain a Fhirmaund, and rested their hopes of such favour on 
the King of England having, at their entreaty, agreed (as soon 
as the wars in Europe had ceased) to send a naval force to 
extirpate those pirates, who had occasioned such frequent 
misunderstanding between the Mogul Government and the 
Company’s servants. 

In a separate letter, the Court, informed Sir John 
Gayer, that the King’s fleet, consisting of the Anglesea and 
Harwich, of forty-eight guns each, the Hastings, of thirty- 
two, and the Liztard, of twenty-four guns, had sailed from 
Portsmouth, in January 1698-99, under the orders of Cora- 
ntodoi e Warren, who had received his instructions, in connexion 
with the Directors of the En^ish Company, who, alone, 
had boon consulted, and had agreed to furnish the fleet with 
provisions and necessaries. 


After 
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After informing the Government of Bombay, and the Presi- chap.hi . 
deiicy of Surat, that the homeward>bound fleet, consisting of one 1698-99, 

T« Equipments, 

ship from Bencooien, two from Fort St. George, two from Bom- Stock, and 

1 1 • • I • t commercial 

bay, and one from Bengal, had arrived safe, the Court gave instruction!* 

of the IsOii- 

notice, that the Northumberland, with a stock estimated at one don Com- 
pany, for this 

hundred and thirty thousand dollars, was destined for Bombay season, 
and Surat ; besides which, three more ships (having forty soldiers 
for the garrison) would proceed, in the spring, with a stock of 
^^200,000, and that the ships of the season, for the different ports 
in India, would, together, amount to thirteen sail, carrying five 
thousand tons, and with stock estimated at ^£525, 000 ; — that, in 
return, they expected, under their general orders, the largest pos- 
sible investment, and particularly the greatest quantity of white 
pepper that could be procured on the Malabar Coast ; — that the 
expectation of receiving this part of the investment was founded 
on the intelligence which had arrived, that the Dutch had 
relinquished their Factory at Cananore, and the other stations 
in its vicinity, an event which was not improbable, it fieing in- 
explicable, why this people should have retained stations in that 
country, for the last twenty years, when it was known, that 
they could obtain an indefinite quantity of pepper, at Bantam 
and at Jambee, at half the price at which they could purchase 
it, at those Settlements, which they had retained for no other 
reason, but to exclude the English from the pepper trade. 

Referring to the internal circumstances of Surat and Presidont 

® ^ ^ Annesley 

Bombay, the Court intimated, that they had dismissed Mr. aumisseJ, 
Annesley, the President of Surat, from their sei vice, and 

2 M had Surut. 


VOl.. III. 
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CHAP. III. had appointed Mr. Colt to succeed him, by a commission, 
1698-99. under the Company’s Common Seal, dated the 13th May 1698, 
and assigned, as their reason, Mr. Annesley’s breach of trust, 
and his delusive contracts with the Native brokers : — As an 
encouragement to their servants in India, the Court, at this 
time, permitted them to trade in jewels. 

It was, in general, ordered, that the dependencies on Bom- 
bay should be continued ; and the project of forming a Factory 
at Gounan, in the Mahratta country, was approved of, provided 
the safety of the goods coiild be insured, on payment of customs, 
at the rate of two, or even two and a half per cent. 

The fltiempt On reviewing the information which the Court received, this 

to acquire 

new phir- season, of the Phirmaund and Rogoms obtained from the King 

maund.s ^ ^ , 

Persia to be of Persiii, it appcRPs^ that they approved of the conduct of the 

postponed. 

Agents at Ispahan and Gombroon, and authorized them to 
remunerate Doud, the broker, for his services, by a present of 
a gold medal and chain ; but considered, that instead of again 
applying to the Persian Court, so immediately, for the payment 
of customs, they should limit their application to have the 
Company’s right to them recognized, and to offer the Shah- 
bunder a per-centage, on such proportion of them as he might 

pay. 

(1)— Letters from tbe Court to the General and Council at Bombay^ 13th and 28th 
May, Sth and igthJuly, 26th August 1(^8, 17th March 169S-99, and 6th April 1699.— < 
lietter from the Court to the President and Council of Surat, 17th March I698.— Com- 
mission appointing Mr. Colt to be President of Surat, 17th March 1698-99.—. Letter 
from Sir John Fleet, Governor of the London Company, to the Governor of Surat, 25lli 
March 1699. 
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pay In addition, also, to the former orders for purchasing chap. lu. 
silk, Caramania wool, .&c., the Agents were to send home fifteen 1698-99* 
thousand pieces of Ispahan chintzes. <*> 

The instructions to Fort St. George, after recapitulating ini'ructiom 
the events in England, which had raised the English Company to Gorge to «- 
a rivalship with the London Company, explained, that the forti- stations on 

the Coro- 

fied stations had become not only of importance as a defence 2’“"“*'''* 
against the Country Powers, but for the exclusion of tbeir 
rivals ; it was, therefore, ordered, that the revenues which were 
applicable to the forts and garrisons, should be increased, and 
regularly levied, and the general receiver of them made respon- 
sible, both for the amount, and for his subordinate officers, in 
the discharge of their duty : — this regulation was to extend to 
all Settlements on the Coast, especially to Vizagapatam, at 
which, in the payment of revenue, no distinction was to be 
made between the English and the Native inhabitants, it being 
necessary to render the resources equal to the charges, and to 
exclude the New Company’s ships, and their Agents, from ports 
•belonging to the Old : — the President was, therefore, (not»vith- 
standing former orders) to repossess all the old Factories and 
Settlements, but to limit the expcnces of Madapollam, Masuli- 
patam, and Pettipolee, to the annual amount of six hundred 
pagodas each. 

The commercial orders in genend were to sell the Europe Goncraicom- 

inercial in- 

goods as quickly as possible, and to apply the proceeds to a large to 

2M 2 investment, George. 

(l) — Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council at Ispahan, 15th April and 8th 
July and 1 7th March 1O98-99. 
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investment, the Company looking more to the' profits 6fi the isalcB 
1698-99. in jEurope^ than of their sales in India ^1501,000, in Spanish 
dollars, had been sent on the ships of the season, to be coined 
into rupees, and remitted to Bengal, to facilitate the purchases 
at that Agency 

Bengat again After notifying to the Agency in Bengal the establishment 

made inde- ^ ^ i • i 

prudent of of thc English Company, this station was again made inde> 

Fnrt St. 

George, and pendent of the Fort ; — the Agent, however, was limited in his 

instruciiona powcrs, aiid was not to remove or displace any of the Members of 

to the Agent. ^ ^ 

Council, whose situations were to be’fixed, unless an order ta 
thc contrary should come from England, signed by the Gover- 
nor, Deputy, and thirteen Committees : — he was, farther, under 
the existing circumstances, to postpone the establishment of a 
Court of Judicature at Chutanuttee, but to send all persons, 
who might prove unfaithful to the Company, to Fort St. George, 
to take their trial at that Presidency : — ^the fortifications at 
Chutanuttee were to be strengthened by degrees, and made 
regular; but care taken not to give offence to the Mogul 
Government : — all business, however, was to be transacted at 
this place, it being now the property of the Company : — the 
Out-factories were to be reduced, the charges having exceeded 
the share they had taken in providing investments. On thc 
shipping consigned to Bengal, stock was sent, estimated at 
^£200,000, with which the largest possible investment was to he 
made of raw-silU, tafliities and shell-lack, with a small quantity 

of 

(I) — Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council at Foil St. George, 2()th August, 
28lh October, J5ih and .lotli Occemher l6os, and 6th Jiinuary lOyS-og, 
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«rf saltjj^tfe, that article, on account of the peace, being scarce* chap.iii ; 
ly yendible in Europe/*) 1698-99. 

The Island of Sx. Helena, though a Company's esta- Regulation* 

^ to be observ- 

blishment, is but contingently mentioned in their records, it cdatst. He- 

lena, 

being held to be merely a station at which ships touched for 
refreshment, and noticed only, when either the constitution, or 
the administration of it, required alteration. 

At the close of this season, we find, agreeably to the 
constitution of its government, since its acquisition by the 
Company, that the Governor of St. Helena, was, also. 

Captain of the company of soldiers which formed its 
garrison, and Captain Stephen Poirier, who was, this year, 
appointed Governor, was directed (probably from the sedi- 
tion which had occurred in 1693-94) to take cure, that no 
inhabitant of the Island should be allowed to wear a sword; 
under a penalty, with the exception of military officers, and 
soldiers, when on duty ; — ^that, to preserve the Island, it was 
to be held as a station for shipping, only, but not for trade ; all 
Company’s officers, stationed at St. Helena, were, thci-cfore, pro- 
hibited from buying any East-India goods, except on the Com- 
pany’s account ; and rates were settled, at which fresh beef 
was to be furnished' to the shipping, the Company’s ships to 
pay twenty shillings, and all other vessels, twenty-eight shillings 
per hundred weight : — the distillation of arrack having exhausted 
the fire-wood on the Island, spirits of this kind were, in future, 

to 

(1)— Letters from the Courtto the’ Prcbidcut and Council at Bengal, 2C)lIi August and 
28 th October 1G98. 
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CHAP. Ill , to pay a duty, at the rate of four-pence per gallon, for the wood 
1698-99. consumed in this manufacture.^') 


The convuls- 
ed state of the 
Mogul Go- 
vernment 
renders the 
application 
for Phir- 
inaunds a less 
important ob- 
ject. 


The events which occurred in the Company’s foreign Settle- 
ments, during this season (1698-99), exhibit, at Bombay and 
at Surat, the same uncertainty, as in the last year, respecting 
the Phirmaund which they had been soliciting from the 
Mogul, and the nearer approach of civil wars in the Empire, 


rendered Pliirinaunds an object of less consequence, because, if 


obtained, compliance with them had become dependent on the will 


of the different Governors, who, from the state of public affairs. 


were becoming partizans of such of the Emperor's sons as over- 
awed the Provinces, in which their governments were situated ; 


— the expences, thus, of the Company, were doubled, by the 
charges attending the application for the Phirmaund, and by the 
bribes Avhich they were constantly compelled to pay to the 
Native Governors, to ward off the evils to which every depreda- 
tion of the pirates exposed the property of the Company, and the 
lives of their servants : — hence the events at Surat, and on the 


West coast of India, in this season, consisted of the distresses 


of the Settlements and Factories, occasioned by the pirates, 
offending, equally, the Mogul and the Governor of Surat, and 

bringing 


(1) — Letter from the Court of the London Company to the Governor and Council of 
the Iblaiid of St. Helena, I5ih December 16^8. 
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bringing the vengeance of the one, and the extortions of the 
other, on the Company, who were considered to be responsible 1698-99. 
for depredations, which they had neither the power to prevent, 
nor the means to remedy. 

To give a view of the extent of those dangers, it is neces- 
sary, only, to enumerate the atrocious acts of piracy, committed 
in this season, and the effects of them on the Company’s 
trade at Bombay, Surat, and their dependencies, connecting, 
with those acts, the conduct of the Dutch and French, proceed- 
ing from selfish and insidious motives. 

Early in the season, the Company’s ship, Dorrell, consigned Captain kuj 

^ ^ ^ forms the 

to China, after meeting with a pirate, (the Mocha Frigate,) rates into 

squadrons, 

which she eiiffaged off Malacca, had been obliged by her crew andbiockailis 
to put into.Acheen, the force of the ship not being equal to 
second engagement with the pirate. The following is stated to 
be the strength of the pirates in those seas, in the month of 
April 1698 ; the Adventure Galley, commanded by Kidd, 
mounting thirty guns, with two hundred men, and rowing thirty 
oars, and the Mocha Frigate, of equal force. Kidd’s success, 
in taking the ship Quedah Merchant, bound from Bengal to 
Surat, with a cargo estimated at four lucks of rupees, we shall 
immediately find, not only occasioned new troubles to the Presi- 
dency of Surat, but enabled him, and the other pirates, to form 
squadrons, which blockaded the trade on the West and East 
coasts of India : — Kidd manned his prize with Europeans, and 
kept cruising between Cape Comorin and Quiloan, while the 
Mocha Frigate, with her consort, cruised between Achcen and 

the 
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CHAP. III. the Straits of Malacca. As the aeasim .the number of 

1698*99. these depredators encreaswjl, for they had three ships on the 
Malabar Coast, one mounting fifty-six, one forty, and a third, 
• thirty guns, and, at the close of the season, consisted of 
five sail ; — a force which began to alarm Sir John Gayer, 
for the safety of the Company’s ships, and compelled him to 
report to the Court, that till some effectual means could be de- 
vised for destroying them, trade, of every description, must be 
at a stand. 

Looking, therefore, at this external force, which en- 
dangered the navigation of the Company’s ships, and at the 
blame which was attached to the Presidency of Surat, and to 
the English in general, of being the authors of the piracies, 
or of not having taken measures for preventing them, we 
are prepared to expect the violence and unreasonable de- 
mands of the Mogul, and the Governor of Surat, for repa- 


ration. 

-The Mogul The expedient of offering convoys to the Mogul ships going 

lYrgo or* to Mocha was again resorted to, but the Governor of Surat 
•compensation refused to pay the freight of the ships;— -the Dutch had em- 
ftom the pi- ployed two vessels, each of forty guns, on this service, and 
(be paid. the English proposed the same number, but, one, only, was ac- 

cepted : notwithstanding these services, the Governor of Surat, 

when information reached him of the capture of the Quedali 
Merchant, threatcjicd, a second time, to lay an embargo on all 
trade at the Port ; nor was tliis threat long suspended, for 
SOI order came from the Mogul, on the 1st Jiinuary 1698-99, 


directing 
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directing the Governor to require the three European Nations 
to be responsible for the piracies, and, on the following day, 1698“ 99# 
guards were placed on the English, French, and Dutch Fac- 
tories, and the inhabitants of Surat prohibited from any 
communication with them : the consequences of this order 
were, that all their Mahomedan servants left them, and the 
creditors of the three Factories were required to give in 
an account to the Governor, of all debts owing to them, by 
Europeans. 

The Dutch and French endeavoured to evade these orders, 
by throwing the whole odium on the English, as the pirates 
were of that nation ; an accusation, however, which the Go- 
vernor rejected, and required an obligation froni the three 
nations, to pay fourteen lacks of rupees, as a compensation 
for the damages sustained, including the loss of the Quedah 
Merchant. 

The Dutch, at first, refused to pay any part of this de- 
mand, and desired permission to leave the town in eight 
days, to which the Governor agreed ; but required, that not 
only they, but the French and English, should clear off all 
their debts, by their respective brokers, before they left Surat : 

— in this situation, the Dutch and French were ordered to give 
security for all damages from the pirates, and the English, as 
the payment for the convoy to Mocha had been refused by the 
Governor, expected the like treatment. 

Sir John Gayer, on receiving intelligence of the perilous Sir John 

Gayer com- 

circumstances of the Company’s I''iictory and servants at Surat, peii-d (wiiu. 

the French 

VOL. III. 2 N sailed 



HkXP. ift. sailed from and 

1^8^. Ttoraas, Jo8lii' K^^b;'‘d^d'!Bei^iifl^ 

give Security Swally^^, on tbfe 11th Jariuaiy’ 1696-09; ’ Oh thb foHoftPing'day, 

Bonds to (his . • . i* i- 

effect. he gave instructions to the IVesident, tn’ inform the Grovemor 
that he was resolved neither to pay the English proportion of 
the fourteen lacks of rupees, nor would give security against 
the pirates ; but, at the same time, intimated, that he was 
ready to furnish a sufficient convoy to the Mogul ships, intended 
for Mocha, and that the King of England had sent out a fleet 
of men of war, to extirpate the pirates from the Indian Seas. 
This refusal, and the presence of the fleet, induced the Governor 
of Surat to offer to overlook what was passed, if the English 
would give security to make good all future robberies by the 
pirates : — Sir John Gayer, in reply, proposed to send two of the 
Company’s ships down the Malabar Coast, on this service, pro- 
vided permission should be given to the Factory, to send the 
indigo on board the ships. A temporizing negotiation, it was soon 
liscovered, could not produce any abatement in the rigour of 
he Mogul’s order ; the English Presidency, therefore, together 
vith the French and Dutch, were, at last, compelled to sign an 
Ibligation, or Security Bond, for paymeift of the losses sustained 
ty any depredations which the pirates might, in future, commit ; 
Lud it was fortunate that this demand, however hard, was 
omplied with, for, when information of it reached the 
dogul, he reversed an order, which he had just issued, for 
utting a final embargo on the trade of all the Europeans, in his 
ominions. 


It 



Kr& |^i;lM!>w..j^citme fix{ic^<^t,^a^igp distipct^gtations to .^e cg AP. ^ ii. 
^aadfimoftfa«£^im>p^sl^,.whic)i were to cruise agai^t ^ Ij^^gdd. 
fWittcB » tithe Indian <Seas.| hot . this nieasure could not be acted i%ned to*ihe 
on, till large presents were made to tfie Grovernor of Surat; — nSitebSnd 
The protection of the Red Sea was assigned to the Dutch, who drow'fto'^** 
were to pay seventy thousand rupees to the Governor ; and three of*thepira?e»*. 
Dutch ships wepe, accordingly, sent to convoy the Mocha fleet ; 

— to the French, was given the station of the Persian Gulf, and, 
in like manner, they were to pay, from twenty-five to thirty 
thousand rupees to the English were entrusted what were 
termed the Southern Indian Seas, with a collateral security, by 
‘ their brokers, for die performance of this service, and the payment 
of thirty thousand rupees. As if these hard circumstances had not 
been sufficient, the General was distressed, by the refusal of the 
captains of the Company’s ships to act as convoys, on the pretext 
that they had not a commission, empowering them to attack the 
pirates ; he was, therefore, obliged to hire, equip, and man country 
vessels for this duty. 

In this situation, the events aflecting the Company’s Criiicainitiia- 

\ tionofBom- 

affairs at Bombay and Surat were, necessarily, few. Presi- bay, andihe 

Factories on 

dent Annesley had been dismissed, under the Court’s orders, ‘he MaUbar 

Coast, at tbit 

and Mr. Colt appointed President of Surat. At Bombay, ‘ime. 
though the castle could be defended against any attack, the 
garrison was not equal to protect the Island against the 
Mogul’s troops, and the charges of maintaining a force for 
this service, exceeded what the Island was worth. The 
dependencies on Bombay were rather in a better situation, as 

2 N 2 the 
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CHAP. ilL 

1698799 . 


The Persian 
Phirmaunds 
enable the 
English to 
recover the 
arrears of 
customs, and 
procure a 
cjuantity of 
•ilk. 


the fortifications at Aojengo had appeared of such consequence 
to the Dutch, that they had withdrawn their forces and Fac> 
tories from Quiloan., Ckichin, and Cananore : — ^it was hoped, 
that this change would facilitate the acquisition of Malabar 
pepper, and other goods furnished on that Ckiast for the in- 
vestment. The French, at this crisis, assisted Mr. Lucas, of the 
Mary Interloper, at Surat, to dispose of his cargo, to purchase an 
investment, and to procure a freight for Persia ; and the Dutch, 
from being jealous of the French, refused to re-deliver PoUicherry, 
on the pretext that they had not, as yet, received orders from 
the Governor General of Batavia.^') 

The acquisition of the “ Ahtnama,” or Phirmaund, and 
the “ Rogoms” attached to it, in the preceding season, pre- 
pares us to look for the effects of both, on the Company’s 
rights and trade, in Persia. The privileges of trade appear 
chiefly to have been obstructed by the Dutch, with whom the 
Agent was afraid of entering into any open dispute, till such 
time as the arrears of customs should be paid up; for he 
foresaw, that both the Court, and the Shahbunder, would 
readily lay hold of any circumstance to postpone the payment : 
-—in this caution he was justified by the event, for, in January 

1698-99, 


(0— I.etters from the General and Council at Bombay to tlie Court, lOlli and 26lh 

April, 2'iU and 28th May, 15tli November 1698, and 23d March lOgS-QQ. Lelteis 

from the Piesident ami Council at Surat to iheCouit, ()th May 1698, 12th January and 
11th March l()98-99*““" Cuirc.sp«>ndence between Sir John Gayer and the President of 

Surat, 2d, 4ih, 5th. 61!), gth, lUh, 12th, 13th and I4th January 1698-99. Copy 

of the Mogul's 0-. i' r tor stopping trade at the port of Surat, December 1698-99. 
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1698-99, after surmounting many difficulties, (that is, submitting 
to the payment of many bribes,) he obtained an order from tlie 1698-99. 
King to the Shahbunder, for the r^ular payment of the Com- 
pany’s share of customs at Gombroon, and also the year’s 
customs up to March 1698-99, and entertained the hope of 
receiving the arrears, in silk or money : — ^the arrears, in part, 
were paid, by a considerable quantity of fine silk, and an 
application was made for the payment of the remainder, in 
money ; as soon, however, as the Dutch heard of the payment in 
silk, they made an application to the King, asserting that such 
payment was contrary to the contract with their nation, by which 
the whole of the silk to be exported by sea, had been assigned to 
them : — the effect of this application is not specified, at the close 
of the Persian correspondence of this season. 

The confidence which the Company had reposed in the The Armeni- 

* * ans in Persia 

Armenians, was, this year, again found to have been misplaced ; 
for though an agreement had been made with the shop-keepers 
of that nation, for the sale of all the broad-cloth imported this 
season, yet when security for the payment was demanded, the 
contract was broken off, and the Agents left to find such markets 
as they could, for the sale of an article, which the Company 
were under an obligation to export.^') 

The affairs of the Company at Fort St. George, and on the **, 

CoROMANOEL Coast, this season, did not experience any improve- 
incnt, because the wars between the Mogul and the Mahrattas, 

still 

(l) — Letters from the Agents and Councils at Gombroon and Ispahan to the Court 
201h^ 21$t and 28th December 1()98> 13th and 15th January, 5th and 7th March 1098 99 * 
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CHAP. 111. still continued to desolate the country, and because this Presi- 
1698 - 99 . dency, on receiving intelligence of the establishment of a new 
SeTesWen" East-Iiidia Company in England, hesitated in forming the in- 
sl George, vcstment. This event produced in them, the same sensations as 
it had done on the Court, for, on consultation, they were satisfied, 
that the existence of two English Companies would produce the 
greatest confusion, and should the Act not be repealed, or an 
Union of the two Companies not take place, the trade would pro- 
bably be lost to the English nation ; but they assured the Court, 
that they would employ their best endeavours for the Company’s 
interest, and dispatched the Martha, a full ship, for Europe, 
with a cargo estimated at 118,700 pagodas, having on board a 
parcel of diamonds worth thirty thousand pagodas, and were in 
expectation of being able to provide three thousand bales of 
Coast goods, for the ships of the ensuing season.(0 

Ni'-hin The only alteration in the state of the Company’s aifairs in 

granted by ^ i. 

for the "own this scason, .appears to have been, that the Agent had 

received a Nishan from the Prince, for a settlement of the 
Company’s rights at Chutanuttke, on the basis of which they 
had rented the three adjoining towns, and were in expectation 
that the revenue, from Chutanuttce itself, and from those farms, 
would defray the charges of the small garrison required for the 
protection of the F.actory. This intelligence is collected from 
a communication made by the Agent in Bengal, to Sir John 
Gayer, at Bomb.ay ; but it was not accompanied with a notice of 

the 

(1) — Letter ftom the President and Council of Port St. George to the CourL 22d 
Ftbruary lOyS-QQ. 


of Cluita- 
nnttee and 
adjacent 
lands. 
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the amount of the shipping, or of the investment, and it is not cha p. iu. 
improbable that this defect was owing to the Agent, Mr. Eyre, 1698-99. 
having sailed for England, and the report being left to his 
personal communications with the Court. Mr. Eyre was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Beard, who had ineffectually tried to exclude the 
Gloster Interloper, from the Bengal trade, but this ship sailed 
for England, on the 27th January 1698-99, although a large sum 
had been offered for the goods with which she was laden.<'> 

In closing the account of the events of this memorable year, 
it is only necessary to remark, that no intelligence, direct or 
indirect, had been received from the Settlement at Bencoolen, 
or the Factories on the Coast of Sumatra. 


ENGLISH COMPANY. 

Having detailed the events which marked the progi-ess of Rcc.ipitiii.i- 

tion of the 

the Act of Parliament^ empowering the Crown to establish tlie Aor,coiisiiin- 

t'mg tlu) Eng- 

General Society for trade to the Ead-LidieSy as well as those lisii Eabt-ili. 

dia Coin^>a' 

which produced the Letters Patent, constituting The English 
East-I»dia Company ; and having marked the cflccts which 
these events had, not only on the proceedings of the Courts of 

Committcc.s 

(0— Letter from the Agent at Bengal to Sir John Gayer at Bombay, 32d February 

1698-99. 
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chap. III. Committees atad Proprietors of The London Company, but oB 
1698-99. the instructions winch they framed for their foreign Settle- 
ments, to preserve their rights and trade, and to strengthen 
(if possible) their relations with the Country Powers, we have 
now to follow the proceedings of The English Company, on 
commencing their business. 

The English East-India Company commenced their progress 
by appointing Agents to proceed to the East-Indies, to establish 
stations or Factories, and to lay the foundation of a new and 
broader system of commerce, between England and the coun- 
tries within their limits, which were precisely the same with those 
assigned to the Old, or London East-India Company. 

Their Court The first remarkable circumstance in the home proceedings 
copy the con- of tlic English Company, (established with the avowed object of 

l&snndir ^ system for Indian affairs,) was, that, in the 

Company, formation of their Court of Directors, they fixed on the same 
number of persons, with the same qualifications, as those which 
constituted the Court of Committees of the laondon Company : 
— the next circumstance which, on perusal of their Charter, 
must appear singular, was, that some of their Directors were 
old servants of the London Company, who had been dismissed 
and disgraced, but who were now to employ their local know- 
ledge, and the fortunes which they had accumulated in the 
service of the London Company, to support a rival Association, 
the object of which was to overset their former masters, and to 
substitute themselves in their place : — a third remarkable circum- 
stance was, the choice they made of the Agents and Councils, 

who 
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w1;io,Tferejto , their al9air$» ^ guch /stations in India as 

the^nalght be able to settle, to manage the sales of exports, and 1^8^99* 
to provide investments :— these Agents received general instruc*. 
tiops, to collect information respecting the political situation,^ 
and comcoercial measures of the London Company. 

Sir William Noiris was appointed, by the King’s commission. Sir Wiiiimn 

Norris ap- 

Ambassador of the English nation , to the Court of the Mogul, pointed Am. 
that; by this means the error of the London Company might be Mogul, 
avoid^, which (except, m the instance of Sir Thomas Eppy 
the reign of If ing James I.) had only sent commercial Agents, 
as Envoys, to t^e Co^rts of the Indian Sovereigns. The object ^ 0 ,^,','* 
of this mission was to sohcjt.Phirnmunds, or privileges, for the 
English n..don, and to render the English Company its re- 
presentative in the East-Indies. 

Among the presents intended by the English Company for 
the Mogul, they wished to include a small train of brass artillery, 
and, requested, by petition to the King, that they might be fur- 
nished by the Board of Ordnance with this aiiicle : — the petition 
was referred to the Board, which reported, “ that they did not 
** know ho\y far it might. ha jusUfiable.to furnish foreigners with) 

“ a train of artillery, which possibly, at one time or another,. 

“ pjfy be made use of against His Majesty’s subjects.” 

^ fhe^ JP^^jdppts of the. Eiiglisb Coqip<p»y, appointed fqr, 
the^.p^^ct^d stolons in fqdia, w^e vested with the character-, 
yo^, uf. , . 2 0 pf, 

of the. English Company to tho King, for a train of brasi ordil^nc^, to 
present to tjio Mogul, and Report of the Board of Ordnance ou this Petition, 14th Doccni- 
her 1 ^. (Eait-India Papers in the Sute Paper Office, part, ii. No. 2(5, 27 ). 
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CHAP. HI. of King’s Consuls for the English nation, that thejmight assume 

1698 - 99 . a more public rank than the Presidents of the London Company 
could possess. 

Having adopted this general plan, it is material to follow the 
Court of Directors, in their selection of the persons who were to 
administer their affairs, at the stations at which they intended to 
fix seats of trade, which were precisely the same with those of the 
London Company, or in Bengal, on the Coast of Coromandel, 
and at Surat. 

The general instructions framed for the conduet of the 
Presidents and Councils of the English Company, were, to esta- 
blish seats of trade, to commence the sales of exports, and 
to collect investments : — the substance of these instructions> 
addressed to the President and Council, intended for Bengal, 
will serve as a specimen of those given for the Coromandel 
Coast, and for those which were more immediately to interfere 
with the London Company’s chief seat of trade at Surat. 

Sir Edward The general instructions given to Sir Edward Littleton, 

J/ittleton ap- 
pointed Con- appointed President and Consul of the English Company's 

tient in Ben- affairs in the Bay of Bengal, were, that besides his cha- 

jjal, 

racter 

(1) — ^The suspicion inseparable from a Court, formed a« the Court of Directors of the 
English Company were, of the persons whom they were to entrust with their foreign interests 
(a suspicion, strengthened by their employing so many persons who had been dismissed the 
London Company’s service) manifested itself in this appointment, before Sir Edward Littleton 
left England. From his postponing his sailing from the Downs, when the wind was fair, the 
Court, on the 2 d February 1698-99, dismissed him from their service, and appointed Mr. 
Richard Trenchfield to be President in Bengal, on the presumption that, if Sir Edward 
Littleton was negligent before be left England, ho would not be less so, on bis arrival in 

India ^ 
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racter of President, he was also to assume that of King’s chap, hi. 
Consul, for the English nation, in that part of India, and to open 1698- ,0.0. 
a confidential intercourse with Sir William Norris, employed 
(the Company paying the expences) as the King’s Amhassadur to 
the M(^u],at a salary of ^2000 jler annum : — the separate in- 
structions to the Ambassador were also general, or that he was to 
open a negotiation, between the King and the Mogul, for obtain- 
ing protection and privileges for the English Company, and 
to be guided, in his applications for Phirmaunds and privi- 
leges, by such information as he might receive from Sir Edward 
Littleton and his Council. This Council consisted of Mr. 

Richard Trenchfield, Mr. Hedges, and Mr. George Guy, with 
powers to the President to make such additions to this number, 
as he might consider to be necessary. 

To promote the great object of the embassy. Sir Edward 
Littleton and his Council were to investigate the nature and 
extent of the privileges which the London Company had, hither- 
to, possessed in Bengal, to make translations of all Phirmaunds 
which they enjoyed, and to transmit them to Sir William Norris, 
with any observations which might ofccur to them, in Council, 
on the subject of such farther privileges as it would he 
expedient to solicit : — ‘He was, also, to make a particu- 
lar report on the rights and trade of the London Company, 

2 0 2 and 

India ; but, scarcely had this dismission been intimated, when, on the yth February 
1698-99, at the intercession of his friends, it was revoked, and his original appointment 
confirmed* (Letters from the Court of the English Company to Sir Edward Littleton, 'JJ 
andyth February 1698-99). 
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CHAP. HI. and to transmit on6 copy to the Ambassador, and wiotb^r to the 
Court of Directors ; but be was to take care (as the London 
Company were to cease and determine in three years) to aPoid,. 
in every instance, entangling himself, either with their engage- 
ment.s or debts, recollecting that this tennination of the London 
Company was, in a measure, £xed, for they had applied to 
Parliament to be exempted from the five per cent, duty, but 
the bill for this purpose had been thrown out. 

Rank, «aia- Having thus given general instructions to Sir Edward 

rie», and pri- ° 

viieges of the Littleton, and his Council, the Court settled the rank and 

aervanta of 

the English salaries of their servants, who were to act under him : 

Company. 

Merchants were to have 3 S 6 O, salary. Factors 3B40, and 
■Writers 5^20 per annum : — ^the promotion to these ranks was 
to proceed by seniority; and Writers of five years stand- 
ing to become Factors, and Factors, after five years service, to 
become Merchants ; — the salaries were to be paid at the rate of 
two shillings and six-pence per rupee. These servants, though they 
had liberty to carry on private trade, from port to port, at such 
stations as might be acquired by the Company, were prohibited 
from renting farms, on their own account, and from intermarrying 
with the Natives : — ^they were, however, to have permission to 
send diamonds to England, upon payn&ent of five per cent, ad 
vulorenij to the Company, and a duty of five per cent, to the 
King. 

The commercial instructions ordered, that the President 
and Council were to endeavom: to establish Factories at Hughly, 
CossuiBUZAB, BaeI/Asobe, Dacca, and Mabda, and to 

make 
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miike the intestment as large as possible, in raw-silk, chap, nt . 
pepper,' lorig pepper, and drugs; and in China and Japan 1698-99. 
goods. 

The first equipments of the English Company, consisted of Their first 

equipments 

three ships ; the London, with a stock estimated at £^65,000, and s>ock 

for Coast and 

and the De Grave, with £^50,000; both for Coast and. Bay, Bay. 
and the Antelope, with £^63,000; for Bengal direct. <’> 

The instructions of the Court, to Mr. John Pitt ftlie Mr. John 

^ Pitt appoint- 

Interloper, so frequently mentioned in the Annals of the London 
Company) who was appointed President of all the English 
Company’s Settlements on the Coast of Coromandel, and the 
King’s Consul for the English nation, in that part of India, 

"were, in their spirit and letter, nearly the same with those 
which have been specified for Bengal : — his Council were, Mr. 

John Graham, Mr. Valentine Knightley, Mr. William Tillard, . 
and Mr. Michael Watts : — ^the limits of this Presidency were 
described to extend from Cape Comorin to Point Palmiras, and 
the residence of the President and Council was to be at Mada— 
pollam : — a Factory also was to be established at Porto Novo, of 
which Mr. Charles Fleetwood (who had been dismissed by the 
London Company, for embezzling their property, when Agent at 
Bencoolen) was appointed Chief ; but what marks, more strong- 
ly, if possible, than even this choice, the determination of the 

English 


(1)— Commission and Instructions from the Court of Directors of the English Com- 
pany to Sir Edward Littleton^ President^ and the Council in Bengal^ 12 th January l 606 > 99 . 
— Letters from the Court to the President and Conncil in Bengal^ lOth January, 25 th 
February 1698-99, and 4 th April 1699, 

i 
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CHAP. III. English Company to take into their service such of the 

!16S^^^. London Company’s servants as had been dismissed for breach 
of duty, was a particular instruction to Consul Pitt, to endea- 
vour to procure from Mr. Elihu Yale, late President of Fort 
St. George, copies of all Phirmaunds, or Nish^ns, granted to 
the London Company, on the Coast of Coromandel, and to 
transmit them to Sir William Norris, as the ground of his 
application to the Mogul, for new Phirmaunds, or privileges, 
to the English Company. 

A settiemfnt As the Dutch occupied Java, and the London Company had 

to be formed * 

on the Island Bencoolcn, and engrossed the trade in pepper at Sumatra, and 
as the Coromandel Coast had, hitherto, been considered to be the 
station at which goods, proper for the markets in the China Seas, 
could be obtained, the ship Julia, Captain Cotesworth, having on 
board Mr. Henry Watson as Chief, and Mr. Tooley, Mr. Rodgett, 
Mr. Joyner, and Mr. Mosely, as Coupcil, was to proceed from 
England, and attempt a Settlement on the Island of Borneo. 
The object was to obtain pepper, and such produce as, in the 
first instance, would be suited to the Coromandel Coast trade ; 
— ^if the pepper could not be procured, they were to attempt an 
exchange of silver, for gold, drugs, and wax : — letters were 
addressed to the Kings of Banjar-Massin, and Succadania, 
praying their protection for a Factory and trade : — the ship Julia 

was 


(0~Cotntwiision and InslrucUons from the Court of the English Company to Presi- 
dent Pitt and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, 23d February 1699. Letters from 
the Court to the President and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, 6tb January, 23d and 
28th February l(^8-99. 
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was to proceed to the Coast, to obtain goods proper for this new chap, hi. 
Settlement, and then to return to Borneo for pepper ; but if the 1698-99. 
scheme should not answer, she was to take in goods at Acheen 
and Malacca, with which she was to go to Mocha, and 
procure a lading of coffee, &c., and return from thence to 
Europe. <*) 

The instructions of the Court to Sir Nicholas Waite, sir Nidioia* 

Waite ap- 

appointed President at Surat (who received the honour of pointed Pra- 
knighthood on the occasion, but who had been the London Consul at 

Surat, and 

Company’s Agent at Bantam, and dismissed their service) were, 
in substance, nearly the same with those to the Presidents in 
Bengal, and on the Coast : — his Council was to consist of five ; 
the first of whom, next the President, (or the Second in Council,) 
was to be either Mr. Stanley, Mr. Annesley, or Mr. Vaux, all 
of whom had been dismissed the London Company’s service, pro- 
vided they had got clear of their old connexion ; the third was 
Mr. Benjamin Mewse, the fourth Mr. Bonnel (a noted Inter- 
loper), and the fifth Mr. Chidley Brooke : — under them were 
appointed three Merchants, three Factors, and eighteen Writers, 
with similar ranks and salaries as those specified for Bengal and the 
Coast ; the President, however, was empowered to appoint an 
additional Factor, at each of the stations on the Malabar Coast,, 
at which he might fix Settlements. 

The 


(1) — ^Letter from the Court to the President and Council at the Coast of Coromandel^ 

4th April 1699. Letter from the Court to the Kings of Banjar^Massin and Succadania^ 

lath April 1699. Instructions from the Court lo Mr. Henry Watson and Council, fui 

forming a Settlement on the Island of Borneo^ llth April 1699. 





AVVAJfS OF THIf 

CHAP. III . The English Company appear e&rly to have been apprehen* 

1698-99. sive, that the expences of the embassy would be considerable, 

WHite autiio- for they authorized Sir Nicholas Waite to advance ^20,000 to 

Tized to ad- 

vanre tlic Ambassador, but expressed a hope, that the charges 

j 6’20,000, to 

Sir William would Dot aiiiouBt to a greater sum ; for, with this fund, they 

>Jorria4 

trusted, he would be able to procure extensive privileges, and 
that his negotiation would be speedily terminated. 

Equipment* The equipments destined for Surat were, the Montague, 

and slock 

consigned, to with a stock estimated at ^40,000 in silver, asxd sB7,7Q^ ii^ 
goods ; and another ship, the name or invoice of which is. 
not specified. 

Such, under their Charter and privileges, were the me;^ur£s 
and the instructions to their Agents, with which the English 
Company proposed to open a direct trade, within the limits of 
the London Company. 

(i).»Comm!ision and Instructions from the Court of Directors of the English Companjr 
to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 4tb and dth April 1^9* 
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1699-1700. 


LONDON COMPANY. 

In the last season, we had to review the legal, yet ineffec- 
tual applications, of what must, in future, be denominated The 
London Company, who offered to advance ^6700,000, at four 
per cent., to the public, and pleaded to Parliament their exertions, 
for almost a century, under difficulties, at home and abroad, 
which had been surmounted by their Joint Stock and established 
credit : — ^we had, next, to unfold the events which obliged the 
London* Company to submit, not only to the refusal of their 
offer, and inattention to their claims, but to have a rival Com* 
pany, because they proposed to advance two millions to the 
public, at eight per cent., established on those constitutional 
gromids, which they had, in vain, solicited ; — we had, also, to 
contrast the administration of the English Company, with that 
of the London Company, and to see them employing, in many 
instances, as their principal Agents, the dismissed servants of 
the London Company, to whose fidelity they trusted, though 
they had broken their covenants with their old masters ; assigning, 
as a reason for this choice, that they possessed local knowledge, 
and felt revenge, which might stimulate them to exertion. 

2 P 
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CHAP. III . The London Company, instead of being intimidated by the 
u.s't-noo.^ powers with which the English Company were vested, in- 
commerciai crcascd their equipments and stock, and resolutely detennined, 
the London Qjjjy thcmselves of the privileges which they still 

credu cnjoyed, but to trade (after Michaelmas I7OI) on that portion 
trade. English Company’s stock, for which they had subscribed, 

as a Corporation, and thus retain the rights and privileges 
. %vhich tlicy had purcluiscd and acquired : — ^By this decided 
conduct, they hoped to convince the nation, that it would 
receive a more profitable trade through an Old established 
Company, than from a New Company, however plausible 
the speculation might appear. The English Company, after 
having made three advances in the payment of their Sub- 
scriptions, found their stock depressed in price, and the 
public opinion of their credit beginning to waver, and there- 
fore, made the first approaches to the London Company, for a 
Coalition, or Union of stock and trade ; an ofler which the 
London Company prudently declined, that the depreciation of the 
stock of the English Company might become more public, 
and that an Union nnght arise out of the effects of an im- 
practicable speculation, rather than from fears of a disastrous 
issue in the struggle. 


The over- 
turt*'! (it ilie 
Knglisli 
Company for 
an Union re- 
jected by the 
Lon 'on 
Cciijpany. 


In the short space of two months, after Mr. Papillon had 
made those approaches, on behalf of the English Company, 
for a Coalition, whicli the London Company rejected, fre- 
quent meetings were held, between persons deputed by both 
Companies, for the purpose of concerting measures for an 


Union : — 
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Union the first demands of both parties were so exti’avagant, 
that the plan was relinquished. The English Company finding, 
after the advance of ,3^50 per cent, on the ^£2, 000, 000, and 
s8'20 per cent, for their equipments, or 3 S 7 O in the whole, that 
their stock would only sell for sBSl, became sensible, that their 
speculation was on the decline, and proposed that the London 
Company should accept of as much stock, in addition to the 
^315,000 which they had subscribed for, as would make up 
their proportion to ^1,000,000 : — this proposal the London 
Company rejected, on the ground, that their Charter still pre- 
served to them their privileges, till September I7OI, and that* 
whatever might be the result, their share of c£'31 5,000 in the 
new stock would be sufficient, (independently of competition,) to 
enable them to export as much British produce, as could be sold 
in the Indian markets. (') This refusal produced new approaches, 
by the English Company, to a Coalition : — as the London Com- 
pany had refused to lend any aid in supporting their credit, they 
determined to make a bold effort, and call on their subscribers 
for a payment of ^£25 per cent., for trade, on their stock of 
^1,663,000 (or what they possessed, exclusive of the stock pur- 
chased by the London Company, and remaining to individuals 
of the General Society) although they had not, as yet, actually 
sent abroad more than .5£200,000 : — the payments now amounted 
to ^£95 per cent., but the stock had proportionably decreased in 
value in the market, below what it was, when their payments 

2 P 2 were 


(l)— Letter from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 5th May 1C99. 
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CHAP. ni . vrere sSfO per cent, only, that is e€9S per cent, sold (in July 
ies 9 .noo. 1699 ) for ^74 only. <•> 


Instructions 
to their fo- 
reign Scttle- 
nientSj to 
prevent their 
being intimi- 
dated by the 
establiiihmcnt 
of the Eng- 
lish Compa- 
ny. 


While the struggle was in this situation, the Court re- 
ceived information of the alarm which their foreign Settlements 
had taken, on hearing of the establishment of the English 
Company ; an alarm natural to men living at a distance, and 
not fully informed, either of the capacity of their superiors to 
support, or of their enemies to depress them ; — on this occasion. 


therefore, the Court recommended to them the same active 


and public conduct which they, themselves, had manifested, and 
that besides the amount which they had subscribed in the New 
Stock, they had, last year, sent stock, estimated at above 
5 ^ 600 , 000 , and would continue to send large funds annually, 
and, therefore, trusted, that their servants ought not to be dis- 
mayed by such events, which they described, “ as a blustering 
“ storm, which was so far from tearing them up, that it only a 
“ little shook the roots, and made them thereby take the better 
“ hold, and grow the firmer, and flourish the faster.” 

London This advice and resolution the Court followed up, as the 

Company ob- • 

lain an Act of season advaiiccd, for, on the 19th January 1699-1700, they 

Parliament 

for conlinu- presented a petition to the House of Commons, stating the 

ing them a ^ 

Corporation, hardship of their case, and praying to be continued a Corpora- 
tion 


(1) — Letter from the Court to the General nnd Council at Bombay, 28th July l6gg, 

Minutes of the Court of the London Company, and representation of the English 

Company to tho King, on their proposals for an Union being rejected by the London Com- 
pany, February and March 1699-1700. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, Part 
ii. No. 138, 139, 140.) 

(2) — Letter from the Court to iLc Agent and Council at Ispahan, 2d August 16^9. 
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tiqn j leave wp given to Sir Thoqtas Ckioke, t|)e Governor, and 
the other Committees, who were Members of Parliament, to 1683- nuo. 
prepare and bring in a Bill for that purpose, which passed the 
House of Commons on the 23d February 1699-1700, it was 
read a third time, and passed the House of Lords ; and, agree- 
ably to the custom of the time, when a Bill of a private nature 
had passed both Houses, the parties prayed for permission to 
attend the King, (a practice respectful to the Sovereign, and 
publicly marking his power, as a Third Estate in the realm) 
to request that Ilis Majesty would be graciously pleased to give 
it his Royal Assent, 

Permission was, accordingly, given to the London Com- XheKmgre- 
pany, to attend His Majesty, and on the 8th of March 1699- 
1700 , the Governor and Committees, with about one hundred Compamei. 
Proprietors, accompanied by the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, and ten of 
the Aldermen of London, obtained an audience of His Majesty at 
Kensington, at which the King was pleased to assure them of 
his favor and protection, and recommended an Union of the two 
Companies to their serious consideration, as it was his opinion, 

“ that it would be most for the interest of the India trade.” 

On the 13th March, the London Company, after having 
called a General Court of the Adventurers, to take into consi- 
deration the recommendation of His Majesty, of the expe- 
dicney of an Union with the English Company, presented a 
petition to the King, stating that they could have no security 
for their estates or debts, either in India or Europe, and knew 
not how to make or receive proposals, while they continued 

uncertain 
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CHAP. III. uncertain whether they were to be continued as a Corporation, 

169D-1700. 0J, 

In consccjucncG of this explanation, it appears that the 
King was disposed to remove the difficulty ; for, on the 11th 
April 1700 , the Act “ for continuing the Governor and Com- 
** pany of IVIcrchants of London' trading to the East^Indies, a 
“ Corporation, until the redemption of the two millions advanced 
“ by the English Company ” received the Royal Assent, (’> 

The opinion of the Court, on the eflect of this Act, conveyed 
to the President and Council of Fort St. George, was, “ that 
“ it secured their foundation, as they Avere established by 
“ an Act of Parliament, and that they would exert a new 
“ vigour, now they were delivered from all their embarrass- 
“ ments, and could call their estate their own.” To place 
their prosperity in contrast with that of the English Company, 
the Court informed their President at Fort St George, that 
their stock now sold at .^140 per cent.^®^ 


Meet of the 
Act for pro- 
hibiting the 
importation 
of silks and 
calicoes on 
the London 
Company’s 
instructions. 


Notwithstanding the London Company were, by this Act, 
continued a Corporation, their trade was affected by an Act 
which had passed, in this season, intitled “ an Act for laying 
“ further duties upon wrought silks, muslin, and some other 
“ commodities of the East-Indies,” which imposed an addi- 


tional 


(1) — East-India Acte (printed 1786), page 39. 

(2) — Letters from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 20th and 
25lh January, 23d February, and l6th March 1699-1700.— Representation of the London 
£ast>India Company to His Majesty, relative to their being continued a Corporation, 13th 

March 1699-1700.—— (East-India Papers in the State Paper Ofiice, Part ii. No. 41). 

Letter from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George^ 11th April 1700. 
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tipnal duty.of ;5S15 per cent, on “..wought Bengalis, ^ ^ap. iil 
and stuflfe mixed with silk, or herba, of the manufacture i699-noo. 
“ of Persia, China, or the £ast-Indies, and all calicoes, 

“ painted, dyed, printed, or stained there, that were not 
“ made up, or used, before Michaelmas I 7 OI : ” — the Court, 
therefore, directed their foreign Oovernments, . that such quan- 
tities of the above goods as they might have provided, 
should be put on board the ships to be first dispatched for 
England, that they might arrive before the period above 
specified, as otherwise they could not be sold in England, 
but must be re-exported/') 

Having traced tlie home trausactiuus of the London Com- Equipment* 

• • • £llici fitoolc oJ 

pany, struggling for, and, at last, successfully obtaining the the London 
projection of the Legislature, we have, before examining their thTscHonr 
separate instructions to each of their Presidencies in India, to 
state the amount of their equipments and stock for this season. 

The ships, for this season, were twelve in number, and the 
stock was estimated at ^541, 000^ vi%. for Bombay, the King 
William and the Howland, with .s8100,000 ; for the Coast and 
Bay of Bengal, the Chambers’ Frigate, the Fame, the Anna, and 
the Colchester, with ^200,000; for Surat, the Loyal Mer.- 
chant, the Tavbtock, and the Martha, with .^154,700; for 
China, the Wentworth and the Dorrel, with o£80,000 ; and for 
Bencoolen, the Madras, with ^6,300. The funds, for this large 
equipment and stock, the Court specified to be, the produce of 

their 

( 1 )— East-India Acts (printed 1786), page 31. Letter from the Court to the 

President and Council of Fort St. George, 6 th March 1699 - 1700 , 
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CHAP. III. their sales, since Jane 1699, which amounted to 

i 6 a 9 .iioo. and the money expected to arise from the sales of the ensuing 
March, which was estimated at 5^234,000; besides which, a 
call of twenty per cent, had been made on the Adventurers, on 
“ bottomree,” at three per cent, premium, and one percent, 
prompt payment, on the 31st March I 70 I. 

Public in- The instructions to Sir John Gayer, at Bombay, and the 

Rtruclions to ^ ^ . 

Sir John President and Council at Sukat, are drawn partly from the 

Gayer, for 

Bombay and events which havc been detailed, as applicable to the Com- 

burat. 

pany’s rights, and partly from the information which had 
been received, respecting the occurrences at those stations : 
— after stating, that the particular orders which had been given 
to Sir William Norris, the Ambassador from the English Com- 
pany to the Mogul, had been kept secret, and that all the Court 
could obtain, was an assurance, that he had no authority to act 
to the prejudice of the London Company, the agreement made 
with the Mogul, to furnish convoys to his ships, carrying pilgrims 
to Mocha, was approved of, with a recommendation that a 
time should be fixed with the Governor of Surat, for the 
.sailing of this convoy, as, otherwise, the expence of demorage 
would be greater, than any profits of freight which could be 
rcaliiiied; — and, in making this application, the President was 
directed to explain, that the Company’s ships had been furnished 
with coininissions, to make prizes of all pirates they might 
meet with, in the Indian Seas. It was next recommended, that 

though, 

(I) — Letter from the Court to the President and Council at Fort St. George, 2l8t 
November 1(5<;9. 
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though, under the' presetit relaxed state of the Mogul Govern- ch^p nr. 
uient, and from the character of the Governor of Surat, the 
Presidfent and Council must yield to frequent extortions, yet 
that a regular and strict account should be kept of the sums 
paid, because, in the event of a better state of alTairs, or of 
the Company being placed in a situation to recover their pri- 
vileges, this money might not altogether be lost, but be stated 
as damages, for which an equitable compensation might be 
required : — it was, also, recommended, in return for the 
thirty thousand rupees, paid as tribute to this Governor, at 
the time the Dutch and French made their payments, thiit 
new privileges ought to be solicited, and, particularly, that a 
place should be assigned to the Company in the mint, to 
enable them to coin their bullion. To these instructions arc 
subjoined a disapprobation of the Surat accounts, as the Court 
had expected a surplus fund would have remained in that 
treasury. 

The separate instructions to Sir John Gayer explained that Separate in- 

,, .1. r. struclions to 

the reason for appointing President Pitt, and vesting Imn, for Sir John 

Gayer, 

twelve months, with an independent power at Fort St. George, 
was, that the state of afiuirs, at that Presidency, required a person 
of a decided character, to prevent those quatTels which had 
continued, by appeals being left open to the General ; — a re- 
inforcement of two hundred soldiers were to be embarked for 
the garrison, by the first fleet, and twenty would proceed on the 
last ship of the season. 

2 Q 


VOE. III. 


From 
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CHAP. III. From its being of importance to ensure the pepper trade on 
i690^iw. the Malabar Coast, Sir John Gayer was vested with discretionary 
powers to complete the fortifications at Anjengo ; but, the Court 
wished the expences at Carwar to be reduced. 

The orders to The late renewal of a Hiirmaund, in Persia, which placed 
l^rsta^found- the Company’s rights and ti’ade, in that kingdom, on a broader 
Wiirmaunds basis than they had rested at any former period, rendered the 
the preceding instructions of the preceding season narrow, and directed only 

•eason. i x j • 

to particular points, in the customs, and in the trade : — in a 
similar manner, the instructions of this season are confined 
to the same objects, there being no evidence before the Court,, 
of the interferences of the Agents of the English Company, 
which, could, in any degree, disturb either the Phirmaunds, 
or embarrass the commerce, in a quarter in which the Court 
hoped, the obligation into which they had entered, of export- 
ing, annually, a large proportion of English cloths, would be 
fulfilled. 

After informing the Agent at Ispahan, that the Court de- 
pended much on the commercial services of Doud, the broker, 
whom they had so handsomely rewarded, they recommended, 
that he should endeavour to put into a regular and permanent 
train of payment, the now recognized customs at Gombroon, 
and approved of his taking proportions of silk, and of money, in 

payment 

(l)-— Letters from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 5th May, and 
28th July lli99.— Letter from tho Court to Sir John Gayer (private) 28th July 1699. 

— Letter from the Court to the President and Council at Surat, 28th July 1699. 



EAST-INDIA COMPANY 


299 


payment of them, and that, in all the investments, he would CHAP. nr. 
obtain the largest possible quantity of red Caramunia wool. iGso-noo. 


The Court, in the orders to Mr. Pitt, the President at Foet Jnsifuccions 

^ , to President 

5)t. George, communicated the same information on the state of P'**- 

. . , Si. Grtiorge, 

their rights m England, as transmitted to the General at Bom- to refuse any 

^ ^ assistance to 

bay I and exhorted him and his Council, not only to make com- Engii.sh 

Company’! 

mercial exertions, which might anticipate the English Company, in 
the markets on the Coromandel Coast (orders having been given, 


in the preceding year, to repossess the Factories which had been 
relinquished), but, to prevent their ships and Agents from en- 
tering the ports belonging to the London Company, or deriving 
any advantage from communication with them. 


Und6r all the circumstances in which the Company’s Go- 
vernments, on the Coast of Coromandel, were placed, relatively to 
the Mogul, and knowing that Sir William Norris had been sent 
out as the King’s Ambassador, though he was paid by the Eng- 
lish Company, the Court directed, that every willingness to 
shew respect to the Mogul might be manifested, but, opposi- 
tion made to the arbitrary exactions of the local officers ; such 
opposition, however, was to consist of delays in complying 
with their demands, and endeavours to conciliate them by 
presents, which, it was hoped, would be a more cdectual 
means than the employment of open force. In the situation 
in which the Settlements were placed, it was ordered, that the 
fortifications should be strengthened, as fur as their means 

2 Q 2 would 


(1)— Lelter from the Court to the Agent and Council at Ispahan, 2d Angnit l6gg. 
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(C^aK'HI. would allow, particularly Port Sf. David, where, (probably on- 
leys- noo. account of its supposed weakness,) some disturbances had 
occurred, to prevent which, long guns had been embarked, to 
be mounted on the ramparts, that, by the range of the shot, 
the insurgents, in future, might be prevented from approaching 
too near the place. 

The commercial relations with the maritime states were 
to be preserved, but (to avoid any questions in Europe,) the 
dispute with the Portuguese vessels, coming to the Fort, was to 
be terminated, by exacting from them five per cent, customs, 
only. The measures adopted in England, for preventing the 
pirates from obtaining supplies from America and the West- 
Indies, were referred to, and information given, that ' Captain 
Kidd, the pirate, had been apprehended in the West-Indies, 
and was to be tried in London, along with some of Avery's 
crew, though Captain Avery himself had not yet been dis- 
covered or seized.^') 

Chulanuttee The Court, having received letters from the Agent in Ben- 

constituted a ... i i i • 

Presidency. GAL, intimating that the Prince, had given a grant, or Nishdn, 
to the Company, for the towns of Chtjtanuttee, Govind- 
FORE, and Calcutta, approved of his conduct, and that 
of the Council, in purchasing those important districts; for 
though the amount of the present given to the Prince was high, 

such 

(I)— Let(ersfrom ihe Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 21 st 
Kovember, and 20ih December 1699,—- Letter (private) from the Court to President Pitt, 
21st November 1699.'^— Letter from the Court to the Governor and Council of Fort St. 
David, 21st November 1699. 



301 


BAST-XKJ>IA COMPANY. 

*vch an acquisition would, henceforward, place their Settle- chap, hi . 
ments and trade in Bengal, upon a larger scale, and enable them t^ssi-iloo. 
to draw a revenue, which, it was hoped, might be equal to the 
charges. 

Having the advantage of information from Mr (now Sir lyrf ap-'** 
Charles) Eyre, the Court found it expedient to devise a system of 
administration, suited to the improved state of their possessions. wUh'ordew** 
Though Sir Charles Eyre had retired from the Company’s wiiiiam.*^”'^ 
service, yet, on observing the manner in which the rights and 
privileges of his former masters had been assailed, and, for a 
few months, overset by the English Company, and that they 
had recovered their rights by the Act, continuing them a Body 
Corporate, he again had oflered his services, (to use the Court’s 
words,) “ from a jmty but unusual gratitude,” to return to Bengal, 
to improve the rights which the Prince’s Nishiln had con- 
ferred on them ; — ^lie was, therefore, re-appointed to be Cliief 
Agent, or principal servant in Bengal, which they declared 
should, from this time, be considered a Presidency, 

The instructions to Sir Charles Eyre were, that the fortifi- 
cations should be increased, to render the seat of their trade 
secure, not only against the Native Powers, but against their 
European or English rivals, and, in compliment to His Majesty, 
the fort was to be denominated Fort William. This ap- 
pointment, however, is explained, to have arisen entirely from 
the public-spirited offer of Sir Charles Eyre, and not, in any 
degree, from disapprobation of the conduct of Mr. Beard, whom 
the Court described to be “ an old and faithful servant,” and 

who,. 
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ni . who, though apparwtly superseded, in fact possessed dieir 
1 699-1700. fullest confidence; explaining to him, that no suj^rcession, 
in future, of his right to be Chief of the Bengal Settlements, 
should take place ; that they trusted to his zealous support 
of their interest ; and continued to him his full salary of ^200 
per annum, and ^100 gratuity. 

In the consultations between the Court and Sir Charles 


Eyre, on the subject of the fortifications at Fort William, the 
former appear to have been disposed to render them regular and 
strong, and sufficient to defend the Factory and servants, in the 
event of civil wars, on the Mogul’s death, requiring a safe 
retreat : — ^the latter expressed his apprehensions, that the ap- 
pearance of a regular fortification would excite jealousy in the 
Mogul Governors, and perhaps disturb the grant so recently 
obtained; — it was, tlierefore, settled, that the Factory should 
be made strong, particularly in its timbers ; that, in case of 
attack, the windows might be used for port-holes ; and that, at 
the angles, additional buildings, like warehouses, should be 
erected, to serve as bastions, to flank the house, in case of 
necessity ; — but as Sir Charles Eyre had discretionary powers, 
a plan for constructing Fort William was given to him, and it 
was recommended, that the Pentagon form might, if possible, be 
adopted, that being considered, in Europe, as the strongest 


species of fortification. 


A new Conn- . Fort William being, in this manner, declared a Presidency, 
for fhe Presl- the Council was to consist of five members ; — Sir Charles Eyre, 


fiency of Fort 
William* 


President ; 
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Presid^t; Mr. Beard, second, and Accomptant; Mr. Halsey, chap, nr . 
third, and Warehouse-keeper ; Mr. White, fourth, and Purser leyy-noo. 
Marine; and Mr. Ralph Sheldon, fifth, and Receiver of the 
Revenues, and manager of all subordinate business. The Pre- 
sident was to fill up vacancies, subject to the approbation of the 
Court; and, as an encouragement to the Factors and subor- 
dinate servants, the rule of promotion was to be, by seniority, 
and none of their servants to be dismissed, but by an order of 
the Court, a bye-law having passed, that such dismission should 
be by ballot, in the Court of Committees, 

The taxes at Fort William were to be imposed and levied 
(allowing for the difference of situation) as practised at Fort St- 
George, for information on which subject, the President and 
Council were to correspond with the President and Council of 
Fort St. George : — discretionary powers were also given to- 
re-establish the inland Factories.<‘> 

The Court issued similar orders to the Agency at Ben- lostmctiooi 

to the Agent! 

cooLEN, and to the other Settlements on the Coast of Sumatra, atBencooien. 
to re-occupy all the stations which had been relinquished, and 
to exclude the servants and trade of the English Company. 

Though thb Settlement had not, hitherto, afforded pepper, 
or other produce, sufficient to defray one-half of the charges, the 
Court determined to maintain it, and, for this purpose, sug- 
gested 

(1)— -Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council in Bengal^ and to the President 
and Council at Fort William, 21st November, 20th December 1699, and 5 th January 1099- 
1700, —• Instructions to Sir Charles Eyre, 20 th December iOgg. 
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c aiAP. in - gested to the Agent, the eelieme of granting a small allowance to 
i^^noo. the principal Chiefs in the districts furnishing the pepper, and 
the honorary rank of Members of Council, which, it was ex- 
pected, would induce them to make exertions to collect a more 
regular and full supply ; and, as a farther encouragement to the 
port of Bencoolcn, such goods as had paid customs at Madras, 
were not to be liable to pay duties again, on the goods being 
brought into any of the Company’s Settlements, on the Coast of 
Sumatra/*) 

.First regular Among the equipments of this season, two ships were 
and btock sent destined for CiriNA, the trade of which, particularly at the 
d^rwtto an Cautoii, the Court were determined to attempt, with a 

large stock, to be managed by Supercargoes. The stock con- 
sisted of a small proportion of goods, and of a large amount in 
bullion : — one of the instructions was, to conceal the bullion 
from the knowledge of the Chinese, and only to produce it, as 
purchases could be made. The principal goods ordered were 
silks, wrought mid raw, and teas of the finer sorts, specifying 
tliree hundred, tubs of the finer Green Teas, and eighty tubs 
of Bohea, both having now become in great request, at 
the home sales. The , orders for packing the tea went to 
one object only, that of preventing it “ from acquiring any 
“ smell from the tutenague tubs, or pots, in which it was en- 
closed 

(l) — Letter from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George^ 2l5t 

November lOyg. Letter from the Court to the Agent and Council at York Fort, 2l8t 

November l6gg. 
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closed.” Hie other China articles were drugs, gums, fens, 
porcelains, damasks, velvets, lacquered and Japan ware.<*> less-noo. 


If the Presidencies of the London Company, in former Embamia 
years, had to struggle for their rights and trade, against the Bombay an4 
oppressions of the Mogul and bis Governors, instigated by file* prw^t 
Interlopers, and provoked by pirates, and against the insidious for*tho*»uc- 
projects of the Dutch and French, and, in those struggles, to 
experience the seizure of the Company's property, and the 
personal imprisonment of their servants, they had, in this season, 
in addition to these intolerable evils, to meet the united attacks of 
the Interlopers and the English Company’s servants, who could 
now avail themselves of opportunities to promote their schemes, 
by misrepresentations, which threatened the expulsion of the 
English, from the Peninsula of India. 

To have a correct view of the actual situation of the 
London Company’s affairs, at this crisis, it will be necessary to 
preface them with an account of those appearances of civil con- 
vulsions, which were unhinging the Mogul Government, and 
strengthening the arbitrary power of its local Governors ; and 
then to bring into notice the advantages taken by the Interlopers 
and English Company’s servants, of this state of the Government, 

VOL. III. 2 R by 


( 1 )— Instruclions from the Court to the Supracargoes of the Wentworth and Dorrel, 
10 th Norember 1699. 
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<^AF.nr. by seeking to found the establishment of the English Company’s 
i«S9-n«o rights and trade, on the ruins of the London Company. 

Early in the season 1699-1700, the Presidency of Surat, 
represented to the Court, that the application which they had 
recommended, for an exclusive Phirmaund from the Mogul, had 
become as impracticable, as the acquisition of it would be use- 
less } because, not only each of the Mogul’s sons were at the 
head of armies, but several of his grandsons were collecting forces 
to commence a civil war for the succession, when the Emperor’s 
death should afford them the opportunity to contend, either for 
the whole, or for portions of the Empire. 

—from the The appearances of civil convulsions were not limited to the 

hostile pre- * ‘ 

parations of general war for the succession, for several of the more powerful 
the Hindoo ® ^ 

aMCTt their** the Hindoo Rajahs were augmenting their forces, and awaiting 

Aence*”" event of the Emperor’s death, that they might avail 

themselves of the opposing and divided strength of the Mogul 
armies, and, on the ruins of that Government, re-assert their own 
indql^ndence, as Native Powers. The success of the Mahratta 
armies was considerable, and had kept the countries through 
which the Agra goods, particularly indigo, had a transit to Surat, 
in such alarm, that the President had not been able to obtain a 
single bale from that quarter, to form part of this year’s invest- 
ment. Under such political restraints, the President and Council 
assured the Court, that they would observe the instructions 
‘specihed in the home transactions of this season, in the event of 
the civil wars commencing, as far as might be practicable, in 

the 
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the existing state of their rights, and the oppression to which c hap, iii . 
their commerce was exposed. jeas-nod. 

If the general state of the Mogul Empire, weakened in its —from the 

appointment 

administration by these approaching convulsions, affected the ® C"- 

Company’s rights and trade on the West of India, the character w‘- 
and arbitrary proceedings of the Governor of Surat (and his 
power must be considered as part of that of the M»)gul) tended 
to augment the distress. Though the Mocha Fleet had arrived in 
safety, under the convoys which the President had sent to protect 
it, the GoA’ernor of Surat refused to pay the sums stipulated to 
defray the charges of those convoys; and as the expectations 
which the President had held out to the Governor, that a force 
would be sent to clear the Indian Seas of the pirates, had not 
been fulfilled, he was impatient of the delay, and, conceiving him- 
self to be deluded, treated the English with the greatest contempt : 

— his conduct, when observed by the Natives, induced them to 
consider the Company’s servants, in the words of the President 
and Council’s letter, to be “ as despicable as the Portuguese in 
India, and as odious as the Jews in Spain.” This contempt 
was, also, felt by the Mogul himself, who having extorted from the 
President at Surat, a security to pay all damages done by the 
pirates, issued an order to stop the European trade, at all the 
other ports in his dominions, till a like security should be given 
by the Agents of all the European Factories at those ports : — 
the cftect of this order was, that the English, French, and 
Dutch, were not permitted to go out of the city of Surat, till 
information, that those securities had been granted, should induce 

2R2 tlie 
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the Mogul to revoke the general embargo : — ^the immediate effect 

1699-J700. that it was become impossible to comply with the Court’s 
orders for procuring an investment to dispatch the ships early in 
the season. The same distress extended equally to the French and 
Dutch, the last of whom had not only stopped their purchases, 
but struck the flag on their house, and had sent their shipping 
to Batavia. 

The President, under these restraints, informed the Court, 
that unless affairs should take a more favourable turn, it would 
be impossible for him to send another ship’s cargo from Surat 
this season, though he would have recourse to the only 
means left, that of endeavouring to procure a small invest- 
ment, in the name of the Armenians ; but, for this expedient 
he had not money in the treasury, and must borrow it at interest, 
that the appearance of debts might less afford the Governor 
a pretext for extortions. 

In this critical state of affairs, the Governor of Surat died, 
and was succeeded by Dianat Khan, in January 1699-1700, 
whom the President described to be unskilled in mercantile 
affairs, and who had strict orders (the Mogul having approved of 
the conduct of the late Governor, relatively to the three £uro- 
-pean nations) to continue the embargo ; and, at the close of the 
season, it was found impossible to conciliate him by giving 
bribes. 

Alarm of the Such was the situation of the London Company’s affairs 

Burat^'on're- at Sui’at and its dependencies, when the first accounts arrived 

ligencfofthe of the establishment of the English Company, and of the 

establish- 
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Agents employed by them, the characters iof many of whom chap, ni, 
were known to the President and Council; it will, therefore, 

raent of the 

throw light on their proceedings, as well as those of the London 

Companj. 

Company’s servants to resist them, to preserve the chain of 
events as they occurred. 

The first notice of the establishment of the English 
Company reached the President and Council of the London 
Company, at Surat, in April 1699, and as it came by an Inter- 
loper, (the Shrewsbury Galley), it was published in such a 
manner, as discovered that the Interlopers were, in revenge 
for the opposition shown to them by the London Company, deter- 
mined to support the English Company. This conduct proceeded 
from the expectation, that they could more easily evade the 
measures of inexperienced Adventurers, than the observation of 
the London Company’s servants, who, for so many years, had 
been habituated to their smuggling and illicit projects. 

Mr. Lucas, to whom the Shrewsbury Galley was consigned, 
communicated a copy of the Act of Parliament to the President, 
and, in company with Mr. Bowcher and Doctor Leckie, made 
the event known to the Governor, who sent for the London Com- 
pany’s broker, that he might ascertain the fact. With great 
prudence, the broker informed him, that the President and 
Council had received no such information, and that the Interlo- 
pers should not be believed. 

The Governor, on the following day, sent for the President The Cover- 

nor of Surat 

and Council to his house, and, in the presence of the Interlopers, interrogates 
and the principal merchants of Surat, asked them if they acknow- 

ledged 
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CHAP. Il l, ledged the Act of Parliament : — ^they replied that they did, but, 
1699 - 1700 . that the London Company were allowed, by it, to trade till Sep- 

EnglishCom- ^ ^ 

pny, and tember 1701 : and that they had received no orders to resign their 
kaving the rights to the persons who came by the Shrewsbury Galley, nor had 
these persons any power to dismiss them : — on this information, 
the Governor ordered the Company’s broker, on pain of corporal 
punishment, to give security, that the President and Council 
should not leave the town, and confined them to the Factory, 
till such security should be given ; — ^subsequently, he ordered 
their broker not to pay any money to them, till he should examine 
the Company’s accounts. In a few days, the Governor 
sent for the Shroffs, and ordered the principal of them to be 
beat, till they gave an account of what bullion the Company 
had sold to them, and what price they had paid for it. To this 
severity, the President was of opinion, the Governor had been 
instigated by the scandalous aspersions of the Interlopers, who 
represented that the Company had been dissolved, for com- 
mitting piracies in India, and by the loss of two lacks of 
rupees, which he had sustained by the capture of the Quedali 
Merchant, by Kidd, the pirate ; losses which he, by this expe- 
dient, sought to recover from the Company. 

Lucas, not contented with this conduct, acted as if he, 
himself, had been vested with authority by the English Company, 
and set out, attended by a large retinue, to purchase an 
investment for his ship, at Ahmedabad, at which he represented, 
that the London Company’s servants had now no authority to 

obstruct 
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obstruct him j but, in this project, he was resisted by the 
brokers of the London Company. i699-noo- 

While the Presidency were in this situation. Sir Nicholas Arrival of Sir 

Nicholas 

Waite, the English Company’s President for Surat, arrived Waite at 

Bombay, 

olF Bombay, on the 11th January 1699-1700, and noti- where his au^ 

thoritjr waa 

ficd to Sir John Gayer his appointment to be the King’s disay>wedby 
Minister, and Consul General for the English nation, and re- 
qnired compliance with whatever orders he might issue : — Sir 
John Gayer, in answer, disavowed any authority which Sir 
Nicholas Waite might pretend to have, over the London Com- 
pany’s servants, both because, by the Act establishing the English 
Company, the London Company were entitled to carry on their 
trade till September 1701, and, because it exempted them from 
the payment of the five per cent, duty for the maintenance of 
public ministers. 

When Sir Nicholas Waite found he could make no sir Nicholas 
impression on Sir John Gayer and his Council at Bombay, he at Su^Tod 
sailed for Surat, where he arrived on the 19th January, and 
notified his commission to the President and Council, requiring co'm^ny’s 
them to strike the St. George’s, or Company’s Flag, as he bore their houses, 
the commission of Vice Admiral, and would allow no other flag 
than his own. The President and Council, for the same reasons 
assigned by Sir John Gayer, at Bombay, refused to comply, and 
were protected by the new Governor and his principal officers, 
who informed Sir Nicholas Waite, that the commission, “ or 
“ Phirmaund,” of the King of England, was of no authority at 
Burat, unless admitted by an order of the Mogul, and that the 

London 
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— thlt vto- 
Jeoce resent* 
ed by the 
Governor, as 
an insult to 
the Mogul. 


President 
Colt refuses 
to acknow* 
ledge Sir Ni- 
cholas 
Waite’s as- 
sumed supe- 
rior autho- 
rity. 


London Companj had the Emperoi^s authorhy fbruafng i^eir 
flag. Conceiving this to be an aflnont on his dignity, Sir 
Nicholas Waite, after a long correspondence with the President 
and Council, determined to use force, and accor£ngly, on the 
27th January, landed two captains of ships, and forty men, at 
Swally, with orders to strike the London Company’s flag. 

This violence, intended to disgrace the Liondon Company, in 
fact, was the most effectual means which Sir Nicholas Waite 
could employ for their protection ; for when the Governor and his 
principal oflicers, were informed of the outrage, and that the flag » 
had actually been struck by force, they immediately issued orders, 
that it should be re-hoisted : — ^the effect of these transactions upon 
the Natives, who could not comprehend the distinction between 
the London and English Companies, and who saw that the Lon- 
don Company, notwithstanding the assertions of their being 
dissolved, remained in possession of Bombay, was a belief, that 
the whole had been a fabrication of the Interlopers, and a scheme 
calculated to uphold their private trade. 

When Sir Nicholas Waite found that he could not prevail in 
his plan of having the London Company suppressed, he protested 
against President Colt’s issuing passes to the country vessels, as an 
authority with which he, alone, was vested : — in reply, the President 
denied that he had granted such passes, since Sir Nicholas Waite’s 
arrival had been notified to him. Under these circumstances, the 
transactions of this season closed with a conference, in which Sir 
Nicholas Waite, on the one hand, insisted on his superior autho- 

rity. 
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rity, and the President and Council, on the other, waved the 
acknowledgement' of it. lesa-noo. 

It may easily be supposed, that, in this situation, both Sir 
John Gayer and President Colt felt their situations to be irksome 
and perilous ; for the former desired leave to resign, on accuunt 
of ill health, and the latter, in two years from the date of his 
application. 

The measures adopted for trade, and regarding the depen- Trade at Su* 

rat, and on 

dencies on Bombay and Surat, under such circumstances, were ihe Malabar 

Coast, 8U.S- 

limited and embarrassed. Sir John Gayer reported to the Court, pended, from 

these eveuis, 

that he acquiesced in, and would observe their orders, respecting 
President Pitt’s authority at Fort St. George, and had suspended 
the building of additional fortifications at Anjengo, because the 
Dutch were withdrawing their Factories and , establishments, on 
the Malabar Coast, Imving found it impracticable to engross the 
whole of the pepper trade of (hat country; — and that the trade 
and revenue of Bombay had been much injured by the Portu- 
guese, who had endeavoured to obstruct the communication 
between the Islands of Salsette and Bombay. (’> 

VOL. III. 2 S The 


(1)— Letters from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court, 3l8t March, 10th 

April, lOlh July, 21st and 25th August 1699. Letter from the General and Council at 

Bombay to the President and Council at Surat, 30lh May 1699. Letter from Sir Juhn 

Gayer to the Court (private) 18th August 1699.— Correspondence between Sir John Gayer 

and Sir Nicholas Waite, 1 1th and 15th January 1699 1700. Letters from the Prcbidcntand 

Council* of Surat to the Court, jyth April 1699, 19lh January I699-1700, 28ih March 

lyoo. Correspondence between the President and Council of Surac, and l Aicas and 

Boucher, the Interlopers, 8th, 9th, llth and 12th April 1699. Letter from tlic 

President and Council at Surat to the General and Council at Bombay, loih Apr.l 
iGgg,,— — Letter from President Colt to tlie Court (private) 15th July 
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iW^^noo. 
jn^eaipect of 
tbe Penian 
trade unfa- 
vourable at 
the opening 
of the leaioo. 


The CcMupany’s ai&in in PsisiA^ tbis seaaon, nsaiuneil 
the most opposite ai^pects in the first part of it, the a^inintages 
which were expected from the new Phirmaands, were,, hy the 
intrigues of the Dutch, in srane degree frustrated ;; but, towarda 
the dose of it, an unexpected tisit of Ihe Persian Monarch 
to the English Factory at Ispahan, not only gave bq>es that 
the priTileges which had been granted, would be confirmed, but 
that the English customs and trade would be permanently 
established. 

A part of the arrears, as stated in the preceding season, 
had been paid, by thirteen hundred and forty maunds of silk ; 
and (waving the customs of the year which had been disputed,} 
expectations were entertained, that the whole would be dis- 
charged; — the Dutch, however, continued to represent at 
Court, that the part of the silk which could be exported by 
sea, had, by contract, been granted to them; and that the 
payment of any part of the customs to the English, in that 
article, was a violation of a positive agreement with their 
nation. This objection would have been unavailing, had not 
the Shahbunder at Gombroon been brought over, by bribes, to 
the Dutch interest, and threatened to compel the English, 
like other nations, to pay customs at that port ; and, besides, 
charged the English Agent with having received thirteen 
hundred tomands more than he acknowledged : — this dispute 

led 


— Correspondence between Sir Nicholas Waite and the President and Council 'of Surat, 
22d, 23d, 25tb,and 28lh January, 1st February, 28th, 29th, and 30th March, 1^3- 1 700, 
Ist, 2J, 4th and lOth April 1700. 
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led to tlife OpiiiiMi, that no farther silk wWd 
in paytoent of customs, as the Shahbunder had seconded a 
petition of the Dutch to the King, praying for a fulfilment 
of the contract with their nation, granting them the exclusive 
privates of exporting silk from Gombroon. 

If such were the unfevourable aspects, both at the dose of <»f 

the last, and at the opening of the present season, of the effects 
of the Phirmaund and Kogoms, and such the check given to the 
privileges and trade of the London Company, an unexpected 
event, or a visit paid by the King of Persia to the English *”*"“**•• 
Factory at Ispahan, again turned the balance in favor of the 
London Company. 

It does not appear, from the letters of Agent Bruce, at 
Ispahan, to what cause this unexpected visit could be ascribed ; 

— ^he stated, only, that the King, on passing the English Fac- 
tory, was pleased with its exterior appearance, and expressed 
his intention to visit it, if consistent with his dignity : — finding, 
on the Registers being examined, that Shah Abbas the Great 
had visited the English Factory, after the taking of Ormus, he 
considered this precedent as a sufficient reason for gratifying 
his curiosity on the 23d of July 1699, therefore, a message 
was sent, that, on the following morning, the King would 
come to the Factory every preparation was made that was 
practicable, under the inspection of Persian officers, to have 
the great room fitted up, and a throne erected with suitable 
magnificence : — ^the passages and garden-walks were covered 
with rich carpets and the finest English cloth ; and a collation 

2 S 2 of 
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chap, hi . of fruits and rich wines prepared j — ^Ae English then retired:' 
itiys-noo, from the Factory, and left the charge of it to women, with 
instructions to receive, with all possible solemnity, the Monarch, 
and the X^adies of his Haram, by whom he was attended,, 
leaving only three petitions, one apologizing for the inadequate 
pomp,, with, which, they could receive the Monarch.; another 
praying “ directions might be given to the eunuchs, to prevent 
“ persons from attempting, by means of the holes in the buildings, 
“ to look at the King and his attendants and a third, that asy 
on so honorable an occasion, they could not disturb his Majesty 
with their requests, he would be pleased to order the Ettimau 
Doulut to receive them; 


The King was not only gratified with his reception; and 
the presents of fruits and wines offered for his acceptance, but 
intimated his intention to. visit the Factory a second time. 
Though the cxpcnces of this visit amounted to four hundred 
tomands, or above sSl,200 sterling, the Agent informed the 
Court, that they were unavoidable, and might be attended 
with consequences,, which would amply repay the Company, by 
placing their trade and privileges on a more certain basis. 


than any on which they hud, hitherto, rested. 
fhe^Agent’a^ petition of the Agent to the Ettiman Doulut prayed 

fbe'persian payment of the arrears of customs, exemptions from 

tbUocrasicn. ^-’^rtain duties, permission to export sequins and silver, and 
an order to the Shahbunder, at. Gombroon, prohibiting him. 


in future, from molesting the English in the enjoyment of their 


privileges, or obstructing their trade.. 


The 
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Sir 

The Agent, on this occasion, submitted to the Court, that c hap, nn 
a letter from the King of England to the King of Persia, with; i69!#-noo/ 
suitable presents, would facilitate his obtaining the necessary pro- 
tection and exemptions, for establishing the Company’s trade 
in its fullest extent. The Shahhunder at Gombroon, on re- 
ceiving intelligence of the King’s condescension and favor,, 
paid one year’s customs, and promised a farther payment of 
two thousand tomands, of arrears, the ensuing March ; and- 
prohibited the Dutch, under a positive order fromthe King, to- 
erect a Fort, or castle, at^ Gombroon. 

This unexpected favor shewn to the English, excited the The Dutch ’ 

^ solicit a visit I 

jealousy of the Dutch, in the highest degree, who employed 
every art, and offered large bribes to the attendants of the King, 
to induce him to visit their house, or Factory, representing the 
English Company, and nation, as inferior to their own, their. 
Stadtholder beitig King of England. 

To counteract this misrepresentation, the Agent, with con- Honorary 

presents by 

.siderable ability, explained the obligations of the Dutch to the jj'e K'ng of 
Crown of England, and described their Company, as the .servants * ’ 

of Merchants only, who had no King, that could render them 
worthy of the notice of the Persian Monarch; — the request of 
the King’s visit to the Dutch Factory, was, therefore, refused ; 
and though his second visit to the English Factory did not take 
place, the Agent received, from the King, on the 2d September 
1699, “ the Khelaut,” or vest of honour, a rich sword, and a 
horse; — these favourable appeiu'anccs induced him to inform 

the.; 
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CHAT. IP . the Court, that he had the firmest reliance on the Company's 

isaaaabo. privileges being confirmed, and their trade 4 >rotected. 0 > 

Critical *!(u- The situation of the London Company's affairs at Fort St. 

.ation of Fort , ^ • , 

8t. George, Georoe, and on the Coromandel Coast, in the same manner as 

from the o['« 

.position of on the Malabar Coast, was affected by the circumstances in which 

the English 

Company’s the power of the Mogul, and of the Nabob, were placed, at the 

Agents, and ° 

the devasta- time when the obstructions from the Interlopers and pirates, were 

tions of the » i ^ 

Hin* oo*a"r** sccooded by the arrival of the English Company’s Agents. On 

^ctnity '** reaching Madras, these Agents assumed the public characters of 
Ambassador and Consul, and professed their object to be, not 
only to establish a new English interest, but to wrest from the 
London Company the privileges they had acquired, for more than 
half a century, under the Pfairmaunds and Perwannahs purchased 
for valuable considerations. The fact, at this time, was, that in the 
beginning of this season, 1699-1700, the President of Fort St. 
George had jiaid fifteenh undred pagodas to the Nabob, for a 
Perwannah, entitling the Company to a full right to Fort St. 
David ; and that, on this basis, he had purchased, at that place, an 
investment, estimated at two lacks and a half of pagodas, which 
he adduced, as an irrefragable evidence of the confidence which 
the London Company’s servants had, in the validity of their 
rights, and in the returns which they expected to receive, from 
the profits of their trade. 

These 

(1) — Letters from the Agents and Councils of Ispahan and Gombroon to the Court 
and from Ispahan to Gombroon^ 30th March, 3tb and 29th July, l6lb, 19th and 27th 
August and 9th September 1699. 
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These events, l^wever, comddering the accounts |^ven c hav-hi . 
of the decline of the Mogul power in the Carnatic, from 
its army being obliged to be continually in the held, to 
keep in check the hovering armies of the Hindoos, discover,, 
that any grants which could be purchased, either from the' 
acknowledged Sovereign, or from the Hindoo chiefs, en- 
deavouring to wrest his conquests from him, were rather to be 
deemed a foundation for claims on the ultimate victor, than a 
permanent recognition of rights and privileges : — this appeared 
from the order of the Mogul to stop all trade, till security 
should be given, as at Surat, for whatever damages might be 
occasioned by the pirates j hence the resolution which was taken 
to fortify the Black Town of Madras, at the charge of the 
inhabitants, and the demand of the President to have a supply 
of men and arms for its defence. The army of Zulfaker Khan, 
was, at this time, hovering round the English bounds, and 
threatening to deprive them of all tenures, which the London. 

Company might either solicit or purchase. 

The relations between the London Company, and the intemperate 
Mogul and subordinate Princes, were thus situated, when the ‘jj® Engiub 

o Company 8 

English Company’s ship, London, arrived, on the 3d July 
1699, having on board their principal Factors ; and on the Madras. 
28th July, their ship, De Grave, anchored in Madras Roads ; 

— Consul Pitt, on his arrival, notified to President Pitt his cha- 
racter, as Consul for the English nation, and President for the 
English Company, on the Coromandel Coast, in the same manner 
as he previously had done, to the Deputy Governor of Fort St. 

David. 
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' I^avid. The terms in which this notihcation was expressed, and 

j6!/9-noo. gufjinission to his authority required, were dictatorial, if not 
imprudent, if, at this distant period, we can judge, from their 
being accompanied with a request to receive information and 
assistance* in his new undertaking, from the President of Fort 
St. George ; and the answer of President Pitt, his cousin, was 
not less authoritative, though, considering his situation, more 
prudent : — President Pitt stated, that as the London Company 
were allowed, by Act of Parliament, to continue in the exercise of 
their trade, till September I7OI, he could not recognize the 
authority of any superior, but their Court of Committees, and, 
consistently with his duty, neither would order a salute, nor 
strike his flag, at the Consul’s orders. 

Con*ul put Consul Pitt, on this refusal, sailed to Masulipatam, at which 

EnglisliConi- hc proposed to establish the scat of the English Company’s 

pany’s seat < f 

trade at Ma- Govcriunciit and trade i — on reaching this port, he established a 

sulipatam, 

.ind desires Factory, or house, and formed his new Council, on the same 

that his ail- 

thority miglit principle as observed by the Agents and Councils of the Lon- 

be recogniz- * * 

edby the jon Company : — he then sent an official notification to President 

President of ^ 

Fort St. Pitt at Fort St. George, of his office of King’s Consul on the 

George. 7 cj o 

Coromandel Coast, and required, that his commission should be 
publicly read at Fort St. George, the town of Madras, at 
Vizagapatain, and, dn general, at all the Factories and stations 
belonging to the London Company. President Pitt, considering 
this notification, as an infringement of the London Company’s 
rights, and an insult on his own authority, instead of entering 
into any explanations with his new rival, issued an order, in 

Council, 
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Council, under the Company’s seal, to all their smrants under 

his authority, not to obey any orders which they might receive i®99-noo. 

from Consul Pitt, or the English Company, explaining this order 

to proceed on the terms in the Act of Parliament,, which conti> 

nued the trade of the London Company, till September I 7 OI, and,. 

in his opinion, exempted them from the duty of ^5 per cent., for 

the maintenance of Ambassadors, or Consuls, sent to India. 

The characters of the London Company’s President, Thomas 
Pitt, and the English Company’s Consul', John Pitt, were equal- 
ly marked by zeal in the service of their employers, but distin- 
guished by the former possessing prudence, as well as firmness, 
and the latter, spirit, unguided by discretion : — ^both, how- 
■ ever, were unfit for temporizing or conciliatory measures ; and 
perhaps to this circumstance, and to the superior talents of 
President Pitt, the London Company owed the preservation, 
not only of their forts and Factories, but the provision of 
their investments, and the maintenance of their trade, in a 
country where the Natives had been habituated to transact with 
them, but could not comprehend the meaning of a new 
Association of English merchants, arriving to question the 
authority of those, whom they still observed in possession of 
the fortified stations and Factories^ 

Afiairs were thus situated, when Sir William Norris arrived waiiam' 

• at Masufipatam, in September 1699, and notified his appoint- 
ment, as Ambassador from the King of England to the Great 
Mogul ; a notification which appeared to the Native Governor 
of Masulipatam, as well as to the Nabob, to be unintelligible, Preiident 

2 T while 
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CHA p. i iL while they observed the President and Council of Fort Stj. 

of George disavowing his power, and keeping possession of the’ 

George, established and recognized seats of English trade. To remove 

which both ^ ° 

Inowie'ige^*^' impression, Consul Pitt signified to Mr Lovell, the London 
Company’s Factor at Masulipatam, the arrival of the Ambas- 
sador, and ordered him to attend him, on his landing ; an order 
to which Mr. Lovell declined paying any obedience, till ho 
should receive instructions from President Pitt and his Council. 

In an official letter. President Pitt, under the Company’s 
seal, protested against Sir William Norris’s interference in any 
application w'hich the London Company might make to the 
Native Governments, that might affect the rights they had 
purchased and enjoyed, because they were not subject to 
the control of any public minister, during the continuance of 
their term of trade ; and, at the same time, addressed the 
Governor of Masulipatam, and the new Nabob, “ Meddea Khan 
Bcjigue,” soliciting their protection to the London Company, 
explaining the reason, why their Factors had not waited on 
them, to be, the measures of the Agents of the English Com- 
pany, which had prevented their discharging this duty. 

Such, from the correspondence of the London Company’s 
President and Council jU Fort St. George to the Court, and 
their communications to Sir John Gayer at Bombay, were the 
measures which they observed in fulfilling the instructions to wave 
any acknowledgment of the authority of the Agents of the English 
Company, and to preserve from their interference, the rights 

and 
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and privileges on the Coromandel Coast, which had been ^ • 

acquired by the efforts of so many years, and at so great an 
expence, by the London Company/*) 

The proceedings of the London Company’s servants in 
Bengal, this season, were founded on the Nish^n which Ben- 

gal> and hia 

they had obtained from the Prince, in the preceding year, 
and on their confidence in the validity of this grant, and being 
able, under it, to dispatch the Company’s ships with full car- * 

goes ; it may, therefore, be inferred, that the Mogul’s authority 
was less disturbed in the Bengal Provinces,- than, from the 
preceding recital, it appears to have been in the vicinity of the 
other principal seats of the London Company’s trade : — the 
obstructions, therefore, which Mr. Beard, who had succeeded 
Mr. Eyre, as Chief of the London Company’s Settlements in 
Bengal, had to encounter, arose chiefly from the interference 
of the ' English Company’s President and Consul, Sir Edward 
Littleton, who arrived at Hughly in July 1699, and intimated 
his character as President of the English Company, and Consul 
for the English nation in Bengal, to Mr. Beard and his Council. 

The conduct of Sir Edward Littleton, on this occasion, was 
more conciliatory than that of Consul Pitt at Masulipatam 
instead of commanding Mr. Beard to acknowledge his authority, 

2 T 2 and 

(l)-^Letters from the President and Council at Fort St. George to the General and 

Council at Bombay and Surat, 2d May, 3d June, 19lh July, and 12th Augi^st 1699. 

Correspondence between President Thomas Pitt and Council at Fort St, George, and Consul 
John Pill, and Sir William Norris at Masulipatam, 20th, 23d, 26th, August, 21st September 

1699, and 16th January I699-170O. LcUers from the President and Council at Foit 

St. George to the Nabob and the Governor of Masulipatam, l6th January 1099- 170a. 
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CTAP.iii . ;an 4 relinquish his onm, be requested his good offices in u 

1699.1700. friendly manner, but intimated, that he expected he would not 
again interfere in the affairs of the Durbar, or grant English 
passports to country ressels, because this power was vested in 
bimself, as Consul, and could not be legally questioned by the 
Agents of the London Company : — a correspondence ensued 
between them, in which Sir Edward Littleton solicited Mr. 
Beard’s friendship, and requested him to bimish him with 
pilots, &c., and Mr. Beard, with much firmness, evaded the 
acknowledgment of this authority, and explained his conduct 
to proceed from his duty to the London Company, to defend 
their rights and character, and to maintain the full enjoy- 
ment of their privileges till 370L under the Mogul’s Phir- 
maund and the Prince’s Nishiln; adding, that their servants 
were more xx)mpd;ent to manage the interests of their superiors, 
and of the English nation, than strangers, whatever their rank 
or character might be, who could only be competent to act, 
and to preserve such rights, as they might purchase or acquire. 
In conveying an account of his conduct to Sir John Gayer, Mr. 
Beard added, that his utmost exertions should be used, to pre- 
serve and to maintain the London Company’s rights, and pro- 
mote their trade.t') 

(l)->-'Letters between Agent Beard at Calcutta, and Sir Edward Littleton at Ballasore, 
28 th and 29th July I699.— Letter from Agent Beard and Council at Calcutta to the 
General and Council at Bombay, 9th August 16Q9, 
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CHAP.tlL 

1699.1100. 


ENGLISH COMPANY. 

The domestic transactions of the English Company, during Relative pre- 
the season (1699-1700), consisted rather of a recapitulation of theEngiiah 
their instructions to the persons appointed to act as Presidents, Companieiat 
or Consuls, than of new projects for the establishment of settle- 
ments and trade : — ^it is remarkable, however, on more fully 
considering their relative situation to the London Company, to 
which they were continuing to make inefiectual approaches for 
an Union, that, instead of directing, as at their outset, their chief 
attention to 6x the seats of their Government at a distance 
from those of the London Company, they, this season, 
followed the same line with the Company they had been en- 
deavouring to ruin, and fixed on Surat, as the chief seat of 
their Government and trade : — Whence they conveyed their general 
orders to Sir Nicholas Waite, thgir President, or Consul, at 
Surat, to be communicated to Sir William Norris, who was 
supposed, by them, at the date of their first dispatches of this 
season, to have arrived at the Mogul's court, to solicit and 
acquire privileges for the English Company, or nation. 

The Ambassador, therefore, appears to have been vested, 
rather with discretionary powers, and sent cm a mission of ex- 
periment, than under any instructions from his superiors, or 
precise objects for his attention; the orders were, therefore, 

repeated 
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chap, hi . repeated by the Court to Sir Nicholas Waite, to be particular in 

ibititfiiuo. jjjg inquiries, for ascertaining the rights and privileges of the 
London Company, at Surat, Bombay, the Malabar Coast, and 
in Persia, because^ in the event of an Union, they wished to 
be informed of the foundation of those demands which the Lon- 
don Company could make, and of the conditions to which the 
English Company could agree : — it appears, however, that, 
hitherto, little progress had been made by the persons employed 
to negotiate an Union with the London Company, which con- 
tinued “obstinate,” notwithstanding the notice given them of the 
period when their privileges would cease. 

Tlie Court of Directors of the English Company^ in the 
progress of the season, informed the Consul at Surat, that affairs 
had assumed a new aspect ; for a Bill had been introduced into 
Parliament, in favour of the London Company, which continued 
them a Corporation, entitled to trade on the proportion of the 
stock of the English Company for which they had subscribed, 
“ but which placed them on no better footing than the Mercers’ 
“ Company, or ou any other Corporation in London, which 
“ might chuse to subscribe, and subjected them to the payment 
“ of five per cent, for the maintenance of public ministers — 
tins claim they attempted to illustrate, by a comparative account 
of the value of their own, and of the stock of the London Com- 
pany ; an account, however, which is in direct opposition to the 
ctatement which the London Company conveyed to their servants, 
of the value of, their stock, as evidence of their credit. 


The 
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The Court informed Sir Nicholas Waite, in March 1699- 
1700 , that “ the stock of the London Company had been 
“ managed with great art, and had risen, at one time, as 
“ high as ^135 per cent. ; but that this price- had induced 
“ many of the proprietors to sell out, which had again reduced 
“ it below . 3^100 per cent., while the paid in, on the 

“ stock of the English Company, was currently sold for above 
“ ^ 150 .” 


CHAP. HI. 


1699 noo. 
Contradicto- 
ry accounts 
of (he value 
of the En- 
glish Com- 
pany’s stock, 
from those 
tranimitted 
by the Lon- 
don Com- 
pany to their 
servants. 


The rivalship of the two Companies, it is to be recollected, 
did. not constitute the whole of the difficulties in England, 
there being proprietors of the General Society (whose stock 
amounted to about ^20,000) who did not come into the Joint 
Stock of the English Company, and fitted out two small 
vessels for India, which were protected by the English Company’s 
licence ; it was, however, in future, to be understood, that if 
any other vessels, belonging to private merchants, should attempt 
trading within the Company’s limits, without their licence, 
such vessel was to be seized : — they thus manifested a jealousy 
of Interlopers, a description of traders so recently their own, and 
for whom they had pleaded, as deserving encouragement, because 
they extended the trade and navigation of the kingdom. 

Having given this view of their relative situation, with 
respect to the London Company, the Directors of the English 
Company issued a general order, that their Presidents, or 
Consuls, alone, were entitled to grant passes to country vessels, 
or to make applications, through their Ambassador, to the 
Native Powers, for grants or privileges to the English Nation, 

and 
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CHAP. III. 

I699^aw. 


Equipments 
and stock of 
the English 
Company for 
Surat. 


Instructions 
to Consul Pitt 
on the Coro- 
mandelCoast. 


and that, in asserting this right, they were to notify, m the- 
most public manner, that the English Company were not tO' 
be answerable for the debts of the London Company. 

The equipments of the English Company, consigned to- 
Surat, were, the Rook Frigate, with a stock, estimated at 
5^12,400, to be employed,, while her investment was preparing,, 
in cruising against the pirates; the Canterbury and the Albe- 
marle, with a stock estimated at ^ 25,000 each, to be laid 
out, in general, on a proper investment of Surat goods, with 
the exception of the articles described in the India Prohibition. 
AciO) 

If the instructions of the Directors of the English Com- 
pany, to Surat,, were necessarily illustrations, only, of those of 
the preceding year,, the orders to Consul John Pitt,, whom they 
had appointed their President, with authority over such settle- 
ments and trade as he might establish on the Coast os Coro- 
mandel, were equally narrow, and, indeed, from, the nature 
of the case, not having, as yet, heard cither of the measures,, 
or of the success or failure of his attempts to establish Factories- 
or trade, they could not take a wider range ; the same informa- 
tion, therefore, for his conduct, and that of the Ambassador, is 
repeated to the persons intrusted with the experiments to be 
made on the Coromandel Coast, and the same accounts of the 
ineffectual attempts at an Union with the London Company, 
and of the Acts of Parliament, for continuing them a Cor- 
poration, 

( I )— “Letters from the Court to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 3 d August, 
30 tk December 1699, 3 d February, 15 lh March 1699-1700, and 12th April 170O. 
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poratioo, and for prohibiting the importation of India wrought chap, nr . 
goods, are given, whh those sent by the London Company to 
their jservants,:— it was, ,hc|wever> held to he material, to con- 
vey to Consul Htt, and to copimunicate to Sir Edward Littleton 
in Bezigah. the d^ee of opposition in . trade which they would 
hava to er^erience from the Loudon Company, who were pro- 
ceej^g ** strenuously’’ in equipping a considerable fleet, and 
bad embarked a very farge stock. Besides, that Mr. (now Su* 

Charles) Eyre, who had so long presided over the London 
Company’s Settlements in Bengal, was proceeding to India, with 
discretionary powers, to push the applications for grants to the 
. uhnost extent, and to employ large sums, in. anticipating the 
English Company in the markets. To meet this opposition, 
they had equipped, two ships for Coast and Bay, with a stock 
estimated at about ^60,000 in btdlion, and ^5,500 in goods, 
in each ship.. . These orders varied respecting settlements, 
by suggesting Masulipatam, as a preferable seat of trade to 
Madapollam, and the expediency of establishing a Factory at 
Porto Nova^'^ 

The orders of the Coiut of X>irecto|^ to their servants inrtrucUons 
in Bemoai<, ccmsisted a repetition of those to Surat and.^^’^i^],. 
the Coast, ;the addition, to Sir Edward Littleton, to make 
purchases of goods of the best quality, and to exert his utmost 
VOL. 111 . 2 U ■ . endeavours 

4 , 

(1) — Letters from the Court of Directors of .Ute Eogliih CompsDX to John Pitt, Esq. 
and Council, on the Coast of Coromandel, SOth December I0g9, sth and SOth lanoarx 
1 ^ 1700 , and I2tb April ITDO. 
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CHAP. III. 

leWnoo. 


Speculation 
of ostdhlish- 
ing a trade at 
I lie Island of 
Borneo, and 
connecting it 
with the Chi- 
na trade. 


Endeavours to rival, and to bear down, th6 trade of the London 
Company/’^ 

The knowledge which many of the Directors and servants 
of the English Company had acquired, of the trade in the 
Indian, and in the China Seas, and which the Court had, 
also, drawn from the example of the Dutch, led them to projects 
for obtaining a share in the pepper trade, and, if possible, to con- 
nect with it, enterprizes for opening a trade with China. 
As the Java pepper had been engrossed by the Dutch, and 
the Sumatra pepper was in possession of the London Company, 
who, also, were beginning to engross, by their establishments 
on the Malabar Coast, the pepper in the Peninsula, a new 
eicperiinent was devised for obtaining a proportion of this trade, 
to which they were, perhaps, stimulated by their professions tO' 
Parliament, and to the public, that they would extend the 
English trade to countries,, which the narrow system of the 
London. Company had either neglected, or relinquished. 

This experiment consisted in dispatching a vessel, in the 
preceding season, to Borneo, and was now followed up, by 
the appointment of Mr. Landen, who had formerly visited that 
Island, to be Pi'csident, pro tempore, at any station at which 
he might find it practicable to settle an English Factory : — 
on this project was engrafted the scheme of building ships, from 
an opinion, that large quantities of ship-timber could be found on 

the 


t 


(l) — Letters from the Court to Sir Edward Littleton and Council in Beng^l^ 30ih. 
December 1609, 15lh March 1099-J7OO; and 12th April 17.OO- 
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the. Island'; shipwrights, smiths, and other artificers, therefore, 
were embarked, and the vessels built were to be employed in 
opening trade with China. 

The first object, in this speculation, was to purchase 
pepper ; — ^^the ships intended for China were to touch at Banjar- 
Massin, to take such produce as could be procured; and Mr. 
Landen was, also, to obtain information on the subject of the 
gold and diamond trade at Suedadania, and to proceed with 
whatever proportion of those valuable articles he might collect, 
as resources for the tr^e to China.(') 

The. experiment of opening a trade with China assumed, 
in the progress of the season, a more regular form, for, in 
August 1^99, the Macclesfield Galley was taken up for a voyage 
to China . direct, and to return to England, and Mr. Robert 
Douglas appointed supercargo, with Mr. Biggs (one of the 
London Company’s dismissed servants) to act as his assistant 
the first attempt was to be made at Macao, to try the practica- 
bility of settling at Canton ; but, should thi.s scheme not 
answer, he was to proceed to Amoy : — ^the stock with wliich 
he was in^trusted, . including his own, and Mr. Biggs’ separate 
adventures, amounted to the large sura of ^39,136, to be 
invested in raw-silks, damasks, and teas. 

In the month of November 1699, the Court adopted a 
more regular system for establishing this trade, by appointing 

2 U 2 a 

(l) — Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council at the Island of Borneo, 6th 
May, 26ih September, 3d October, 23d November, 30ih December 1699, and ' 25th 
January 1699-1700. 



■IT /iA'ir:’' 

a President (Mr. Catchpode) who was to be dignified with their 
i6Sf9-noo. favorite character of ^ve a Council of 

four, with two Factors and five Writers,, having the same rank 
and salaries as at their other establishments. Mr. Catchpoole 
sailed in the Baton 'Frigate : — ^the limits of his jurisdiction were 
sufficiently extensive, being to include « the whole Emphre of 
“ China, and the adjacent Islands.” A second ship was added, 
to attempt a Settlement at L#ampo, or Linopo, in the nortli 
of China, or, if this scheme, also, should fail, at the city of 
Nankin : — ^in the event, however, of disappointment, he was to 
dtllect, at those places, what goods he could purchase^, and then 
proceed to Canton, and settle at that port } where a oommon table 
WEfi to be kept for the Merchants, Factors, and- Writers.^ The 
general object was to promote the sale of English woolly ma- 
nufactures, and to collect an investment of ‘the China goods 
enumerated in the instructions to the supercargo of tibe Maccles- 
field Galley} and, as an encouragement, the Compan3/^s servants 
were licensed to trade, on their own account, from port to port, 
and to be allowed to send gold home, which the Company would 
exchange for silver. At the close df the season a new ship, the 
Liampo Frigate, of one hundred and sixty tons, was purchased 
and dispatched for China, with a stock estimated at s€ 3 , 800 . 

Such were the speculations of the English - Company, 
during tlie second year of their prDgressi<’> 

Tlie 


(1) — Lette r of Instructions from the Court to Mr. Douglas^ Supercargo for China, 3d 

August Commission and Instructions to the President and Council in China, 23 d 

November 
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The first intelligence received by the English C!ompany, The ruin or 

the two Com- 

addressed to their Court of Directors, at Skinner’s Hall (as ponies in io< 

^ dia, only pre- 

mu^t have been anticipated, from the characters of their Pre- vented by the 
sidents, or Consuls, and the nature of their instructions) con- ‘i*® Mogul 

sisted chiefly of the recital of the struggles, between them and 
the IVesidents and Councils of the London Company ; the one,, 
under the higher titles of Ambassador and Consul, making 
cflforts to introduce a new English interest and trade, and the 
Other, reastihg,, by every means which prudence and experioice 
could suggest, innovations, which struck, not more at all 
the rights r and privileges which, for a century, they had 
been purchasing, or had acquired, than at the continuance of 
a direct trade between England and the East-Indies. It would 
be superfluous- to detail the events,, at each of the stations of 
trade in the Peninsulu of India, originating in enterprize, and 
m self-defence, without referring to the progress of the Eu- 
ropean nations, who sought, since the discovery of the cir- 
cuitous navigation to the East,, the introduction of trade between 
Euixqie and Asia; 

Had the London and English Companies existed, while the 
Portuguese power, in Asia, was unbroken, or even when it was on 

the 

November Letters from the Court to the Fresideot and Council in China, 33 J 

November 1699, and 2d February 1699-1700. 
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the decline, their coni^merclal disputes must have exposed both to 
iiuiiicdiate ruin, and to the contempt of the Native Powers, 
at whose ports each was seeking a trade : — had the same 
impolitic rivalship existed, when Portugal was united with 
Spain, and. during the vigour of the Dutch opposition to 
both, or when the Dutch, power and trade, in Asia, broke 
down, and almost extinguished that of Portugal, the weight 
of the Dutch funds, and the power of their armaments, 
would have crushed the Joint Stock of the London Company, 
and excluded the English Company from a participation in the 
trade: — it is obvious, also, from a retrospect of the state of 
India during, the reign of Akbar, when the English trade’ 
was first attempted, and, in a still stronger degree, during the 
vigour of Aurungzebe’s reign, that had this unwise competition, 
between the subjects of the same country, subsisted, (a compe* 
tition perfectly unintelligible, to the Natives,) the Mogul would 
probably have excluded the English from his dominions; an 
example which would have been followed by the Plindoo Powers ; 
— at the distance of a century, therefore, it appears to, be in-* 
consistent with the wisdom of King William, and of Parliament, 
to. have introduced a rivalship, which was so directly against the 
public interest. The events we are about to unfold will exhibit 
proofs of the truth of this observation ; for the interferences pf 
the Sovereign, and of Parliament, were called on, to. terminate 
this absurd opposition, by the Union of the two Companies. , 
rroreeJings Xlic events at SuBAT, and, subsequently, on the Coromani>f£< 

Ihe'EngUn'h BENGAL, will fuToish fuU evidence of the public 

misfortune 
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ttilsfortihie of substltating theories of trade, for practice, fotinded CjiAP. iii . 
on experience. iC99-niyj. 

C'oTipnny's 

Sir Nicholas Waite reached Surat on the 19th January Consul aiSu- 

r3t. 

1699-1700; hut, previously, Mr. Mcwsc and Mr. Brooke, 
had arrived, on the 16th November 1699 : — though subor- 
dinate Factors only, they published the powers with which 
the English Company were vested, and prepared the President 
and Council of the London Company for the attack in- 
tended on their privileges and trade, as soon as the new 
English Consul should arrive. It was at this crisis, tliat the 
Governor of Surat, who had been friendly to the London Con>- 
pany, died, and that a new Governor, “ Dianat Khan,” was 
appointed, who, of course, must have been a stranger equally to 
the old, and to the new representatives of the English nation ; — 
this change of a Governor occurred, also, at the time when the 
Dutch, feeling the burden of the security-bond which had been 
extorted from them, to compensate for the losses occasioned by 
the pirates, were making applications to be relieved from this 
obligation. 

It may easily be supposed, under such circumstances, that 
the representatives of the London Company, both from their 
instructions, and from a sense of duty, would try every jplan 
to bring over the new Governor to their interest, and would 
send Vakeels to Court, to pre-occupy the ministers of the 
Mogul in their favor; — it may also be supposed, that the 
subordinate servants of the English Company, at Surat, 
would observe these proceedings, and prepare such information 

as 
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CSUVIIU, as they couM cofi^/t» e^aUa^^ii^ Nkib«lli*^^W!Al^ 
i69»*i7oo, them . and hence the Mgret itbich they i^resiNKH^in'h hJidbir' fb'i 
Sir William Norris, that he 'had nctWeeia ortterddNM^cSfly'ftdHI 
England to Surat, as the access, hrom this port^ tO'thi'^sd^t of 
Government would thave been- shorter, and his influmrcC o'd the 
Mogul less obstructed; medn time;; that they Would procure 
-copies of all l%irmaunds, or grants; to' Eni^eah'C(:]to{ianf4^^^^ 
particularly to the London Company, that, on them, he' miglit 
found his application for privileges to the English Compahy. " ' 
Sir Nicholas Waite, on his mrivai, directed his first cai% ' to 
purchase a cargo for one ship, hut complained that his efibrts, 
even in this way, had been obstructed by the servanits dftheLdid* 
don- Company ; — ^instead, however, of condliatirig his doudtiy- 
men; or endeavonring to connect the interests of his employufit, 
tvitb thbse of the London Company, he immediately signified 
to President Colt, his superior power, as Consul^' desirCd his 
acknowledgement of him, in this ca|>acity, and ordefod him to 
strike the flag on the London Company’s house at SwaHy this 
improvident violence was noticed among the events afl^^g tht? 
London Company, and, in fact, obtained fhem the pitofoc^on of 
the Governor, who considered 'S8r NibttnlaS W^e*S *colflidhbt ^ 
an interforence with his authority, Or rather With thbf the 
Mogul, particularly as he had; by force, token dbWh ^e flag, 
which the Govemtu* Ordered to be immediately re-ho&t(M; '* 
Under these circumstances Commodore Waiteh, ^°udi6j»e 
protection Sir Nicholas Wwte depended, died, and was Mcci^ed 
by Cioniimodofe Littleton, Whom Sir Nicholas Waite accus^ of 
' partiality 
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partiality to. the' London Company, because he refused to sup- 

port him in those violent proceedings, to which, as a King’s > 699 -noo. 

officer, he could not give his sanction. 

If the first act of Sir Nicholas Waite was violent, it was Sir Nicholas 

Waite ad- 

succeeded by one still more intemperate : — ^without waiting for dresses letters 

. , , totheMo- 

the arrival of Sir William Norris at the Court of the Mogul, gni, charging 

the London 

or knowing whether he would be favourably received ; and with- Company 

with being 

out even allowing time for his using the information which had parties in the 

“ piracies in 

been collected, respecting Phirmaunds and grants to the English India, 
nation. Sir Nicholas Waite addressed, at once, a letter to 
the Mogul, accusing the London Company of being sharers and 
abettors of the piracies, from which his subjects, and the trade 
-of his dominions, bad suftered, or, in the Consul’s coarse lan- 
guage, “ of being thieves and confederates with the pirates ; ” 
and then intimated his own rank, as President of the English 
Company, and Consul for the English nation, and that he 
was accompanied with a squadron of four men of war, sent 
by the King of England, to be employed, under his direc- 
tions, in capturing and punishing the pirates, and obliging 
them to make restitution of the vessels and property which they 
had taken from the Mogul’s subjects. 

The suspicion which Sir Nicholas Waite expressed to the impartial 

conduct of 

Directors, and, to the Ambassador, of the partiality of Com- Commodor® 

Littleton. 

modore Littleton to the London Company, was, on the Commo- 
dore’s arrival at Surat, refuted by his conduct ; for though he 
did not encourage Sir Nicholas Waite in his arbitrary proceed- 
against the London Company, (protected by law till September 
VOL. HI. 2x iroi) 
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CHA P. III . 1701} he, 9 t the same tme, recognized the rights the 

i6i>»-noo. English Company, hut declined attending Sir Nicholas, Wmte, 
at his public entry into Surat, when he was accompanied by 
the Governor and his son, because such attendapce was not 
his duty, as a King’s officer. The President and Council of the 
London Company jremained, during this ceremony, speetatoi-s 
of what they were sensible, in the opinion of the Natives, would 
be deemed evidence of their decline* 

Sir Nichoia* Sir Nicholas Waite, however, on this occasion, obtained 

Wnite ob- ’ 

tains a Per- 4 Perwannah from the Governor, granting the English Com- 

wannah for ® ^ 

trade at Sa- pany liberty of trade, and an exemption from all debts or 

rat, and pro- * ' •* " a * 

hibits the contracts to which the London Company were liable : — ^He next 

Company’s demanded, that Commodore Littleton should abstain from 

president 

from grant- a|] communication with the President and Council of the 

ing passes to 

London Company; but, instead of complying, this officer 
wrote to President Colt, and his Council, that he would 
protect vessels sailing under their licence: — ^to counterba- 
lance this protection. Sir Nicholas Wmfe ordered Captain Al- 
hson, of the English Company’s ship Norris, tq proceed to the 
river’s mouth, and to stop ajU vessels wearing English colours, 
unless protected by his passJUMits, with the exception of the 
London Company’s vessels, and protested, formally, against 
any obstructions, or force, which Commodore Littleton might 
employ against this order. 

It may be easily supposed, that accusations would be fre- 
quent by both parties by Sir Nicholas Waite endeavouring to 
establish his authority, and by the President and Council of the 

London 
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London Co^^ny, defending their’s. Sir NicKolas WrtiW accused 
Commodore Littleton of having reported^ that tho Ambassador, loya-nou. 
though licensed by the King, was paid by the English Company'} 
of having ordered the King's to be struck on board their 
ships, though he allowed it to be worn by the London Company's 
ships ; and of haidng neglected to give him that salute, on land- 
ing, to which he was entitled, by his character of King* s Consul : 

— not contented with these charges of breach of duty, he accused 
him of having been bribed by Sir John Gayer, and entered a 
formal protest against him ; — ^farther, that on the Consul’s com* 
mission being read to the Governor, he agreed to acknOwledj^ 
it privately, but it was not publicly recognized, for Commodore 
Littleton refused to be present at the ceremony to confirm it ; 
and yet the Governor permitted Sir Nicholas Waite to hoist the’ 

King’s Union flag, a privilege which, had Commo’dore LitttetOri 
been as violent as his accuser, he certainly would have pre- 
vented. These proceedings were followed by an accusation 
against the President of the London Company, for having, 

(after Sir Nicholas Waite’s arrival) given passports to Indian 
ships ; an accusation which Mr. Colt stated to be unfounded, as 
he had only given recommendatory letters, to suOh persons as h'atf 
formerly been ih the Ixmdon Company’s service. 1 hc$e tedious 
proceedings scarcely merit notice, unless to prove, in the very 
outset, that the opposition of the two Companies was endan- 
gering the existence of the English Settlements and trade in 
India. 


2X2 


The 
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i chap. III. The commercial information which Sir Nicholas Waite 
1699 -noo. conveyed to the Court is very limited ; after stating that he 
had found the debts of the London Company not to be so con- 
siderable as had been reported, he intimated, that the ship Nor- 
ris would be dispatched, with a fiill cargo, to Europe ; that the 
Montague had been let on freight to Persia, and that the Rook 
Galley had been dispatched for China, and was to retui-n to 
Mocha.(*^ 

rtatrof”*he ^ preliminary to the proceedings of the Agents sent by 

ln°he^Carna- Eoghsh Company, to fix Settlements and establish trade on 

riod ^ ***** *** Coast op Coromandel, it may be proper to refer to the ac- 

count which those persons gave, on their arrival, of the political 
circumstances of the countries with which they were to form 


a connexion. It may be recollected, that the servants of the 
English Company had been instructed to subvert the privi- 
leges and trade which the London Company had purchased, 
from the successive rulers in the Dccan, and in the Carnatic, 
during the existence of the kingdoms of Visiapore and Gol- 

condah. 


(l)— Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Coancil to the Court of Directors of the 
English Company, and Correspondence between Sir Nicholas Waite and the President and 
Coancil of the London Company at Surat, pth, 1 2th, 22d and 26th January, 20th February, 

1 llh and 1 7th March 1 699-1700, and 9th April 1 700. Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite 

and Council to the President and Council at Masulipatam, and to Sir William Norris, the 
Ambassador, 4th and 12th December 1699, I3tb, 23d and 25tb February I699-170O, anddlh 

April 1700. Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the President and Council 

in Bengal, 4th April 1700. Letter from Sir Nicholas Waite to the Great Mogul, 

December lOctp.— Letter from Sir Nicholas Waite to the Governor of Surat, February 

1699-1700. Sir Nicholas Waite’s Protest against Commodore Littleton, and orders to 

Captain Allison, 12th and Idth March 1699-1700. 
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oondah, and during tbe*. long reign, and active military career c tup , ml 
of Aurungzebe, in his wars to conquer the Decan. je^g-noo. 

At the time when Consul Pitt arrived, and soon ail:er- 
wards, Sir William Norris, the Nabob with whom the London 
Company had been transacting, had been displaced, and “ Med< 

“ dea Khan Beague ” appointed to that station ; but such was 
the declining state of the Mogul power, at this juncture, that 
the general impression was, that this Nabob, instead of being 
established in power by a Phirmaund from the Mogul, was 
only vested with a Perwannah from the Prime Minister, at 
the recommendation of the Mogul’s eldest son ; and, therefore, 
it became doubtful, whether he really was vested with authority 
sufficient to protect the London, or to admit the English Com- 
pany to privileges of trade : — ^these circumstances in the govern- 
ment of the country, if they made the tenures of the London 
Company precarious, rendered the applications of the English 
Company as doubtful, as the grants which they might obtain, 
either through a Consul or Ambassador, might be temporary 
and inefficient. 

With the knowledge of these circumstances, drawn from 
the correspondence of the Agents of the English Company, 
we are prepared to examine the intemperate proceedings of 
Consul Pitt (who was also to be President of such Settlements 
as might be established) and to contrast them with the con- 
duct of President Pitt, his rSation, who was at the head of the 
London Company’s government at Fort St. George, that we may 

discover. 
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discover, from the measures of the one, and of the other, the 
1699-1700. danger to which their opposition exposed the permanepee, or 
safety, of the English trade in that part of India. 

In the month of August 1699, Consul Pitt arrived at 
Masulipatam, and, as his own duty, as well as the object of the 
Ambassador, prescribed, made applications to the Mogul for 
protection. As any establishment which the English Company 
might make, required the employment of persons conversant in 
the language of the country, he engaged a Signor Manuchy to 
act as linguist to the Embassy : — ^this person had been long 
resident in the country, and had been subservient to. the projects 
of Consul Pitt, at the time when he acted as an Interloper or 
Private Trader, only. 

•—solicits a When Consul Pitt arrived at Masulipatam, he notified his 

for trade, till character to the Factors of the London Company, and required 

a Phirmaund 

ihouidbe them to attend him, that they might be informed of the 
procured* 

powers with which he was vested, by hearing his commission 
read, and, at the same time, addressed a letter to the Nabob 
of Golcondah (for such is the title which he gave to the superior 
of Masulipatam} intimating, also, his arrival, and his character 
of Consul of the English nation, with a request for a. Perwan- 
nali to be free from customs on trade, till such time as the 
Ambassador should obtain a Phirmaund from the Mogul : — ^the 
object of these proceedings Consul Pitt explained, to the English 
Company’s Consul in Bengal, to *be, the commencement of 
measures for purchasing an investment, the Perwannah being 

necessary 
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necessary to induce the country merchants to open business with chap, iiu 
him. 

While these events were occurring. Consul Pitt was not PfesWentof 

Fori St. 

satisfied with his reception at Masulipatam, but was disposed 

rather to accept of an otter of a station, at which he might 

. ® rity, as Con- 

establish a factory, at Madapollam. His next step was *“!• 
to notify his arrival, and the nature of his commission, to 
President Pitt, and the Council, at Fort St. George, the cir- 
cumstances attending which have been described in the 
foreign transactions of the London Company. In this situa- 
tion, the Consul explained to the Court of Directors, that 
it would be difficult, on account of the state of the country, 
exhausted by wars and by famine, to purchase an investment, 
but that his intention was, as he had obtained a copy of the 
old Phirmaund, from the King of Goicondah, to the London 
Company, (the only one which had been given, in the name of 
English nation) to persuade the Native officers, if possible, to 
allow him the same privileges, under it, which had been conferred 
on the London Company. Founding on this grant, he intended 
to settle a Factory at Arm agon, at which he had got a Cowl 
for trade ; but explained, that this project was impeded by the 
London Company’s Agent, who had impressed the Native offi- 
cers with an opinion, that the English Company were not entitled 
to any of the privileges which had been confirmed by the Mogul, 
to the London Company. 

Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, arrived at Porto Arrival of sir 

William 

Novo on the 19 th of September, and sent Mr. Harlewyn, one Norris^ and 

of 
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C^P.nr- of l»is secretaries, to notify his character to the Native Go- 

1699-17(0. vernor, and to desire information respectinff the residence of 

first proceed- ^ ® 

E^ba^sjr*** Mogul, to whosc Court he was about to proceed, and re- 
ceived for answer, that the Mogul was at Visiapore : — on this 
occasion. Consul Pitt addressed a letter to Mr. Lovell, the London 
Company’s Agent at Masulipatam, notifying the arrival of the 
Ambassador, and requiring that himself, and the London Com- 
pany’s other servants, should attend the ceremony of his landing. 
The conduct of Mr. Lovell, and of President Pitt, on this oc- 
casion, was marked, for they disavowed the authority of the 
Consul, or the Ambassador, over the London Company’s privi- 
leges and interests. 

Sir William This opposition, between the London and the English 

Norris di- , 

rects Sir Companies, accounts for the intelligence sent to Surat, by Mr, 

Nicholas i a i i . . 

Waite to for- Norris, secretary to the Ambassador, respecting his arrival and 

ward tliepre- . i i o 

sent of ord- landing at Masulipatam, on the 25th September 1699, and his 

nance to the , . , • i ^ 

Mogul. request that persons, instructed in the Moorish and Persian 
languages, might be sent to assist him in his negotiations, and 
that Sir Nicholas Waite might transmit to him copies of all 
Phirniaunds, or privileges, which had been granted to the 
English, with such observations as he had been able to make 
on the subject j pre.ssiiig dispatch, as he had been empowered, 
at the cxpence of ^^20,000, to solicit and to procure from the 
Mogul, an exemption from all duties within his dominions. The 
Ambassador also desired to know, what farther charges he might 
incur, in procuring this great object of his mission, and that Sir 
Nicholas Waite would forward to the Mogul’s campi"'t\ie train of 

artillery> 
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artillery, which had been sent, as a present, by the English ni . 
Company. Sir Nicholas Waite was, also, oi’dered to intimate to icay-noo. 
the President and Council of the London Company at Surat, 
the arrival of the Ambassador, and that he was to proceed to 
the Mogul’s court, to fulfil the object of his mission. 

The account which Sir William Norris gave of his own Reporu, by 

... . , ^ Sir William 

progress, brings into view the state of the English Company’s Non is and 

Consul Pitt, 

aiiuirs, at the close of this season : — ^Iie reported, that after on the state 

of the Eng- 

touching at Porto Novo, being in want of water, he put into IimIi Compa-- 

^ ny’s affairs. 

Madras Roads, where he was respectfully saluted by the Fort, 
but was afraid to land, lest the captains of the fleet which coii" 
ducted him, might be influenced against the English Company’s 
interests, by the President and Council of Fort St. George ; — 
that he was in great want of proper interpreters, and that the 
Native officers had made considerable difficulties in acknow- 
ledging his rank, as an Ambassador ; — that, from not being fur- 
nished with proper equipage, it would be the middh; of April, 
before he could attempt to proceed on his journey ; — that, in 
this interval, he had solicited the Nabob for a Perwannah,- 
granting freedom of trade, till a Phirinaund from the Mogul 
could be obtained, giving, as the reason for his application 
for both, that the London Company, would soon be dis- 
solved; — ^that, though the Nabob had apparently agreed to 
grant the Perwannah, his Duan had demanded fifty, thousand 
rupees, as the amount of duties on customs, owing by the English 
Company, since their Factories had been established ; — that a 
farther demand had been made, founded on a complaint 

2 Y made 
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CHAP. m. made by the Lascars in the fleet, that the wages due to them 
1699- noo, had been withheld, and that his interpreter had been de- 
tained, till this demand was complied with. These insults 
Sir William Norris resented, as contrary to European ideas of 
the character of an Ambassador, without reflecting, that such 
ideas were uninteUigible to a Native Chief : — on these grounds, 
however, he demanded the releaise of his interpreter, as his 
detention was a breach of the law of nations, a law which the 
Nabob did not understand, as he considered the interpreter to 
be a Vakeel only, a character which was not held in high 
estimation in Eastern courts : — the demand, however, was com- 
plied with ; but, it was only from an apprehension that the 
English were preparing to make an attack on the Nabob’s small 
camp, of about a thousand men, near Masulipatam, from which 
he speedily retreated. Tliough the interpreter was released, the 
Perwannah, for freedom of trade, was not granted ; and the 
account of the Embassy closes, this season, with informa- 
tion, that the Ambassador was preparing to set out on his 
mission. 

Tlie explanatio*'<! given by Consul Pitt to the Court, of the 
state of aflairs under his more immediate direction, at this 
juncture, consisted of his opinion, that the charges of the Em- 
bassy would be greater than had been estimated ; — that the 
proceedings of the President of the London Company had been 
insidious, and in contempt of the King’s authority, having 
represented the Ambassador as paid by merchants only, and not 
sent by the King ; — that the investments proceeded with much 

‘ difiiculty. 
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difficulty, the Native merchants having, by bribes, been engaged 
m the interest of the London Company, who, satisfied that they 
could not be called to account, before the expiration of their 
term, had acted in the most illegal manner ; — that their Presi" 
dent had issued a gyotest,. prohibiting all under his jurisdiction 
to pay obedience to the order of the Ambassador, and that Sir 
William Norris, indignant at this conduct, would not receive 
the protest, but, desired Mr. Lovell, whom President Pitt had 
sent M'ith it, to deliver it to his servant ; — A copy of it, how- 
ever, had been sent home, that the Court might lay it before 
the Secretary of State. 

Under such circumstances. Consul Pitt stated, that he 
had adopted every practicable measure for obtaining stations 
of trade ; — that he had solicited a grant of Deverampaut and 
Madapollam, to be held in the same manner as the London 
Company held Fort St. George and Fort St. David ; and though 
he had obtained permission to trade for two hundred and fifty 
pagodas per annum, the removal of the Nabob had rendered it 
iueflectual; but, that he had purchased a piece of ground at 
Madapollam, for a thousand pagodas, on which it was his in- 
tention to erect a Factory. 

2 y 2 


(1) — Letters from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to the Court of Directors of 
the English Company, and correspondence between Consul Pitt and the President and Agents 
of the London Company, 26th and 28lh July, 2d, 7th, 8th and 26lh August, 13th, 19th, 
2lst and 24ih September, Qth November, 13th December 1699, and 14th March 1699-J700. 

— Letter from Consul Pitt to the Nabob Ullah Khan, Qth August I699. Letters 

from Consul Pitt to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 6th September, 21st and 23d 


CHAP. IIL 
1699-1700. 
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CttAP. III. 

1699 -noo. 
Sir Edward 
Littleton, in 
Bengal, pro- 
hibitt Agent 
Beard from 
n^otiatihg 
the London 
Company's 
flfTairs a^tbe 
Purbar» 


At the time when Sir Edward Littleton, the President and 
Consul of the English Company, for Benoai., reached Ballasore, 
(28th July 1699) the embargo on trade, which the Mogul had 
ordered, in revenge for the losses sustained by the pirates, though 
suspended, had not been removed : — this circumstance accounts 
for the moderation of his conduct, compared with that of Sir 
Nicholas Waite at Surat, or Consul Pitt at Masulipatam ; — ^he, 
’however, notified to Mr. Beard, the London Company’s Agent at 
Calcutta, the character with which he was vested, of President 
for the English Company, and Consul for the English nation, 
and requested his friendly offices, to furnish him with pilots : — 
Had tliis moderation not been accompanied with a kind of inter- 
dict on Mr. Beard’s and the London Company’s authority, it is not 
improbable that the opposition to Sir Edward Littleton’s trading 
would have been less firm, and that his investment for one ship 
might have been procured j but, when he ordered Mr. Beard to 
suspend all applications to the Durbar, and not to interfere with 
those which the Consul was to commence, Mr. Beard, with great 
propriety stood on the defensive, and asserted with spirit, the 
rights of his masters, the London Company : — this firmness was 
shewn, by taking no notice of Sir Edward Littleton’s Bag, as he 

passed 


October 1699, January 16^9-iyoo. Letters from Consul Pitt to Sir Edward Little- 

ton and Council at Bengal, 10th, 18th and 27th August, and 13tb October 1699.— Letters 
from Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, to the Court of the English Company, 1st 
January, and 12th March 1699-1700.— Letter from Mr. Norris, Secretary to the Embassy, 
to Sir Nicholas Waite at Surat, 21st October 1699.— Letter from Lucas, the Interloper, 
at Ahmedabad, to Consul Piet, 2d November 1699. 
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passed Calcutta, and by rejecting his authority, as Consul, over cgAP. Qi 
the London Company’s Factory and servants: — the other Cunr 
suls had complained to the Directors in England, but . Sir 
Edward Littleton, indignant at this reception, addressed a 
complaint to the Duke of Shrewsbury, then Secretary of 
State, that Mr. Beard had offered indignities to the King’s flag, 
and disavowed his authority as Consul. 

Some months elapsed, before Sir Edward Littleton could^ 

(on the 20th January 1699-1700) obtain permission to trade ; 
and, therefore, he explained to his superiors, that the investment 
had been purchased with difficulty, and that it would be very 
late in the season, before the ship could be dispatched. After 
' various applications by the Consul, and refusals by Mr. Beard, 
a prohibition was fixed on the gates of Calcutta, by order 
of Mr. Beard and his Council, enjoining all the English, under 
their protection, to refuse obedience to any orders of President 
Littleton. 

Under such circumstances. Sir Edward Littleton’s situation 
was embarrassing in the extre&e ; — ^two of his Council had died, 
as well as a number of the 'young men in the civil service, the 
mortality also extended to the small military force which had 
been embarked, under a captain, lieutenant, and ensign, intended 
to form liis guard. 


(1) --Letter from Sir Edward LittletoD to Agent Beard and Council at Calcutta^ 28th 
and 29th July 1699,. Letter from Sir Edward Littleton to the Duke of Shrewsbury, 

1 St January 1699-1700. Letter from Sir Edward Littleton and Council at Hughly to 

the President and Council at Masulipatam, 13th February I699-1700. Letter from Sir 

Edward Littleton and Council at Hughly to the Court of Directors, 16th March i699*)700. 
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1700 - 1 . 


LONJDON COMPANY. 


tinned a Body 
Corporate. 


CHAP, in . The form which Annals must assume, of exhibiting only 
I 7 OO-]. the scries of events, though it interrupts their immediate con- 
tioni of the nexion, has the advantage of bringing forward the efiects they 
foreign Set- produce, and, in the subject we are reviewing, exhibits the 
founded on aspects of East-India affairs, inducnced by mercantile and 

the Company , . ... 

being con- political rivalship. 

Thp,t wc may connect the questions respecting the rights 
of the two Companies, as alternately favored by the Legislature, 
with the instructions given to their servants abroad, for their con- 
duct towards the Country Powers, and towards each other, we 
shall observe the same arrangement, as in the preceding season. 

At the close of the year 1699-1700, an Act of Parliament 
passed, which continued, the London Company a Corporation, 
of which the opinion of the Court of the London Company, 
conveyed to the Presidency of Fort St. George, was, that it would 
obviate any impression which might have been made on the 
Native Powers, by the Ambassador and Consuls of the English 
Company, and would shew, that the London Company was not to 
expire at the specified term, but, on the contrary, that they were 
to continue in full right to such Settlements, as they had either 

obtained 
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obtained from the Crown of England, and such Factories and 
privileges as they had purchased from the Mogul, or from any 1700-1. 
of theNativc Princes : — ^this opinion is more fully explained to the 
General at Bombay, and President at Surat, at the opening of 
this season I 7 OO-I. 

The substance of this explanation was, that, by the Act, their 
rights to Bombay, St. Helena, &c., were confirmed to the Lon- 
don Company for ever, as derived from the Crown of England, 
and that the expectations which the English Company had 
entertained, of getting possession of those Islands, in 17111» 
as well as of the stations and privileges at Surat, and other 
ports in India, were now completely at an end ; — the advantage, 
thus, of possession, they trusted, would obviate any impressions, 
which the pretensions or malignity of their rival might have 
made, and the fact of their remaining in possession would 
bring over the opinion of the Mogul, and of the other Indian 
Powers, to their interests, whatever reports Sir William Norris, 
and Sir Nicholas Waite, might have promulgated in their 
negotiations at Court, or mingled with their insinuations to the 
Governor of Surat : — it was added, that the Consular authority 
which the Presidents of the English Company pretended to 
exercise, and the controling power the Ambassador had assumed 
over all the English in India, were not founded on the Act 
establishing the English Company, which gave only authority 
over their own people j nor could any rights which they might 
acquire, from the Mogul, or other Native Powers, confer 
them any authority over the General, and the Presidents 

of 


on 
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CHA P, in. of the London Company ; all their pretensions, therefore, in 

I7OO- 1. future, were to he rejected as illegal. 

Aware, however, that there might be some difficulty in 

want to India removing unfavourable impressions, the Court had engaged Dr. 

unnecessary, ° ^ 00 

from the Davenant, who was to proceed to India this season, to counter- 

powers given ^ ^ ^ 

Gajti negotiation of Sir William Norris, and to settle a Court 

of Admiralty in India, before which the pirates were to be tried, 
and brought to justice : — the powers with which this distin- 
guished person was to be vested were limited to these two 
objects, only; it being expressly declared, that he was not to 
interfere in the commercial transactions of the Presidents and 
Councils, and not to infringe on the authority of Sir John 
Gayer, as General, with whom the control over all the Com- 
pany’s affairs in India was to remain. 

As the season advanced, and when intelligence from the 
foreign Presidencies was received, explaining the manner in 
which each of them had acted, in resisting the pretensions of the 
Ambassador and Consuls of the English Company, the Court be- 
came satisfied (after expressing their approbation in the strongest 
terms) that the project of sending Dr. Davenant to India, 
had become unnecessary: — it was, therefore, recommended to 
their General and Presidents, to follow up the same spirited 
measures ; and, as they were now vested with the authority 
of Parliament, they trusted they would be enabled to coun- 
teract all the projects of the Ambassador, or Consuls of the 
English Company. 


Having 
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Having thus given their opinion of the relative rights of the CHAP nr . 
London and of the English Companies, the Court informed IJTOO-l. 

^ ^ Pir.ifes to be 

Sir John Gayer and the President at Surat, that commissions tried m India, 

, and notice 

were preparing for trying the pirates in India, and, subsequently, given to the 

Governor of 

that a Mr. Daniell had been dispatched overland to Bombay, Sorat, that 
with an authentic copy of the Act of Parliament, for continuing been exeem- 
the Company a Corporation, and with a commission, under land, 
the Great Seal, empowering their Presidencies abroad to bring 
the pirates to trial, in India. As this intelligence was of the 
utmost importance, it was ordered, that if Mr. Daniel should 
arrive by the 31st August, he was to receive a remuneration of 
• 3 ^ 00 , but, if later than that date, of .s£300 only ; — and the 
General, farther, was to make it known to the Governor of Surat 
and the other Mogul officers, iis well as to the merchants, who 
Iiad suffered from the depredations of the pirates, that Captain 
Gillam, and nme other pirates, had been tried and executed in 
England. 

An event of considerable importance, affecting the Com- Tbo EngUih 

^ Company 

panv’s trade at home, had occurred in this season, or an attempt «ei*ethepro. 

i J . ^ perty of indi- 

of the Directors of the English Company, on the authority of 
tlie Act of Parliament by which they had been constituted, to 
seize and confiscate whatever property might reach England, 
belonging to individuals in the London Company's ships, ver- 

and the following incident furnished them with the means 
of effecting this purpose Captain Heath, one of the London 
Company’s Committees, having lost his seat at the April 
election, in revenge, transferred his services to the English 
VOL. III. 2 Z Company, 
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CHAPJn. Company, and was elected one of their Directors t-r-Heath, wha 
1700 -1. was one of the owners of the ship Neptune, employed jn the 
London Company’s service, (the first vessel which had arrived 
since the establishment of the English Company,} persuaded 
Captain Lesley, and the purser, to give information what 
private goods were on board, not under the London Com- 
pany’s mark : — on this information, a parcel of diamonds, and 
some other goods, belonging to individuals, were seized by the 
King’s officers, as an illicit import, contrary to the Charter of 
the English Company : — ^the London Company resisted a preten- 
sion, which would have completely overset their trade, and 
brought the case before the Court of Exchequer, for trial, by a 
special jury: — the jury, on the 18th June, found a verdict in 
favour of the Loudon Company, and the Court of Exchequer 
decided, “ that it was no trading within the meaning of the Act 
“ for establishing the English Company, for any of the Lon- 
“ don Company’s servants in India, at any time, to bring hoipe 
“ their estates acquired there.” 

The English Company, in a few days, applied for a new trial, 
which, after long pleadings, was refused ; and it was admitted, 
(even by the English Company’s counsel,) that all goods, under 
the London Company’s mark, were not matters of dispute. 

AUprirato Xhe event of this trial induced the Court to dispatch a 

properCy, in r 

future, to vessel to St. Helena, with private intructions to the Governor. 

have the * ^ 

roark^’on^'tho communicated to the Captains of each, ship, as they 

package*. arrived, that they should put the Company’s mark on whatever 
private goods were on board, which would prevent the repetition 

of 
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of the like claims, ,8i»bsaquei»t]y,T s^nt similar instructions to chap, in . 
this eflect, to all their Presidencies : — the consequences of this I 7 OO-I. 

wire,' thai all the oilier Company’s ships, when they 
airive^, were allowed to deliver their cargoes, without any 
interruption by the English Company, and that the public opinion 
of the powers of the London Company was raised, as they paid 
a dividend of teii per ceht. to the Proprietors, which raised the 
price of their stock to £^130 per cent. 

The London Company’s trade was, however, this year. Court’* or- 
aflected, by the duty of fifteen per cent, which had been imposed investment 
on all manufactured Indian goods imported : — this duty induced the Prohibi- 
the Court to send orders to their foreign Presidencies, to vary 
in the investments from Persia, and from Surat, by providing, 
in place of those articles, as much raw-silk and cotton-yarn as 
could be procured. 

In this situation, Mr. Secretary Vernon, by order of the j«n*actioni 
King, notified to the London Company, that, in the preceding secreu?/^'^' 
year, after the Bill for continuing them a Corporation had passed ihe'twoCom^ 
both houses, but previously to its receiving the Royal Assent, their a view’ t^a ** 
Governor and Committees had readily agreed to the recom- 
mendation of the King, of forming an Union with the English 
Company, and desired to know what measures had been taken 
by them, to this effect. 

In ebrisequehee of this notice, a Court of the Generality 
(Pi’oprietofs) was called, on the 23d December IfOO, at which 
it was resolved, “ that this Company, as they have always been, 

“ so are they still ready to embraec every opportunity, by which 

2 Z 2 “ they 
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iH;i.« . titey may jmanifesttth^ivdaiyi Icr^Hi^'^VIajestiefi ea^ for tho 
'-ifTj • public good, and ibat they; ore 'desirous << to aontribut^iiheir 
** utmost ehde^ours fOr the preservation of lihe East’^Indit^ trade 
f* to thiis kingdom, and are trailing to agree with tbe Neat Com- 
<* pany, upon reasonable terms.” 

This resolution was communicated to the English Coniipany, 

■ by Mr. Secretary Vernon, with a request, to know the terms 
upon which they were willing to unite with the London Com- 
pany; and, in consequence, a General Court of the English 
Company was held at Skinner’s Hall, on the 2d January I 7 OO-I, 
which came to the following resolutions, as “ reasonable terms,’* 
upon which they were willing to unite with tbe London Com- 
pany, ■ viz. that both Companies should bring home their effects 
without delay, pay all their debts, and divide the surplus among 
their respective Proprietors ; — that, after a certain day (to be after- 
wards agreed on) both Companies should cease from exporting 
goods, separately ; — that the ^315,000 subscribed by Mr. John 
Dubois, should be added to the stock of the English Company ; 
•^that, to enable the London Company to have their propor- 
tionate share in the trade, they should be allowed to purchase 
£^344,000 of the stock of the English Company (in addition to 
the ^315,000 above mcntbned) so as to entitle the London 
Company to one-third part of the whole Joint Stock and trade 
— and that the valuation of the Dead Stock of the London Com- 
pany, and of the Settlements of the English Company, with the 
cxpences of the Embassy to the Great Mogul, should be adjusted 
by arbitration. 


In 



•■! ^iii^bis>6itaatiqD«<‘'MillSecreftaary'yeniQ{Kdesifed a^cooference chap, ni. 
' '#itb''the>'Govoraor 'and ' Committees of the X/onden Compenyy 1700 •!* 
and informed themy *-^jihat His Majesty vpas glad to find that the 
London Company were disposed to unite with the English 
“ Company, on reasonable terms, and that he would willingly 
** know, from themselves, what those terms are.” 

A General Court was accordingly summoned, on the 37th 
January I 7 OO-I, at which it was resolved, “ that what terms' 

^ may be judged reasonable, they doe humbly conceive must 
arise from a treaty, and that they have appointed seavcn pcr- 
“ sons of this. Company, to treat with the like nunaber of the 
“ English Company, in order to an Union.” (*> 

Having thus stated the circumstances in which the London Company’! 

, captains au- 

Company s nghts, at home, were placed, we have next to advert thonsed by 

King’s com- 

to the instructions, founded on them, under which the comman- inisvon$ to 

seize pirates, 

ders of their ships, and their foreign Presidencies, were to act. <"'<1 Wng 
The commanders, in consequence of a petition from the in India. 
Company, to His Majesty, received King’s commissions to stop 
and seize all pirates and their vessels, and to send them to the 
respective Presidencies, to be brought to trial and condemnation 
in the Courts of Admiralty, the establishment of which has 
already been noticed. 

The General at Bombay was ordered to provide shipping. Convoys to 

. _ 1 Jiuiiln to be 

to repel, by force, the aggressions of the Portuguese j and, as refut'Cil, un-^ 

_ less the Com- 
fai-^ 

(1)— Minutes of the General Courts of the London Company, 23d Deceml)cr l/OO, 
and 271 h January 1700-1, and of the General Court of the English' Company, ad January 
1-200-1. (East-Iudia Papers in the State Paper Office, part ii.. No. A 6 , 4S, 50.) 
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CHAP. HI. 

1 ^. 
pimj m r€« 
leMM from 
th^ nelfuatity.’- 
bonds. 


Commercial 
instructions 
to Sir John 
Gayer and 
president 
Colt. 


far as related to Surat,, ^botji die - General; and the Plresident 
were to endeavpur, by every possible expedientj, to divest 
selves of any obligations from the Bond of . Security, which had, 
been extorted from them by the Governor of Surat, and to 
refuse sending any farther convoys, with the Mogul ships, to 
Judda and Mocha, unless security should previously be granted, 
for payment of the freight: — should this proceeding render the 
Company’s trade at Surat impracticable, discretionary powers 
were given, to remove the Factory from Surat to “ Gounan,” 
in the Mahratta country. 

The commercial instructions proceeded on the Court’s 
intentions to employ shipping and stock, this season, at least to 
as large an amount as in the preceding one, explaining, that the 
Europe goods would be invoiced at prime cost, to facilitate the 
sale of them ; and, with regard to the imports, the order was 
repeated, to obtain as much Persian raw-silk, and red Caramania 
wool, as could be purchased, though the Court were aware, that 
it would be impracticable to engross this last article, as the 
Persians used such large quantities of it, in the manufacture of 
carpets. The Court, at this time, requested Sir John Gayer, if 
his health permitted, not to return to England, because, from 
his abilities and firmness, they expected he would be able to 
resist the intemperate proceedings of Sir Nicholas Waite, which 
had been condemned, even by his own employers ; and that 
he would also check the fraudulent schemes of the Native 
brokers, and give a more distinct form to the accounts of the 
Presidency of Surat : — for these purposes, he was vested with 

discretionary 



jiotrers“ fo resettle all the inland Factories, if, chap, hi . 
front obSeihraiion of the political situation of the country, he 1700 ^ 1 . 
should deem it probable, that the investments, by this expedient, 
could be increased, and the Company obtain a greater and 
more valuable share of Indian produce for the Europe mar- 


ket.(>) 

The favourable ^pect of the Company’s rights and trade in The King of 

Persis to bo 

p£BSiA, the account of which had reached the Court, at solicited to 

. encourage 

the close of the preceding year, induced them^ early in this the export of 

raw^siik 

season, to improve on the favours granted by the King of 
Persia, by sending him a valuable present, as a mark of their 
gratitude ; — the present consisted of optical glasses of all des- 
criptions, exclusively, for this sovereign, and a collection of rich 
sword blades, for his selection, and for presents to his principal 
ofScers : — though satisfied with the privileges which had been 
obtained, a regret was expressed, that the right of exporting 
raw-silk had not been petitioned for, after the King visited the. , 

Factory ; Mr. Oliver, therefore, who was now appointed Chief 
in Persia, and Mr. Bruce, second, were ordered to present a 
petition for this privilege, which had become of more impor- 
tance, from the prohibition to import Indian wrought goods, and 
. ' the 


(l)— Letters from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 25th April, 3d 
8th and 10th May, and 2l8t August 1700.— Letter (private) from the Court to Sir John 
Gayer, 8th May 1 700.— Letters from the Court to the President and Council at Surat, 
25th April and 21st August J700.— • Letter from the Court to the Governor of Sf. 
Helena, 28th June 1700.— Petition from the Company to His Majesty, praying that 
Commissions might be granted to the Captains of their ships, to capture piratical vessels in 
the East* Indies, 1700. (Easl-India Papers in the State Paper Office, Part ii. No. 52.) 
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CHKf. fff, the necessity of having a large supply of raw-silk to accom- 
1700^ 1 . modate the manufactures in England. 

This general instruction comprehended the whole of the 
Court’s views for this season, with the addition, only, that the 
Agents should recover, if possible, the year’s customs in dispute, 
and act with the same firmness as had been shewn by the 
Company’s Presidents in India, towards the ships or servants of 
the English Company, should they attempt the introduction of 
their trade in Persia,^'^ 

Court s in- The information which the Court had received from Pre- 

Prw'ident* sidciit Pitt and his Council at Fort St. George, on the preca- 
st. George, rious tcnurc of rights under Phirmaunds, or grants, from the 
probatTon *of Native Powers, while the country was divided between the 
h.8 conduct. Chiefs and the M<^1, and while the permanency of 

die authority of the latter, from his great age was daily 
becoming more doubtful, induced them to confine their 
orders, for this season, to two points only ; — that of placing 
the Fort and their other possessions, particularly Vizagapatam, 
in a respectable state of defence, to resist any attack which 
might be made on them, on the war in India becoming general, 
that the Natives might be convinced, the power remained with 
the London, and the pretensions to it, only, with the English 
Company ; and that of increasing the investment, the shipping 
and stock being proportionably augmented. 

After 

(l)--.Letter« from iho Court to the Agenti and Councili in Fertiir, 3d and 4th JSay, 
and 3lit Auguit IJOO. 
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After expressing their approbation of President Pift's con- 
duct, in resisting the claims of Consul Pitt and Sir William 
Norris, the Court repeated the same information which had 
been sent to Sir John Gayer, on the relative circumstances of 
the two Ciompanies in England, and transmitted to him the Act 
of Parliament, for continuing the London Company a Corpora- 
tioh, ^emplified under the Great Seal, to be produced as the best 
answer to the pretensions of the superior and controlling powers 
of the English Company. The Court, though satisfied that this 
document would lower the pretensions of their rival, were aware, 
that it would have little effect on the Natives, who would rather 
be influenced b;^ the appearance of strength in the fortifications, 

' and by the London Company remaining in possession of 
them, than by any European titles of honour, which the ser- 
vants of the English Company might assume ; — ^it was, however, 
distinctly explained to President Pitt, that the Ambassador had 
no public orders from Government, to do any thing to the detri- 
ment of the London Company, whatever private instructions he 
might have received, from the Directors of the English Company; 
the strongest possible evidence of which was, the decision of a 
Court of law, which protected all goods having the London 
Company’s mark on them. 

Though the amount of the stock consigned, this season, to 
Port St. George, was considerable, the Court expected that the 
funds might be encreased, by augmenting the revenue ; it was, 
therefore, recommended, that the beetle and tobacco duties 
should be farmed, and the rate of taxes equalized, which would 

3 A be 
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Bay. 


VOL. III. 



AVVAtS OF THE HONCHtABES 


^2 

HI. jjn encouragement to the Joint-stock Natiye Merehants, by 
I 70 &- 1 . uhoin it was expected, goods for tlie investment might, both in 
price and quality, be brought within the Company’.s Settlements; 
and, to render Madras a more desirable residence for the Natives, 
it was ordered, that vegetables and fruit of every kind should be 
allowed to be sent to market, free of duties, and the labour of the 
poor, on the fortifications, accepted, in lieu of their payment of 
taxes ; — farther, to supply the town with fire-wood, trees were 
to be planted on the Bounds, as a future source of this necessary 
article. 

The ships for the season were seven, for Coast and Bay, 
with a stock of ^^450,000. In providing the investment, it was 
recommended, that the goods should be of the first quality, 
equal to those which, in last season, had been imported on 
private account, which were finer, and twenty per cent, cheaper 
than those which had been received in the Company’s ware- 
houses, a circumstance which required the President and 
Council’s particular attention. 

Nevr ar- As the correspondence had, hitherto, been without arrange- 

JoMhe co^- ment, and, of course, the communications, from their foreign 
offhe"Sn Establishments, mixed and indistinct, the following method was, 
Setiieraents. to be observed, in all the dispatches to and from 

India : the subjects in each letter were to be airanged under 

six heads ; 1st. “ Shipping and Goods sent from Mngland ; — 
“ 2d. Investments in India; — 3d. Trade in general; — 4th. 

Bevewtes and Tortifications ; — 5th. Factors, Writers, Officers, 

“ and 
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*'* and' Soldiers 6th. Matters relating to tlte New 
“ Company,’* 1700 - 1 . 

It having been observed, from recent transactions, that Mi. Gabriel 

Roberts ap- 

there was a want of unanimity in the Council of Fort St. pointed nu- 

percargo for 

George, which required the renewal of the powers with cbina, and. 

uti bis return, 

which President Pitt had been vested, the Court siicniiied Governor of 

FoitSt.Da- 

their intentions of confirming his authority, and directed, vi<i. 
that when any Member of Council, should dissent from the 
majority, the reasons of such dissent should be entered on the 
consultations, that the Court might have information of the 
capacities and dispositions of all their servants; — it was, also, 
ordered, that Mr. Gabriel Roberts, one of the Committees, or 
Directors, was to proceed as Supercargo, on the Loyal Cooke, 
for China, and to return from thence to the Coast : — on his 
arrival there, he was to be appointed Governor of Fort St. 

David, with a salary of ^€100 per annum, and to rank^ in 
Council, next to President Pitt. 

There does not appear, this season, any particular instruc- General in- 

St ructions for 

tions to the Agent at Bencoolen, except that he was to com- Bcucgoleii, 
municate with President Pitt, to whom this Agency was subor- 
dinate. As accounts had been received, of the unliealthy situa- 
tion of the place, . and as the collections of produce had been 
scanty, from the constant quarrels among the Rajahs, or petty 
chiefs, the walls of the Fort were ordered to be repaired and 
strengthened, barracks for soldiers, and an hospital built, and 
one hundred Caflrees embarked from Fort St. George, on 

3 A 2 small 
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i fflARin . sniall TesseliHi i]3iended*eqiju£y.«d;8tt:!ve.tlieu|LttrpQ^S2QC4iiai<]^.|^^ 
of defence. <’> .. .. . :).„i ^ 

Equipraenti From the iidbrmatioB whi^ bad been veoeiV^ nf state 
Bengiir^a^ld of^hcir . Factories and trade in Bbvgax., and of the conduct 
for I be navi- of Mr.- Beard towards Sir Edvrard Littleton, the President pf 
Gangtt! ‘ ‘ ‘the English Ccnnpany, the Court, (after expressing their fullest 
approbation of Mr. Beard’s proceedings,) ordered him to 
strengthen the fortifications at Fort WinniASi as much as 
could be done, without ofiending the Mogul’s officers :> — this- 
measure had: become more necessary, from the expectation^ 
of the convulsions which must ensue on the Mogul’s deathu; 
and a supply of soldiers had been embarked,, to form 
gairisonj for whom proper barracks were immediately to. be 
built. 

These general diroctibns were aceompanied with a repetition 
of the information given to the other l^esidencies,. of the 
relative rights of the London and English Companies, in? 
England, and of the efilect of the Prohibition Act against im- 
portuig Indian wrought goods,, after Michaelmas 1701, on whic^i 
the Court explained, that “ such goods were to pay no customs- 
** after that period, but, only two and a half per cent, sub- 
** sidy r’^^his would serve as a relief,, by enabling the Com- 

pany- 

(1) -'Letters from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. Georgej lOth' 
aitd 26th June, 2 1st August, 20th Nofember, 6lh December 1700, 8th and 15 th Januarj 
and 14th February 1700-I.—- Letter (private) from the Court to President Pitt, 15tb 
January 1 700-1. 
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S«5 

‘AeigOfDda in waEeb«ufiiB®#< foto r^*^x^oviatim, ..with- c hap, nr . 
out material loss. r ; 17^" !• 

liie’eqtfipMeAts ttftd'stod&of'iiiis season were enumerated,. . 
and of the a6460>000i spedficd to be sent to Coast and Bay, 
ag250,000 was intended for Bengal. To facilitate the provision 
of investments, authority was given to settle as many inlimd 
Factories, as the President might think would enlarge the pur- 
chases, particularly tl^)se at Cossimbuzar and Patna. 

For the improvement of the navigation of the Ganges, the 
number of pilots were to be increased, and all ships of four 
hundred tons, and under, were to proceed up the river direct, fo 
Calcutta, and ships above that burthen were to go no higher 
• than Ballasore : — farther, to improve the navigation, a “ Bank- 
sal ” was to be built at Kedgeree, and one or two small vessels 
were to be sent from Surat,, or Fort St. George, and. employed 
m this service, on the GangeSi 

After repeating the same detail, relatively to the English 
Company, as given to the Presidencies of Surat and Fort 
George, the caution, to prevent the Company’s mark being put 
on any of the goods of the English Company, is'particularly 
required, as this mistake had occasioned considerable difficulties 
•►in England : — ^the same directions are added, for placing the cor- 
reispondence under specific heads, as sent to Fort St. Gleorge, 
which were to be, in future, observed by the Presidency of Fort 
•WilUam.(‘) 

The 

(i) ^Letters from the Court to the President and Coondl at Port William, 21it August, 

agdi tTpvember 1700, and 10th Januarj 1700>l. 
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The opening of a more direct communication with China, 

I7OO-I. in the preceding season, was one of the expedients adopted for 

Direct tratle . 

to China eii- enlarging the range of the Company’s commerce ; but, in these- 

creased, and 

comiectcd, quel, wc sliall discover, that the English Company, in this season, 

by circuitous or/ 

exciiaiiges, rcsoIvcd to fit out equipments with large stock, to make a simi-. 

ninsuiaofiii- lar experiment in the China trade. It, probably, was to coun- 
teract the speculation of the English Company, that the London 
Company resolved to pre-occupy the Cliina market : — ^Fort St. 
George had always been the station with which the London 
Company bad endeavoured to connect trade with Java, Su- 
matra, the Spice Islands, Tonquin, Japan, and recently with 
China ; and being, at this period, more fully established on the 
Coromandel Coast, and in possession of its trade, without the 
ancient rivalship of the Dutch, it was concluded, that a. direct 
trade between England and China w as more practicable, than 
on any foi mer occasion, and that circuitous exchanges, between 
the Coromandel Coast and that empire, would yield a cer- 
tain profit ; the ship, Phoenix, therefore, was taken up for the 
China trade, to remain in the country for two years, and to 
trade between Fort St. George and China, while the Northum- 
berland and the Dasliwood were to proceed to China direct, and 
thence return tp Europe. 

The instructions to the Supercargoes on these vessels were, 
in sul>stance, the same as in the preceding season, . that, is, they 
were to proceed direct for Canton ; — to observe the directions 
given for packing the teas, and procuring other China arti- 
cles, and, as the British staple of woollen-cloth was invoiced 

at 
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, at prime cost, to facilitate the sale, the whole reliance' for profit 
was placed oh the prices which the China produce would 
bring, in the Europe market. As a separate instruction, the 
Supercargoes were to collect all the information they could, 
respecting the measures which the English Company’s vessels, 
destined for that quarter, had pursued, that, by stock and by 
purchases, the Xiondon Company might counteract them, and 
obtain a preference in the China market. 

As the season advanced, the ship. Loyal Cooke, was also 
equipped for the China trade, and Mr. Roberts (as has been 
noticed) one of the Committees, or Directors, appointed 
Supercargo, to proceed to Amoy, with powers, exclusively, to 
make provision of China goods, suited to the Indian and 
Europe markets, and to obtain gold, in exchange, which, 
on his return to Fort St. George, was to be coined into 
pagodas at the mint, and applied to the purchase of invest- 
ments. (b 


The enfeebled state of the Mogul’s health, and his great 
age, had encouraged, not only his sons to engage in intrigues 
for the succession, and to keep their forces ready for action, but 
had stimulated the Hindoo Chiefs, who had been overawed by 

the 

(1)— Letters and Instructions from the Court to the Supercargoes proceeding to Cbii a. 
30th October 170O, and 12th February 1700-I.— - Letters from the Court to the Presideia 
and Council of Fort St. George, 20ih November, and Oili December 170O; 
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CHAP. 111. 



Phirmanrifls 
to be soliiit- 
ed, notwith- 
standing the 
relas.cii siritc 
of theMoj^ul 
Goveinniciit.. 




AHNAU or TltB BOVOBA^IJi 


1 .the Emperor, to prepare lirmies to take* the field* nnd vte^^ , 

IW-l. their independence. . The Em^ror’s delith was thus anticipated!* 
as the signal for a general war in the Peninsula, m irhidi* 
whoever might be the victor, the Phirmaunds of which the 
Lomkm Company were possessed, tiould not be considered as 
any security for privileges, but only as grants, to which an 
appeal might be made, in subsequent applications. The Euro- 
pean nations, particula^y the London Company, however, 
continued to solicit those Phirmaunds, rather to impress the 
Mogul Government with, an opinitm of their obsequiousness, 
than with the hope of deriving permanent advantages from 
them. During this suspension of the eneigies of the Mogid 
Government, and under the dread of a civil war, the European 
Companies, having Factories, had recourse, on eveiy occasion, 
to expedients and to bribes, at the Mogul’s Court, and submitted 
to have these doubled by the extortions of .the Native Governors, 
whose situations being precarious, impelled them to amass that 
wealth, with which they could purchase their continuance in 
office, or conciliate a new Sovereign, and new ministers, for pro- 
tection : — ^these feelings, both of the Native Governors, and of 
the .Com{^y’s Presidencies, rendered negotiation expensive, and 
the evasion of extortions frequently impracticable. 


Danger to the 
£aft*Inclia 
trade, from 
the solicita- 
tionfi of the 
two Compa- 
nies for 
privileges. 


At no period in the history of Indian affairs, could the 
appearance of opposition and animosity, between the subjects of 
the English nation, have been more ill timed or absurd, both 
because the distinction of Companies, proceeding on grants of 
the Crown of England) or on grants derived from an Act 


the 



cjould doi;' be iuidi^oody lor A/dklliMt 
odfthtryi or'iiiSdw a gdrrtmmdQt WW la its character, ‘fenl f7<W^X 
dependent for iti pefinan^^r, on ike issue of civil wars for Ac 
succession, ' 'add because," wboCVer migbt be tlie victor, the 
Hindoo Chiefs would seize every opporthnhy to throw off tbeiir 
dependeiwe on aii Empire founded on conquest, add resting only 


on the uncertain result of battles. 

Such was the actual state of India, at the period wheh 
the servants of the English Company were to'negotiaibe,. by ad 
Ambassador • and by Consuls, for' the acquisition of the privi- 
leges, under which the London Company, fw a century, had 
acted, and been enabled to preserve a direct intercourse between 
England and the East-Indies. It may be easily supposed, that 
the servants of the London Company would struggle to preserve 
their privileges and trade, at the risk, sometimes, of their lives, 
and, frequently, of losing the property and trade of their 
employers. 

It is painful (even at this distant period) to trace the conse- 
quences of the mistaken policy in England, which exposed its sub- 
jects abroad, to such perils, and their commercial relations witfi 
the East-Tridies, to such dangers; and a review of the events, as 
they occurred, will afford strong evidence of the folly of depart- 


ing frofti practice, and relying cm specious theories, in a subject, 
of rill others, the lerist calculated to admit of (hem, tri* the 
navigation and trade of a commercial kingdom. ^ 

Sir John Gayer and Presiderit Colt, Who had the administra- The mi cre- 
tiori of ttie Loridon Cciriipany’s privileges andfrride in the West vf of sir Niche- 

' T -I* 



na 

las Wait© 
produces an 
order from 
the Mogul to 
stop the Lon- 
don Compa- 
ny's trade at 
Surat. 


iAMlIAJUr or THS UOVOKJOKLn 

nfi^texiiosedio gjtetA difficukiesv from the'^politfoiifitete of 
Jodis, i’iwid; ^roiii)die oraduet of the JntciiopiBreaiid pirates^^ the 
Qj^ning df'.thftjieasaO 1700^1 ^ when, Nicholas .Waite strived 
(rI SKuhsia? ; ' add^ whatever merit may be assigned tathis Agent of 
the^Ei^hdb Gbmpany for his zeal, it was chance, not prudmce, 
that prevented his bringing ruin on himself,, and on- his opponents 
,The first measure of Sir Nicholas Waite have already 
been mentioned, or that, by his own authority,, he removed the 
flag of the London Company, and that this rashness was cor> 
rected, by the intarference of the Governor of Surat, to conci> 
hate whom he was obliged to give a large present, before he 
could obtain permission to hoist the King’s flag, on the house 
which he hired : — ^not satisfied with this public mark of his 
Consular authority, he affixed a notice on diflerent places in the 
city, prohibiting all persons from taking passports from the 
London Company : — ^this second act of indiscretion^ the Governor 
checked, by ordering the notices to be torn down. In this stage 
of the proceedings, the men of war arrived, but the com- 
manders of them were at a loss which Company to support, the 
London Company, whose privileges even the Act of Parliament 
had continued, till September I70tl, or the English Company, 
which assumed to themselves the control, not the Interlopers 
only, but of the London Company’s trade and aflairs. 

These circnmstanccs account for the inactive conduct of the 
King’s officers, who, instead of proceeding to suppress the 
pirates, suspended all operations, till the Agents of the two 
Companies could explain, in what manner they could afibrd 

protection 
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)pitrixetii6K T'Presideiii .Gdlt^^ miih i^a8fm^7^oiq[»lBipedi>ti» 

the iC qinitmnd Ar o£ ihe Fket, that the London Company's «ta^ 
1iad' be»;^.s6tpos^: 'to' dagger, and that the demands < of > the 
Governor, founded- on the Bond of Security which had been 
extorted from him, were eacessire, particuiarly the pajunent of 
a compensation 'for a Tuihish vessd, belcnigiag to Giossan 
Anuneddoo,; luother of the Sherif of Judda, taken, by the 
pirates in 1688. In this state of adairs, an order came Aodt 
the Mogul, proceeding on information received from the BngUsh 
Company’s Agents, that the pirates were, in fact, no other 
than the London Company’s vessels, and, therefore^- that theik 
servants were not to be permitted to go out of the city :~»in 
this distress. President Colt and his Council applied to the Coioh 
manders of the King’s ships for protection, and presented 
petitions to the Governor, and to his son, for their freedom 
in answer, they were told, that the Mogul’s order was so positive, 
that though provisions might be allowed to be sent to their ships 
at Swally, the trade must remain at a stand, till compensation 
should be made to the Turkish merchant. 

This state of affairs opened a correspondence between 
President Colt and Sir Nicholas Waite, in which the former 
accused the latter of having, by large presents to the Gover- 
nor, influenced him against the London Company, and in 
which the latter denied that he had accused them of being 
pirates, but declared his intention of not taking their servants 
under his protection, adding, that they must be answerable 
for their debts ; a responsibility to which President Colt 

3 B 2 could 
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Substance of 
correipond- 
enoe betweea 
Sir Nicbolaa 
Waite and 
President 
Colt, on tbii 
occasion. 



AirifArir c»p. VHil sfoiftdRAi^^ 

c6uld hkye xd objeotBH',' by* debt»; to- be taBderitiood 
their lawful debts, but not sums which might be demanded of 
tlmin, by way' of compensation, to make good the depredaticms 
of thd pifatesJ 

'•» '.'This explanation brought matters, between President Cdt 
'teidSir Nicholas Waite, to issue; the one, satisfied that he had 
jtnimosity and pretensions to superior authority, to expect ; and 
the other, that compliance with these pretensions, was a sacrifice, 
to which the servants of the London Company would not sub- 
mit Mr. Colt, that he might render the buMness no longer 
doubtful, by a formal protest, disavowed any authority which 
Sir Nicholas Waite might pretend to have, over the concerns of 
the London Company a correspondence, on this subject, also 
commenced, in which Mr. Colt adhered to this principle, and 
Sir Nicholas Waite continued to assert his powers, as Consul 
for the English nation. 

The question respecting the claim of the Turkish merchant 
continued to be urged by the Governor, and to be waved by 
President Colt, who offered a bribe to him, and to his son, 
to soften their rigorous measures, under the order of the Mogul, 
but refused to pay the compensation, because this would be ad- 
mitting that the London Company’s ships had, in fact, been the 
pirates : — ^In this dilemma, the President requested Sir John 
Gayer, as soon as the Company’s shipping should arrive at 
Bombay, to appear, himself, off Surat, and by his own authority, 
endeavour to get the dispute a^usted, in which event, the port 

• would 





vl?,'- 



Ite ^01^^ ttjad' the igpo40> t w^h had beeh pD^par^ifiiiw ihe 
investiuenfc, . put OB board. 

£ very day produced some sew event, to heighten the 
embarrassments of the Presidency. The Governor next demanded,- 
that should the pirate vessel wliich had robbed the Turkish 
merehant be taken, Mr. Colt should give an obligation that it 
should be brought to Surat : — ^this Mr. Colt refused, as beyond' 
his power, and could only have recourse, in this distress, to the 
expedient of not granting recommendatory letters to the mer- 
chants, such as he had given since the arrival of the English 
Company’s Consul. 

In the month of November I 7 OO, Sir John Gayer appeared 
off Surat, and affairs became more urgent, by the Governor 
requiring Sir Nicholas Waite, to give his security for any 
damages which the London Company’s ships might do to the 
merchant vessels belonging to the port ; a demand which he 
evaded, by offering to give this security, on condition that the 
London Company should be excluded from the trade. U nder these 
circumstances, the Governor seized the letters of President Colt to 
Sir John Gayer, and had recourse to the English Company’s 
servants to translate them : — this insidious task heightened the 
difficulty, both because the accuracy of the translation was 
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questioned by President Colt, and because the Governor was still 


unwilling to proceed to extremities, under the Mogul’s order, lest 
tjie trade should be lost to Surat. This hesitation still kept the 
servants of the London Company in suspense, for the Governor 

tlircatened, 
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threatened that,, unless cpatpenration. be.sihde 

toHossan Ammedon, the Mogul would requUts^ ,^ighty.lacli8,of 
rupees, calculated to be the an^unt of all the. lo^es sustained 
by the pirates, since the year 1685. 

The transactions with the Governor, at last, terminated in 
his promising to write to Court, about the business of the Turkish 
merchant, and to allow the goods to be sent to Swally, provided 
the treasure should be brought on shore, as this would, better 
than any other act, confute the insinuations of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, and prove the conSdence which the London Company 
had in the Mogul’s justice. 

Affairs were in this state of confusion, in the month of 
December 1700, when Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, 
arrived at Surat, from Masulipatam, from which port ajl his 
efibrts, as will appeiu- in the sequel, to proceed, by Golcondah, to 
the Mogul’s camp, had proved ineffectual. 

The proceedings of Sir William Norris were equally in- 
temperate as those of Sir Nicholas Waite, in whom he placed 
his principal confidence. His first order was to strike the Union 
flag on the London Company’s ship, Tavistock, which the 
captain (from Sir John Gayer being on shore} imprudently 
obeyed : — ^this incident induced the Native officers to believe tbqf 
Sir William Norris’s rank wa& superior to that of Sir John 
Gayer, who immediately ordered the flag to be rehoisted. 

The fortunate arrival of the Act of Parliament, which con- 
tinned the London Company a Corporation, was immediately 

notified 





COMPANY. 


notified to Sir ’Nicliinlas Waite, and again put the claims of the 
respective Companies more on a state of equality. 

It was to retrieve the affidrs of the English Company^ 
shaken by this event, that Sir William Norris, at the great ex- 
pence of a thousand gold mohurs to the Governor, five hundred 
to his son, and three hundred to two of his principal officers, 
obtainedpermission to make his public entry into Surat : — these 
payments. President Colt concluded, would render it impossible 
for Sir Nicholas Waite to dispatch the English Company’s ships 
with full cargoes : — ^not satisfied with this profusion^. Sir Nicholas 
Waite gave another bribe of three thousand gold mohurs to the 
Governor, if he woidd stop the London Company’s trade, till the 
ships of the English Company should be dispatched ^ by these 
means he again threw the London Company’s trade into the 
utmost distress, the Governor pretending that a Turkish ship 
had been taken by the pirates, with the knowledge of President 
Colt, and it was not till the 30th of December, that this pretext 
was laid aside, and the ships allowed to be laden, and to proceed 
on their voyage. 

Sir Nicholas Waite, by order of Sir William Norris, in the 
next place, formally notified to Sir John Gayer, that the Ambas- 
sador’s commission would be publicly read, on the 28th December, 
and required that he, and all the English under his authority,, 
should be present : — in answer, Sir John Gayer disavowed all 
dependence on the Ambassador or Consul, even under their own 
Act of Parliament ; but, as an Act had passed continuing the 
London Company a Corporation, he protested, that peither the 

Ambassador, 
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CHAP^li . Ambassador, nor die CodsoI, hadth^ least lidfhoiity bver the 

IT^O' l- servants of tlie London Company. 

Sir joiin As neither the pres«ice of Sir John Gayer at Surat, nor 

Gayer sends 

an Armenian his, and President Colt’s applications to the Governor, could 

Vakeel to ’ 

Court. relieve them from the demands for compensation, for damages 
done by the pirates, and as Sir William Norris, instead of 
abating the insinuations against the London Company, had 
brought accusations, not only before the Gkivernor, but had 
forwai’ded them to the Mogul, the seizure of the Company’s 
property, and the imprisonment of their servants, were again 
apprehended ; it was, therefore, on consultation, resolved, to 
send an Armenian Vakeel to Court, to assist the Vakeel which 
President Pitt had dispatched from Madras, in frustrating Sir 
William Norris’s plans, who was now preparing for his journey. 
It was farther determined, that, as far as the Act of Parliament 
in favour of the English Company, could be counteracted by 
the Act, which continued the London Company a Corporation, 
that such part of the London Company’s Act, as was necessary 
for the information of the Mogul and of his ministers, should be 
translated into Persian : — ^the event, however, soon discovered, 
that, in the view of these people, it was neither an Act of Parlia- 
ment in favour of the one, nor of the other Company, but the 
amount of the presents, or bribes, which each, or either, could 
pay, that would procure protection, or Phirmaunds. 

The Governor of Surat, at this crisis, sent his son to 
; know, if President Colt would give three lacks of rupees to the 
Mogul, and, at the same time, mado a similar demand on Sir 

Nicholas 
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Nicholas Waite. In the application to President Colt, the 
Governor’s son intimated, that Sir Nicholas Waite had 1700-1. 
given a written promise for four lacks of rupees, and that 
this document had been sent to Court ; but if the President 
would promise to give three lacks, the Governor would write 
to Court, in favor of the London Company, and obtain an 
order to have the English Company excluded from the trade ; 
that is, the Governor was putting up the privileges of trade to 
sale, and would grant them to the highest purchaser : — in one 
respect, however, it was evident, that the Governor had not 
the same opinion of the capacity of the English Company to pay, 
as he had of the London Company, for he offered to sell the 
Mogul’s favor to the latter, for a less sum than he pretended had 
been promised to him by the former ; and this opinion he could 
not but entertain, from having observed that the Consul was 
much pressed for money, and anxiously expecting the arrival of 
shipping for his relief. 

The next measure of Sir William Norris was still more Sir William 

Norris seizei 

intemperate, and discovered, that neither precedence, nor com- twoMembcri 

of the Loa- 

mercial advantages, were the motives of Sir Nicholas Waite, or the fion Com- 

pany*s Conn- 

Ambassador, but disappointment, and revenge on the London cii at surat, 

* * and the Se- 

Company’s servants, to whom they attributed the opposition and 
difficulties they had experienced. Sir Nicholas Waite, on the 22d 
.January 1700-1, applied to the Governor to have the London 
Company’s servants put in irons, for an insult which, he asserted, 
had been offered to the Ambassador : — when this demand was 
VOL. III. 3 C refusedj 
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fflAP.iir . jrefused, Sir William Norris seized Mr. Wyche and Mr. Garnett^ 
J7Q0r;l» two of the Council of the London Company, and Mr. Richard- 
son, their Secretary, put them in confinement, and then deli- 
vered them to the Governor, “ with their hands tied,” who 
detained them, till they found security for their appearance 
before him, when called. Against this outrage on English 
subjects, (servants of a Company, whose term, even by the Act 
constituting the English Company, had not expired, and who 
had been continued a Corporation,) Sir John Gayer protested, 
on the 25th January I 7 OO-I, declaring the Consul and Ambas- 
sador responsible for this injustice, and, at the same time, 
presented a petition to the Governor of Surat, praying for 
bis protection, and that he might be allowed to take a copy 
pf any accusations^ against him by the English Company, that a 

trije state of the case might be transmitted to the Mogul : 

Two days afterwards, on the 27th January I 7 OO-I, Sir William 
Norris set out from Surat, on his journey to the Mogul’s Court, 
and his progress will be traced in the foreign transactions of the 
English Company, this season. 

Sir John Not . contentcd with this violence. Sir Nicholas Waite 

Gayer, Pre- ' 

•ident Colt, seduced one of the Factors of the London Company, to steal and 

Council of deliver^ to,bim> copies ‘of all letters which had passed between 

wurfli^ seized^ 

President Colt and Sir John Gayer, that they might be given to 
Sir William, Norris. 

Whether the unfounded representations of Sir Nicholas 
'^aite were more listened to, at the Mogul’s Court, than the me- 
modal^ of Sir John Gayer and President Colt, it is impossible to 

determine. 
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determine, though it is probable, from the report of the Gdfer- 
nor, that he could not draw from either Company the suOis requit- 
ed, and considered the London Company as most capable' to make 
payments ; for an order arrived from the Mogul, on the 8th 
February I 7 OO-I, to seize on the property and servants of the 
London Company. Under this order, Sir John Gayer, Presi- 
dent Colt, and the Members of Council, were confined, and 
barbarously used and what confirms the suspicion, that 
this treatment was referable only to an opinion that they could 
pay better than their opponents, was an offer by the Gover- 
nor, that if two lacks and a half of rupees were paid to 
Hossan Ammedon, and other merchants who had suffered 
from the pirates, they would not only be set at liberty, but 
allowed to proceed with their trade : — with firmness, however, 
the General, President, and Council, refused compliance, and 
remained in confinement, and, at length, owed their partial 
deliverance to a representation made by the Surat merchants, 
that they could not send their ships to sea, unless they were 
furnished with recommendatory letters by the President of 
the London Company : — the Governor, to obtain these letters, 
allowed them to return to their Factory, and proceed with 
their business, but confined the General and President to their 
house, on which he placed a guard. 

Affairs were in this situation, when Sir William Norris 
was on his journey to Court, and when the Armenian Vakeel, 
sent by the London Company to counteract his negotiations, 
reached Aurangabad, and received intelligence that the Vakeel 

3 C 2 of 
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cfiAP. iii. of President Pitt had arrived, and had been favorably received. 
1^00 -1. Sir John Gayer, however, appears to have been so doubtful of 
the result of these untoward events, that, in his private letter to 
the Court, 20th March I 7 OO-I, he suggested the plan of with- 
drawing the Factory from Surat, for some time, in which case, 
all those demands which had been made on the London 
Company, for compensation to the Mogul’s subjects, for losses 
by the pirates, would be immediately transferred to the English 
Company, who would then experience the same oppressions 
which they had brought on their opponents ; — ^this measure 
he held to be the more necessafy, .as a Surat ship had lately 
arrived, which had been plundered by a pirate, which satis- 
fied him (notwithstanding the appearance of favor in the 
Governor) that new demands would arise for reparation of this 
' loss. 

Four sliips situation, we have to leave, for this seiison, the 

land wifh'an London Company’s affairs, in the West of India, and it may 
investment, cUsily presumed, that the state of their trade could not 
be prosperous. In the beginning of the season, the President 
and Council reported, that they had provided cargoes for four 
ships, which had exhausted their stock, and occasioned a debt 
of 288,000 rupees, and, therefore, requested, tluit a large stock 
might be sent, by the ships of next season, as the only effectual 
means of counteracting the projects, and depressing the trade of 
their adversaries As the season advanced, they represented, 
that, under all their difficulties, they had made provision for a 
. sufficient investment, but, were not permitted to ship the goods ; 

— that. 
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— that, besides, they had not been allowed a place in the mint CHA P. m . 
to coin money, but, notwithstanding the clamours of the l/OO-l. 
brokers, they anticipated being ultimately successful, in exclud- 
ing their rivals from the trade of Surat ; adding, that they had 
procured a plentiful supply of pepper from the Malabar Coast, 
but had got a very small quantity of Agra goods, the roads 
from that city being infested with robbers, from the relaxed 
state of the government, and the prospect of civil wars^'^ 

The Company’s interests in PEitsiA, during this season. Stale of tha 

^ ^ ^ Company’s 

were supported by a Rogom, which had been obtained for pay- 
ment of the arrears of customs, amounting to nine hundred and “*“• 
eighty-one tomands ; but, the Agent had been obliged to comply 
with the custom of giving the Shahbunder a present of fifty 
tomands, as a compensation for his making this payment : — Mr. 

Owen, the Agent, had gone from Gombroon to Ispahan, to 
settle a dispute about rank, and payments, between Agent Bruce 

and 


(1)— Letters (general) from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 20tli 

April, 28th December 170O, 7th and aoth March 1700 1. Letter (private) from Sir 

John Gayer to the Court, 20th March 17OO-I. Letters from the General and Council, 

and from the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay, to the Court, 10th May 1700, 25lh 
and 27lh March 170I.— Letters from the Presidency of Surat to the General and Coun- 
cil at Bombay, 14th and 18th November 1700. Correspondence between Sir John 

Gayer and the President and Council at Surat, 25tb and 27th November, Ist, 3d, 3d, 
4th, 5th, 6ih, lOlh, 12th, 13th, 14th, l6tb, 171b. isih, 20th, 24th, 26th, and 27th Decem- 
ber 1700, 2d, 3d, 4tli, 8tb, lOlb, 13lli, I5tb, 22d, 33d, and 28th January 170O I. 

Correspondence between Sir John Gayer, the President and Council of Surat, and Sir Ni- 
cholas Waite and his Council, 14th, l6th, 18th, igtb, and 24th October, 9th and 18ih 
November, and 26th December 1700, 3d, 25th and 3l8t January 1700-I. 



382 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLB 


CHAP. Ill , and the Armenians and brokers, that the trade might not suffer 
1700 - 1 . from the claims of the former, and the delays and exactions of 
the latter : — Agent Owen, on this occasion, suggested, that if, 
in future, it should become necessary for the Company to 
employ force, for the preservation of their privileges and trade 
in Persia, it would be expedient to take possession of the Island 
of Barrein ” near Bussorah, a station which would not only 
afford a proportion of Persian produce, but, enable the Com* 
pany’s cruisers to overawe the trade. 

The state of the trade, on the whole, was favorable, from 
the Agent having represented to the Government at Bombay, 
the necessity of sending a vessel to Gombroon, to take off a 
large quantity of silk, chintzes, and Caramania wool, and from 
the interference of the only ship belonging to the English 
Company, which had touched at Gombroon, having been more 
regular and proper, than in any other instance which had occur- 
red within the Company’s limits. When the commander of this 
ship, the Montague, was informed by the Agent, that the 
London Company had obtained an Act for continuing them a 
Co rporation,and was warned not to attempt disturbing their 
rights or trade, he behaved with deference towards the Agent, 
and conducted his purchases and sales with mercantile propriety : 
— ^The Agents, at this time, informed the Court, that looking- 
glasses, and woollen-cloths, were the only articles, in the Com- 
pany’s exports, vendible in the Persian market. 

At 

(1)— Letten from the Agent and Council at Gombroon and Ispahan to the Court, 
apth October, Jpth November J700, I 4 th Februar/, and 24 lh March 1700-L 
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At Fort St. Georgs, we left President Pitt and his 
Council, in the former season, resisting the pretensions of 
Consul Pitt and Sir William Norris, to assume authority over 
the London Company’s servants on the Coromandel Coast, 
as merchants, who came under the common description of 
“ English” over whom they assumed Consular powers, and a 
right to the privileges which they enjoyed : — in this season, 
the intercourse between the President and his Council, and the 
Consul and Ambassador, continued in the same situation. 
In reviewing the transactions of the ^Presidency of Fort St. 
George and its dependencies, we found, from the communications 
between President Pitt and Sir John Gayer, that the former 
adhered strictly to the same firm resistance to the claims of the 
English Company, but, carried it, perhaps, farther than either the 
General, or the President, of Surat had done. Having received 
information that Sir Nicholas Waite had threatened to interrupt 
the London Company’s ships and trade, passing from the 
Coromandel to the Malabar Coast, President Pitt avowed his 
resolution to fit out a strong privateer, and make reprisals, on 
the English Company’s ships, wherever they could be found 
but this menace not having been carried into effect, the retaliation 
was happily prevented ; President Pitt, however, expressed his 
fears, that much damage might be done to the country ships, as 
he had received intelligence that six pirates were cruising on the 
Coast of Coromandel. 

The 
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CHAP. lit. The only alteration in the Gimpany’s establishments Xinder 
I7OO-I. this Presidency, during this season, was, the appointment of a 
wd'counrii iicw Cliicf aud Council for the Factory at Masulipatani, the 
iSaiuiipaiain. former Agent and Council being suspected of having acted with 
less spirit and firmness than President Pitt required, and having, 
in his opinion, rather favoured the interest of the English 
Company : — after, therefore, assuring the Court, that neither 
himself, nor his Council, were alarmed at the powers which the 
Ambassador and Consul had arrogated, he added, that though 
only a small part of the, investment had been obtained at Viza- 
gapatam (the country in the vicinity of that station having 
been desolated by the contending armies of the Mogul and 
Hindoo Princes) he had been able to dispatch all the ships of 
the season richly laden for Europe, and had in store four 
hundred bales of C’oast goods, ready to fill up the vacant 
tonnage of such of the Bengal ships, as might touch at Madras, 


Deficiency of 
intormalion 
respecting 
Bengal and 
Beiicoolen. 


in theii- passage to Europe. (‘> 

In this season there is a deficiency of information, not 
only respecting Bencoolen, of the trade and circumstances of 
which President Pitt reported that he had received no intelli- 
gence, but, what is more extraordinary, neither from the 
correspondence between Madras and Bengal, nor from that 
between Madras and Surat, does any evidence occur, respecting 


the 


(1)— Letters from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 15th 
and 21st October 170O.— Letter from the President and Council of Fort St George to 

the General and ( ouiuil at Bombay, I6 h September 17OO. Letter from the President 

and Council at Fort Si. George to Conbul Pitt at Mabulipaiam, yih January lyOO-J. 
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ENGLISH COMPANY. 

If, in the last year, the pretensions of the English Com- 
pany had been lowered, by the Act continuing the London 
Company a Corporation, the improbability of an Union, during 
this season, still i^her depressed them in the public opinion ; 
the instructions, therefore, of the English Company to their 
servants, assumed a more mild character ; — ^the London Com- 
pany had not only been continued a Corporation, but had 
resisted approaches to an Union, and the reports of their own 
servants abroad, that the Presidencies of the London Company 
had not only protested against, hut, in fact, disavowed their au- 
thority, even when they knew not that the late Act had passed, 
and much more after receiving intelligence of that event, con- 
vinced the Court of the English Company, that threats and 
violence would rather injure, than improve their circumstances. 

On receiving the first letters of the season from the 
Coromandel Coast, which reported the proceedings of Consul 
Pitt and the Ambassador, on the Coast, and, subsequently, 
those from Surat, informing them of similar proceedings of Sir 
Nicholas Waite against Sir John Gayer, and President Colt, 
the Court expressed their regret, that animosities, which were 
equally destructive to both Companies, had been carried to such 
VOL. 111. 3 D extremities. 
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CHAP. HI . extremities, and sent a general instruction, that ‘the whole of 
I7OO-I. this system must be changed, because, the London €k>mpany 
being continued a Corporation, it would be expedient to endea>- 
vour “ to out-trade ” this rival, as the only means which could 
be eftectual, and, for this purpose, ordered that all Englishmen 
should be treated with civility and respect. 

It is probable, that this change of disposition in England 
was confirmed, by the decision of the Court of Exchequer, in 
the case of the ship Neptune, and it is remarkable, in the letters 
of the Court to their servants at Surat, th&t they avoided any 
but the most general reference to this event ; but, to obviate 
the effect which the accounts of it might have in India, they 
represented that many of the Proprietors of the London Com- 
pany had offered to pay the five per cent, attempted to be 
levied on the London Company, to defray the charges of the 
Embassy : — no evidence, however, is adduced, of their having 
accepted such offers ; the probability, therefore, rather is, that 
the whole was invented to .soften the impression on their foreign 
servants, which the accounts of this legal decision might have 
produced : — this conjecture is strengthened, by the general per- 
mission given to any person in India, to send home diamonds in 
their ships, under Consul Waite's licence, on payment of the 
regulated freight and duty, though the money, with which such 
diamonds had been purchased, hud not come out, as an adven- 
ture, in the ships of the English Company. 

Sir Nicholas Oil reviewing the conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite, the Court 

Waite’* in- , - i. . 11 

temperate wci'c Qi opinioD, that, in his Capacity of Consul, he was not 

conduct dis- 
approved. vested 



BAST-INDI A- COMPANY. 


387 


sresWd with authority to. remove the. London Company’s flag, from 
their Factory at Swally, and that this, measure could not but 1700-1. 
be resented, as it had . been, by the Mogul Government, the 
authority of the Consul not extending beyond what the Indian 
Governments would allow. He was, therefore, ordered to direct 
his attention to obtain the same privileges from tlic Gover- 
nor of Surat, as those which the London Company enjoyed, 
and to leave the Phirmaund which the Ambassador was 
to solicit, to his negotiations with the Mogul, in which it was 
hoped, he would acquire the sole privilege of granting ships’ 
passes. 

On examining the commercial statement of Sir Nicholas 
■ Waite, the Court blamed the negligence of the Factors, who had 
been previously sent to Surat, for not having obtained a pro* "• 
portion of the investment for the first ship, before his arrival; and 
then informed him of the following equipments and stock for the 
season : — the Susannah, of three hundred and fifty tons, with a 
stock estimated at ^33,580 ; and the Rebow, a ship of rather 
smaller size, with an additional stock, estimated at .^’13,946 ; ex- 
plaining that the reason for the equipments being on so small a 
scale, was the difficulty of obtaining vessels, on account of the war 
expected in Europe, in consecjuencc of the Spanish Succession 
There'does not appear, in the Court’s instructions to Sir 
Nicholas Waite, any orders to extend the English Company’s 

3 1) 2 trade 

(l)— Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Sir Nicliclds 
and Coiuic’.l at SuraL 9tli May and 7th September i/OO, 2*llh March 1 700-1. 
nth April 1701. 



390 AKNA^a or, tbs BOIfOSABjCS 

^^5 - ^ trade op the Malabar Coaati but to use his best endeavours to 
improve the trade at Surat. , , 

A Factory at In this seasou, the Court resolved to otoen a trade between 

Mocha pro- * 

jept^tL £)agland and the Red Sea» for which the ship Discovery was 
taken up, and stock, estimated at ^6,367, intrusted to two 
Supercargoes, who were to proceed to Mocha ; — their in- 
structions were, to examine the Coast to the Northwards of 
the Cape of Good Hope, and endeavour to discov^, if, on that 
part of Africa, any harbour could be found, which would 
admit of large ships ; — to dispose of part of the cargo on 
this Coast, in exchange for drugs and elephants’ teeth ; — to 
proceed from it to Carrasin, at the entrance of the Red Sea, 
with similar objects of trade, and thence to their port of desti- 
nation, at which they were to purchase an investment of myrrh, 
aloes, olibanum, balm of Gilead, and cofiee, but no assafoetida ; 
and, if possible, to establish a Factory at Mocha, which might 
be exempted from payment of customs.^*) 

The instructions of the English Company to Consul Pitt, on 
the Coast of Cokomandje;!., assumed the same moderate tone 
with those for Surat, and referred, in general, to the ineffectual 
attempts which had been made at an Union with the London 
Company : — ^the substance of these instructions was, that 
Consul Pitt was to endeavour to rival the London Company’s 
trade, without arrogating powers to command, or to control 

their 

(1) — Instructions from the Court of Directors to the Supercargoes of the Ship Disco* 
very, on her voyage to Mocha, lOlh October 1700 , 
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thdlf proceedings, and for this purpose, the equipments and stock chap, m .- 
were prepared, on a scale to render the competition between the 17 ^* 1* 
two Companies, tn Indian commercial only. 

On the subject - of an Union, it was stated, that the The imtroc- 

tions to CoQ- 

Londoti Company would only coalesce, on the English Com- sui Pitt re^ 

commend ra- 

pany accepting the terms • which they had offered, that is, thercommer- 

cial rivalsbip, 

that the English Company should consent to come under thanassump- 

° ^ tion of autho- 

whatever obli^tions the London Company had incurred the '"‘‘y* <>" ‘I'o 

® ^ . Coromandel 

• business, howeverj had been referred to their Court of Pro- 
prietors, who decided, that they would not unite their 
stock, on any terras, with that of the London Company, but 
would keep it separate ; a condition which the London Company 
rejected. 

Though this state of the negotiation discovered that con** 
siderable animosity existed between the Proprietors of the London 
and English Companies, it does not appear to have influenced the 
orders of the Court of Directors to their servants on the Coast, 
where the opposition between their Consul, and President Pitt, as 
well as between the latter, and the Ambassador, were held to be 
rather subjects of regret, than of approbation: — ^they recom- 
mended, that if President Pitt would not acknowledge the cha- 
racter of Consol Pitt, the latter should abstain from all quaitels 
bn the subject, because, by courteous behaviour towards binii 
and the Natives, he could, better than by any other means^ 
introduce the English Company into a share, and, in all pro- 
bability, to a preference in the markets : — ^this moderation, 

(as 
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C HAP. HI . ^as ill tlie instructions to Surat,) evidently arc»e from the 
I 76 O-I. conviction, that the Act continuing the London Company a 
Corporation, and the decision in the case of the ship Nep- 
tune, would confirm them, as a rival in trade to the English 
Company, 

The Court’s instructions to Sir William Norris were, that he 
should endeavour to procure privileges, in general terms, and the 
admission of the Company’s Consuls to the rank of King’s minis- 
ters, as otherwise their authority would not be recognized by the 
English subjects in India that the temporary grant of the chop, 
allowing trade, had very properly been placed upon the old grant 
from the King of Golcondah, in 1675, which, in general, was 
to the English Nation, a basis on which the Court trusted the. 
Phirmailnd would be obtained by the Ambassador; — that, in 
particular, it would be important to get the privilege of a mint 
for coining their gold and silver, at Madapollam, the principal 
seat of their trade, and permission to examine all English 
ships which might be carrying on illicit trade in Mogul ports, 
and to condemn them, — ^that he ought to establish stations at 
Porto Novo, Canara, and Kistnapatam ; ” but not attempt a 
Factory at St. Thom6, on account of its vicinity to Fort St. 
George ; — and that Sir Streynsham Master, one of the Directors 
Xii person whose transactions in the service of the London Com- 
pany, and his dismission from Bengal, has been noticed in their 
Annals) had advised a Factory at “ Careda,” to the northwards 
of Armagon. 

Tlie 
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The cquipmppts and stock for the .season .were ns folr chap, iii, 
lows: — the ship Eagle, with a stock estimated at ^^, 000 '^ I 7 O.O-I. 
the Stre.thain, with ^13,500 in silver and goods ; the Bengal slock, and 
Merchant, with 5^14,700 in silver, and ^3,800 in goods ; and instructions 
the De Grave, with ^€15,000 in silver, and .s^4,000 in goods ; Coast. 

— or, that the stock for Coast and Bay, for this year, was esti- 
mated at ^ 200 , 000 . 

The general instructions were, that the homeward-bound 
ships should be dispatched early in the season, that, like the 
Dutch Indiamcn, they might reach the Cape in the month of 
April ; but, by no means, to touch at the Mauritius, from the 
probability of a war with France : — ^that, to promote their dealings 
with the Country Merchants, one ship should always remain in 
India, to be employed on freight ; but, that greater care must, 
in .future, be taken, in the purchase of goods at all their Presi- 
dencies, from the facts, that the London Company had sold Surat 
cloths, equ:d in quality, twenty per cent, cheaper th.an the 
English Company; and that the Coast goods, at their sales, 
were, in eveiy respect, superior, having brought in the market 

^6, and ^€7 per piece, while those of the English Com- 
pany sold for forty shillings only, and yet both were liable to the 
same duty of fifteen per cent., “ by which means their opponents 
f ‘ were getting rich, while they, from this cause, were becoming 
“ poor — that they would rather prefer purchasing for money, 
than making advances to the Native merchants, or artificers, by 
sending Dubashes, or Agents, to the several markets, particularly 
,ip the Gingce country : — that, to encourage their servants, they 


were 
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CHAP. in. Tpere allowed the privilege of trading, from port to port, m 
1700 -1. India, and even inland, provided such trade did not include 
articles in the Company’s investment j — ^and, farther to extend 
the English trade, the Court allowed a Mr» De Paz to proceed 
to the Coast, as a Free Merchant; an innovation the more re- 
markable, .as the London Company had not been in the practice 
of permitting any, but their own covenanted servants, imme- 
diately under their control, to attempt a private trade in the 
countries within their limits. O 

Equipments, The Orders of the Court of Directors to Sir Edward Lit** 

itock^ and 

commercial tleton, their Coiisul in Benoai., discover the same moderation, 

instructions, 

for Bengal. anJ change of system, with respect to the London Company, 
as had been given to their Consuls at Surat, and on the Coast : 
•—in this season, however, it appears, that the Court were de- 
termined (as expressed in a former article) to out-trade” the 
liOndon Company in Bengal. The equipments were, the Eagle, 
with a stock estimated at ^42,390 ; the Stretham, with 
^71)300; the Bengal Merchant, with ^€62,350; the De 
Grave, with 5^62,800 ; and the Catherine, with ^^12,000 
this number of ships, and amount of stock, evidently discovered 
the intention to be, to bring as large a quantity of Bengal pro- 
duce, of the best kinds, into the English market, as possible, 
and, in particular, to import, for the encouragement of manu- 
factures, raw-silk, to the amount of 5^100,000. 

The 

(1)— Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to their President 
and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, dth April, gth May, 7th September, 28th No« 
vember, Hjih December 1700, and 13tb February 1700-1. 
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s The only separate instruction was, that in any grant which c^ i*. m . 
they might obtain, they were to avoid the condition of paying three 1700 - 1 . 
thousand rupees, for permission for each vessel to load, and procure 
an exemption from stoppage of their boats on the Ganges by 
the subordinate officers ; a practice which had retarded their 
trade, and prevented the sailing of the homeward-bound ships.(*) 

In the preceding season, the Court, from a desire to have Equipments, 
a proportion of pepper for their home sales, (Java and Sumatra commercial 
being pre-occupied by the Dutch, and the London Company) for Borneo, 
had. equipped a vessel, and sent out a President and Council, to 
establish a Factory on the Island of Borneo : — this speculation, 
though the ship had not returned, appears to have continued in 
■this season I 7 OO-I; for new equipments, Or the ship Borneo, 
with a stock estimated at .s^3,000 in dollars, and the Rising Sun, 
with ^21,000, were consigned to this Island: — these vessels 
were to take in, at Banjar-Massin, as large a quantity of 
pepper, as could be procured, with cardamons, dragon’s blood, 
cassia lignum, and camphire, and thence to proceed to the ports 
of China. <*) 

The equipments and stock consigned to China were ; — for Equipmenh, 

stock cincl 

Linojpo, the Sarah Galley, with a stock estimated at ^50,600, commercial 

’ 1 instructions, 

and the China Merchant^ with ,^21,000; for Amoy, the Nep- for China. 


VOIi, III. 


3 E 


tune, 


(1) — Letters from the Court of Directors to their President and Council at Hughijr, 
5th April, Qth May, 7th September, 28th November, 19th December 1700, and 13th 

Febr^r^, 1700-1. 

(2) «— Letters. from the Coort of Directors to the President and Council at Banjar-Massin 
in Borneo, 27th June and 29th October 1700, 
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CHAP. nr. tune, with ^^6,485 ; for Canton, the Seaford, with 5631,203, 
1700-1. and the Rising Sun, with 5615,673. These considerable equip- 
ments, and stock, were intended to bring home as large a 
proportion of China goods as they could purchase, particularly 
ten thousand ounces of musk, that the English might “ out- 
“ trade ” the London Company’s ships,' destined for the same 
stations. For the management of this trade. Chiefs and Consuls 
were appointed to settle at Amoy and at Canton, with similar 
ranks, and under like instructions, with regard to the London 
Company, as sent to the other Settlements. 


Principal The cvcnts at the English Company’s foreign stations, 

events 

ing the Eng« during the season I7OO-I, may be arranged, as follows; — 
ny’8 interest, the measures of Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, as af- 
nng this tea- fcctcd by the conduct of Consul Pitt, at Masulipatam, and, 

•OIL ^ , 

subsequently, by that of Sir Nicholas Waite, at Surat, with 
the progress of this Ambassador to the Mogul’s Court, to the 
close of this season; and the proceedings of those Presiden- 
cies, endeavouring to obtain permission to trade, and acting 

under 


(1)— Letters and Instructions from the Court of Directors to the President and Council 
and Supercargoes ai their different Settlements in Chitia^ particularly at Lingpo and Amoy^ 
27th June, 2(jtlt October^ and 4th November 1700, 
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umler the prejudice, that whatever tended to depress the London cjtA P. ni . 

Company, would be subservient to the establishment of the l^OO-l. 

commercial influence of the English Company. In tracing 

these subjects, it will be necessary to make references from 

the events in the one,, to those which aflected the other, hut 

these references will be made in such a manner, as to keep in 

view the principal objects of both. 

In the preceding season, it appeared that Sir William Meaiuresof 

Sir Wiljiani 

Norris, the Ambassador, had, in the first instance, arrived Norris and 

Sir Nicholas 

on the Coromandel Coast, and kmded at Masulipatam ; and Waite, in 

the progrc.'»s 

though, at that time, the only events which occurred, were of the Km- 
his intiiniition of his character, in a similar manner as that 
of Consul Pitt, to the Native Governors, »and to the Pre- 
sident and Council of Fort St. George, with their disavowal 
of the autliority of cither of these persons over them, in this 
season, these topics disappear, for the Ambassador, in his 
preparations fi)r bis journey fi'om Masulipatam to the Alogiil s 
camp, experienced opposition from the Native Governors, 
and from Consul Pitt and his broker, whom he accused of 
being jealous of his authority, if not corrupted by Picsident 
Pkt, and tJie servants of the Loudon Company ; — Sir William 
Norris, therefore, determined to proceed by sea to Surat, 
that, on consultation with Sir Nicholas Waite and his Council, 
he might adopt measures for prosecuting his journey, and 
receive informatioji, to enable him to fulfil the objects of his 
mission. The fii -d requisite was to obtain a knowledge of the 
characters of the persons in the Mogul’s camp, to whom he 

3 E 2 should 
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CHAP. III. should apply for assistance in his negotiation ; the second re* 
1700 -1. quisite was, to settle, by consultation, the privileges which it 
would be expedient for him to solicit, in any Phirmaund which 
he might obtain; but, in the whole of his measures, delay 
was the greatest evil he could experience, on account of the 
infirm state of the Mogul’s health, who was described to be 
able only to give attention to business, for a few hours in each 
day. 

Sir William Norris, soon after his arrival at Masulipatam, 
sent for the information respecting the privileges he was to 
solicit, which Sir Nicholas Waite had been instructed to collect at 
Surat : — in answer. Sir Nicholas Waite reported, that his meeting 
the Ambassador, previously to his setting out for the Mogul's 
camp, was indispcnsible, and that it would have been prefer- 
able, if, instead of landing at Masulipatam, he had come direct 
to Surat. Whether this conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite’s arose 
from jealousy of Consul Pitt, or from a desire to appear of 
more consequence, than any of the other Consuls, in the 
opinion of the Directors, is immaterial, but he insisted on the 
propriety of Sir William Norris coming to Surat, and proceeding 
from that place to Court, and offered that six young gentlemen. 
Writers, should attend the Embassy. 

Sir Nicholas Waite, without authority from Sir William 
Norris, and before he could have received any instnictions 
from him, addressed a letter, in his Consular character, to the 
Mogul, requesting, as the London Company were to be dis^ 
solved, that a Phirmaund, with the same privileges which hiui 

been 
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been granted to them, might be conferred on the English Com- 
pany : — convinced, however, that he had acted precipitately, I7OO-I. 
and before the terms in the Phirmaund were settled, he ex- 
plained to the Mogul, that an Ambassador from the King of 
England might be expected to arrive, with rich presents for 
his acceptance, but, at the same time, cuumcrated the privileges 
which were to be solicited for the English Company, and 
prayed they might be granted to him, as public Minister, and 
Consul General for the English Nation, in the event of the 
Ambassador experiencing any accident, or not being able to 
reach the Mogul’s Court ; vis. liberty of trade, and to settle 
Factories in any ports in the Mogul’s dominions ; — to have free 
ingress and egress for himself and Council, without search ; — ^to 
have licence to hire or build a house and wai ehouses ; — to pay 
only two and a half per cent, customs, in the same manner as 
the English and Dutch formerly did ; — ^to have goods valued 
at prime cost, and not to pay additional duty, on exportation 
from Swally ; — ^that indigo from Agra should only pay two rupees 
and five-eighths per bale ; — tliat the Governors of Provinces 
should be responsible, if the Company’s goods were robbed 
in their passage to Surat ; — ^tliat liberty should be given to coin 
silver in the King’s mint that the Governor of Surat might 
have powers to compel the payment of all debts due to the 
Company ; — ^that wrought plate and provisions should be free of 
customs; — that the Consuls, as King’s Ministers, should be 
allowed flags, palankeens, and other emblems of authority, and 
. all other English subjects forbid to use them ; — that the Governor 

should 
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chap, II I . slionld be obliged to give up such persons as might leaye 
1700-1. the Factory, or shipping, without the Consurs licence; — that 
the Consul might employ any broker he pleased ; and that all 
disputes between the Natives, and English subjects, should be 
settled by the Governor and Consul. 

Having taken these measures. Sir Nicholas Waite informed 
the Ambassador, that the London Company had sent Cojah 
Avennees, an Armenian Vakeel, to Court, to counteract his 
negotiation ; — that he had forwarded the presents of guns, &c., 
with ten soldiers, six Writers, and two Surgeons, under the 
charge of the Reverend Mr. Hackett, the Chaplain, to Bram- 
pore, to wait his arrival ; — ^that he must be careful not to 
interpose his good offices for the London Company, who were 
endeavouring to get free of the Secm’ity Bond which they had 
granted to make good the damages done by the pirates, lest 
.siich interposition might involve the English Company in their 
engagements and debts. These officious proceedings of Sir 
Nicholas Waite were accompanied with a request, that the 
Ambassador would draw on Masulipatam, for what money he 
might want, to defray his charges, as the .^100,000 of stock,, 
.sent by the Court, had been expended in purchasing an invest^ 
ment. 

Having thus described the conduct of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, as it affected the Embassy, we have next, in tracing 
its progress, to look at the measures of Sir William Norris, 
previously to his emi)arkation for Surat. After remaining 
at Masulipatam, till the beginning of May 1700 , the Am* 

bassador 
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CHAP. III. for the English Company, on the Coast ; — in substance, that the 
I 7 OO-I. Phirmaund should be founded on that granted to the English 
Nation, by the King of Golcondah, in the year 1676, at the request 
of Mr. Manwaring, with the following additions ; — a grant of 
the towns of Deverampaut and Madapollam, with the adjoining 
villages, which they then rented at five hundred pagodas per 
annum a mint for coining rupees and pagodas at Madapollam ; 
•—all Company’s servants, and washers of cloths, to be exempted 
from taxes, and all disputes among them decided by the Consul 
and Council ; — the London Company to deliver up their stamps 
and dies for coining ; — ^the Consul to be acknowledged by the 
Native Governors and officers, as the King of England’s Minis- 
ter, and obedience to his orders enforced ; — the Phirmaund to 
be in the name of tbe English Company, established by the 
King and Parliament, and no other English subject to rent any 
towns, or lands, from the Native Governors. 

The manner, rather then the substance of this memorial 
of particulars, to be comprehended in the Phirmaund, which 
Sir William Norris was to negotiate, confirmed the suspicions 
which he had entertained, that the broker of Consul Pitt, as 
well as the Native Chiefs, on the Coromandel Coast, were leagued 
against the progress of his Embassy ; but these suspicions 
were now shifted from the broker, to Consul Pitt himself, 
whom he represented to the Court, in a formal complaint, to 
have thwarted him in tlie objects of his Embassy, and either to 
have been corrupted by the the servants of the London Com- 
pany, or to have acted in a manner contrary to his duty, with a 

view 
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fieir to conceal the private traffic which he had carried on, for ^4 ' 
his own, in opposition to the interests of the Company. 1700-1. 

These suspicions were strengthened, by the reiterated ap- 
plications of Sir Nicholas Waite, who, by daily hircarrahs, 
acquainted the Ambassador, that he was making every prepa- 
ration, at Surat, for his reception, and for his journey, which he 
trusted would defeat the cmnbination against him, by Consul 
Pitt and the Native officers. This intelligence was accompanied 
with complaints of Consul Pitt, for his intemperate language, 
in his correspondence on the commercial concerns of the 
Company, between the Coast and Surat. 

Under these impressions, and from the assurances of Sir 
Nicholas Waite, that every preparation was making at Surat, 
to forward the Embassy, Sir William Norris obliged the Consul 
to change the destination of the ship Somers, that it might 
proceed with him to Surat, for which he sailed from Masuli- 
patam, on the 23d August : — on leaving this port, he accused 
Consul Pitt of breach of duty, and wrote to this effect, not 
only to the Court, but to the Secretary of State. 

After a long and tedious passage, Sir William Norris ar- 
rived at Swally, the 10th December 1/00, and notified his 
cliaract^, and the reception which he expected, to the Go- 
vernor of Surat. At this juncture, (as appeal ed in tlie Annuls 
of the London Company,) Sir John Gayer had come to Surat, 
to mitigate the severities of the Governor against President 
Colt and the Council, that he might extort a compensation 
from them, for the damages done by the pirates, and it was at 

3 F this 
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CHAP. 111. this crisis, that Sir Nicholas Waite intimated the arrival of’ 
iTSsri. the Ambassador ; — ^the Governor, in reply, answered, that un- 
less the King of England’s letter, appointing Sir William Norris 
to this rank, should be laid before hinr, he could not admit 
him as an Ambassador, till he should receive the Mogul's 
orders, for, if he did, it would be .at the risk of losing his 
head, parti<ftiarly as Sir John Gayer (according to the account 
of Sir Nicholas Waite) refused to recognize the Ambassador’s 
authority. 

Under these circumstances. Sir Nicholas Waite informed 
the Court, that he had been obliged to make a large present, 
to counteract Sir John Gayer’s projects of inducing the Go- 
vernor to refuse his acknowledgement of the Ambassador, and 
to receive him with suitable solemnity, but that his resources 
were, by no means, such as could meet the charges of the 
Embassy, which he had, with so much pains, endeavoured 
to bring to Surat ; for he had been obliged to furnish 
the Ambassador with ten thousand rupees in money, and 
with credit tor a lack and a half, which he had bor^ 
rowed, as the stock in hand was exhausted by the invest- 
ment. This effort he- contrasted with the large funds at 
the command of the London Company’s servants, and their 
being in possession of Bombay, which necessarily influenced 
the Governor in their favor : — ^the presents, t>esides, wliich had 
been sent by the Court, had been improperly selected, for, 
instead of rarities, the articles were common, and of little 
esteem in the country. 

Sir 
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Sir William Norris, on this occasion, found himsdf ex- 
tremely embarrassed, and not chusing to proceed without the 1700 - 1 . 
authority of that Presidency to which he had been referred, 
required from Sir Nicholas Waite, and his Council, a written 
order for the sums which he was to offer to the Mogul, and 
to his principal ministers. 

Sir Nicholas Waite, for the first time, began to discover 
the eiifects of his inconsiderate zeal, in diverting the Embassy 
from Masulipatam to Surat, and lowered tlie terms specified in 
his own project of a Pliirmaund for the English Nation, by 
advising Sir William Noms not to press, in his solicitations, 
for any new privileges for the English Company, beyond those 
• which were enjoyed by the London Company, till such time 
as he could receive information of the privileges i-equired by the 
Company’s Presidents, on the Coast of Coromandel and Bay 
of Bengal,* and to request, when this should arrive, that 
besides the Phirmaunds, six lacks of rupees should be annually 
paid to the English Company, for the expence of convoys for the 
Judda and Mocha fleets, and, above all, that the Phirmaunds 
ought to be expressed in such terras, as would give to the Consul 
at Surat, authority to inforce the observation of them. If these 
conditions could be obtained, his opinion was, that the Am- 
bassador might give to the Mogul, and his ministers, besides the 
presents, a sum not exceeding two lacks of rupees : — he tlien 
enumerated the principal officers of the Mogul, to whom por- 
tions of this sum were to be offered ; seven of whom must be 
bribed high, to conciliate them to the interests of the English 
■ 3 F 2 Conipany. 
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CHAP, iir Company. In conducting the negotiation, he oantioned the 
1700 -1. Ambassador, if he expected to succeed, not to dispute widi 
the officers of the Mogul, on the ceremonies, or precedence, 
to which Ambassadors in Europe were habituated, because, 
in the Mogul Empire, such forms could not be admitted. 

Sir William Norris, under these circumstances, set out on 
his journey towards the Moguls camp, on the 26th January 
I7OO-I, with a retinue of sixty Europeans, and three hundred 
Natives: — on the 8th February, he arrived at “ Kokely,” sixty-six 
coss from Surat : at this place he was informed by Sir Nicholas 
Waite, that Sir John Gayer, and the London Company’s ser- 
vants, had been seized and imprisoned by the Governor of Surat, 
but, at the same time, that their Vakeel had gone to Court, to 
negotiate for them, with a credit of two lacks of rupees. 

On the 14th February, the Ambassador reached “ Bancolee,” 
and dispatched a messenger to Sir Nicholas Waite, desiring 
to know, by whose authority Sir John Gayer and the London 
Company’s servants had been seized, as necessary information 
for him, to direct his applications to the Mogul. 

On his Journey, a mutiny took place among the Peons 
attending him, at a time, and in situations, where the ap- 
pearance of the armies of the Hindoo Chiefs, in the vicinity 
of his small camp, and the Mogul troops, keeping them in check, 
endangered his progress. It is remarkable, that, even in this 
early period, the discipline of the small body, which formed 
the Ambassador’s guard, kept both in awe ; nor were those 

dangers 
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dangers lessened by the reports of Sir Nicholas WoUe^ from 
Surat, that a demand had been made on him, by the Governor, 1700-1. 
for a security against the pirates in tlie Southern Indian Seas, 
that is, for obligations precisely the same with those which the 
London Company’s servants had been obliged to grant : — ^this he 
could evade, only, by offering his security for any vessels which 
might be taken by the London Company’s ships, as the Am- 
bassador was on his way to Court, to arrange all those p()ints 
with the Emperor. 

Sir William Norris, on the 19th February, proceeded on 
his journey as far as “ Gelgawn,” near Auruugabad, from 
which he expressed his fears to Sir Nicholas Waite, that should 
Sir John Gayer and the London Company’s servants be re- 
leased from confinement, they would, in revenge for the injuries 
they had sustained, probably blockade the port of Surat ; an 
event which would excite the Mogul’s anger, and consequently 
frustrate the objects of the Embassy ; — he therefore recom- 
mended, that a ship should be constantly stationed off the port,,to 
prevent this measure being resorted to, by the London Company. 

On the 21st February, ihe Ambassador reached “ Damondavee,” 
where he received authority from Sir Nicholas Waite, to pay 
such sums as might be necessary to obtain the privileges, 
it being advisable to give any amount for them, before the 
an’ival of Dr. Davenant, who might counteract the whole of 
the negotiation ; and to induce the Mogul to accede to his 
requests, he w’as empowered to offer six thousand maunds oi 
of lead, per annum, at six rupees per maund. 


Oi. 
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c^p. yi. On the 3d March I7OO-I, the Ambassador reached Braj^- 

1700 -1. pore,” at which it became expedient to pay a visit, in form, to the* 
Vizier “ Gazedee Khan — a short time was spent in adjusting 
the ceremonials, the Ambassador requiring to be admitted to a 
conference, preceded by drums, trumpets, &c., which the 
Vizier refused, as being inconsistent with Bastern usages on 
such occasions. This refusal the Ambassador held ,to be 
derogatory to his dignity, and left Brampore, without having 
a conference with the Vizier, and reached “ Parnella” on the 7th 
April 1701, near which the Mogul’s camp was situated. 

As soon as the Ambassador’s arrival was notified, an order 
was issued, granting him permission to encamp. In these 
circumstances we must leave, for this season, the progress of 
the Embassy, and return to the measures of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, at Surat, in his transactions with the London Com- 
pany’s servants, as explanatory of the investments wluch he 
was enabled to dispatch for Europe. 

Sir Nicholas • Sir Nicholas Waite, (whom the English Company bad 

W^flite's rc* 

pon on the vested with the administration . of such rights and privileges of 

political cir- , • ^ • 

cumh|ances tradc as might be acquired,) had scarcely appointed his Council, 

of the Eng- 

lish Cotnpa- when he became sensible that he could not employ the persons 

i\y, at Surat. 

recommended to him, because they had been dismissed from the 
London Company’s service, in England, and were held to have 
deserved this degradation, from their conduct in India. On 'in- 
quiring into the circumstances of Mr. Annesley and Mr. Bowcher, 
whom the Court of Directors had recommended for seats inCouu- 
,cil, he found, that from their characters, from their, connexion , 

with 
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With the London Company, and from their engagements with the 
Mogul’s officers, they were not men who could be employed in 1700 - 1 . 
such a trust ; and, therefore, he formed a Council of such of 
the civil servants, as he judged best qualified, and, among 
others, appointed Mr. John Lock, the Secretary, to be Fifth in 
Council. 

It appears, even at this early period-, that Sir Nicholas 
Waite was apprehensive of the effects of an Union, on his own, 
and on the rank of the other civil servants, and that a preference 
would be given to the superior standing of many of the London 
Company’s servants ; an Union would, also, expose the English 
Company to the same oppressions which their opponents had ex- 
perienced, and make them liable to pay compensation for damages 
done by the pirates : — to prevent such a consequence, and to fix 
his own authority, he represented to the Court, that his Consular 
powers had not been sufficiently defined in his commission, and 
therefore requested they might be more ample, and distinctly 
describe the rules of his conduct ; in particular, that an Eui’o- 
pean Resident should be constantly stationed at the Mogul’s 
Court, with whom, as Consul, he might communicate, in soli- 
citing the observance of such privileges as might be acquired : — 
though the house which he had hired, as a Factory, Was 
commodious, and situated nearer to the Custom-house, than that 
of the London Company, yet he would require a guard of at 
least twelve efficient soldiers, as the ten soldiers, who had come out 
with him, had proceeded up the country, with the Ambassador’s 
presents :'-'his rank, also, had become a subject of observation, 

and 
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CHAp.ui . anj required support, because the ihformatibnV Aiit thfe 
1700 -1. Company had been continued a Corporatibn, had afiect^'bt^^ 
Companies, for the Natives began to expriras their doubt^ 
the truth of his report, that the London Company were to be 
dissolved, and even to manifest an opinion of the instability of 
the English Government. 

While Sir Nichohis Waite was under these impressions, 
Sir John Gayer arrived from Bombay, to endeavour to rescue 
President Colt, and his Council, from confinement ; and 
had signified to the Governor of Surat, that he would stop all 
country vessels, not having the London Company’s passes, 
unless their goods should be cleared out, and put on boat'd 
their ships : — the Consul, tO obviate the effects of this 
menace, had been obliged to give bond, that the King of 
England would indemnify the Native Merchants for any losses 
they might sustain from the shipping of the London Company, 
and, therefore, rccpiestcd that orders might be immediately 
sent out, to prohibit the London Company from csirrying 
this menace into execution, and, indeed, that they m%ht be 
placed in such a situation, as would prevent their again resorting 
to threats : — on these subjects he desired, that his orders 
might be positive, otherwise the Natives would belieVe that thfe 
whole authority, derived from England, was, in fact, ve^edin 
the London Company. Sir Nicholas Waite next complaint of 
the partiality of Commodore Littleton to the London Company, 
as he had not only rejected all his requests, but had not explained 
to the Governor, and to hhi soh, the relative rights of the two 

Companies, 
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■ at . the time President Colt was appealing to the chap. ui. 
i^ty that the London Company kept possession of Honibay, !• 

and had been continued a Corporation. This conduct of Com- 
modore Littleton had produced the worst conse(|ucuccs, for the 
Governor had distinctly stated, that the Dutch were in posses- 
sion of a more commanding force, to protect the Mogul ships in 
their voyages to and from Judda and Mocha, and tliat neither 
tlie London, nor the JSnglish Companies, had ships to employ 
on this sendee. 

Connecting this report with the state of the trade, Sir -his Repo.t 
Nicholas Waite informed the Court of the proportion of funds mcrdai dr-'" 
which had been employed for the investment, and of the contin- of the Eng- 
.gent expences by which they had been aftected, and concluded liy at Surat, 
with requesting, that a large stock might be sent early from Malabar 
England, to enable him to render Surat a profitable station to his 
employers j — that the Rook Frigate, which had arrived in March 
1700 , had been dispatched, with a stock of a lack of rupees, 
to China, from which she was to return to Mocha, and there to 
fill up her cargo for Europe ; — that the Harwich man of war 
had been ordered on a cruise against the pirates, off Achcen 
that the stock received did not exceed . 5 ^“ 100 , 000 , of which 
^30,000 was reserved to defray the charges of the Embassy 
that, on the balance, he had given orders for the purchase of 
goods, one-third payable on the contract being signed, another 
third when the goods should be half made, . and the remaining 
third when they should be delivered ; — and that, to support the 
Company’s credit, the presents which he, himself, had received, 
voE. in. 3 G had 
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C HAP, nr . Ijad been carried to the Company’s account, and applied to- dfjpr^- 
1700 - 1 . the cliai'ges of building warehouses;-' — that the ship .Nprris . 1^4 
been dispatched to Europe, with an investment .amounting 
346,200 rupees, and the Canterbury, with an investment of 
415,000 rupees ; but that the London Company had a great 
advantage over liiin in the market, from having early received a 
large stock, which had thrown the balance of trade in their fa-, 
vour ; — that he would be compelled to take up money at interest, 
a measure which experience had shewn to have nearly ruined the 
trade of the London Company ; and this necessity could only be 
obviated by a Double Stock, particularly as the Prohibition Act. 
had obliged him to give orders to stop the looms at Ahmedabad, 
and other places, from which articles for the investment had 
been ordered ; — these circumstances would prove, that he had not 
been able to reimburse the Presidency of Masulipatam, for the 
expences it had advanced for the Embassy, and, also, that he 
could not establish the projected Factories at Broach, Ahme- 
dabad, Scindy, and Agra, or on the Malabar Coast, near 
Cananore, though he would accept of the invitation from the 
Rajah of Carwar, and desired orders and stock for that par- 
ticular purpose ; — this commercial detail is concluded with 
requesting, that regular assortments might be sent, of broad- 
cloths, iron guns, iron, lead, glass-ware, optical-glasses, and 
sword-blades. 

These reports are accompanied by accusations of the Lon- 
don Company’s servants, for having used treasonable, expres- 
sions against the King, which had obliged Sir William Norris 

to 
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4b 'apply to the Governor to seize Sir John Gayer, and the iir. 
whole' Factory of the London Company at Surat, and to detain 
■i them, in irons, till the Mogul’s pleasure should be known. At 
any time, such language would have been unjustifiable, but it 
was particularly so, when it appeared that the Governor was in 
the interest of the London Company, and had given recom- 
mendations to the Vakeels they had sent, to oppose the Phir- 
maunds which the Ambassador was to solicit : — the Governor, 
however, had refused to imprison Sir John Gayer and Mr. Colt, 
till he should receive the Mogul’s orders, and had subsequently 
released them from confinement in the Factory, on their giving 
security to await this event.<‘) 

3 G 2 The 

(1)— Correspondence between Sir WiJliam Norris and Sir Nicholas Waitc^ while at 
Masulipatam, and during his journey to the Mogul’s Camp, 12th April, l6th, 23d, 30tb, 
and 31st May, 12th and 22d June, 1st July, 5th and' yth August, Jpth September, 4th and 
30th November, 5tb, lOtb, I3th, lytb, and 2lst December i;oo, 14th, 20tb, and 23d 
January, Ist, 6th, 8tb, gth, 12th, 14th, 17th, igth, 2lst, and 27th February, 3d, 8lh, and 18th 

March 170O-I.— Letter from Sir William Norris to the Court, 1 gth August 1700. 

Letter from Sir William Norris to the Governor of Surat, 26th December 1700. Corres- 

pondence between Sir William Norris and Consul Piit, 6th June, 3d and 22d August 1 700. 

Copies of Phirmaunds to be requested for Surat and Coromandel, 14lb May and 14th 

August 1700.'— Letters (general) from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat to the 
Court 9th> 48th, 25tb, and 30th April, 3d May, l6th August, 21st September, 30th Novem* 
her, 2l8t and 24th December 170O, 6tb, 8th, 13th, 15th, and igih March 17OO-I.-— 

Letters from Sir Nicholas W^aite to the Mogul, and Governor of Surat, I4lh May, 7th 
October, 7th December 17OO, 15th January, 8th, I3th, and J8th February 1700-I.— - 
Correspondence between Sir Nicholas Waite and the Presidency of Masulipatam, 1st July, 

3d, 7th, .and 20ih August, Istapd 27th September 1700.—— Correspondence between Sir 
Nicholas Waite and the Presidency of Hughly, tathand 27th September 1700, 27th January 
1760-1, and 25lh March 1701. 
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Ylje transactions of Consul Pitt, on ’the €!bjitol(^!Ki^i£& 
1700-1. Coast, as far as regarded the Embassy, having already ‘b^n 

Consul Pitt's ^ . t ‘ V r i. 

report on his detailed, require only to be referred to, as a braiich of tne #, 

transactions 

ramN"^'' *' Company’s foreign transactions, in this season. His 

account of the Embassy, before Sir William Norris quitted 
Masulipatara, consisted only of a vindication of his own 
conduct, against the suspicions and accusations of the Am- 
bassador, to prevent any im])roper impression on the Court. 
This vindication stated, that instead of having obstructed 
the journey of the Ambassador from Masulipatam, by Gol- 
condah, to the Mogul’s camp, every effort had been made> 
on his part, to facilitate a mission, which involved equally 
the reputation of the English Nation, and the interests 
of the English Company ; — that the best evidence he could 
adduce, was tlie expences of the Ambassador, during his 
residence on the Coromandel Coast, which had amounted to 
113,000 rupees ; — that, after the fullest preparations had been 
made for his journey, under the pretext that two Fouzdars had 
refused to furnish oxen, (which, however, they afterwards gave,) 
he had diverted the line of trade, for which the ship Somers was 
intended, and employed that vessel to carry himself, and suite, to 
Surat, notwithstanding a notice from the Mogul, that it was 
expected he would proceed by land. 

Consul Pitt, therefore, and his Council, protested against 
the Ambassador’s conduct, and informed the Court, that his 
voyage to Surat had been undertaken by the advice of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, whose letter to the Mogul had done great prejudice to 

the 
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.ytfcie Company’s affairs on the Coast, and that the charges of the *'! • 

, JEmbassy, and the present to “ Assed Khan,” the Vizier, (who 1700*1* 

, had expressed his displeasure on the occasion, and whose 
good offices ^yere essential for the Company’s interests,) had 
materially embarrassed the funds; — that not having received 
bills from Surat, to reimburse the charges for the Embassy, 
either the Company’s investment must have been at a stand, 
or money borrowed ; — on the whole, that he Imd transmitted 
documents, to support this vindieation of his conduct, to the 
Court, to which he referred, for a decision, not only on the 
subjects in dispute, between the Ambassador and himself, but 
on the measures for the Company’s interests, which he had felt 
it his <luty to pursue. 

On the subject of the Company’s trade. Consul Pitt — his repoit 

f n the situa- 

represented, that the blame attributed to him, because the •'of 'he 

* ^ ^ EnglishConik 

homeward-bound ships had not arrived in the first year, 

evidently arose from an expectation which could not be realized, 
for till Factories could be settled, and exchanges com- 
menced, it was impossible to provide investments ; — that in the 
course of the season I 7 OO-I, however, he had contracted with 
the merchants for an investment, which he estimated at 
263,460 pagodas ; — that the profits from their sales, in India, 
would be narrow, there being 110 market for Europe cloths, and 
the exchange of them for Coast cloths impossil)le, on account 
of the prohibition of Indian manufactures in England, a 
measure which, he foresaw, would be as ruinous to trade, as 
the settling of two Companies, by authority of the Legislatur*; ; 

— that 
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CHAP. m. — t]j0t he could not but compare the equipments of the 
1700 - 1. London Company, which, in this season, amounted to twelve sail; 

with the equipments of the English Company, which consisted 
of nine sail only; — that though favorable accounts had been 
received of the new Settlement in Borneo, and of the Prince’s 
Nish^n in Bengal, still the trade must remain on a narrow 
scale, and under great disadvantages ; — ^that his own situation 
was peculiarly* distressing, as it would have been better he had 
not been vested with the commission of Consul, unless he 
had beep enabled to render his orders efficient, for the 
government of Madras disregarded and disavowed his authority, 
which had obliged him to narrow the trade, and relinquish 
the plan of a Settlement at Porto Novo. (*> 

Sir Edward From the accounts communicated to the Court, in the 
port on his preceding season, of the refusal of Mr. Beard, the London 

fiicnsurcs lor 

seconding I he Company’s President, at Calcutta, to acknowledge the authority 
Ambassador of Sir Edward Littleton, as Consul for the English Nation in 

in soliciting a 

Fhirmaund. BENGAL, and fVom the difficulty with which even a small proper- 
tion of Bengal trade could be procured, for the shipping of the 
English Company, we are prepared to expect, only, the continua- 
tion of the eftbrts which Sir Edward Littleton could make, to 
assist the Embassy of Sir William Norris, and to purchase 

temporary 


(1) — Letters (general) from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam and Madapollam 
to the Court, March, 24ih September 170O, and lOth March 1/00-1.— — Correspondence 
between Consul Fiit and Sir Nicholas Waite at Surat, 30lh May 1700, 3d January, and 
24lh February J/OO-l.-^ — Letter from Consul Pitt to Sir William Norris, 29ih March 1701. 
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teiftporary grants, to carry on trade till the Phirmaund could 
be obtained, and of the manner in which he proceeded, in 1 700-1 
making a small investment, to give the English Company a share* 
in the profits of the Bengal trade. 

Sir Edward Littleton, to assist the Ambassador, granted 
a eommission to “ Mahmood Hareph,” (whom he described as a 
person conversant in all matters regarding Bengal,) to attend 
Sir William Norris, and assist him as a Vakeel, but, was of 
opinion with Consul Pitt, that it would have been more advisable 
for the Ambassador, or some of his retinue, to have gone from 
Masulipatam to the Mogul’s camp, than to have altered his 
plan, and sailed to Surat, particularly after he received in- 
telligenee of the death of the Mogul’s Duan, and the un- 
certainty of the character of the minister, who might succeed 
him. 

Taking a general review of all the circumstances which had 
occurred since his arrival, Sir Edward Littleton stated, that, at 
first, he could only obtain the same terms which had been 
granted to the Interlopers, that is, to pay three thousand 
rupees for permission to make sales and purchases for each ship, 
and give security for six thousand more, should the Ambas- 
sador not procure a Phirmaund within the year; — that this, in 
fact, was only a sulFerance to remain as traders in the country, 
and all that could be hoped for, in the Phirmaund, was to 
have the same privileges which the Loudon Company enjoyed, 
though, if permission to establish a mint at Hughly could Ije 
acquiicd, it would give to the English Company a decided supe- 
riority ; — 
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— His report 
on the slate 
of trade in 
Bengal. 


riority ; — that, under the t’cmporaiy permission which had been 
porchasedj he bad established .l>d:€pries at Baz^laboiex; iajidn 
Dacca, hut from the want of Bhctors and Writers#, j^operly*- 
qualified, he had not attempted a Factory at Cossimbu^aH' 
or Mawja, and, till he knew the issue of the appheatiw 
for the Phirmaund, it would not he prudent to enlarge the 
trade, or to pay farther rents for buildings or warehouses, 
because these would be more chargeable than any expences 
%vhich would be incurred in building a Factory ; — that he had, 
however, procured an ordei' for such a building, and would, 
after the rainy season, fix on a situation, and make preparations 
for this undertaking. 

On the state of the trade in Bengal, Sir Edward Little* 
ton made a comparison between the stock and funds of the 
London and English Companies, and of their respective, 
equipments, diawing from it an inference of what would be 
the effects of an Union, on the funds of the Engbsh Conir 
pany, and on the relative ranks of their servants the stock 
of the London Company, for this season, exceeded that pf 
tlic English, in the proportion of to fwo their ships 
had arrived early in the season, which had given them a 
decided advantage in the market: — the difference betu^een 
the equipments bore a still greater proportion, the Ltwi^on. 
Company having Ju?e ships, while the English Company liad 
only one, and, therefore, they necessarily pre-occupied the 
jnarket, in the purchase of Bengal goods ; but though they 
had been continued a Corporation, if the English (^lompany. 

would 
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ivottld fiend an ' iin]^ stock, he did not despair of 

obtainini' a superiority in trade ;-^in the hope of receiving: 17 ^ 0 - 1 . 
such stocky he was making an experiment to obtain goods fronti 
Agra and the Upper Provinces, but the opposition of the 
London Company's servants still continued, for they would not 
hear his commission read ; — ^the cargoes of goods from Eng- 
land had not only been small, but the best articles had been 
selected, and taken into the Ckanpany's stores, by Consul Pitt, 
at Masulipatam; — Sir Edward Littleton concluded, that the 
whole of these circumstances were discouraging, as their rival 
had been continued a Corporation, and he was under tiie im- 
. pression, that the English Company’s stock would be absorbed 
in that of the London Company. In the event of an Union, 
hd tirtifitdH provision would be made, that the English Com- 
pany would not be made responsible for the debts of the 
London Company; or the young men, whom they had sent 
out to be Factors, take precedence of the English Company’s 
junior servants. 

This view of the commercial circumstances of the two 
Companies, the Consul hoped, would explain the efforts which 
had been made, to provide investments, and dispatch the homc- 
ward-bbund ships. On the Antelope, 3870,000 in goods, had 
been laden, and on the Tankerville, an investment estimated at 
168,000 rupees, notwithstanding the discouragement from the 
Prohibition Act; and every effort should be made, to collect 
the largest proportion of raw-silk, to reduce the price, at the 
Turkey Company’s sales, of that valuable article. 

3 H 
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In the management of the trade, Sir Edward Littletom 
1700-1. explained, that the English Ck>mpauy’s servants had beei; much* 
distressed, for want of pilots, acquainted with the soundings of 
the Ganges, and their stores endangered, from being without 
a proper guard, the greatest part erf the soldiers, brought from 
England, having died or deserted, and many of their seamen 
left tlie service ; an evil, against which some regulation should 
be provided, by taking an obligation from the country vessels 
to pay a thousand rupees for every English seaman who might 
be found on board, without the Consul’s licence. 

From this situation of the Presidency of Hugbly, Sir 
Edward Littleton submitted to the Court, that a large stock 
should be sent,, in the ensuing season, otherwise it would be 
impracticable for the English Company to obtain a proportion 
of the trade, which the large funds of the London Company 
were daily enabling them to engross. 

Report The speculation which the Court of Directors had adopted, 

of President ^ / 

CatchpOTie^^ of Opening a trade on the Island of Borneo, and connecting it 
trade^and the ^yith the exchanges and imports from China, forms an interesting 
s^tficm^nt at foreign transactions of the English Company, in 

dore^°”' season. Mr. Landen had, last year, embarked, with a 

Council, to settle at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, and Mr. 
Catcbpoole, with the character of Consul, as well as President, 

to 


(1)— Letter* (general) from Sir Edward Littleton and Council at Hogbly to the Court, * 
4 th June J700, 18 th January, and I8lh February 1700-I.— Letter* from the Presidency 
of Hughly to the Presidency of Surat, 4th June 17OO, 18 lh January 170O-I. Letter* 



EAST-INDIA COMPANT, 


419 


to attempt a trade at some of f he ports on tlic Coast of China. 

Mr. Landen had succeeded, for when Mr. Catchpoole, in the l/OO-l. 
Eaton Frigate, arrived at Barijar-Massin, he found an esta- 
blished Factory; and though there is no account from Mr. 

Landen, of the circumstances under which he acquired this 
station, or of the sales or purchases which he had made, 

President Catchpoole was induced to form an intercourse be- 
tween Borneo and Chiisan, near Liampo, to which he proceeded 
with the Eaton, to commenee a trade. 

Having reached Chusan, in September I7OO, Mr. Catch- 
poole was received, in a friendly manner, by the Governor, where 
he remained, without being able, from this period to the 9th 
December, to obtain permission to land goods or to trade, or 
procure a chop for that privilege. At last the chop was granted, 
for which he agreed to pay two per cent., in full of all duties, 
and a rent of five tale, per month, for his house and warehouses. 

As soon as he began to act on this grant, he discovered 
that it was a temporary, instead of a permanent permission to 
trade, for it was only a licence for this vessel to sell and 
purchase goods, and no permanent grant could be had, ex- 
cept by an Embassy to the Emperor, the charges of which 
were estimated at ^10,000 ; it was, therefore, left to the con- 
sideration of the Court, to give instructions, whether they 
would undertake such an Embassy, and incur so large an ex- 
pence, for without embracing both of these measures, a fixed 
trade could not be expected. 


3 H 2 
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CttAP.'iH. In the course of the season, the Macclesield ,G^y was 
ifo^. dispatched from Chusan for Europe, with a fiilL cargo, but it 
was found that an investment for the Trumbal, or Eaton, could 
not be purchased; the Trumbal, therefore, was dispatched to 
Borneo, for pepper, and ordered to touch at Amoy, to take on 
board twenty of the crew of the Harwich man of war, which 
had been wrecked on that coast. 

President Catchpoole, after the experience of a few months, 
found, that it was impossible to obtain produce, without 
making an advance in money, or Europe goods, and giving the 
manufacturers six or seven months time to bring in China goods : 
— Whence, from the evasive proceedings of the Governor and his 
officers, and from the nature of the chop which he had pur- 
chased, he was satisfied there was no security that the articles 
contracted for would be delivered, and, therefore, recommended 
to the Court the expediency of forming a Settlement on the 
Island of Pulo Condoee, situated between China and Batavia, 
as preferable to any establishment which could be made in the 
Empire of China : — this project he proposed should be expe- 
rimental, only, and that it should be tried by some of the crew of 
the Harwich, attended by proper officers and mechanics : — for 
this service the Trumbal was to touch at Amoy, for twenty of 
the Harwich’s crew, sail to the Island, take possession of it in 
the King's name, and raise a temporary fortification for their 
defence. The object of this establishment Mr. Catchpoole 
explained to be, that of forming a check on the Chinese Go- 
vernment, should they seize the Company’s property, detain 

their 
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their servants, w refuse to pay the debts due to them, and chap, nr . 
recommended to the Court, to apply for conditional letters of J^OO-1. 
reprizal, empowering him to make -prizejs of China ships, 
and to detain the crews, as hostages, and the ships, as a 
compensation ; — meantime, he trusted he would be able to dis- 
patch the Eaton, with a rich cargo, by the next monsoon.(‘> 


(l)— Letters from the President Catchpoole and Council to the Court, from Banjar- 

Massin in Borneo, July and August 17OO. Letters from President Catchpoole and 

Council to the Court, from Chusan in China, llth October, 14 th November, 2 l 8 tandldih. 
December 1700. 
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1701 - 2 . 


LONDON COMPANY. 


CHAP. iir. 


1701-2. 

The necessity 
of an Union 
between the 
two Compa- 
nies becomes 
apparent to 
Parliament. 


The proceedings of the two Companies in England, from 
the period when their rights Mid interests were placed in oppo- 
sition, have exhibited only proofs of the impolicy and impracti-,. 
cability of this speculation, and of the commercial losses to both, 
and to the nation : — the period, however, had now arrived, 
when the two Companies became satisfied, that farther oppo- 
sition of interests must terminate in the bankruptcy of the one, 
or of the other, and when Parliament were convinced, that 
the continuance of this opposition would destroy the direct trade 
between England and the East-Indies. 


In illustration, it is necessary, only, to refer to the declining 
credit of the English Company, to their want of experience, 
and to the efforts of the London Company in resisting 
their rival, both at home, and in India, to discover the 
source of the Parliamentary discussions on the .subject ; dis- 
cussious which led to the Union of the London and English 
Companies, as the only remedy for repairing the losses which 
each hud sustained, or for restoring an important branch of the 
trade and navigation of the kingdom. 


At 
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At the outset, the English Company, resting on their 
superior rights, anticipated the probability of annihilating the 
London Company, and of becoming, in tliree years, the exclu- 
sive possessors of the East-India trade ; but, even in this short 
period, they found, that not only their stock was depreciated, 
and their commercial efforts unproductive, but were convinced, 
that though the London Company were daily incurring debts by 
large advances of money, and though their foreign stations were 
exposed to the oppressions of the Native Powers, yet their funds 
and credit continued unimpaired, and that the servants of the 
English Company wotild ultimately have to meet those very 
. oppressions from the Indian Powers, which they hsid seen nearly 
overwhelming the London Company. 

We have, therefore, to trace the events which were bring- 
ing forward the Union of the two Companies, and the instruc- 
tions which the resolutions of each, to unite, induced them to 
convey to their servants* abroad j and perhaps the state of 
Europe, preparing for^the war of the Succession, facilitated 
this termination of opposition, between practice and speculation. 

At the opening of the London Company's transactions, 
in the months of April and May 1701, their Committees, on 
i«ceiving information of the continued exactions of the Go- 
vernor of Surat, and of the Mogul Government, on their 
Settlements and trade, and finding a rise of price in the 
Europe articles required for their exports, and difficulty in 
sales of Indian produce, either for home consumption, or for 
re-exportation, came to the resolution of making a proposition 

to 


4 ^^ 
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to Parliament, (founded On th'e appointment of a XSoiilimittee 
lJrOO-1, of the House of Commons, ** to rfecoive proposals for paying 
•** off the National Debts, and advandng the credit Of tire 
Nation,^’) to pay off the stock of the English Company 
and separate trade, that is, to pay off the two millions, 
at five per cent : — ^this offer, it was conceived, would remove 
the chief obstacle to an Union, as the Legislature were satisfied 
of the importance of the direct trade between England and the 
East-Indies, and disposed to restore the balance of the Indian 
trade in favour of the English nation : — ^but this proposition, 
though approved of by the Committee, was rejected by the 
House of Commons. 

A Commit- The Court of Directors, finding that relief could not be 
obtained by an application to Parliament, and satisfied, notwith- 

manage the .it • • i . * « 

negotiations standing the Act continuing them a Corporation, that their 

for an Union, . . , . 

affairs must continue exposed to much distress, when the munth 
of September 1701 should arrive, (or the time specified in the 
Act of 1698, constituting the English Company,) came to a 
resolution, to resort to the plan of arbitration, and appointed a 
Committee of Seven to negotiate the business. This Com- 
mittee, at first, reported to the General Court, that they had 
not been able to ascertain the intentions of the English Company j 
and on the 17 th April 17®!} it was resolved, by a General Court, 
to empower the Committee of Seven, with the approbation of 
the Court of Committees, to receive proposals for an Union, or 
to make proposals themselves, for the benefit and advantage 
of the Company, of which public notice was given. 


On 
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. ,,On ,t|ie. 23d Aprils -itlw Court nict tp repeive such prp^psuls 
j^.^ght be laid before tJrc^u, when a plan, suggested by Mr- Jobu 
iraper to the Governor, was read, and Sir Basil Firebraep 
informed the Court, that he had offers to make, which h? 
doubted not would produce an Union between the two Com- Uuio!,. 
panics, but desired that a recompence might be allowed him for 
bis trouble, in the event of both Companies coming tp an ^greer 
went On the 24th, the Court resolved, that the Committee ol 
Seven, or any five of them, should be authorized, exclusively, 
to receive or make proposals, subject to the ultimate approbation 
nf the General Court, and also to settle the recompence to be 
given to Sir Basil Firebracc, provided he could accomplish this 
important business. 

The Committee of Seven, after repeated conferences with 
Sir Basil Firebracc, submitted, on the 6lh June l/Ol, to the 
CieH<t of Committees, that as a recompence, if he effected the 
Union, ^150,000 of the stock of the Company should be 
transferred to him, on his paying ^’80 for each ^100 stock, 
tlmt is, a reward of ^20 per cent, on this sum, as a compen- 
sation for his serviqes. 

. ^ , On the 26th September 1701, Sir Basil Firebracc applied 
to the Court to prolong the time for the negotiation, which was 
to eitpire on the 29th September I 70 I, when it was agreed, that 
lie should be desired to proceed in bringing the treaty to a 
conclusion, and assured, that tlicy would represent his services 
to the , General Court, for such recompence as they should think 

3 I 


proper. 
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The conferences, however, continued, iit>mtbis period, tilt 
1701 -2. the month , of January 1701-2, when the generfd terms of 

General . 

terms of the U1HOB1 Were agreed on by both Companies ; or that a Committee 

Union agreed 

on. of twelve, of each Company, should be appointed a Court of 

Managers each Company to contribute a moiety of what the 
Managers should think fit to export ; — ^the Court of Managers 
to have the future direction of all matters relating to trade and 
Settlements, but the Factors of each Company to manage the 
•separate stocks of their respective employers, sent out before the 
Union, and to return the same, and clear all accounts and , 
debts in India, before the expiration of seven years, at which 
time, one great Joint Stock Company was to be formed, by the 
Union of the two Companies^ — ^This agreement, or instrument 
of Union, was approved of by the General Courts of both 
Companies, on the 27th April 1702. 

Report on (he 111 comuiunicating this event to the General and President 

subject (>f the 

Union, bythe of SuRAT, aud to the Other Presidencies in India, the Court 

Court,to their ^ 

Committees informed them, that, though they Iiad a deep 
sense of their sufferings, from the heavy accusations of piracy, 
the malicious attempts of the English Company against them, 
and the cruelty, extortion, and oppression of the Mogul Gover- 
nors, yet they requested an oblivion of those injuries, and, as, in 
future, the interests of the two Companies were the same, and 
the former competitions of their servants in India had affected 
the prices of exports and imports, and injured the general trade, 
that the Union had become indispensable — the general* in- 
structions, therefore, were, that kindness and good offices 

should 
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sihpuld, in future, be shewn by them, to the servants of the English chap, iii 
Company, in the same manner as had been recommended by the 1701 - 2 . 
.Directors of the English Company, towards the servants of the 
London Company. As a particular instruction, the Presidency of 
Surat were required to clear off all the remains of Europe goods 
in their warehouses and Factories, and to wind up the ac- 
counts, as soon as possible : — the Court, on this occasion, farther 
trusted, that the indifference which the Dutch and French 
nations had shewn to the distresses of Sir John Gayer, and of 
the President and Council, instead of proceeding from national 
opposition, in fact had arisen from the Directors of the Com- 
panies of those nations having observed, that, as the English were 
'divided among themselves, they could not he disposed to support 
either, but to avail themselves of their dissensions, for their 
own profit : — this evil, it was hoped, would cease, as soon as 
they should be informed of the Union of the two Companies, 
and, at some future period, an adequate rccomi)ence for 
their losses from the Mogul, and his officers, might be obtained ; 
an exact account, therefore, was to be kept, of all those losses, 
to become the foundation of remonstrances, or a reason for the 
employment of force. 

The separate instructions given by the Court to the General Sep.iraie in- 

^ ^ slruciions lor 

and Presidency of Surat, under these circumstances, were, in Bombay and 

^ Surat, and 

substance, to endeavour, by every possible means, to sti-engthcn cquip.nenu 
Bombay, as a seat of trade and place of defence; — to be on thetwson. 
their guard against the depredations of the Muscat Arabs ; — to 
encourage the cultivation of white pepper at Carwar, and (as 

3 12 
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CHAP. III. the Dutch had not withdra^vn from Anjeogo) to complete the 

1701 - 2 . fortification of that station ; — to abandon the project of settling 
at Gounan,” ifi the Mahratta country ; — and to make known 
to the Governor of Surat, that Captain Kidd, and several other 
pirates, had been convicted, and hung in chains at Tilbury ; 
a proof of the detestation in which the Government of England 
held the crimes of the pirates. 

The equipments for the season 1701-2 were, — the Howland 
and the Regard, for Bombay and Surat ; the Colchester, for 
the CoA.ST ; the Wentworth, for Bengal ; and the Chambers 
Frigate, the Aurungzebe, the Fleet Frigate, and the Union, for 
China. The Aurungzebe was to return from China to Surat, 
thence to go to Mocha, for aloes, coftec, and olibanuui, and 
then to touch at Surat, to complete her cargo for Europe. The 
prospect of war, which had retarded tlic sailing of the vessels, 
during this .season, produced an order, that the homeward- 
bound fleet should keep in company with the Dutch. 

Death ofKing The death of King William, on the 8th March 1701-2, 

'William^ aiul • • a t i 

iici'fssicn of and the accession of Queen Anne, did not produce any 

Queen Anne. . i • . , 

change in the politics of England, with respect to the Conti- 
nental Powers, for Parliament, in their Address to the Queen, 
promised to support Her Majesty, in such measures as she might 
adopt, for opposing the exorbitant power of France. This event 
gave the Court confidence in the Union, and its advantages to 
the general interests of the East-India trade, notwithstanding the 
Dcclai ation of War by the Queen, the Emperor, and the States 
General, against France and Spain, on the 4th May 1702, and 
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the general embargo and impress of seamen, which would ni. 

prevent the dispatch of the last ships of the season, I70I - 2 , 

Tile orders of the Court to the Agents in Peusia, this The insiruc- 

tions to Persia 

season, at its opening, and at its close, corresponded with those varied, in the 

’ I *=> ' ‘ progress of 

which have appeared in the dispatches to Surat. At the com- the Union, 
mencernent, when the prospect of the Union was uncertain, the 
Court gave di.scrctionary instructions regarding the English Com- 
pany’s ships, should they interfere in the Persian trade, and 
directions to explain to that Government, that the Loudon Com- 
pany would continue in the exclusive possession of their rights, 
in which the English Company were not to participate ; but 
censured the Agent at Gombroon, for his “ too vivil ” recep- 
tion of Captain Montague, conimaudcr of au English Company’s 
ship ; — but lest the Union might he interpreted by the Governor, 
as evidence that all English subjects enjoyed the same rights, 
it was ordered, that the disputes, between the Agents in Persia 
and the brokers, should be adjusted, that advantage might not 
be taken of this circumstance, by the English Company s Agent, 
to introduce a separate trade in Persia. 

As war in Europe was probable, the Agent was ordered to 
purchase as great a ejuantity ot raw-silk, Caiamania wool, and 
drugs, as he could obtain, because these articles would lisc in 

price, 


Letters from the Court of the LonJon Company to theGcner.nl and Connell ol 

IVimb.ty, and President iwid Council of Surat, l llh and iGlh April, Gth May, 27 lh June, 
lyib Seplcrabcr l/Ol, r2lh January 170I-2, 4 th and I 4 lh May 1702. Mimilcs ot 

Gener.il Cor.m, and Comts of Comnaitti-cs of the London Company, 17th, lytli, 23 d, -! Jili, 

and 30 th April, O'th June, 2Gth and 27th September 170I, and 27 lh April j;02. 
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price, from the improbability that the usual quantities of Persian 
1701-2. goods, particularly silk, could be imported, either from Spain or 
Italy. 

After, however, the plan of an Union was adopted, the 
instructions coincided with those sent to Surat, or that the 
Agents were, in future, to observe the most friendly intercourse 
with the Agents of the English Company, there being but one 
interest to be consulted.C^ 

Jnstrnctioni There does not occur, this season, in the instructions to 

to the Presi- 

deucy of Fort tlic Presidency of Fort St. George, any order, previously to 

Sf. George, ^ y r j 

in conse- the agreement for an Union of the two Compimies, except an 

quence of *11 

•tic Union, approbation of the vigour and prudence so eminently manifested 
by President Pitt, in resisting and defeating the projects of Con- 
sul Pitt : — this approbation is accompanied with a recital of the 
transactions between the two Courts, which hafl terminated in 
establishing the basis of their Union, and with a recommendation, 
similar to that which had been given to the Presidency of Surat, 
to forget former injuries, by their rivals, and to unite with them 
in one mutual system of effort, to lower the prices of Coast 
goods, to the rates at which they had been purchased, before 
the existence of the English Company ; and that the goods selected 
should be of better quality, though less in quantity and price. 
These orders, it was expected, would have the effect (though an 
opposition of powers and of mercantile interests had, for a few 
years, subsisted between Madras iind Masulipatam) to convince 

the 

l4etter9 from the Court to the Agent and Council in Persia, 26lh Apiil, 61I1 May, 
J/Ol, and 22d May J702. 
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the Native merchants and manufacturers, that both Companies 
had but one object, the sale of Europe produce, on the best 
terms, and the purchase of Indian articles, at the cheapest rates. 

The expediency (if not the necessity) of the Union, is 
farther illustrated, by the orders to withdraw the Out-factories 
which had been established, to prevent the English Company 
from obtaining stations of trade, and to save the cxpences which 
had been incurred in these precautionary measures, but to con- 
tinue the fortified stations, and to keep them in the best state 
of defence, against the Native Powers : — ^the wall round the 
Black Town of Matlras was to be finished, to render this seat of 
the English power and' trade impregnable to any of the com- 
petitors for the Mogul Empire, or to the Hindoo Chiefs, 
should they prevail in the Decan, to prevent them from levying 
arbitrary contributions in the countries in the immediate 
vicinity of the Fort, or exacting large sums, from their opinion 
of the revenues. 

The equipments intended for this station, in connexion 
with China, have already been enumerated, and, in the 
preceding season, the intentions of the Court to form a series of 
exchanges between the trade of China, and that of the Coast of 
Coromandel have been detailed. The Chambers Frigate was to 
return from China to Madras, that the profits from the sale 
of the China goods, at that place, might become an additional 
fund for the purchase of the Coast goods, required in the 
Europe market, and thus, by enlarging the circuit of 

exchanges. 


CHAP. HI. 
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CHAP^i. exchanges, the profits^ abroad might add to those expwt6d from 

1701 - 2 . the sales at home. '<•) 

-itistrociicin In the preceding season, the Court had directed that Ben- 

to the Agent 

and Council cooEEN, and the Others tations in Sumatra, should be under the 

atBcncouIen. 

management of the President and Council of Fort St. George; 
that York Fort should be streng-thened, and small armed 
vessels, and a reinforcement of Caffres for its defence, sent 
from tliis Presidency : — the same orders are repeated, in the in- 
structions of this season, with the addition, that encourage- 
ment should be given to the Chinese inhabitants, and the custom, 
or duty, on pepper bought by country shipping, having the 
Company’s pass, reduced to one halfpenny per pound. Tria- 
mong having been found unhealthy, the Agent was to ex- 
ercise his discretionary powers, in removing that Settlement 
to BentalJ.” 

The commercial instructions were general, or that the 
largest proportion of pepper should he obtained, and only a 
small quantity of benjamin ; — ^the two ships, destined for 
China, had orders* to touch at Bcncoolen, for all the pepper 
which the Settlement could afibrd, on paying for it one half- 
penny per pound, advance, on the prime cost : — the correspon- 
dence, in future, was to be placed under the same distinct heads, 
as at the other Settlements. 

Similar 

(1) — Letters from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 17th 
September 1701, Uth February, Cth and 13 tb March 1701-2, 

( 2 ) — Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council alBencoolen, 8 th July, 171I1 
September l/OL and I 4 ih February 170l~2. 
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Similar instructions, with those «ent to Fort St. Greorge, hi. 

were conveyed by the Court to the Presidency of Bengal, on 

— Andtolhft 

the precarious state of the rights under which the London Com- PresiJency ot 

Iteugdl. 

puny held their possessions and carried on their trade, speci- 
fying. that the basis of the Union, between the two Companies, 
had been settled, and recommending to President Beard con- 
ciliatory measures towards the Agents of the English Com- 
pany : — competition, between the two Companies, was, in future, 
to cease, and the extension of trade to be the eommon object : — 

As the necessity, which had obliged this Presidency to be lavish 
in presents to the Native Governors and Officers, no longer 
existed, frugality was to be observed by both Companies, in 
the bribes or presents which they might give for permission to 
carry on the United Trade : — these instructions were not intended 
to detract from the merits of President Beard, his Council 
or subordinate Agents, in resisting the pretensions, or checking 
the commercial encroachments of the English Company ; on 
the contrary, their conduct had the fullest approbation of the 
Court. 

The equipments for Bengal, in this season, were abridged, 
both because the Prohibition Act had rendered an enlarged 
tonnage unnecessary, and because competitions in the Eng- 
lish market no longer existed ; the investment, therefore, 
was to comprehend Bengal goods of the best sorts, and, on 
account of the approaching war in Europe, a large proportion 
of raw -silk, drugs, and the finest indigo. This assortment was 
the more necessary, from the probability of convulsions in the 
VOL. III. 3 K Peninsula 
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A direct trade 
to China 
formed, un- 
der the ma- 
nagement of 
Supercar- 
goe». 


Peninsula, on the Emperor’s death : — ^in this view, ^s6,’ Fort 
William was ordered to be fortified in the strbngest mariner, 
and made a regular Pentagon, defended by bastions, that, in 
the event of the Out-Factories being withdrawn, the Company’s 
servants and property might find a place of safety, which 
would enable them, on any emergency, to retire from the 
country, without being subjected to similar restrictions, or im- 
prisonment, as at Surat/ri 

Tlie Committees of the London Company continued their 
efforts to establish a trade to China, even after the English Com- 
pany had ceased to be their rival, for, in this season, while the ne- 
gotiation was pending, the Chambers Frigate and the Aurungzebe 
were dispatched for Amoy, under the charge of Mr. Dolben and 
three Supercargoes, to purchase an investment ; one vessel was 
to return to Surat, that the profits from the sale of the China 
produce might come in aid of the investment from that Presi- 
dency, and the other to Fort St. George, with the like object ; 
discretionary powers, however, were given to these Supercar- 
goes, either to attempt the sales or investments at Liampo, or at 
Canton, as tjie probability of trade might encourage them. 

After the basis of the Union was settled, the same orders, 
for conciliatory conduct towards the ships of the English 
Company, were repeated, and, as the season advanced, when 
the certainty of the Union was known, the ships, the Fleet Fri- 
gate and the Union, were dispatehed direct for Canton, with 

lists 

( 1 )— Letters from the Court to the President and Council of Fort William, 12th Ja- 
nuary and 5th March 1/01-2. 
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lists of goods, nearly the same as in the preceding season ; chap, hi . 
except that, on account of the approaching wai* in Europe, the l70'l-2 
investment was to comprehend a large proportion of raw-silk, 
and the quantity of teas to depend on the goodness of their 
quality : — wrought silks, however, were not to form part of the 
investment, as the Prohibition Act would prevent the sale of 
themln England ; — the Supercargoes were to follow such orders 
as they might receive from the Secret Committee of the Court i 
hut, as a general order, the produce of all private goods, sent 
for sale in China, was to be invested in gold, to prevent the 
tonnage being filled up with bulky commodities/') , 

In the early pai t of this season, the Court directed the Order* to the 

^ * Governor of 

•Governor and Council of Si\ Helena to exact the regular st. Helena, 

on the Union. 

custom from all ships, not in the Company’s service, with the 
exception of men of war, who were to be allowed to water and 
purchase provisions, duty free. 

From the probability of a war with France, the stations at 
Sayp Valley, Sandy Bay, and Munden’s Mount, were to be 
fortified, and guns were sent tor the defence of them • — the 
Severn man of war had been appointed for the protection of 
the outward-bound fleet, as far as St. Helena, at which she 
was to take under her convoy the homeward-bound ships, the 
captains of which were to obey the orders of the Secret 
Committee, which vvould be communicated to them by the 
Governor ; and, at the close of the season, as the Union ap- 

3 K 2 proached, 

(1)— Letters and 'nstruction* from the Court to the Supercargoes of the vessel* destined 
for Amoy and Canton, 17th September, 24th December, 17OU 28lh January 1701-2. 
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encrease the 
expences of 
the London 
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gul’s minis- 
ters. 


proached, the orders wete repeated, to shew every civility aVkd 
accoramodation to the ships and servants of the English Com- 
pany.^’^ 


A 

If the rights and trade of the two Companies in 
England had, in this season, changed their aspect, from an 
opposition of interests, to an Union, which was once more to 
render tlie East-lndla Company the commercial representatives 
of the nation, in its direct trade to and from the Ed.st>Indies, 
the cireumstances of the foreign Settlements of each Company, 
from the servants of both being ignorant of this event, affiirded 
only the continuation of the disastrous consequences of that 
opposition, which tlie impolitic establishment of rival Companies 
had produced. 

It is a necessary preliminary, in reviewing the circumstances 
of the London East-India Company’s foreign Presidencies, con- 
tending for their rights and trade, against the interferences of 
the servants of the English Company, to advert to the political 
situation of India, at this juncture. 

In the last season it was found, that the conduct of the Pi’Csi- 
dents or Consuls, and of the Ambassador, had been influenced 
by the general opinion, that the great age of Aurungzebe, and 
the preparations for a. civil war, for the succession, at>d for 

throwing, 

(l) — Letters from the Court to the Governor and Council of St. Helena^ iGlIi Aprils 
Clh May 1701, ipth January and 0th February 1/01-2. 



C,OM.:PAJ?y. 


437 


throwing off the fiependence of the Hindoos on the Mogyl, had 
rendered the internal si<;uation of the provinces, from which 17 ^ 1 '-- 
produce for investments was to be drawn, unfavorable to 
agriculture and manufactures, and unsafe for the transit of 
goods to the sea ports ; hence, if competition between the two 
Companies had not existed, sales and purchases avouUI have 
been difficult, and could not have been made at the old prices ; 
but when the English Conjpany attempted to buy up the goods, 
which the London Company were in the habit of collecting for 
their investments, the Ministers of the Mogul, and the Agents 
of the competitors for the Succession, considered both Com- 
panies, as precipitating their applications for Phirmaunds and 
grants, lest the IhnpiTor’s death should render all negotiation 
unavailing. It was this opinion which led these ministers, in 
the preceding year, to protract the negotiation, that they might 
extort large sums from each Company, and add to the wealth 
by which they were,, individually, to maintain their stations, 
when the succession to the Crown should open to them oppor- 
tunities of becoming officers of the new Sovereign : — this 
situation of public affairs explains the events which occurred, 
at the scats of trade of both Companies, particularly at 
Surat, where there were neither fortifications, nor loree, to 
protect the English Factories from the aibitrary demands of 
the Governor, or the mandates of the Emperor, irritated by 


the continuance of piracies in the Indian Seas. 

At the close of the preceding season, Sir John Gayer, 
President Colt, and his Council, in consequence of ord ‘i s 

from 


Sir Wllii,iin 
Non is rr/n- 
.sos to srroDil 
ihti applica- 
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/' I!' the Mogul, remained prisoners in their Factory, and, the, trad, e of 

1701 - 2 . the X<ondon Company was at a stand j for Sir Nicholas Waite, by 

Ki- iioia* every insidious art, had added to their distresses, and, at the 

Wa,t>r, for . . 

the imprison, time wlicn the Ambassador was on bis journey, pressed him 

ment of th(3 

London Com- to avoid, in his negotiation, making any application for the 

pany’s scr- ^ 

vants at Su- release of their opponents : — ^this ungenerous proceeding ap- 
pears to have oilended Sir William Norris, who blamed the 
violence of the Consul, and felt it inconsistent with his cha- 
racter (although he was soliciting privileges for the English 
Company) to become the instrument of encouraging the 
animosity, or revenge, of Sir Nicholas Waite. 

This honourable conduct produced a coolness between the 
Ambassador and Sir Nicholas Waite, and, in the sequel, we 
shall find that this coolness terminated in his dividing his ani- 
mosity between Sir William Norris, and the servants of the 
London Company. 

wenk state of J3efore adverting to the situation of Sir John Gayer and 

President Colt, at Surat, it may be proper to attend to the 
actual state of the goveniment and defences of the Island of 
Bojicbay, because this was the only retreat, except that of 
going on board their ships, and retiring, for a time, to a port 
in the Mahratta dominions, which had occurred to these meri- 
torious officers, during their confinement. The garrison of 
Bombay was weak, though efforts had been made to strengthen 
the Island, by adding to the fortifications at Mahim, and the 
other stations, that they might be prepared to repel any attack 
by the Siddec, or by the Portuguese, who had a considerable 

naval 
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naval force on the West of India, collected for resisting' the ^H A. p. iir. 
aggressions of the Muscat Arabs: — ^thc President described VjOl -2. 
the Arabs, on account of their successes, to have bceonie ex- 
tremely insolent, and deterred only from making attacks on the 
Company’s ships, by an impression, that they were too strong 
to become easy prizes : — this encreased the expediency of con- 
tinuing the heavy charges to fortify Bombay against any open 
enemy, and against internal commotions, from the want of 
authority in the Governor, and from no Court of Judicature 
having been held in the Island for eleven years; additional 
forces, therefore, were required, to prevent Bombay being 
invaded by the Mahrattas, Moors, Arabs, and Portuguese, 
against whom an absolute necessity existed of using force, or of 
submitting to the total loss of the Island. 

Sir John Gayer, therefore, stated to the Court, that unless 
a squadron of six men of war, with bomb vessels, should pro- 
ceed from England, and act in conjunction with the Dutch, it 
would be impracticable to keep on terms with the Mogul, or the 
petty Princes on the Malabar Coast : — if such a fleet should be 
obtained, the instructions to the commander must be distinct 
and positive, as three of the King’s ships, which had been sent 
out, had done nothing to suppress the pirates, and had returned 
home with cargoes of privtate goods, on account of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, and others, while the foui’th (the Harwich) had been 
wrecked on the Coast of China ; — ^thc Indian Seas, therefore, 
had been left with no other defence, than what the guns of the 

Company’s 



'61? iTHfc 


4 ^ 6 ^- 

c^p.ttW 

The invest- 
ment, thi? 
season, in- 
consicleiMblc, 
from I he op- 
pressions sus- 
tained by the 
Company's 
servants at 
Surat. 


Omipany’s ahi^ cbtfld afihtdV wbnfe the'iufipty c/f 
season’, liad been’ ihlad^qtiate to the defeh<5e bf' Boii»bi^»*> “• 

■ 'Tliis' Sithatibri of the Company’^ '^brtly strong 66 fhb 
WOsf of ' IndiK, prepares us to resume the detail of thb-cifcum- 
sthhoies under which Sir John Gayer and President Colt were 
jjlaced, during this season, and to describe the difficulties which 
n^re experienced, in procuring the partial investments which 
coiild be sent from this quarter of India. 

These officers, after referring to their confinement, informed 
the- Court, that it was impossible to evade the obligation -io the 
Sectority*l}onds extorted from President Annesley, both because 
the 'French' and .Dutch’ had submitted to them,- and because 
Sir William Nbrris and Sir Nicholas Waite had offered to give 
security « for ’-the Mocha deets: — it was not less impossible to 
resettle the' iwlauid Factories, as ordered by the Court, because 
the funds' izitended for that purpose were absorbed, to support 
the trade against the English Company’s Agents, who had 
raised the iwices, and rendered the articles scarce, bad, and 
dear. Tliis' application of the funds had become necessary, as 
tlje lai’ge suma expended by the English Company on their' 
Embassy, and the money they had been obliged to borrow for 
making up 'their investment, had rendered trade difficult, 
thougj’i it 'had, at the ■ same time, reduced their own" af&irs ; 
Sip John Gayer, therefore, concluded, that while the London 
Company continued to be charged with being, guilty] oi the 
piracies, it was impossible to carry on peaceable trade at Surat ; 
and, under all their difficulties, they had been obliged to send 
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Armenian Vakeel- to Court, to watch the progress of Sir 
William Norris’s negotiation. As the season advanced, it was 1701 - 2 , 
discovered that the Ambassador had offered to give security 
for the Mocha and Judda fleets, and to make good the damages 
done them, in order to bear down the London Company’s rights 
and trade, on the West of India the effect of this offer had 
been, to induce the Mogul Government not only to insist on the 
Security-Bonds, but to require the fulfilment of them by the 
Dutch, notwithstanding their evasions. 

At the close of this season. Sir John Gayer and Mr. Colt 
continued to be confined to the Factory, though the Governor 
of Surat had been more favorable to them, than could have been 


•expected; but, in such a situation, very little business could 
be done, and there was no appearance of being able to reduce 
the rate of interest, 'as the French and Dutch paid the same 
as the Company; a large stock, therefore, was required, 
to prevent the accumulation of interest, to discharge debts, 
and, particularly, to have funds ready for counteracting the 
measures of the English Company’s Ambassador at Court : — 
On the whole, though they had obtained a quantity of Cara- 
mania wool from Pebsia, and a proportion of silk, in pay- 
ment of customs, and a considerable quantity of pepper from 
the Malabar Coast, the investments of this season were, by no 
means, equal to what, under better circumstances, this part of 
the Company’s possessiems would have furnished. <‘> 


von III. 


3 L 


The 


(l)-tetter from the General and the President and Council of Surat to the Court, Slst 
August 1701.—— Letter (private) from€ir John Gayer to the Court, 20th February 1 70 1-2. 
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c y[AP. m . The report of President Pitt, on the suspended state of the 

1^01 -£. Mogul Government, the appearances of civil wars between thc' 

Report of • t ^ 

President Pitt competitors for the Crown, the preparations of the Hindoo^ 

on the stale it. 

of affairs on Powcrs, to tlirow off thcir subjection to the Mofful. and the 

the Coro- ^ ® 

mandei iusidious conduct the English Company’s Agents, to traduce the 
London Company’s President and Council, at Poet St. Geoege, 
explains the limited state of the trade on the Coast op Coeo- 
MAKDEL, in this season. 

With that energy and correct sense of duty, which qualified 
him for the difficult circumstances in which he was placed. Pre- 
sident Pitt made no hesitation in attributing to Sir William: 
Norris, and to his’ negotiation, the order of the Mogul, to enforce 
the Security-Bonds of Surat, on the Settlements and trade on the 
Coromandel Coast, at which Consul Pitt’s malice had gone as 
far as his local situation would admit, for be had informed the 
Native merchants, that Fort St. George was only a merchants’ 
garrison, and that it was astonishing to him, the Mogul’s offi- 
cers would allow President Pitt to collect revenues from his 
subjects ; — the President, therefore, concluded, that it would 
be impolitic to compromise with these officers, or with the 
Mogul Government, by giving them money, to allow the Presi- 
dency, under his administration, to remain undisturbed, because 
such bribes, with Indian Powers, served only as fresh incentives 
to violence, particularly when it was considered, that the Na- 
tive officers had, already, seized the Company’s property in the 
districts in which cloths and goods for the investment had been 
collected, and for which money had been advanced, to the amount 

of 
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of a lack and a half of pagodas : — Madras, at the same time, was chap, ni . 
narrowed in its purchases, by the neighbourhood of St. Thorns, 1701>2. 
and by the treacherous conduct of the Dutch, who were furnish- 
ing the Nabob with arms and ammunition : — It was for the Court> 
therefore, to judge of the expediency of sending a large supply 
of men and arms, with which President Pitt entertained no 
doubt, that he should be able to repel their violence, or overawe/ 
the Country Powers; and, in the event of a war with France, a 
considemble naval force must come from England, to keep the seas 
open,| and protect the trade. From observation, he had already 
been, satisfied, that the Natives would apply to the French 
for naval, and miljtary aid, (anticipating, at a distant 

pei'iod a<i^tuallY took place on the Coromandel Coast) and 
even if the French should refuse this aid to the Natives, he was 
apprehensive they would bribe the Arab fleet to assist them in 
blockading the garrison. If such naval and military forces shoitjid 
arrive, he promised to revenge the insults which the Company 
had received from the Agents of their rival, and from the Moors, 
and that his best endeavours should not be wanting to employ 
both with effect. 

There does not appear, this season, to have been any direct 
communication, respecting the trade and Settlements at Ben- 
cooEEV, either to Fort St. George, or to the Court. 

The favorable information, from Bengal, during this 

Bengal im- 

season, is explained, by the more tranquil circumstances of proved, in 

^ r ' ^ j consequence 

that Province, and of the Company’s trade, than were ex- Em- 

3 L 2 perienced 

(j)— Letter (prirate) from President Thomas Pitt to the Court, ic)th February 1/01-2. 
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•QHAPilli. experienced, cither nt Surajtf <>r :»<: .Fort. Gecn^e ^ihe 

>701*-^. Emperor’s eon eontinued in though, bis cm^hict, 

peror’s Son 

being np- as far as regarded the peace of the ;caiiiitry/ waa limits by 

poinec? Sn- 

bab of Ben- tlie power of the new Duan, who had arrived from Court ; 

— ^hi» officer. President Beard represented to be a man of 
talents and mild disposition, and disposed to protect trade, 
.UHd> to conciliate his favour, he had sent an Agent, and a 
(Suitable present, to his residence at Burdwan. Towards the 
close of the season, the Prince had been appointed Subah of 
Bengal, which vested him with more extensive authomy, and 
had been ordered to bx his residence at Rajahmohl: — on his 
appointment he^had presented the Emperoj: udth, thirty lacks of 
rupees, and had divided the like sum among .the principal officers 
and ministers : — this large payment the President expected would 
bring heavy demands on the inhabitants, as a present had bemt 
jr^uired from the Factory, for the IVince, the payment of 
which could only be evaded, by pleading the restraints under 
'Which trade had been placed; but, it was probable, a sum, 
for this service, would be necessary. 

It does not appear, that the order for prohibiting trade, till 
tlie $ecurity<Bonds, granted at Surat, should' be paid, had extended 
to Bengal, or that similar Bonds, for compensating such damages 
as might be done, by the pirates, had, hitherto, been demanded ; 
but, that this Presidency might be able to resist, either extor- 
tion or violence. President Beard reported, that he had made 
additions to Fort William, whicb were sufficiently strong to ward 

off 
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any'^ittfttck by tWd'ODuhtry'PoweW, and its (Security daily 
bt^cbming greater,' ‘by tbe numher of the tenants who occupied 
the fkruiS rented by the Company, and,. of course, by the increase 
of the rerenues. - ‘ 

This political tranquillity accounts for the large investments 
which were, this season, shipped for Europe, notwithstanding 
-the com|)etition in the market, by the English Company, from 
Sir -EdWard Littleton having received, more early than 
President Beard, so large a stock as to enable him to 
dispatch two ships fully laden for Europe ; but the trade, on 
still a larger scale, would have been carried on, if sufficicHt 
stock hnd arrived, though, to prevent disappointment in 
England, President Beard had taken up ^7^,000 at interest, 
ift burden which, the Court must be sensible, would give an 
advantage to the English Company in the market. In 
explanation, he added, that the extortions, by the Country 
officers, had created great difficulty in complying with the orders 
fbr^ saltpetre, from Patna ; the ship Sidney had, however, been 
dispatched for England, with a cargo estimated at 869,700 
rupees, and the Josiah, with a cargo valued at 964,600 rupees : 
— ^two ships, also, with Bengal goods, had been dispatched to Ma- 
dras, to fill up with Coast goods, and thence to proceed to Europe. 
As an expedient for enlarging the investment of next season. 
President Beard advised, that a vessel should be sent direct ft-Oih 
England to China, with a stock of sg40,000, to bring, in 
return, China goods for the Bengal market, that the profits 

from 


CTI\P. III. 

1701^. 


President 
Beard re- 
commends 
the establish- 
ment of a 
trade be- 
tween Ben-' 
gal and 
China. 
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^ exchanges, might be an additional resource to the stock 

1701 - 2 . which the Court might destine for Bengal/*^ 


ENGLISH COMPANY. 

The^neca«si. The proceedings of the Directors of the English Company, 
Union atfri- at the opcninff of this season, discover the same moderation 
competitions which marked their instructions to their foreiffn Presidencies, at 

between the ° 

panie^Tn* close of the preceding year; — they stated, that the near 

India. approach of an Union, between the two Companies, required 

that their servants should conduct themselves with civility 
towards those of the London Company : — ^in general, they 
disapproved of the intemperance of Sir Nicholas Waite, in 
his interferences with the Governor of Surat, which had 
augmented the oppressions Sir John Gayer and President 
Colt had experienced, without serving any useful purpose, 
cither in respect to grants, or to the trade of his employers. 
As yet, the Court had not received an authentic copy of 
Sir Nicholas Waite’s letter to the Mogul, soliciting Phir- 
niaunds, or grants, for Surat; but they blamed the whole of 
this measure, as improvident, and tending rather to embarrass, 
than to promote the negotiation with which Sir William Norris 
had been entrusted. 

As 


( 1 ) — Letters from rresident Beard and Council of Fort William to the Court, 8th 
January and 4th February J/01-2. 
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As the season advanced, however, and when the basis of 
the Union was settled, the instructions to Sir Nicholas Waite, 
and the Council at Surat, assumed a more decisive tone ; for 
the Court assigned one principal cause of the Union to be, 
the great loss which hud been sustained from ihe high price 
paid fop goods in India, by the comjKJtition between the two 
Companies, and, in particular, for the purchases made at Surat ; 
a competition which was, in future, to be laid aside, the terms for 
the Union of the two Companies having been adjusted, and the 
Deed of Agreement drawing out. 

In connexion with this event, instructiojis were sent to the Equipment 

stock, nnd ili ' 

Ambassador to desist from farther negotiations for a Phirmaund, structi(n.> lor 

Surat, aiul 

• there being a necessity for retrenching cxpcnces, as oniirsio «ii- 

William 

only, had been allowed, by the London Company, to the English Non is to dn- 
Company, for their Dead Stock and Settlements, and to cover the apphcnioni 
charges of the Embassy ; which was but a small sett-olf against mamids. 
the value of the London Company’s Dead Stock, which had 
been estimated at ^£330, 000 ; — It was, thcrefore,ordcred that 
animosities- and opposition between the servants of the two Com- 
panies, should, in future, cease, and one common interest be 
pursued. 

It does not appear, that any new stock or equipments 
were prepared for Surat, direct, but the Court destined 
the ship Canterbury for China, and thence to return to 
Surat, where she was to deliver such quantities of copper, 
camphirc, and gold, as she might obtain, from the sale of 
her cargo, and then to take on board such investmens as 

might 
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CHAP. III. might have been provided, or could be purchased with this 
1701 -2. money. Hie ship, Arabia Merchant, was also dispatched to 
Mocha, with a stock estimated at d£ 6 , 500 , to be under the 
management of three Supercargoes, with instructions to pur** 
chase ' myrrh, aloes, olibanum, and cofiee ; and, should any 
surplus remain^ after complying with, the Court’s orders for 
these articles, it was to be invested in coffee, to be sent to 
Surat. (*> 

Equipment*, The Orders of the Court *0 Consul Pitt, at Masulipatam, 
i^ractfoni assumed the same moderation with those . for Surat, with the 
SSndei^™' preliminary explanation, that from not having documents, to 
ascertain the true causes of the delay of the Ambassador on 
that Coast, they postponed forming any judgment on the subject; 
— that the information respecting their interests on the Coast 
had been defective, and they, therefore, required, that a regu- 
lar correspondence should be maintained, between Masulipatam 
and their other Presidencies, and copies sent to the Court, 
to afford a knowledge of the real state of their afiairs. As the 
season advanced, and the terms of Union were fixed, the Court 
repeated, that the great losses sustained on Indian goods had 
imposed the necessity of this measure, and that all expences 
for buildings were to be retrenched, or discontinued, and all 
animosities, between the servants of the two Companies, to cease 

The 

( 1 ) — Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Coinpanj to Sir Nicholas 
Waite and Council at Surat, 20th May, 21st November 1 701 , 8th and lOth January 1701*2. 

(2) — Instructions from the Court to the Supercargoes of the Arabia Merchant for MpchiA 
i8tb November i/Ol. 
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, The commercial instructions tliscovere<l, even previously to 
the Union, the embarrassments of the English Company, for l/Ol--’. 
they allowed individuals to send home, i)n private account, 
goods (raw silks and muslins excepted) on their ships, after 
Michaelmas l/Ol, on payment of one and a half per cent, ad 
valorem, us freight; and instead of dispatching, in the early 
part of the season, any ship direct to the Coast, rather sent the 
stock on the trade to China, where it was expected the sales 
might produce a resource for the investment of Coast goods : — 
on this service the ship Halifax was consigned to Canton, and 
directed to return to Masulipatam, and deliver her assortment 
of sugar, sugar-candy, and gold, and then fill up with Coast 
• goods for Europe. 

After the Union had been agreed on, a general order was 
given to suspend the purchase of Coast goods, unless the prices 
could be reduced to the old standard, and rather to complete 
the investments with saltpetre and graft goods only : towards 
the close of the season, the ship Norris was sent, with a stock 
estimated at ^110,000, of which .3^30,000 was' designed for 
Masulipatam, but under like instructions, as to purchases ; and, 
in her homeward voyage, to proceed to the Cape, or to St. Helena, 
a convoy of men of war having been appointed for the protec- 
tion of the trade, 


VOL. III. 


3 M 


(0— Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to the President 
and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, 18th July, 21st November l/Ol, 8th and lOth 
JanUdry^ and 3d February 1/01-2. 
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CHAP. III. 

1701.2. 

Equipments^ 
stockj and 
instructions 
for Bengal, 
and approba- 
tion of Sir 
Edward Lit- 
tleton's con- 
duct. 


The opinion of the Court, regarding their aiiairs and trade 
in Bengal, both before and after intimating the event of the 
Union, discovers, that they were more satisfied with the conduct 
of Sir Edward Littleton and his Council, than with their ser- 
vants on the Coast, or at Surat, and that they considered this 
as the most probable quarter, from which a profitable trade could 
be expected. 

In the early part of the season, when anticipating an Union, 
they prohibited the building of houses, as . the amount of the 


charges might be lost ; and as seventy thousand rupees, which 
had been paid to the Prince, for permission to trade for a limited 
time, was a greater sum than the profits would bear, they ex- 
pressed their conviction, that the existence of the trade of two 
Companies, particularly while the Prohibition Act continued, 
would render the profits, both on exports and imports, preca- 
rious and small : — the same directions were given, as to Ma- 
sulipatam, for permission to individuals to send home goods, 


on their ships, after Michaelmas I7OI. 

After the basis of the Union was settled, similar orders 
were sent to Bengal, and the equipments and stock (indepen- 
dently of the ship ordered from China to the Ganges^ were on a 
large scale : — ^the Upton Galley had been dispatched, in July, with 
a stock estimated at ,^ 29 , 000 , it being explained that, in future. 


ships, proceeding to Bengal, would not exceed four hundred tons, 
from the difficult navigation of the Ganges. The ship Union had 
been sent to China, (agreeably to the general plan of having one 

vessel 
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vessel fiom China to return to each of the Settlements,^ and, 
besides her stock, was to add to the resources, by her gold, 1701-2. 
copper, tutenague, and allum, and then to take in an invest- 
ment of Bengal goods for Europe. 

About the time when the Union was settled, (January 
1701 -2) the ship Taiikerville was consigned to Bengal, with a 
stock, estimated at ^97>000, and under similar instructions, 
respecting that event, witli those which have already been 
mentioned ; or, if Bengal goods could not be reduced to the old 
prices, the ship was to return with saltpetre, raw-silk, and 
floretta yarn, only. As war had taken place in Europe, each 
ship was to take in one hundred tons of saltpetre, above the 
■quantity specified in her charter-party, at dBXJ per ton freight, 
and also to carry an additional hundred tons, to the Coast, as 
kintledge. 

It has already been noticed, that, at the end of the season, 
the ship Norris was dispatched for Coast and Bay, with a 
stock estimated at .^110,000, of which ^80,170, in bullion 
and goods, was designed for Bengal ; an early dispatch, there- 
fore, was recommended, that the Bengal ships might have the 
benefit of the convoy appointed for the homeward-bound fleet. 

The Court, on this occasion, directed, that the sub- 
ordinate servants, when not at Hughly, or the principal 
Factory, should attend the different “ Aurungs, ” with 
small stocks, both to instruct them in the knowledge of 
buying and selling goods, and to accustom them to the language 

3 M 2 and 
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habits of the Natives ; but, in executing these duties, they 

1701 -2. were to proceed without the aflfcctation of pomp or grandeur, 
“ and as merchants ought to do.” ('> 

Hquipments, Information having been received of the arrival of 

Stock, and ^ 

instructions Prcsidciit Landen at Borneo, of his having obtained a chon 

for Cliina, ® 

and appoint, for trade, and liberty to build a bamboo-house at Baniar-Mas- 

inent of .n ^ 

ruVo'coB^*^ sin, but only to use small arms, not great guns, for its defence, 

dore. and that he had paid three hundred and fifty pieces of eight 

for this permission, and given presents to the amount of nine 
hundred and fifty, the ship Macclesfield was dispatched, early 
in this season, for that station, with a stock estimated at 
^£4,365, and, towards the close of it, the Panther, with a stock 
of <s£16,400, and the ships Edward and Dudley, and Herne 
Frigate, with a stock of ^5,000 each. 

The general instructions to President Landen were, to 
make a contract for as much pepper as could be procured in 
Borneo, but this contract was to be on the English Company's 
account, notwithstanding the negotiation for an Union ; and if 
the tonnage could not be filled up with this article, to take in Java 
sugar : — ^the pepper, if practicable, was to he purchased with 
Coast and Bay goods, and opium, which, it was supposed, would 
sell on the Coast of Java, and in the Islands : — the returns, in 
general, were to be in pepper, long pepper, cassia lignum, 
dragons’ blood, bees-wax, and canes j and as it had been 

discovered, 

(1) — Letters from the Court of Directors of the Knglish Company to Sir Edward 
Littleton and Council at Hughly, 25ih July, 2d August, 21st November 1701, SthrandlOih 
January, 3d February, and 9th March 1/01-2. 
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discovered, that two of the Separate Stock ships had obtained itr. 

pepper at Borneo, this traffic was, in future, prohibited. 1701-2. 

The prospect, or even the accomplishment of the Union, 
does not appear to have affected tlie determination of tlie Court 
to enlarge their trade to China, or to vary in the resolution 
they had taken, to form an intermediate station on the Island of 
Pulo Condore. 

The equipments were, — for Amoy the ship Canterbury, 
under the charge of three Supercargoes, with a stock estimated 
at .5^34,400 : — ^the investment of China goods which this 
vessel might purchase, was to be consigned to Sir Nicholas 
Waite ; — ^thc Supercargoes were to settle, either at Pulo 
Condore, or to return to Surat, as might ajipcar most ad- 
vantageous for the general interest; — and for Canton, the 
ship Halifax, with a cargo estimated at .£6’4(),S00, under the 
charge of a Chief and three Supercargoes, and, as speci- 
fied in the instructions to Miisulipatam, the cargo was to be 
consigned to Consul Pitt. Chusan, however, was considered 
as the most probable place, at which an investment of China 
goods could be obtained, for the ships, the Macclesfield, the 
Union, and the Robert and Nathaniel, were equipped for that 
port, with stocks estimated, together, at .5^101,300, and (agree- 
ably to the plan already mentioned) the Union’s cargo was to 
be sent to Bengal. 

The 

(1)— Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to President Lcin- 
den anU Council at Baiijar-Massin, in Borneo, 2lst and 29th August 17OI, 8th and 9th 
January J 701-2, and 2d April 1702, 
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nj . The information whieh had been received; of the evasion^ 
1701 -2, of the Chinese, in fulfilling the grants of trade which they 
had promised, had satisfied the Court of the impropriety of 
sending an Ambassador to China, and, therefore, they rather 
trusted to the information their servants might receive, from the 
French Missionaries at Pekin, than to an Embassy ; in return for 
such services, a passage to Europe was to be offered to any of 
these French Missionaries, on the Company’s ships. 

This opinion of the evasions of the Chinese, and the 
report of President Catchpoole, of the propriety of forming 
an establishment at Pujlo Condore, induced the Court, after 
consulting with the 'celebrated Captain Dampier, to fix a 
Factory on that Island, and to erect a fortification for its 
defence, for which between thirty and forty men were embarked, 
as a garrison, and Mr. Rashell, with the rank of Lieutenant, 
appointed Provisional Governor, till the arrival of President 
Catchpoole from Chusan, to whom he was to be subordinate 
Mr. Rashell was also to act as chief Engineer, and to be 
attended with thirty-seven artificers, to assist in erecting for- 
tifications and batteries, for which stores were sent, valued at 
£€ 1 , 680 . (') 

The 


( 1 )— Letters and instructions from the Court of Directors of the English Company to 
the President and Council^ 3*^^ Supercargoes, of their different Settlements in China^ 25th 

November and 24th December 170 I. Instructions to Mr. T. Rashell, going out as 

Governor of the intended Settlement at Pulo-Condore, 25lh November J701. 
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CHAP. lUi 

i/oTS. 


The same arrangement of the foreign Annals of the Eng- Ti>e probabi- 
lish Company, as in the preceding season, may be observed, in 

renders the 

the details of this year ('1701-2), or, to continue the sequel »=* 

^ * complish- 

and result of the negotiations of Sir William Norris, under *•’* 

^ ' Kmbassy ne» 

the transactions at SuttAT, and then revert to the political and ces^ary. 
commercial events at this Presidency, and, subsequently, at 
the others, that the actual state of the English Company’s ailairs 
may not, farther than as allected by the Embassy, be involved in 
the circumstances under which it terminated. 

It may, as preliminaries, be mentioned, notwithstanding 
the great age of Aurungzebe, the preparations for the war of 
succession among his descendants, and the war for independence 
by the Hindoo Chiefs, that the impression of the wisdom and 
power of this Emperor, had preserved the Mogul Government 
from civil or foreign wars ; and it may be also observed, that 
the same motives remained with the Ambassador and Consuls 
of the English Company, to obtain, as speedily as might be 
possible, Phirmaunds, or grants, for trade, at each of their 
Presidencies, which, at all events, might become the ground 
for future claims, though the tenures, under which they 
could be held, at this juncture, could only be temporary and 
precarious. 


At 
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CHAP. Ilf, 

3701 -i?. 

F.acli nf the 

'niii- 

panv’s IVe.si- 
clencit’s re- 
c’otiinifnd to 
the Aii)bas< 
sadoi to soli- 
cit Phir- 
rna ends, suit- 
ed to their 
respective si- 
tuations. 


At the close of the preceding season, we traced the 
events in the Embassy, to the arrival of Sir William Nor- 
ris at the Mogul’s camp at Parnella, on the 4th, April I 7 OI, 
where he obtained permission to encamp with his retinue, till 
such time as the ceremonials for his audience could be adjusted : 
— at this place he received bills, to the amount of twenty-three 
thousand rupees, from Sir Nicliolas Waite, as one of the ineans 
for defraying his charges. 

Sir William Norris, on this occasion, first discovered, that 
the charges of the Embassy would not only exceed the calcu- 
lations of the Court, and his own, but that each of the Presi- 
dencies shifted the payments, from the one to the other ; and 
each of them had become discontented, at the circumstances by 
which the negotiation hud been protracted, and had expressed 
an o])inion, that ultimate success was improbable. As if these 
diflic'uhics luul not been sufficient, each of them, with their 
proportions of the charges, sent difierent statements of the 
j)articulars which it would be necessary to solicit, in their 
respective Phirniaunds, though the Court, when the Em- 
bassy left England, recommended that one General Phirmaund 
for the English Nation, should be solicited, in which the Con- 
sular powers were to be recognized. 

The situation in which the Ambassador was placed, 
by these circumstances, may be estimated from the instruc- 
tions transmitted to him, by the different Presidencies, for the 
particular Phirmaund which each required, to place their trade 
in a situation suited to the character of the Mogul ofiSc^s, . 

who 
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who governed the countries in which their Factories were si- 
tuated. 1701-2. 

Sir Nicholas Waite, and the Council at Surat, on hearing Relative cir- 
firom the Ambassador, that the efibrts of the Dutch, and of the of"the"Ani- 
London Company’s Vakeels were directed to throw obstacles thT^lEn^ish 
in the way of his negotiation, the one as the representative PreTideut *at 
of an European commercial state, with interests opposed to both ' 
Companies, and the other as the representative of a powerful 
I’ival, possessed of greater resources than the English Company, 
admitted the reasons why the audience had been protracted, 
while the Mogul’s Ministers began to doubt, respecting the 
character, as well as the objects of the Ambassador. 

These delays occasioned fresh demands on Surat, for sup- 
plies to defray the expences of the Embassy. Sir Nicholas Waite 
answered, that, though it was his duty, he could not comply, 
without diverting the stock of the Company, intended for trade, 
and employing the ships on freight, to prevent deraorage ; and 
instanced the Rook Galley, which had been sent on freight to 
Persia, instead of being dispatched to England, conformably to 
the Court’s orders. 


It had been the original intention of the Court, that the 
Presidency of Surat should advance the whole of the money for 
the Embassy ; Sir Nicholas Waite, therefore, urged the Ambas • 
sador to push on the negotiation, by every possible means, ex- 
plaining, that, to his knowledge, the Governor of Surat, and the 
London Company, had made every effort to counteract it, 
bp iheir emissaries, and by immense sums, as bribes, to the 
VOL. lit. 3 N Jiriiici|).'il 
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CTfAP. lit , principal Ministers’ of tbe Mogul ; but that he vdoM tout 
tinue to make advances for the Embassy. In answer. Sir 
William Norris stated, that though the Albemarlb' hfid 
arrived with presents fw the Mogul, estimated at j£l, 500 , 
yet that the charges of remittance, unless the money could 
be sent by bills, were dmly adding to his expences, and 
complained of not having been furnished with sufficient sums 
of money : — Sir Nicholas Waite answered, that the Ambas- 
sador had already rfeceivetl from Surat, money amounting to 
355,179 rupees, a sum exceeding the value of two ships’ cargoes, 
so that tbe business had not been delayed by any want of 
supply from, this Presidency, but that the large sums which Sir 
William Norris had agreed to pay, (or a lack and a half of 
rupees to the King’s Ministers, and a lack to the Mogul him- 
self,) would be thrown away, if the alterations, which he 
had suggested, were not introduced into the particular Phir- 
maund for Surat, for a General Phirmaund would leave the 
English Company’s privileges in a worse state than those 
of the London Company ; that is, exposed to the conse- 
quences ' of the Security-Bonds, and to the payment of the 
losses which the merchants of Surat might experience, from 
the depredations of the pirates. In this situation, the relations 
between the Presidency of Surat, and the Ambassador, Were 
placed, in' the' mbtlth of August, when ®r William Norris was 
proceeding in His negotiation, and when another bill, for twenty- 
thotisand rupees, Was Sent to him, bdt, und(b* a restriction, 

'Aat 
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that in future* exercise the discretionary j^wers 

with whk^ he had,, beeuf vested* lof inaldng presents to thn 
Mogul’s. offic6rt. 

' \ 'Having thus traced the relations' between the Surat Presidency — with the 

- President at 

and the Ambassador, we have next to advert to the hke relations Musuiipa- 
between him, and the Presidency of Masulipatam. 

Consuf Pitt, in his letters to the Ambassador, represented 
the importance of obtaining an order, to recall the power of the 
London Company to coin rupees and pagodas, “ with figures,” 
and to have this privilege conferred on the English Company, 
because this had given die London Company a preference in the 
market, from the facility which it afforded, in issuing money ;-r 
in answer, the Ambassador desired that money might be sent 
him, to defray his expences, as the Presidency of Surat had 
only sent forty thousand, instead of a lack of rupees, and, 
their broker’s bills could not be negotiated. Consul Pitt, on 
receiving this demand, made a remittance, to the amount of half 
a lack of rupees, though the loss on exchange amounted to 
per cent. ; but, at the same time, Uitimated, that the state of 
the funds pf the Presidency of Masulipatam was such, t^^t 
farther remittances could not be expected. 

This Presidency, on learning the intentipps of the Ambas- 
sador, disapproved of . his draft of a Phirpniund, as. applicable 
to the Coast particular, of the regulation for settling 

differences, between the Mogul subjects pnd the English, by 
appeals to the Native Courts, instead of reference to the Consul 
and Council, agreeably to the established practice observed by 

3 N 2 the 





CHAP. Hi. the Presidents And” Oeiincils dP the London CotepAny ; for 

^ rn i rn y III I 

1701-2. though such a refferince wiiglit be proper at Surat, at which 
the Company had a house, and the Governor was a person of 
high rank, it was diflerent at Masulipatain, where, though the 
Company had, also, a house, the Governor was a person of 
inferior rank, and subject to the Nabob of Siccacole.” 

and with The communications, between the Ambassador and Sir Ed- 

dent in'^Ben- Ward Littleton, at Hughly in Bengal, exhibited, also, a diversity 
of opinion, though, perhaps, more readiness, on the part of 
this Presidency, to contribute to the charges of the Embassy. 

In the month of April I7OI, Sir Edward Littleton sent a draft 
of a Phirmaund to Sir William Norris, specifying the privileges 
which would be necessary for carrying on the trade, with security 
and advantage ; in particular, that it should comprehend liberty 
of trade, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixu, because, 
from the constitutions of those provinces, the manner in which 
privileges of trade could be exercised, was different from what 
they were in any other part of the Mogul dominions; and 
suggested the propriety of making such alterations on the title 
of the Phirmaund, as might distinguish it from the Phirmaiiuds, 
or grants, under which the London Company had hitherto 
mmntained their stations and trade ; engaging, at the same time, 
to honor any bills the Ambassador might draw, provided the 
amount of the whole; did not exceed half a lack of rupees. This 
effort Sir Edward Littleton considered to be the greater, because 
any demand on him was unexpected, it having been under- 
stood, that the charges were to have been; wholly defrayed by the 

Presidency 
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Presidency of Surat, and asserted, that he could have obtained a 
Phirraaund for that sum, had he been authorized to make the 1701-2. 
application through the King’s Duan at Hughly : — ^That he 
might not, however, be deficient in sending such aids, for for- 
warding the Embassy, as he could command, he suggested, 
that the Ambassador should employ “ Rajah-Ram,” as a Vakeel, 
who, from liis great knowledge of the affairs of Rengal, was 
particularly qualified to assist in promoting the commercial 
interests of the English Company. 

In the month of May, Sir Edward Littleton again re- 
presented to the Ambassador, the inconveniency under which 
he had been placed, from tlie delays in obtaining the Phir- 
maund, as the time had elapsed for which he had paid a large 
sum for permission to trade, and an order had come down 
from the Mogul, for exacting three thousand rupees, as permis- 
sion money, for each ship the Company might dispatch for 
England. 

In this situation of the connexion, between the Ambassador 
and the three Presidencies, w'e have to trace the progress of his 
negotiation. 

Sir William Norris arrived at the Mogul’s camp, before Sequel of ihe 

j>roi;ies!> of 

Parnella, in April and obtained permission to encamp near tl)e Embassy, 

it. In this early stage of the business, he received information of 
the Act of Parliament, continuing the Loudon Company a 
Corporation, and (us might be supposed) this event produced 
hesitation, respecting the basis upon which it had been agreed 

he was to open his negotiation, or the substitution of the Eng- 
lish 
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ttr. lish Company for the Ijdndon CompfUny, after Michaalmlis l/Ol. 

1^0^ '•i?. Oh consultation with the principal persOha icttending the Em- 
bassy, it was agreed, that it would not be lawful for-the Ambas- 
sador to represent to the Mogul, that the London Comphny 
were to determine in September l/Ol, notwithsfainding his pre- 
vious assertion of this circumstance to the Governors of the pro- 
vinces, and to the Mogul’s Ministers ; — ^this resolution Occasioned 
difficulties, respecting the manner in which he was to Open *the 
business to the Emperor ; but -it was impossible to retract, for 
already the time had been fixed for his' Audience, and the Cere- 
monials of his Procession hftd'hben settled. 

Order of the The order of the ProCtfesfen, on the 28th April was, 

proceision at ^ 

Sir William ftS foUOWS > ! * 

Norria’g aa- 

d'enceof the Mr. Cristor, Commander of his Excellency’s artillery, on 

Mogul. , . . 

• « ’boii5dS»Uck. 

Twelve carts, wherein were carried ihe'tWtlve bra^ss gans, 
“ for presents. 

Five hackeries; with the cloth, &c. for presents. 

“ One hundred coliurs and inessures, carrying the glass-ware 
>* ahd looking-glasses, for presents. 

Two fine Arabian horses, richly caparisoned, for presents. 

** TWo ditto, without caparisons, for presets.' ' ' 

Four English soldiers, on horseback, guarding the- jHCsents. 

“ The Union flag^.' * 

“ Tlie Red, White, and Blue flags. 

Seven state horses, richly caparisoiiCd, t^t> with English 
“ furniture, and five with Indian; < ' ' 


“ The 
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Kill’s and his Excellency’s Crests. 

“ One state palanquiit^ with .English funiiture, of silver .tissne^ 


CHAP. III. 


« brocaded* 


« Two other Crests. 

“ The music* with rich liveries, on horseback. 

“ Mr. Basset, Lieutenant of his Excellency’s foot guards, on 
horseback. 

** Ten servants, in rich liveries, on horseback. 

The King’s and my Lord’s Arms. 

« One Kettle-Drum, in livery, on horseback. 

Three Trumpets, in liveries, on horseback. : 

“ Captain Symons, commander of his Excellency’s guards. 

« Twelve Troopers, every way armed and accoutred after, the 
English mode. 

“ Mr. Beverley, Lieutenant of his Excellency’s horse guards. * 
“ The King’s and my LKjrd’s Arms, richly gilt, and very large ; 

the first being borne by sixteen men. 

“ Mr. John Mill and Mr. Whitaker, on horseback, in rich 


“ laced coats. 

« Mr. Hale, Master of the Horse, richly drest, carrying the 
“ S\»ord of State, pointed up. 

“ His Excellency, in a rich palanquin,— Indian embroidered 
. “ furniture, .■ 

“ Four pages, two on each side his Excellency’s palanquin, 
“ richly drest. 

“ E4ward; Norris, Esq., Secretary to the Embassy, in ir rich 
‘ “ palanquin, carrying His Majesty’s letter to the Emperor ; 

“ on 
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chap^. f( on each side, Mr. Wingate and Mr. She^jtlt^worth, in 
1701 - 2. rich laced coats, on horseback. . , 

“ Mr. Harlewyn, Treasurer, wearing a gold key I . 

, - ■ «_ I iW 3( ^^O^Clla 

Mr. Adiel Mill, Secretary to his Excellency ) 
fiie^phr” The Ambassador, on being received by the Emperor, re- 

agrwd*to by that Phirmaunds might be granted to each of the Presi- 

the Mogul, dencies of Surat, Masulipatam, and Hughly, with an exemption 
from the bonds given by the London Company, for the security 
of the seas. The Emperor’s orders were issued for these grants, 
and, in return fur these favors, the Ambassador paid another 
visit of state to the Mogul, and presented him with two hundred 
gold mdiurs. The Phirmaund for Bengal was more extensive 
than those for Surat or Masulipatam, because it granted a 
total exemption from payment of duties, and permission to have 
a mint ; hut the authority with which the Consuls, or Presidents, 
w'ere to be vested, was the same at each Presidency. 

The delivery The rcsult of the negotiation thus appeared to he favorable, 

of ll.t' riiir* 

im- when circumstances occurred, which alarmed the Ambassador 

peded by I he 

ii regular con- |jp.,| success of the husincss. Sir Nicholas Waite had, fas 

duct ot Sir ^ 

Nicholas [^35 noticed,) previously to the arrival of the Ambassador, 

addressed a letter to the Mogul, soliciting a separate Phirmaund 
for Surat : — this interference, if it was irregular with respect to 
the Ambassador, was, at this crisis, discovered to have been not 
less so, with respect to the Mogul Government, because, in his 
Pcrsuiu letter, Sir Nicholas Waite had promised to give security 
tor the safe navigal ion of the Southern Seas, hut, in the English 
translation, communicated to .the Ambassador, and <b the Court, 

he 
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he had suppressed tKis dircuoastance, and thus, though the Am- cha p, iir. 
bassador had obtained an exemption from the Security-Bond.s, 3701-2, 
extorted from the London Conipahy, the Mogul’s Ministers con.si- 
dered the security offered in Sir Nicholas Waite’s letter, as the 
ground bn which the Phi rmaunds had been given: — a delay, of 
course, took place, till this objection could be explained or 
removed. This circumstance again brought coinp1aint.s from Sir 
William Norris, against Sir Nicholas Waite, not only for having, 
by this letter, impeded his progress, but for the scanty supplies 
of money sent from Surat, to defray the charges, which had 
nearly ruined the Embassy, 

Another unfortunate circumstance occurred, at this crisis, 
or the information of a Dervisc to the Mogul, that the London 
Company had not paid their debts, or rather the losses sustained 
by the Mogul subjects, from the pirates ; this intelligence 
(though the orders had been issued for the Phirmaund.s) created 
a second delay, and produced a positive order from the Mogul, 
to seize the property of the London Company, and the persons 
of their servants, and to prohibit their trade in every part of his 
dominions. This order, though it met the wishes of Sir Nicholiis 
Waite, and gratified his revenge on Sir John Gayer and Pre- 
sident Colt, produced an effect on the Embassy which had not 
been anticipated, or, that should the property of the London 
Company not be sufficient to cover those debts, the English 
Company would be made liable for them. 

Though these circumstances, in themselves, account for a The Mogul 

^ dfsircs the 

temporary delay in issuing the Phirmaunds, the applications of 
voi,. III. 3 O the 
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thi6 Anib^Saddr, for one Coinpaiiy, and of Armenian Vakeels 
for andtheri eAchi offering bribes, ahd lavishing' nioney.' 
for the sanie object, excited doubts in the mind of the 
Mogul, arid of his Ministers, which of the two Companies were’, 
in fact, “ the real English Company,” and induced the Mogul to 
order a letter to be written to “ Seid Sedula, an holy Priest at 
Surat,” to ascertain, by examination, which of the two were 
really authorized by the English Nation : — ^this event transpir- 
ing, (as it; must have done from the nature of the enquiry,) 
the competitions of the Agents of the two Companies, which 

should obtain the favorable report of the Priest, again became 

* , 

the source of delay; for, in the whole of these transactions, 
bribery was the only means which could be employed. 

Sir Nicholas Waite was given to understand, that ten 
thousand rupees would be the price of the Priest’s report, in 
favouTr of the English Company; but if such report had 
really been made, its effects would have been immediately frus- 
trated, by the arrival of eight Mocha ships, the commanders 
of which reported, that three of their fleet had been taken 
by an English pirate what, at first, was delay only, now 
turned to hesitation about granting the Phirmaunds, though the 
reason assigned by the Mogul’s Ministers was, that they could 
not be issued, till a report was made, from Surat, of the eSsecution 
of the Mogul’s orders, and an Jiccount received of the London 
Company’s property, that it might be ascertained, whether 
they had funds sufiicient to liquidate the damages done by the 
pirates. 


The 
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The bribe required by the Priest, was to be followed by 
one to the Governor, who intimated, that he had, received 
an order from the Emperor, . to report on tlic power of the re- 
spective Companies ; that is, on the amount of the sum which 
each could pay : — ^the Governor made an offer, himself, to ob- 
tain the Phirmaunds for the English Company, on condition 
that the Consul should pay 125,000 rupees for the first, 62,500 
the second, and 100,000 for. the third, and that these sums 
should be paid at Surat ; but, before any of the Phirmaunds 
could be issued, the seas must be cleared of the pirates. 

These delays and disappointments produced mutual accusa- 
tions between the Ambassador and the Consul ; — the Consul and 
Council accused the Ambassador to the Court of Directors, of 
having, for an European ceremony, disobliged the Grand Vizier, 
at Brampore, and Mr. Mill, the private Secretary and Inter- 
preter, of having, from his ignorance of the Persian language, 
and usages of Eastern Courts, increased the disgust which the 
Ambassador’s ill-judged sense of dignity had created ; and also 
of having neglected to investigate, sufficiently, the proceedings 
and conduct of the London Company’s Vakeels, who, from 
better knowledge of the , customs of Eastern Courts, had com- 
pletely over-reached him : — Sir William Norris, on the other 
hand, accused Sir Nicholas Waite, not only of having im- 
peded his progress, by the imprudent letter which has been 
referred to, but of having withheld the money required as bribes. 


CHAP. lit. 


Reciprocal 
accusations of 
the Ambassa- 
dor and of Sir 
Nicholas 
Waite. 


to ensure success. 
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CHAP. III. 

The negotia-* 
tion broken 
off, and pass 
ports de- 
manded by 
the Ambas- 
sador. 


anna£s op i'lii! doNdiTA^Srp: 

It liiay be easily sup{)ose’d, timt, 'under such circumstances^ 
and in a Court where the interests of the MogUl, and of his 
Ministers, were alone to be consulted, arid their predominant 
avarice gratified, a negotiation, experiencing SO many diffi- 
culties, must break off ; the cause of which. Sir William Norris, 
in his dispatch to the Consul at Surat, of the 28th October 
1701 , stated to have been, a demand, by the Emperor, for the 
security of the seas, against pirates, which ivas evaded, by the 
Ambassador pleading the security given by the three Eu- 
ropean Nations, and that it was unreasonable to deniand 
security against the Malabar pirates, who were the Mogul’s 
own subjects, and whose actions he, alone, could control ; but 
that he was ready to give a lack of rupees to be exempted from 
the obligation : — this answer not being satisfactory, the Mogul 
intimated to the Ambassador, that “ the English best knew if 
“ it was their interest to trade, and if the Ambassador refused 
“ to give an obligation, he knew the same way back to England 
“ that he came.” Considering this answer as a dismission from 
Court, Sir William Norris desired “ Dusticks,” oC passes, for 
Surat, and published a notice, in the Persian, Hindoo, and 
English languages, that all persons, having any claims on the 
English Embassy, should give them in, in five days, as, at .that 
time, he proposed to commence his journey, and requested, 
through the Vizier, an audience of leave of the Emperor. 

The Mogul’s Ministers, on this occasion, sent, by Rustiim, 
the lu'okcr, the obligation required by the Emperor, for the 
Ambjissadur’s signature, which he refused, on the principle, 

that 
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that^ if granted, it would bring an incalculable demand on the chap. ni. 
Cnglish Companyj which must ruin their affairs ; — a demand 1701-52. 
which probably never would. have been made, had not Sir Nicho][ps 
Waite offered to grant security for the Southei'ii Seas. 

Ihe passes for the Ambassador’s return to Surat were ac- ‘ 

cordingiy granted, and having struck his tents, he set out, on 
the morning of the .5th November 1701, from the Mogul’s 
camp “ at Murd.awnghur,” on his march to Surat. 

The opinions of the different Presidencies, on the rupture of Cpiniom of 

* the English 

the negotiation, and on the pernicious consequences of the Company's 

^ rrfsiclencies 

Anibassador leaving their rights and trade without Phir- "" 
maunds, were; — at Surat, that he was not entitled to break 
off' the Embassy, by the twelfth Jirticle of his instructions, 
witliout the consent of Sir Nicholas Waite, and his Council: 

— at Masulipatain, that his conduct had been rash and im- 
prudent, though, they still hoped the Phirniaunds might be 
procured, through the influence of the Vizier, and that it 
was absur<l to insist on European forms, not understood 
in an Eastern Court, and not K-ss so, to have neglected, from 
no better cause than mere j)unctilio, to pay his respects to 
“ Assed-Khan,” the Vizier, at Brampore, and conciliate his favor 
to the Company : — at lluglily, that the delays in obtaining the 
Phirmaunds, had exposed the tr.ade in Bengal to exorbitant 
demamls from the Mogul officers, and obliged them to apply to 
the new Duan, for permission to continue trade, which, from 
the rash and imprudent conduct of the Ambassador, might 
ultimately be endangered 


We 
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CH^ap. hi . \ye have now to resume the account of Sir William Norris’s 

. 1701 -2. process,' who, agreeably to his resolution, left the Mogul's 

Sir William 

Norris re- canip, on the 5th ' Noveinber 1/01, and continued his journey 

turns to Su- 

rat, and;em> for three days, when “ Mahmood Khanj Duan of the Decan,” 

barks for 

England. overtook him, and, by the Emperor’s orders, desired his return 
to Court, asserting that he had set out without the Emperor’s 
dusticks, and, on Sir William Norris producing them, affirmed 
they had proceeded from an inferior officer, without order's, 
and desired that he would halt for two days, till the Emperor’s 
pleasure should be known. 

Having halted for the time required, and no counter-orders 
reaching him. Sir William Norris continued his march, and 
reached Braropore on the 14th November, where he found the 
Nabob, “ Gazedee Khan,” the Mogul’s chief General, en- 
camped conferences, and visits of ceremony, took place between 
the Ambassador, and the officers of this General, who desired 
that he would halt for a week, to give time to write to Court in 
favour of the Embassy. In this interval, every effort was made, 
to induce Sir William Norris to visit the General, or Nabob, 
which he declined, under the apology, that not having taken a 
a personal leave of the Emperor, he could not, with propriety, 
pay his respects to any of his officers ; and no notice having been 
sent him direct from the Mogul, he recommenced his journey, 
on the 22d November. He had not advanced above two 
coss from BrainpOre, when he was surrounded by a large 
body of Gazedee Khan’s troops; — but the determined ap- 
pearance of resistance, by Sir William Norris’s guard, prevented 

any 
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any violence, and the request was again made, that he would iii. 
return to Brampore, for a few days, with which he was under the 1701 -2. 
necessity of complying, as his tents and baggage had been 
seized. 

Sir William Norris protested against this outrage, as an 
insult ofiered to the representative of a great King ; but the pro- 
test was answered, by Gazedee Khan informing him, that he 
could not allow him to proceed, till the Emperor’s pleasure should 
be known ; and it was in this situation, that he learned, on 
the 28th November, that orders had been sent to Surat, to 
seize the property of the London Company, and the persons 
of their servants, till such time as the obligation for the seeurity 
of the seas, given some years past, should be complied with : — - 
on the 2d December he w'as informed, that, at the recommen- 
dation of Gazedee Khan, the Phirmaunds would be granted, 
and a demand was made of a sum of money, for the interces- 
sion of this officer. 

Affairs were in this situation on the 7th January 1701-2,. 
and continued so till the 4th February, when the Ambassador 
was informed by Gazedee Khan, that he had received a letter 
and sword from the Emperor, for the King of England, with a 
promise, that the Phirmaunds should be sent, in a short time : — 

The Ambassador received the presents, and, at the same time, 
passes for Surat, for which he set out on the 5th Febr-uary. 

Rustum, the broker, was detained by the Emperor’s orders, 
but was directed by the Ambassador, not to sign any obligation, or 
give any farther sums of money, on account of the Embassy. Sir 

William 
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C HAP, m . William Noriis, at this time, promised td GazedeeKhan, ‘thatf 
I 7 OI- 2 . should the Phirmaunds be granted, (besides the two 'ihdusahd 
three hundred ^Id mohurs which be bad actually paid td. 
bim,} he should be farther remunerated with a lack and a 
half, and his brother, with twenty thousand rupees. 

It was not, however, till the 12th April 1/02, that Sir 
William Norris reached Surat, and, on the 18th, waited on the 
new Governor, who had formerly been Treasurer (the old 
Governor and his son having been dismissed from their offices), 
and obtained permission for Sil* Nicholas Waite to go out of the 
city, in which he had been confined since the Ambassador left 
the Court. On the 29th April, Sir William Norris embarked, 
with thirteen of his retinue, on board the Scipio, a Permission 
ship on the Separate Stock, and paid ten thousand rupees for 
hi& passage ; Mr. Norris, his brother, and Secretary of the Em- 
bassy, with fourteen of the Ambassador’s suite, went on board 
the China Merchant, one of the Company’s ships, the cargo of 
which amounted to sixty thousand rupees, on the Company’s 
account, and eighty seven thousand two hundred rupees, on Sir 
William Norris’s. This embarkation was effected, by giving a 
bribe of three thousand rupees to the Governor, and two thousand 
to his principal officers. The terms on which the Amb^sa^or 
and Consul separated, at the embarkation, may be collected, from 
Sir William Norris having declined to deliver to Sir Nicholi^ 


Waite, a copy of his diary or papers, though he gave up his 
horses, camels, oxen, and elephant, to be sold, on the Com- 
p^y’s account. 

bn 
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On the 5th May 1702, the Scipio and China Mercliant sailed nt. 
for England, and though it be anticipating events, which, in the 1701-2. 
order of the subject, ought to come into the Annals of the subse- 
quent season, it is, perhaps, preferable to introduce the result 
of this voyage, which proved as disastrous to the Ambassador, 
as unfortunate to the English Company. 


On the 11th July 1702, Sir William Norris arrived at the Death of Sir 

WilliamNor- 

Mauritius^ where he found the China Merchant, Iiaving on ris, who 

^ leaves a nir- 

board his brother, Mr. Edward Norris, the Secretary of the raiivo, ex- 
plaining his 

Embassy, and the remainder of his retinue. On the 7th Sep- conduct lo 
tember, the fleet, consisting of the Scipio, the China Merchant, ot Di 

rectoTi. 


the Martha, the Rooke, and the Rising Sun, sailed from the 
Mauritius, and on the 24th, the Scipio parted company. Sir 
William Norris was seized with a dysentery, and died on the 
10th October 1702, and the Scipio arrived at St. Helena on the 
31st of that month : — a few days before his death, the Ambas- 
sador directed Mr. Harlewyn, the Treasurer of the Embassy, 
(Mr. Mills, his private Secretary, having died on the 25th May) 
to convey to the Court the following narrative of his conduct, 
as the only means which were now left, to vindicate his charac- 
ter, and to preserve to his memory that respect which, notwith- 
standing his misfortunes, he hoped he should have received, had 
he lived to explain the whole of his proceedings to his Sovereign, 
who had placed so important a negotiation in his luuids, and to 
the English Company, whose interests had been the rule of his 
zealous, though unsuccessful efforts ; and, with the narrative, 
transmitted copies of all letters, between himself and the Presi- 
voi.. III. 3 P dencies 
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dencies iri India, trustitig they would aflford suftcTent evidence 
of his faithful discharge of his duty. 

The substance of the' narrative is, ihat Srf William Norris 
had refused granting the security required for trade against the 


pirates, particularly between Surat and Mocha, because this, in 
fact, would have been covering the principal part of the trade of 
both ports, in which the cargoes were not only valuable, but the 
riches of the pilgrims, annually proceeding to and from Mecca, 
so great, that it would have been impossible for the Company to 
liquidate such large demands that the Dutch, the principal 
rival of the English in the Surat trade, whose long experience 
had instructed them in the impossibility of complying with the 
Security Bonds extorted from them, had, two years before, sent 
a fleet of seven ships, and eight hundred men, to overawe the 
Governor of Surat into a compliance with their request, to be 
free from this obligation, but had failed in obtaining what they 
held to be of indispensable necessity to the continuance of their 
trade ; and, that the London Company’s Bond having been 
extorted by force, was, therefore, Jnvalid, by the Law of 
Nations, but if it had been recognized by the Ambassador, 
it would have become a public obligation, which it would have 
been impossible, on any future occasion, to evade or cancel. 
For these reasons, he deemed it necessary to offer the Mogul ' 
a lack of rupees, conceiving the payment of this sum, to be 
preferable to the incalculable expences which would have been 
incurred, by accepting the Phirmaunds clogged with this ruin- 
ous condition. He, finally, prayed the Court, to disregard the 

accusations 
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accusations wluch had been brought against Mr. Mill, whose 
memory, as well as his own, he would not be tarnished by 17'01 

the slender evidence of .two hl^atives against, him ; and concluded 
by recommending a4 the persons employed in the Embassy, to 

their favorable opimon and protection. 

} * • 

In this manner terminated, the second English Embassy to 

' I ' 

the Mogul, which, unlike the first, (or that of Sir Thomas Roe, 
in the reign of James I., which had one general object, or tlie 
establishing commercial relations between Hindostan and Eng- 
land^ had in view only, the, subversion of the trade of the Lon- 
don Company, after it had existed for above a century, and 
establishing, on its ruins, the trade of a new, and unknown 
mercantile Association ; distinctions, as unwise and impolitic in 
England, as they were unintelligible and disastrous in India. 

3 P 2 It 

I Y ‘ ♦ . ■ i . 

( 1) — Letter! from Sir William Norris to the Presidency of Surat, yih, 24tli, and 
25th April, 15th May, 2Sth October, 4th, lltb, 14th, 25lh, ‘and 28th November, 3d, 
and 30th December 1701 5 7th January, 8th and lOih February 1701-2.— Order of 
Procession at the Ambassador's audience of the Emperor, 28tb April 1701, No. 58^8.—-- 
Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite'^nd Council at Surat to Sir William Norris, 5th and 9tb 
April, 5th, 9th, ^6th, 22d, 23d, an? 27th May, 1st June, 18th, 19ih, 21st, and 30th 
August, 2d, Sth, and l6th September, 19th and 27th November, Ist, J3lh, and 27th 

December 1701, 7tb Jontw^y, aod 4th February 1701-2. Letter from Sir William 

Norrv^ to thq Presidency of Masulipalaro, i2th June 1701.— Letters from the Presidency 
of Masulipatana, to Sir WiUiani Norris, 23th April, 12th May, 14th July, l5rh^ and 25ih 

August, 5tli December 1701, 18lh January, 4th, and 20th March 1701-2. Letters 

from Sir William Norris to the Presidency of Hughly, I4th August, 3d September 1701. 

liCtteri ffom the Presidency of Hughly to the Court, 22d April, 8th and 19th May 

Xiettet from Mr. Mill, Secretary to Sir William Norris, to the Court, J5tb 
January 1701-2.— Letter from Mr, Harlewyn, Treasurer to the fmbassy, tp the Court, 
dated St. Helena, 31st October 1702. 



AjatMsr or nia -aoNOBABi.B 


■476 

ui7«i-k 

Interoperate 
report of Sir 
Nicholas 
Waite, on the 
failure of the 
Embassy. 


It iis painfttk, aftw inciting these votlBncholy events^ ^ to have 
to' describe the iateutpertrte opinions *bf the dUferent Presidencies, 
convffjed to the Coart, both at the time wh^ Sh .William 
Norris left Surat, and’ subsequently to that event-; but, as thoto 
opinions are the grounds, in a great degree, upon which their 
commercial efibrts proceeded, they require to be stated, to fill up 
the Annals of this season. 

In the review of the Embassy, it has already been observed, 
that differences of opinion prevailed between the Ambassador 
and Sir Nicholas Waite, from his first outset from Surat to 
Court, and, more particularly, on his return and embarkation ; 
•>»this diff erence is marked, not only in Sir Nicholas Waite’s 
letters to Sir William Norris, but in his dispatches to the Cour t. 

In the month of November 1761, when the Governor of 
Surat received the MoguFs orders to seize on the London. 
Company’s property and servants, and when Mr. Blower, 
'Mr. Somaster, and Mr. Robinson, were imprisoned, and 
Sir John Gayer escaped to the Factory, and took arms for 
his defence, and when the Dutch were ordered to make sa- 
tisfaction for the losses by the piracies, which they refused, 
Sir Nicholas Waite kept at a distance from these oppressions, 
and endeavoured to prepossess Sir William Norris with the 
opinion, that the circumstances of the London Company were 
foreign ' to his mission : — ^it has, also, appeared, that Sir 
William Norris considered this event, as one which ulti- 
mately might affect the situation of the English Company’s 
servants, should he not prevail in obtaining the PhirmaUnds, 

This 



B Af C aWS'PANY. 


477 


This diflereoce pf opipipn* OP a general point, a« sooii as Sir 
Niclip^asiWipte heard of the Amb^sador having left the Mogul's 1701-2. 
Court, changed inta. an open, accusation of the impnidence of 
hia conduct, as his passport^ vere signed by an inferior officer; 
an accusation which, in the general letter to the Court, 
from Surat, he strengthened, by a charge of disrespect to 
the Vizier, at Branipore, and to the Mogul’s officers, at 
the camp, and inferred, that the Ambassador had brought 
disgrace on the King and Company, by. becoming a prisoner, 
after the Embassy had already cost .^80,000, but promised 
to endeavour to obtain the Phirmaunds, through the means ot 
the broker, without the condition of Security-Bonds. 

Sir Nicholas Waite next accused Mr. Mill, the Ambassador’s 
private Secretary,, of a secret connexion with the emissaries of 
the London. Company, and gave it as his opinion, that the 
failure of the Embassy had been occasioned, nut more by the 
absurdity of the Ambassador’s insisting on European ceremonies, 
than by his Secretary’s breach of duty. This report concluded 
with stating, that Sir William Norris had received ample supplies 
to defray: his charges, and was accompanied with the following 
account of the money which hud been furnished to him, wis. by 
Surat, 364,000 rupees; by Mas uli patam, 206,000 ; by Bengal, 

20,800 i ,to which was to be added the cxpence of presents, 
estimated, ^t 86,000 rupees : — It thus appears, that the English 
Company liad expended on the Embassy, the very large p.ai9unt 
of 676,800 rupees, and that the Phirmaunds still remained 
to be purchased. 


Sir 
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HI* Sir Nicholas. Waite next stated to the Court, that he 

•S. had obtained, for the investment, indi^ and clcHh to the 
amount of two lacks of rupees, but on accoiut of^ the 
Mogul’s orders against the London Company and the Dutch, 
an4 the stop on trade, that the goods remained in the ware- 
hou^, and could not be shipped for Europe; — ^that he had 
n^ade every commercial exertion, considering his small stock, 
and the heavy charges to which he had been exposed, and 
that the Europe goods which had been sent to him were 
of bad . quality, and ill-assorted ; — besides, if commanders of 
ships should be permitted to bring out, on their own account, 
larg^ stocks, in money and goods, or should have the ton- 
nage which was allowed them, enlarged, it would, in future, 
be impracticable to purchase an investment. From these 
circumstances, he submitted, that a large assortment of broad- 
cloth, iron guns, anchors, lead, sword-blades, cutlery, look- 
it^.glass, and glass-ware, should come on the ships of the 
ensuing season ; but, in the event of an Union of the two Com- 
panies taking place, and, of course, only one concern, the 
proportion of Europe goods must necessarily be doubled : in 
this event, also, he submitted, that it would be expedient 
to form Factories at Scindy and Bussorah, but, by no means, 
to establish one, either at Mocha, or on the African Coast, 
as it would be more safe to have a ship, of about three hun- 
dred tons, occasionally trading between those ports and Surat, 

than 
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tiian to depenii on Factories, exposed to ’hazard from the ’cha- 
racter of" the"I^atives;<') IJwTa. 

Tiioug'h relercnce lias been made, in the account of the Report of 
Embassy, to tlie opinions of Consul l^itt and his Council at Ma- on°"hoMme 
suniPATAM, on the improvident measures of the Ambassador, on'Hhe^’com^ 
in relinquishing the principal object of his mission, by insisting orfheCor^ 
oh European ceremonials being allowed to his rank, in a Court coa"t!' 
in which they were not understood, there does not occur, in 
the communications of this Presidency to the Court, the same 
animosity, on this occasion, as at Surat : — it is mentioned, 
only, that in June 1701, Consul Pitt had supplied the Ambas- 
sador with fifty thousand rupees, though the expences' bf ex- 
' change had amounted to twenty per cent., and that he had 
been obliged to take goods from the ship Streatham, con- 
signed to Bengal, to enable him to purchase the investment 
for Europe. 

Tlie countries on the Coromandel Coast, from which 
the goods were procured, Consul Pitt described, as exposed 
to constant depredations, by the contending armies of the 
Mogul and Hindoo Cliiefs, particularly after the orders arrived, 
for obliging the London Company to comply with the Security- 
Bonds extorted at Surat ; Madras had been blockaded by 

Doud 

(1),-— Letters (general) from the President and Council at Surat (o the Court, 1st May, 

27th October, Ist November, 5th, 8ih, and 31st December 1701, 26th January, 23d 

February, 5th March 1701-2, 2d and 5th May 1702. Correspondence between Sir 

William' Norris and Sir Nicholas Waite, above referred to.— Letter from the Presidency 
of Surat to the Presidency of Masulipatam, 13th October 1701.— Letters from tfje 
Presidency of Surat to the Presidency of Hughly, 29th April, and 23d June 1701. 
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CHAP. III. Doud Khan, who bad orders to dem<dish it, and saake tbe LoU' 
1701 >2. don Company’s servants, prisoners, their I^tories had been 
withdrawn from Masulipatam and Madapollam, and the Dutch 
trade stopped at Golcondajli, an order having been issued to 
them, to remove from their forts. 

Though the English Company’s servants had been allowed 
to carry on their trade without interruption, they were con^ 
stantly exposed to heavy charges, by the frequent removal of the 
Mogul’s Governors and officers, and obliged to make presents to 
each of them, particularly to “ Rustandal Khan,” the new 
Governor of Masulipatam ; but dusticks, or passes, for free 
trade had been procured : — as a security, however, they had 
finished a strong house iit Madapollam, and erected a wall round 
it, where they were making preparations for building a mint, 
and two large warehouses ; but, hitherto, they had not been able 
to engage in their civil service, any of the London Company’s 
people, and therefore required a supply from England, and an 
officer and a few soldiers, for the protection of their houses at 
Masulipatam and Madapollam. 

The only commercial information, this season, is, that, 
to complete the investment, the Consul and Council had been 
obliged to borrow ten thousand pagodas, at ten per cent., and 
had dispatched the Streatham to Europe, with an investment 
estimated at 619,900 rupees.<'> 

Though 

( 1 )— ^Letters (general) from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to the Court, 5 lh 
October 1701 , 20 ih February 1701*2.— Letters from the Presidency of Masulipatam to 

Che 
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TlltJU^ii'Sir Edwird Littleton and his Council, at Hughly, chap, hi 
hlditied the cohduct of Sir William Norris, as imprudent and 
expensive, they did not (notwithstanding the inconvenience to 
which the advances they ' had made him exposed the Com- Inm^subjec* 
pany’s credit and trade,) consider the failure of the Embassy, ?r"ade in'Ben- 
to be disastrous to their particular Settlement, till the order ^ 
came from the Mogul, for seizing die property and seiTants of 
the London Company : — ^this order was so far carried into effect, 
that • the liondon Company’s servants, and those of the Dutch, 
had been seized at Patna ; a violence which had alarmed the 
Ehrojieans, in general, as the London' Company’s servants, 
the Dutch, and the French, were preparing to resist : — ^Hughly, 
also, was threatened, and, contrary to the practice at Surat, 
the English Company’s servants, as they described it, “ for fear 
** of the worst,” were preparing to assist in the defence of those 
of the London Company. 

Comparing the situation of the two Companies, at this 
time. Sir Edward Littleton described the servants of the 
London Company as asserting, in contradiction to his authority, 

“ that their Charter was as good as ever,” — that they had plenty 
of men and arms, while the English Company had neither the 
one, nor the other ; and that he had it not in his power 
to maintain his rights, by any other means than by protests ; 

— ^that besides this evil, the commanders of the English 
von. III. 3 Q ' Company’s 

the President of Surat, 22d May, 13th June, 14tb Julf I/Ol, 14th January, 2d and 20ih 
March 1 701 - 2 .—— Letter from the Presidency of Masulipatam to the Presidency of 
Hnghly, I4th July l/Ol. 
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CHAP. III. 

170^2. 


Failure of the 
projected es- 
lablishinent 
at C^husan in 
China. 


Company’s ships seemed to be more in the interest of the Xjbndon 
Company, than in that of their employers ; and that the high 
encouragement which the London Company aflbrdcd to pilots, 
beyond what he was authorized to do, gave to them a manifest 
superiority in the dispatch of their shipping. Under these 
hardships, Sir Edward Littleton purchased the renewal of 
the Prince’s Nishftn for trade, till a Phirmaund could be ob- 
tained ; and as a new Duan was appointed, he would apply 
to him for a Perwannah for free trade, which would enable him 
to continue his efforts, should the Phirmaund not be granted : 
but he submitted, that an experiment should be made for 
opening a trade between Bengal and Acheen, for which an 
additional stock of ^30,000 would be required. 

The ship London, however, had been dispatched for 
England, with an investment estimated at 635,850 rupees, 
being the ricliest ship sent from Bengid, this season ; aiwl, 
subsequently, the ship Somers, with an investment estimated 
at six lucks of rupees. In the stock of next season, the Presi- 
dency requested that no farther supply of broad-cloth might 
be sent, as that which was on hand was not vendible.<‘) 

If, in former years, the Company’s Agents had obtained 
grants for Cuusan, in China, the prospect, in this season, 
of establishing a trade, however valuable, at the ports of 
that Empire, was disappearing, from the evasions of the 
Governor and his officers : — ^it, therefore, the Court, should 

be 

(1) — Letters (genera’) from the Presidency of Hughly to the Court, 29th December 

J701, 27th January and ad February 17OI >2. Letters from the Presidency of Bengal 

to the Presidency of Surat, 4ih April 1/01, and 7ih March 1701 2. 
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be anticipating great profits from Chinese imports, or had sent 
out considerable equipments and stock, again to try the practi- 
cability of the trade, they would be disappointed in every thing, 
but voyages of experiment. From Chusan, a direct trade to 
Japan could not be attempted, because the Chinese would oppose 
every obstacle to it ; and as a Settlement on Pulo Condore 
had been projected, as a better method of forming an inter- 
course with China, by giving an independent power to the 
officer commanding at this Island to retaliate, in case of a 
seizure of the Company’s property, or the persons of their 
servants, a similar experiment was, in this season, recommended, 
or the forming a Settlement at Corea, an intermediate station 
between China and Japan, which might become a depot for 
the produce of both, and a place of safety, from which the 
trade might pass to India, or to Europe. 

As the season advanced, the situation of the Company’s 
servants at Chusan became perilous, an order having arrived 
from the Emperor, to quit that port, leaving them, only, as a 
last resource, to bribe the Governor, and his principal officers, 
for permission to remain, till the arrival of the next ships : — 
meantime, they dis|)atchcd the Sarah Galley, with a cargo for 
Europe, estimated at 87,100 tale. 

In the East, it was thus found, that bribes aflbrded only a 
momentary security, for though the one referred to, had been 
"iven, the President and Council were ordered to quit Chusan, 
and so short a time allowed them, that a great quantity of the 
Company’s stores was left as plunder to the Chinese. 

3 Q 2 
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iTofS. 


From 
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CHAP. ID. IFVom Chusan, the President and Council sailed to Batavia^. 

1701 where they arrived on the 9th March 1701-2, and obtained 
permission from the Governor to n^nmn,^ till the arrival of ships- 
from Bengal, or England. 

Such was the result of the experiment of the English Com- 
pany, for opening a trade at Chusan, and the circumstances 
under which the Court were placed, at the time when they were 
uncertain of the success, or failure, of . the projected establish- 
ment at Fuh) Condore 

(1)— Letters from President Catdipoola and Council at Chusan to the Courts 19th 
November IJOlg and Ist Eebniery 1 701*2,— ~ from Batavia, i3th March J701-2. 
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1702 - 3 . 

LONDON COMPANY, 

If the Annals of the preceding season furnished the basis, chap. hi. 
as well as the general terms, upon which the Union of the 1702-3. 
London and English Companies was settled, those of this rn'easurM*^^ 
season will exhibit the series of public Deeds, by which this the two in- 
most important event in Indian atFairs was accomplished. The nies for com- 

pitting the 

Agreement between the Committees of Seven, on the part of Union, 
each Company, had, hitherto, only induced the General Courts 
of the two Companies to come to the resolution of uniting, and 
to enter into an obligation, that each should wind up their 
affairs, at home and abroad, by making exact accounts of 
their Dead Stock, that, at the expiration of seven years, the 
whole concern might proceed on one great Joint Stock ; but the 
legal steps, required to give effect to this resolution, remained 
to be settled. We have now to trace and examine the Deeds, 
to which not only the London ,.and the English Companies 
were parties, but the Queen, ^ who was, by her authority, to 
render the Act of Union legalt 

The measures for conducting the trade, at the opening of 
the season, required the fullest consideration of the Directors of 

both Companies ; and that there might not be any ground 

of 





ile 

CHAP^. Qf reciprocal complaint, it wasj In the first instance, Settled, 
llO'J-S. that the equipments of the two Companies should remain under 
the management of their respective Directors. By a preliminary 
Deed, therefore, signed and scaled by the Managers for both 
Companies, and dated the 22d July It was agreed, that 

the London Company’s ships, the Holland, Regard, and 
Gloucester, and the English Company’s ships, the Mary and 
Katherine, and the Samuel and Anna, should continue for the 
separate accfiunt of their freighters. 

Tlieinden- This ground being taken, an Indenture Tripartite, between 

ture Tripar- -rr t i* y-'t 

tite, equal- tlic Quccn and the two East-India Companies, dated the 22d 

iziiig the 

•UKk of the July 1702, pussed under the Grejit Seal of England, which, in 

two Com pa- 

nils, consi- thc correspondence of the Court with their foreign Presidencies, 

dered as the 

Charter of thfw described, as tlicir “ Chakter of Union.” By this Deed 

Union. ^ ^ 

it was settled, that the London Company should purchase as 
jiiueh of the stock of the English Company, at par, as \vouId 
vest in each, an equal proportion of the ^2,000,000, for the 
advance of which to Government, thc Charter had been origi- 
nally granted to tlie English Company. The interests of the 
London and English Companies, and Separate Traders, were, as 


follows : — 

The London Company’s Subi^iiptlon ^£315,000 

English Company’s Subscription 1,662,000 

Separate Traders’ Subscription 23,000 

^2,000,000 

By 
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By this Agreement, the interests of the two Companies were chap. hi. 


fixed, as follows 1702 - 3 . 

Purchase of stock by, the London Company 
• 4 ^ 673 , 000 , in addition to their former stock, 

making their share together .sC988,500 

English Company’s Proportion 988,500 

Separate Traders’ Proportion 23,000 


c^2,000,000 


Having thus settled the mutual interests of the two Com- Trade to be 
panics, as far as regarded their respective stocks, in such a for Seven"' 

1 , . . I . . . Year®, on 

‘ manner us to render their proportions equal, it was, lu expluna- the Cimner 
tion, decided, that, in future, the trade to India should be li!.h Compa- 

ny. 

carried on, for Seven Years, on the two United Stocks, in the 
name of the English Company, as, thereby, the privileges grunted 
by the Cliartcrs of both Companie.s, and the Act of Parliament, 
would be best preserved, but the London Company were to have 


an equal management of the trade. 

The principal di^liculty of adjusting the respective interests of 
the two Companies, at home, being thus removed, estimates were 
made of the Dead Stock of both Companies, that is, forts, facto- 
ries, buildings, &c., as distinguished from money, ships, or aier- 
chandlsie : — the Dead Stock of the Loudon Company was valued 


at .^330,000, and that of the English Company at ^^70,000 ; 
the English Company, therefore, were to pay 130,000 to the 
London Company, so as to make up 200,000, for their moiety of 
the whole Dead Stock, estimated at ^^400,000, and intended to 


become 
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beoom&an additional^ stocti cta Joint ^Acooun^l^^i^iath^^^oi^hNi' 
1702«Si Company were to retain the use of their Dead Stotshl' itt iHMii#,' 
(that i^ their house and wiu^houses) during ’ sevenpy^aMi^and, 
after that term, they were to go to the‘'United‘ tDod^any 
Dtuing this pmod,- also, -each- Company was to hold distinct' 
Courts, and- might raise money, either -for thenri^pectiveriiairet 
of the United Tradej for their separate aflairsVor’for'paying their 
separate debts; but all debts, contracted for the Joint ^ade^> were 
to be paid out of the United Company’s stock :-~&ich Company, 
forthwith, were to bring home their separate estates; and nMke 
dividends to their respective I^oprietors, after which; neither 
Company . to send out ships, bullkm; Or-' goods, cm thehr' 
separate account, a • - 

A Court- of Ttffeniy-Four Managers was appointed, twelve 
to.be chosen from each Company, for carrying on the trade, 
and to act according to such rules as might be settled by the 
General Courts of both Companies, empowered to make Bye- 
Laws for the United Trade ^ach Company were to ftirnish am 
equal part of the stock for the United Trade, and to export one- 
tenth of their cargoes, in goods, of the ^xiwth; or manufocture, 
of England, but no transaction on the . Joint Trade was to he 
adopted, .without die concurrence of bodi Companies, . the 
General Courts of which, and the Court of Managers, weije 
to have the sole government of all their forts, factories^- 
in India, and to appoint Governors and officers, with pov^s^tP 
build forts, &c., and to raise, train, and muster a miUtary 

force^ 
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fevee> for defence of the same, and with authority to coin 
fweign money in India. 170^-3. 

The Liondon Company were to convey, with the Queen’s 

^ ^ pany, after 

licence, the Islands of Bombay and St. Helena to the EncHsh 'he expira- 

^ tion ot &evrn 

Company, and resign their Charters to the Queen, in two months y®*’’®* ’*’* 

after the expiration of the seven years, and thenceforward the 

Charts of the English Company (1698} was to be considered 

that of both, and the two East>lndia Companies were to take 

the name, in future, of “ The United Company op Mer- JhJ'Efst!^ 

** CHANTS OP England trading to the East-Indies," ‘ ” 

whose affairs were to be conducted by their own Directors, 

agreeably to the Charter of the lOtli of King William. 

This Deed having settled the respective interests of the two SpocificaHo* 

of Deadstock 

Companies, at home, and having also ascertained the estimated ''v® 

^ Caiupai)ie% 

value of their Dead Stock, at home and abroad, was followed, on *'• '•*« '"‘*«'** 

tore Quin- 

the same day, by what was termed a Quinque-Partite Indenture que-Partit«, 
of Conveyance of the Dead Stock of the two East-India Com- 
panies : — ^this Indenture was made between the London Company, 
of the First part ; the English Company, of the Second part ; Sir 
Jeremy Sambrooke, Trustee of the London Company’s freehold 
warehouses in Great St Helen’s, London, of the Third part ; Sir 
Thomas Davall, and others. Trustees of the London Company’s 
leasehold warehouses, in Great St. Helen’s, of the Fourth part, 
and Sir James Bateman, and others, Trustees for the English 
Company, of the Fifth part ; — ^the object of this Deed was to 
VOL. III. 3 R ascertain 

(l)-^Indenture Tripartite, between the Queen and the two Companiei, dated 22d July 
1702. (Printed Cullectioii of Charters, page 243.) 
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c hap. hi . ascertain the Dead Stock of each Company, that it might' 
1702-3. pass to the United Company, at the termination of the seven 
years, in the manner specified in the Indenture Tripartite, 
above recited ; and, besides its legal form, it is an interesting 
document, affording a view of the Settlements of both Companies, 
to which each had a complete right, which, subsequently, passed 
to the United £ast-India Company. By this Deed, the London 
Company agreed to transfer the Charters, by which they held 
the Islands of Bomuay and St. Hklena, to the English Com- 
pany, in consideration of 5 ^ 200,000 credit in the United Trade, 
and the sum of .3^130,000 paid to them, in money, and also 
their rights to all their several Forts and Factories, witliin the 
limits of their Charter, in the East -Indies, of which the following 
is an enumeration, viz. the Factories depending on the Presidency 
of Bombay; or Surat, Swally, Broach, Armroabad, 
Agra, and Lucknow : — on the Malabar Coast the Forts 
and Factories of Carwar, Tellicherry, Anjengo, and Cali- 
cut: — ^in Persia ; the Factories of Gombroon, Shiraz, and 
Ispahan, with the yearly rent of one thousand tomands, or 
.^3,333. 6 j. 8d., paid by the Sophi of Persia, at Gombroon : 
— ^thc Factories on the Coast of Coromandel, Gingee, and 
Orixa, depending on the Presidency of Fort St. George ; . • or 
Fort St. George, and the City of Madras, Fort St. David, 
CuDDALORE, PoRTO NoVO, PeTTIPOLEE, MaSUHPATAMj Ma- 
DAPOLLAM, and VizAOAPATAM, and, connected with them, the 
Settlements on the Island of Sumatra ; or York Fort, Ben- 
cooLEN, Indrapore, Tryamong, Sillebar, and the stations 

dependent 
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dependent on Bencoolcn ; and also the Factory of ToNQprsr, in ^ hap. hi . 
Cochin China -the Factories dependent on the Presidency of 1702-3. 
Fort William ; or Fort William, Chut an uttee, Balla- 
soRE, Cossimbuzar, Dacca, Hughly, Malda, Rajahmaiil, 
and Patna, with all their claims or title to Bantam, or any 
other Settlements they might have had, in the Southern Seas, 
and all the stores and ammunition belonging to the said Forts or 
Factories, respectively, and comprehending all the rents and 
customs arising from those Settlements, and all the grants, or 
Phirmaunds, by which the same were sold to them : — this trans- 
fer, also, included their warehouses in I.<oni)on, and their house 
in Leadenhall-Street. 

The English Company, on the other hand, declared to the 
London Company, that the following Settlements constituted 
their Dead Stock, for which they were to be allowed ^7^,000 
in the United Stock, viz. the Fiictories at Surat, in the Bay 
OP Bengal, at Masulipatam, Madapollam, on the Island 
of Borneo, and on the Island of Pulo Condore, with the 
stores and ammunition belonging to each, and all of them ; and 
it was, in explanation, mutually covenanted, that both Com- 
panies should enjoy the respective profits, and pay the respective 
charges, of all their Settlements, to the date of this Deed, or the 
22d July 1702 . <•) 

The general recommendation of the Court of Coimiuttces, of 
adopting conciliatory measures, with respect to the servants of the 

3 R 2 Englidi 

(1) — Indenture Quinque-Partite, of Conveyance of the Dead Stock of llic Two East- 
India Companies^ dated 22d July 1/02. (Printed Odlcction of Cliaitcis, page 3l(i.) 
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CT^Pjrn. English Coraparty, was the btiHy practicable < meMUfe trhibh 

1702 >-3. could have been adopted, pfeviously to the settlement which 
the preceding Deeds had rendered legal; but when the Deeds, 
themselves, assumed this aspect, and when opposition, at home, 
between the Directors of the two Companies, would have been 
illegal, it was settled, that, for a time, a separate jurisdiction 
should be exercised over their foreign servants, that each might 
wind up their affairs, and bring the whole, as one common con- 
cern, under the Court of Managers. 

We shall, however, soon discover, that it was easier, not- 
withstanding the remaining jealousies and opposed interests, 
to prescribe general rules, and even to observe them, at home, 
than it was for their servants, abroad, to depart, at once, from 
an opposition of interests, which had wrought itself up into 
animosity, and, in some instances, to revenge. 

General in- The general principle, at home, was to proceed on the 

structions of ^ 

the London estimates which had been made of the Dead Stocks, to nar- 

Company to 

their foreign row in the Separate commercial adventures, but to keep the 

Settlements, 

on the com- accouiits of them distinct, to the 22d July 1702 ; and as this 

pie ti on of the 

Union, order could not reach India, in time to accomodate practice to 
this principle, the only general order which could be given was, 
tliat, subsequently to that date, their Presidencies were to observe, 
that all trade was to proceed on the General Stock, and 
to be directed by the orders of the Court of Managers, except 
such property as was already contracted for, or afloat, and 
which, therefore, must be paid for, on the Separate Accounts ; 
this order was, in the first instance, directed to be the rule 

of 
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of .jiroceeifiiig at Scjrax, at Bombay, and at their dependen- cha.I'. jit. 
cies, and also, in P^sia, as far as the English Company 
had interfered with the trade or rights of the London Company. 

Aware of the risks and dangers to which trade had been Two men of 

w.ir .sent to 

exposed, by the compensations required for the depredations India to sno- 

• 4 •Mir • • 'pi'f.ss the pi- 

committed on the Mogul’s subjects^ by the pirates, the Court of rates. 
Managers applied to the Queen, to have two men of war sent 
to India, for their final suppression. This request was acceded to, 
and the Severn and Scarborough men of war equipped for that 
service, and Captain Richards (who bad been in the service of 
the London Company) appointed Commodore : — Ilis instructions 
from the Admiralty were, to go to Madagascar, and the Islaml 
of St. Mary's, thence to Attongal Bay, Assada Bay, Mohelia, 
and Johanna, thence to Mocha, and to convoy the Mocha fleet 
to Surat, where he was to consult with the General what was to 
be done farther, for suppressing the pirates. One of the ships 
was to cruise between Calicut, and Dunderec Point, in Ceylon, 
till February 1702-3, and the other, in the Straits of JVlalacca, 
to meet the homeward-bound China ships, and convoy them to 
the Coast and Surat, and thence return, by Madagascar, to Eng- 
land. 

The Court hoped, that this measure would counteract the mis- 
representations to the Mogul Government, which Sir Nicholas 
Waite had so improperly made, that the London Company had 
been secretly connected with the pirates, and would enable 
Sir John Gayer, and President Colt, to settle their accounts witli 

theii' 
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CHAP. Ill , thdr brokers, in such a manner as to wind up the London 

1702-3. Company’s separate ailairs, and to recover from the Mogul 
Government, the large amounts which had been paid, as 
compensations for the losses which the Native Merchants had 
sustained. The application for these sums was to proceed on the 
instructions which the commanders of the King’s ships had re- 
ceived, to convoy the Mocha ships to Surat, in safety:— To 
preclude all pretexts to superior authority by Sir Nicholas Waite, 
the Court intimated to Sir John Gayer, that as the Consular 
powers bad already been withdrawn from Sir Edward Littleton, 
and Mr. J<din Pitt, they had applied, and would insist, that 
Sir Nicholas Waite should be deprived of this authority. 

Separate in< By the preliminary Deed to the two Indentures, the equip- 

ttructions to . 1 . 

Sir John mente of the two Companies, for this season, had been settled. 

Gayer and 

President and, of couFsc, the stock of each, intimated to their respective 

Colt, on the ^ ^ 

Union. Presidencies : — each, also, received orders to communicate the 

event of the Union to the other ; and it was enjoined to both, to 
lay aside all opposition, and to forward the reciprocal views of 
the two Companies, for lowering the prices of Indian commodi- 
ties, and disposing, without rivalship, of the Europe goods 
remaining in the warehouses. 

The Court, however, were satisfied, that this information, 
and these instructions, might occasion apprehensions in the minds 
of the General, and President and Council, at Surat, that, by 
the Union, their powers and emoluments would be affected, and, 
consequently, their motives for exertion, in executing the orders 
for 4 ;onciliation and for mutiial commercial aid, be weakened ; as 

an 



E AS^T>XNX>IA COMP AWr, 


495 


Aix encouragement, therefore, the Court gave assurances, that chap, iil 
notwithstanding the agreement between the two Companies, 1702-3. 
their Crcneral, President, Council, and servants, were to bold 
their situations and allowances, till next year’s investments ; after 
which they would employ their utmost influence with the Court 
of Managers, that the ranks of the servants of the London Com- 
pany should be confirmed to them ; and, therefore, trusted that 
they would continue to exert themselves, with the same activity 
and probity which they had hitherto done, with the fullest appro, 
bation, and that their future situations would be such as would 
enable them to serve the Company, under the advantages which 
must result from undivided authority and influence. (’> 

Similar information, instructions, and promises of protcc- 
tection, were given to the Agents, Councils, and servants in 
Persia. 

There could not, from the progress and completion of the General in. 

* ° ^ Btructions to 

Union, beyond the communication of these events, occur any. 
but local instructions to the President and Council at Fort St. 

George, with a repetition of the Court’s assurances to President 
Pitt and their servants, that they would use their utmost influence 
with the Court of Managers, to continue them in their rank 
and emoluments, after the 22d July, when the whole business 

would 

(1) — Letters from the Court of Directors of the London Con^iany to t^e General, Pre- 
sident and Council at Bombay and Surat, 26th July, 4th August 1702, 23d March iyo2-3, 
and 27th March 1703. 

(2) — Letters from the Court of Directors of the London Company to the Agents and 
Councils in Persia, 4th August 1702. 
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chap^i. ^ipould come under tlie adminuttotiOntof tlMt Court it>~-There i^ 

1702-3. however, a peculiarity in the orderty fbr tddng an itnrentory of 
the Dead Stock of the two Companies, which coukt not' enter 
into the orders to Surat, at which neither Company had any 
thing hut a Factory, or house of trade ; — at Fort St. George, 
the London Company had distinct and fortified stations, 
which were to be made over to the English Company, the 
value of which had been estimated in the Deed of Union, 
and, of course, it became prudent, in point of form, that 
the foundations of this estimate might be ascertained, to 
the general satisfaction of the Proprietors of both Stocks; it 
was, therefore, recommended, that the President and Council of 
the English Company should, on receiving the dispatches, repair 
to Madras, and be present at taking the inventory of the stock 
and effects of the London Company, and that one of the 
Members of Council, of the London Company, should accompany 
them back to Masulipatam and Madapollam, and be present 
when the inventory of the English Company’s stock and efieets 
should be made up. It was the general vrish of both Compa- 
nies, that the progress of the Union might not be prolmiged for 
the term of seven years, but accomplished, as soon as might be 
practicable ; President Pitt was, therefore, instructed to bring 
in, and adjust all accounts, and obtain payment of all outstanding 
debts, without delay; it being explained, that, subsequeiitly to 
the 22d July, all the servants of the London Company^ who 
might be taken into the service of the Court of Managers, were, 

from 
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tb^t day, to be paid by them; but, Inat no person -was CHApjir. 
to be employed, who should not previoj^y clear bis accounts; 17 ^^'^* 
and punctually discharge his duty ; an^'any person who might 
not be entertained in the United Service, was to have permission 
to remain in India, as. a Free Me^hant. It was, also, ex'^ 
plained, that the revenues of Ma^as, Fort St. David, &c., 
were to be applied, after that day/ to the United Trade, after 
which the military and garrison chpges, and those of the ship- 
ping, M'ere, also, to go to the Unxed Trade ; but, all arrears of 
revenue, up to that day, were » remain the property of the 
London Company : — in the firstf instance, however, all goods, 
not included under the Dead ‘ tock, were to be turned into 
money, without delay, and im ested in Coast goods, on the 
London Company’s separate account.. 

At the close of this season, ' it appears, that such was the 
impression of President Thomas Pitt’s merit, that the Court 
of Managers unanimously appaiptcd him to be President and 
Governor of Fort St. George, in consideration of the opposition 
which he had given, while it was his duty, to the English Com- 


pany, and of his having (notwithstanding his relationship to 
Consul John Pitt) proved himself superior to every motive, but a 
sense of character; but, they explained to him, that they had 
been obliged to consent, for reasons of policy, that Mr. John 
Pitt should be appointed Governor of Fort St. David, with an 
independent power in civil and military affairs, and, eventually, 
to succeed to the government of Fort St. George, but to be 
VOL. HI. 3 S subordinate 
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ni subordinate to him, and his Council, in all matters regar din g 

1709-3. trade and investments. <’> 

Instructions From the period at which the London Company had been 

for Bencoo- 

len, now cie- excludcd, by the Dutch, from Bantam, and the pepper trade on 
the Island of Java, it has appeared, that they directed their 

George. attention to obtain, from the Island of Sumatra, this staple of 
Indian produce, and that they had fixed a station atBENcooLEN, 
and expended large sums in forming this Settlement ; — ^it has 
also appeared, that the English Company, excluded, from Java, 
and from Sumatra, were convinced of the importance of 
obtaining pepper, and had attempted to draw it from an esta- 
blishment on Borneo, and to connect that station with their 
speculations in the Indian and China trade ; — ^there could exist, 
therefore, no difficulty in transferring Bencoolen, and its depen- 
dencies, from the London to the United Company, as the English 
Company had neither trade nor claims on it : — after, therefore, 
intimating to their Agent and Council at Bencoolen, the event of 
the Union, and that the servants of the London Company were 
continued in their stations, by tiie Court of Managers, they 
informed them, that, for the future, the Factory at Bencoolen 
was to be independent of Fort St. George; — meantime, they 
were to take an exact account of the pepper on hand, which wa 
to be disposed of, and the proceeds carried to the Xtondon Com- 
pany’s account. 

As 

(1) — Letters from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 4th 
August 1702, ath, 19th, and asd March 1702*3.— Letter from the Court to President 
Pitt (private) 10th March 1702. 



EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


49 » 


' As a separate instruction, the Agent at Beiicoolen was to c hap, hi . 
encourage the Malays to cultivate white pepper; but, as the 1702-3. 
growth of cotton had abridged the pepper plantations, no farther 
aid was to be given to the cultivators of cotton : — in general, he 
was to conciliate the Native Chiefs, as much as possible, and to 
direct his attention to the acquiring a knowledge of the methods 
employed by the Dutch, in the growth of pepper : — To lessen 
the charges, a common table was to be kept, for all their civil 
servants, instead of paying them board-wages. 

The Court, in their dispatches to the Presidency of Ben- instruction? 

* ^ for the Presi- 

GAL, recited the event of the Union, in the same terms as trans- Jency of 

Bengal. 

mitted to Bombay and Fort St. George, and with corresponding 
directions respecting their Dead Stoek, that it might pass, after 
the- 22d July 17^2, to the United Company, which, after that 
date, were to defray all charges : — ^for this reason, similar 
orders were issued, for winding up their affairs, and bringing the 
Quick Stock, after payment of their debts, to the account of the 
.London Company, and vesting the proceeds, this season, in 
such goods as did not make a part of the English, or 
United Company’s cargoes ; the remainder to be applied to the 
purchase of raw-silks, cotton-yarn, fine muslins, and, particu- 
larly, saltpetre. 

From the change of circumstances in England, and the 
termination of all motives to obtain new privileges, presents 

3 S 2 to 

( 1 ) Letteri from the Court of Directors of the London Conspany to the Agent and 

Council at Bencoolen, aoth July, 4th Auguat 170 », and 26th February J702-3. 
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chap. HI . to the Native Princes, or Goventow, were to be avoided, till 
1702 - 3 . after the 22d July 1702, because, whatever might be necessary, 
after that date, was to be paid by the United Stock; to which, 
also, were to be assigned the revenues and garrison charges, 
which were to be settled by the London Company, to that day. 
In this transfer, care was to be taken, by the servants of both 
Companies, to keep the amount of the revenues secret, as, 
otherwise, it would have the effect of encouraging the Native 
Governors to make new and heavy exactions. 

The Court, in the first part of their correspondence, this 
season, after expressing their approbation of the conduct of Presi- 
dent Beard and their servants, promised to employ their influence 
to have their rank and emoluments confirmed ; but, it appears, 
that the Court of Managers were equally divided on this subject, 
and that the only expedient which could be devised, was, to defer 
the appointment of a President for one year, and to order the 
business of the United Trade to be carried on by a Committee, 
composed of the four Senior Members of the Councils of both 
(’ompanies, of which the first Member of each (Mr. Halsey 
and Mr. Hedges) was to be the alternate weekly President; 
but, that all due respect should be paid to Mr. Beard and Sir 
Edward Littleton (no longer vested with Consular authority) 
who were, during this year, to direct their attention to wind 
up the separate affairs of each Company ; — the residence of the 
Council of both Companies was to be, in future, at Calcutta, 
as being a place of greater security than Hughly, and under the 
protection of Fort William : — ^this resolution,' regarding the 

administration 



administcation of their affairs, the Court explained to have c hat*, nr . 
proceeded from, the English Company having declared, that the 1702-3. 
greater, part of their investments would, for the future, be in 
Bengal goods.^') 

By the Deed of Union, the Island of Sr. Hi-i-kna had instructions 
been transferred to the United Company, though it Ixad 
not been open to the English Company, except in the pre- 
ceding year, when recommendations of civility to the com- 
manders of their vessels, were given to the Governor; and, 
in this season, it only occurs, that Governor Poirier, and his 
Council, were continued by the United Company in their re- 
spective stations, with an instruction, in future, to avoid 
all disputes, to discharge their duties with unanimity, ami, 
in particular, to make up an exact inventory of every thing 
belonging to the London Company, under the head of Dead 
Stock, and to adjust all accounts and charges, previously to the 
22d July 1702 , as, from that day, all expences were to be borne 
by the United Stock,(*> 


The circumstances of the London Company’s Settlements, of ' 

connected with Bombay, continued to be embarrassing, from the 

prospect 

(1) — Letters from the Court of Directors to the President and Council in Bengal, 4th 

August and 26 th February 1702-3. 

(2) — Letters from the Court of Directors to the Governor and Council of the Island 
of Sl Helena, 4ih August 1702, and 26th February 1/02-3. 
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chap. Ill , prospect of a civil war in the Mogul Empire, on the death of 

1702-3. Aurungzebe : — that Emperor was, however, still able to keep 

bident at Sii- the field, and his armies were continually engaged against the 

rat, from the 

brenkiiif? otu Hindoo Chiefs, who were preparing for action^ as soon as the 

of the pliignc, 

and the .np- war for the Succession should become the signal for revolt, that 

pearance of a 

civil war, they might re-assert their independence, or repel the forces 
of any of the powers who might be employed on the confines 
of their dominions. This public uncertainty exposed the 
Europeans to constant alarm, by the reports which daily were 
spread, of the Emperor’s sickness and death. 

Bombay, the asylum of the London Company’s servants 
and trade, was, from the preceding causes, constantly menaced 
with invasion, by the Siddee and the Mahrattas ; and the Go> 
vernor had been obliged to enlist an additional number of 
Topasscs, to strengthen the Garrison, and to procure seamen from 
the Company’s ships, to man the little fleet he had to oppose to 
either : — the safety of the Island, however, was threatened, 
not only by the Indian Powers, but by the Portuguese, who 
were obstructing the transport of provisions required by the 
garrison and inhabitants, and giving secret assistance to the 
Mahrattas, at the very time, when the Mogul’s army had taken 
several of the Hindoo castles, and were besieging Singarr,” 
within five days’ mafeh of Bombay. As if these difliculties had 
not been sufficient to create alarm, the plague broke out in the 
Island, carried ofiT some hundreds of the Natives, and reduced 
the Europeans to the small number of seventy-six men - 
this calamity was followed by a storm, which destroyed the 

produce 
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produce of the Island, and wrecked the greatest part of the c^p. ni. 
shipping by which it was protected. 1702-3. 

While Bombay was in this state of insecurity. Sir John 
Gayer and President Colt, though relieved from actual im- 
prisonment, were watched by the Governor of Surat, and the 
embargo continued ; trade, therefore, was dull, even to the 
French and Dutch Companies, and the only means of obtaining 
an investment for the Company’s ships, was by bribes to the 
Native Officers to allow partial purchases, the payments for 
which became difficult, from the Shroffs having, by their in- 
fluence, been able to prevent the coinage in the mint, though 
permission, to this effect, had frequently been promised by the 
Governor. 

Such was the situation of affairs, when the first accounts 
arrived of the Union of the two Companies : — Sir Nicholas 
Waite intimated this event, in a formal manner, to Sir John 
Gayer, and he, with equal formality, notified it to the Consul, 
each professing readiness to adopt measures for mutual interest, 
in obedience to orders, but neither reposing confidence in the 
professions of the other.^'^ 

The garrisons of Fort St. George, and Fort St. David, 
continued nearly under the same circumstances with those de- 

scribed in the preceding year:— by the active and spirited mea- 

sures Coast. 

( 1 )— Letters from the General, President, and Council at Bombay and Surat to the 
Court, «h and 13th May, Ist December 1702 , Ipth January, gtb and 24tli February 
1702-3.—— Correspondence between Sir John Gayer and Sir Nicholas Waite, 5th and 
7tb December 1702. 
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CHAP. HI . sures of President Pi^, the , Powers ;weirp.. kept, ^§t a 
1^03-3. distance ; but, at the eamp. ti^e„ h^. g^-YP ; ft . P)Prp. 

, account of the internal situation, of the Settleinep|;$i, ,aiMl of 
the investment, than could have been expected. The meaps 
of defence at Madras, he described to have been sufficient, 
for though threatened with an attack, and provisions stopped 
from coming into the place, the supplies by sea affi>rded 
him the necessary stores ; but he requested recruits for the 
garrison, and permission to raise a troop of sixty horse, to 
act as convoys, and to repel the incursions of the country 
cavalry ; and, also, military stores, particularly mortars, as |bhe< 
throwing of shells among the Native troops, had produced the 
greatest terror among them. At Fort St. David, it had become 
expedient, from the importance of Cuddalore, in its vicinity, as 
commercial station, and an asylum to the rich traders, not 
only to erect a new Factory, but to protect the place by fortifi- 
cations, the charges for which would be covered by the increase 
of the revenues, the ground-rent of Fort St. David having been 
farmed out, this year, for 2,805 pagodas, and the tobacco and 
beetle-nut taxes for 2,756 pagodas. To this account of the 
internal resourcei^ of the Settlements, is subjoined that of the 
investment, which he estimated at- ninety thousand pagodas ; 
and he had contracted with the merchants, for the investment 
of the following season, to the amount of one lack, and added, 
that the experiment of raising silk-worms had been successful, 
and, in the course of a few years, might yield silk, in quality, 
equal to that of Bengal. 


Such 
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Such* weire the circum^ances of thia P^sidehcy, when 
the iSret accounts of the Union of the two Companies in Enirland, 170:?-3. 

• « — Hiiitiemo- 

Wtere'Veceivfed; froiil some of the Crew of the English Company’s rabie con- 

duct, on re- 

shipi NorriSi who had been saved from the wreck of that vessel, ceiving inteu 

ligenceof the 

when she blew up, in Masulipatam Roadsl on the 2d August Union of the 
\ ^ two Compa- 

1702 ; ’ President Pitt, on this occasion, after assuring his imme- 
diate superiors, the London Company, that he would observe 
their orders, for adopting conciliatory measures, to render the 
Union' effectual, addressed a letter to the Directors of the 
English Company, which, after deploring the death of King 
William, and congratulating them on the accession of Queen 
Aniie, proclaimed at Fort St. David, on the 24th September 
1702 , concluded in the following loyal and memorable 
terms:— 

** My gratitude, as an Englishman, obliges me to pay all 
deference to the blessed memory of King William, and to 
** remember that great saying of his, to the French King’s 
“ Plempotentiaryj at Hyswick, upon concluding the peace, 
t’weis my fate, and nott my choice, that nwde mee your 
enemy ; and since you, and my masters, are united, itt shaH 
** be my utmost endeavor to purchase your good opinion, and 
deserve your friendship.” 

VOL. iir. 3 T The 

(i)'~-Lettert fi«m President Thomas Pitt and Council at Fort St. Oeoi^e to the 
President and Council at Surat, 4th September 170*.—— Letters from the Governor 
and Council of Fort St. David to the Court, 4th October 1702, and 8th Febroary 1702.3. 

I.etter (private) from President Pitt to the Directors of the English Company, 3d 

October 1702. 
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CHAP. III. 


1702-3. 

The Mt>gal 
orders all 
trade to be 
stopped in 
Bengal, and 
the Com- 
pany’s ser- 
vants seized, 
till compen- 
sation should 
be made for 
the depreda- 
tions of the 
pirates. 


The situation of the trade in Bengal, at the conclusion 
of the preceding year, was favourable, front' the <N*der of the 
Mogul, for stopping trade, not having reached that part of his 
dominions ; but this respite was of short duration, for^ as 
early as the month of February the Company’s ser- 

vants and effects were seized at Patna and Rajahmahl, to 
make good the damages done by the pirates. The loss, ^from the 
Company’s servants at those stations having previously taken 
bills on Calcutta,) amounted only to 1,800 rupees ; but their 
sufferings, personally, were great, having been confined fifty- 
one days in the public gaol, and still k^t prisoners at large. On 
the 30th March 1^02, the order was extended to all the Euro- 
pean Factories, and the loss of the English Company, on this 
occasion, amounted to sixty-two thousand rupees. In this 
month, also, the Phousdar of Hughly issued an order to seize all 
the Company’s effects at Calcutta, which obliged President Beard 
to take measures for acting on the defensive, by mounting 
additional guns, and drafting from the ships, eight or ten gunners 
to work them, so as to make up the garrison to one hundred and 
twenty men : — this appearance of resistance deterred the Phous- 
dar from an attack, and matters remained in this situation, till 
the month of June, when the Prince gave assurances of his 
favour, though the Duan insisted to have the Mogul’s orders 
executed. 


Towards the end of the season, a present was given to the 
Phousdar of Hughly, of five thousand rupees, to allow the transit 
of the Company’s goods ; but tliis bribe only incited him to make 

farther 
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farther demands, and it was not till President Beard stopped all chap. hi. 
the Mogul ships, going to Surat and Persia, for nine days, that 170 ^. 
the fear of offending the Emperor induced the Phousdar to allow 
the Company’s goods to pass from Hughly to Calcutta. 

At the close of the season, advices were received, that the 
Mogul had issued a “ Husbul-hookum,” for taking off the 
embargo on trade, but, on opening the warehouses at Patna, 
the Agent found the goods had been removed : — on this occasion, 
the Duan, who hitherto had been positive for having the orders 
of the Mogul executed, relaxed in his severity, and offered free- 
dom of trade, provided the two English Companies, the French 
and the Dutch, would give the Prince a present of twenty 
thousand rupees each ; — ^this. President Beard, for the London 
Company, refused, and rested bis refusal on the grants which 
they had obtained from the Mogul. 

This view of the situation of the London Company, prepares President 

1 • 1 • Cl Beard’s com- 

us to understand the motives which influenced President Beard’s parative state- 

, , ^ ^ ment ot‘ the 

conduct, on receiving information of the Union of the two rights and 

trade of the 

Companies, in England. After stating that he had opened a ‘wo Compa- 

nies in Ben- 

conference with Sir Edward Littleton, in which, though with gal. 
much coolness, . assurances were given of mutual good offices, 
he instituted a comparison of the situation of the two Companies, 
in respect of rights and trade : — the London Company, he 
stated, were exempt from customs, but the English Company 
were under Security-Bonds to pay them, and under worse 
circumstances than the Interlopers, as they purchased their 
goods in the names of Native merchants, and were to pay 

3X2 three 
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three thonsand rupees for each ship, on their being laden for 
England: — the ^London Company, he added, had the power of 
issuing “ dusticks,” but could not allow the English Company 
to avail themselves of them, without involving themselves in 
all those disputes with the Native officers, to which the trade 
of the English Company had been liable ; — the English Com- 
pany not having obtained a Phirinaund, and being liable to pay 
three years’ customs, it would be difficult, if not impracticable, 
to adjust those debts, till he should reeeive instructions from 
England, whether the English Company’s, or the United Stock, 
were to be charged with them : — this comparison he concluded, 
with observing to the Court, that the effect of establishing 
the English Company had been, “ to bring disgrace on the English 
name,” and that there would be an absolute necessity for the 
United Company to employ force, not only to retaliate the 
indignities which the English Nation had experienced, but to 
compel the Natives to fulfil the engagements into which they 
had entered, “ force, and a strong fortification, being better than 
an Ambassador.” 

If this, however, should not be the opinion of the Court of 
Managers, President Beard recommended, that measures should 
be adopted, at home, to induce the European Nations tp withdraw 
from the trade for one year, which would so considerably reduce 
the Mogul’s revenues, that an invitation to renew the trade, on 
fair terms, would be the probable result. 

After congratulating theCourt, upon the advantageous terms 
on which the Union had been settled. President Beard and his 

Council 


‘toEjii, 



Council explained, that the stock which had arrived, woiijjd CHAP. Hi. 
little more than clear the debt, and furnish the ships of t^ 
season with full investments for Europe, but he hoped, with 
the addition of six thousand rupees only, to complete the in- 
vestment of the Wentworth, adding, that his resources had 
been less than those, either of the Dutch, or of tlie English 
Company, who, having received Double Stocks, had paid off their 
debts : — if, then, two buyers of goods were to remain in India, 
the Court must consider that double charges would be incurred, 
and the profits lessened, by the competition and the expcnccs 
attending it ; — in one view, he considered the circumstances of 
the London, to be preferable to those of the English Company j 
■—the former, from their experience in the trade, had few, if 
any, bad debts; the latter had, in Hughly only, bad debts 
estimated at seventy thousand rupees : — in future, it would not be 
expedient for the United Company, on any occasion, to trust the 
Native brokers, and their President should be prohibited from 
employing them at the Durbars, experience having shewn, that 
they were uniformly more disposed to meet the views of the 
Native officers, than to consult the interest of their European 
employers. 

, , •'I 

In the season I7OO-I, and while the Union was rather an- Mr.Roberu’t 

^ ^ ^ . report on the 

ticipated than completed, the Court had determined to meet the China trade. 
English Company in the China market, probably to prevent 

any 

(1).— Letters from the President and Council at Fort William to the Court, I5th 
August, 12th, 15th, and 24th December 1702, 6lh January, llth and 17th February 

1702-3. 
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CjSAP. Ill , any impression on the public, that they had neglected to push their 
1702-3. trade into every country, within their limits, audio add to their 
profits, by the sale of China goods in India, and of India goods 
in China, as a new resource for the home investments. 

Mr. Roberts, one of their Committees, had been ap- 
pointed Supercargo of one of the ships, and ^on the return of 
the vessel from China to the Coast} to be Governor of Fort St. 
David, and to take place, in Council, next to President Pitt ; and 
large equipments and stock had been sent to China on this spe- 
culation. In the year we are reviewing, information had been 
received from Mr. Roberts, that, on his arrival at Amoy, in 
February 1701-2, he had experienced much difficulty from the 
market being glutted with Europe goods, in disposing of his 
cargo, but had sold the whole to a great Chinese merchant, 
named Anqua, and was to receive, in return, three thousand 
five hundred chests of copper, twenty thousand pounds of Ca- 
bessa raw-silk, three hundred peculs of Tywan sugar, three 
huhdred peculs of sugar-candy, and nine thousand ounces of 
gold ; — ^that this merchant had informed him, the Emperor was 
willing to grant to the English “ the Island of Coltemshaw,” half 
a mile from Amoy, to form a settlement, (which Mr. Roberts 
was of opinion would be less expensive than ithe charges of 
commission, &c. to Supercargoes,) and intended to send him, 
as his Anibassador, to England ; — that the English Company 
had formed a Settlement at Chusan, situated a hundred leagues 
north of Amoy, but not advantageous for commerce, and 

that 
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that they were to pay, besides customs and duties, twenty 
thousand tale per annum, for liberty of trade. 1^02 >3. 

Mr. Roberts, however, soon discovered, that Anqua, so 
far from fulfilling his contracts, or being the person of that 
importance which he pretended, practised all the duplicity pecu- 
liar to the Chinese, and, in fact, had only amused him witli the 
story of the Embassy, to gain time ; for he had been obliged, 

(to save a year’s demorage of the ship,) to leave Amoy, on the 
12th March 1701-2, without receiving goods, estimated at twenty 
thousand four hundred tales, for which he had contracted, and 
had been under the necessity of accepting Anqua’s bond for 
that sum, to be paid in gold. 

On the 11th June 1702 , Mr. Roberts arrived at Madras ; — 
the gold he had obtained, produced 54,968 pagodas ; the copper 
had been sent to Bengal j and the silks, raw and wrought, made 
part of the investment for England : — on the whole, notwith- 
standing the twenty thousand four hundred tales, left on Anqua’s 
bond, Mr. Roberts computed that the cargo would amount to 
129,000 pagodas, which would yield a profit of ^40 per cent, on 
the invoice prices : — he added, that he had been received by Presi- 
dent Pitt with every mark of respect, and appointed Governor of 
Fort St. David, which station he reached on the 25th September, 
and would direct his immediate attention to remove the complaint 
of the Court, of the bad quality of the Coast cloth : — on the 
whole, that, though he congratulated the Court on the Union, 
he felt it his duty to infdrm them, that the English Company’s 

afiuirs 
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CHAP. III. aflliilrs were in a declining state, both in China, and on the Coast 

ifof^. of Coromandel. O 

ENGLISH COMPANY. 

Account of A similar account of the Union of the two Companies, as 

the Union, as ^ • t i* 

transmitieci transmitted by the London Company to their servants in India, of 

to Sir Nicho- ^ 

las Wiiite, by tlic Dccds of Uiiion being completed, and of the Separate Stock 

Directors. t,f botli Companies being to terminate, after the 22d day of July 
1702, was transmitted to Sir Nicholas Waite and his Council, 
at Surat : — on this event, he was enjoined to make up, and 
convej' to the Court of Directors, the whole of the separate 
accounts, that the actual state of their affairs might be known 
to tliciii, and to the Proprietors. It was again repeated, that 
tlie losses sustained by the ill-assorted and high priced goods at 
Surat, hud rendered the Union a measure of absolute necessity. 
As farther opposition could only produce a general injury. Sir 
Nicholas Waite was required to use his best endeavours to 
relieve Sir John Gayer, and the London Company’s servants, 
from the restraints umjer which they had been placed. Should 
the Ambassador not have left Surat, he was to terminate his 
negotiation, and embark for Europe ; and should the de- 
mands for compensation, for the depredations committed on 

. the 

( 1 ) Letter from Gabriel Roberts, Etq. to the Court, dated Amoy, 1st February 

1701-2, and Fort St. David, 3d October 1702 , 
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the Mogul's subjects, by the pirates, be continued, he was ^ hap. hi . 
directed to retire, with the English Company’s eflects, to BCm- 17^02-3 
BAY, that Island being now the joint property of both Companies. 

Two ships were equipped, this season, for Surat, on the Equipments, 

Stock, and in- 

separate account of the English Company, witli stocks estimated ^tructions lor 
at .3^80,000, with which all debts were to be r^leared off ; one 
of the ships was to return with a cargo of indigo, pepper, coffee, 
drugs, and cotton-wool, and the other to proceed to China, with 
a stock estimated at, from ^40,000 to 4:^50,000, for Avhich 
trade ten additional chests of silver had been laden on this 
vessel. 

A corresponding description of the Union, and recoin- Eqnipmcntt 
inendations of conciliation, were transmitted to ('onsiil Pitt at consigned to 

Consul Pitt, 

Masulipatam, with notice that, as there existed no farther now nppji.t- 

' cd Governor 

occasion for the exercise of his Consular powers, they were to Eon st, 

JL/iiViu* 

be revoked} and should there be any danger that the Coinjiany s 
property, or the persons of their servants, might he seized, on 
account of the piracies, he was to retire to Fort St. Georoe, 
which had now become the joint property of both Companies. 

The appointment of President Pitt, by the United Court of 
Managers, to be President and Governor of Fort St. George, 
was next notified, and of Consul Pitt to be Governor of bort St 
David, with a Council, at a salary of 4^100 per annum, and 
^100 gratuity, and to succeed, on the death or removal of 
President Pitt, to be President and Governor of Fort St. George. 
voE. III. 3 U -The 

(1)— Letlerj from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Sir Niehoi.i* 

Waite and Council at Surat, 2l8t May, 6lh, I8th, 20lh, and 28th August 1/02. 
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Tlie Coast goods, hitherto obtained by the English Company, 
17’02-3. having been dearer than those bought by the London Com- 
pany, Consul Pitt was, in future, to provide the investment 
at Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and at the other Settle- 
ments, where the factors of the London Company purchased. 
The ship Halifax was to be dispatched to China, with a stock of 
^30,000 in' silver, and consigned to President Catchpoole, at 
Pulo Condorc, and, in the event of his having removed from that 
Island, she %vas to proceed to Canton, under charge of three 
Supercargoes ; but, on her return. Consul Pitt was, by no 
means, to vest the proceeds in Coast goods, the market being 
overstocked with them : — on the whole, he was to wind up the 
Company’s affairs at Masulipatam and MadapoUam, to remove, 
as soon us practicable, to Fort St. David, and to fill up any spare 
tonnage in the homeward ships with saltpetre, on the English 
Company’s separate account. 

Instructions The approbation which the Court had expressed, in the 

to Sir Ed- _ ' * , * ’ 

ward Little- preceding season, of Sir Edward Littleton’s conduct in Ben- 
ton in Ben- ^ 

gai* GAL. (a similar approbation having been given by the London 

Company to that of President Beard) explains the difficulty which 
the Court of Managers experienced, in adjusting the pretensions 
of these officers, to the Presidency ; after, therefore, repeating 
the same account of the Union, the Court of Directors of the 
English Company informed their servants in Bengal, that, 

for 

(l)— Trlters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Consul John Pitt 
and Council ut Masulipatam, Cth and 27th August, Lt September 1702, and 9th March 
1702-3. 
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for one year, the office of President had been suspended, and the chap, h i. 
powers of the United Company vested in a Council of Eight, 1702-3. 
selected from the four senior members of each Company, and 
that an equal number of their subordinate servants woxild 
be employed in the United Trade, but no new appointments 
made, till the establishment should be reduced to its ancient 
standard r — that such of their servants as were not employed, 
were to have permission to remain in India, as Free Merchants, 
or to come to Et)gland : — the Consular powers of Sir Edward 
Littleton were revoked, as unnecessary, and his attention, as well 
as that of Mr. Beard, was directed to make up the separate 
accounts of the respective Companies. 

On reviewing the disturbances among the Country Powers, 
and the oppressions by their officei's, it was directed, that Sir 
Edward Littleton, and the other servants of the English Company, 
should withdraw alt the Out-factories, and retire to Calcutta, 
where Mr. Halsey and Mr. Hedges were to be alternate weekly 
Presidents ; that place being a safer residence than Hugbly, 
and now jointly belonging to both Companies. 

In notifying these arrangements, the Court expressed 
their dissatisfaction, with the negligent and dilatory manner in 
which their books had been kept, and ordered that their sepa- 
rate accounts should be completed with all diligence, and the 
accounts of the separates tock kept distinct, it having been set- 
tled, that neither Company were to be charged with the separate 
.debts of the other; whatever surplus might remain, was to 

3 U 2 be 
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CHAP. HI. be vested in saltpetre, on the English Company’s account, and' 
1702-3. sent to England by the ships of the season. 

The home market being overstocked with Bengal goods, 
the ship Union was to return to China (which, as in the pre- 
ceding season, was to furnish part of the funds for the invest- 
ment) with a stock of .^20,000 in silver, to be consigned to 
President Catchpoole, at Pulo Condore, or, in his absence, to 
the Company’s Agent at Chusan. 

If Mr. Landen, the late Agent at Borneo, who had been 
dismissed the service, should come to Bengal, orders were given 
(in the same manner as to Masulipatam) to seize his property, 
and detain him, till he should clear and settle his accounts. 

TheAiilureof The Court had, this season, received the most unfavourable 

the speculn- • rr- • • 

tion at Bor. accounts of tlicir affairs in Borneo, and it will appear in the 

neo ascribed ^ ^ , 

to Mr. Lan- foreign transactions, that the failure of the commercial specu- 

dtn, who is 

dimissed the latioti for pepper, on that Island, arose from breaeh of trust and 

Company’s 

service. arbitrary conduct in President Landen, whom, this season, they 
dismissed the service, and appointed Mr.' Thomas Tooley to take 
charge of their aftairs at Borneo, at a salary of ^150 per 
annum, to be assisted by a Council of Four, the three Senior 
Members at .s^60, the Junior at ^40 per annum ; and orders 
were repeated, to seize Mr. Landen’s books and papers, to 
become evidence of his misconduct, that his property might 

go 


(l) — Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Sir Edward 
Littleton and Council at Hughly, 6ih and a7th August 1702, 27th February 1702-3, and 
2i;th March 1703. 
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go in compensation for the losses sustained ; at the same time, 

his Consular powers were revoked. 1702-3. 

Tliough the first experiment of a trade in pepper, at 
Borneo, had failed, the speculation was not abandoned ; for 
the ship, Samuel and Anna, was dispatched for Bunjur-Miissin, 
with a stock estimated at 382,500, and with orders to obtain, 
as the principal part of the cargo, the largest proportion of 
pepper which could be purchased. 

As the Union had taken place, that event was notified, and Continu.ntioii 

^ • of ihe pro- 

an order given to take an inventory of all the Company’s stock, 
to the 22d July 1702, and to charge the amount of salaries to 
the English Company, till the arrival of the first ship, but after- 
wards to carry this charge to the United Stock. 

Two circumstances marked the proceedings of the Court, 
this season, respecting the trade to China ; the amount of 
the equipments, with the connexion intended to be established 
between China, and the Presidencies of Masulipatam, Hughly, 
and Surat, for encrcasing the resources for tlie trade, and the 
resolution to relinquish the trade of Japan altogether, on the 
separate stock of the English Company. The expediency of 
prosecuting the China trade being referred to the Court of 
Managers, the ships destined for it, were, the Sidney, to return 
by Fort St. George; the Northumberland, by Bengal, and 
the Montague, by Surat ^ with the Streatham, which was to 

return 

(l)— Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to the Agent and 
Council at Baujat-Massin, in Borneo, 6lb, 20th, and 27th August 1702, and 2d April ) “03. 
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CHAP. Ill , return by Mocha : — Supercargoes were sent for the management' 
3702-3. of each of these .ships and cargoes. 

As the Court were uncertain respecting the residence of 
President Catchpoole, the whole of these concerns were con-, 
nected with the station of Puno Condore, for which the ship 
Samuel and Anna, also, carried out a stock of .^22,3.50, and was 
thence to proceed, with an invcsinent of tutenague, copper, and 
gold, to Bengal : — this vessel, should she not find the President 
at Pulo Condore, or a Factory on it, was, with her stock, 
to proceed to Chusan, and thence to return by Bengal : — and as 
the Court acted under a hope, that the President had been able to 
establish a Settlement on that Island, (attempted on his own 
suggestion,) they desired to be particularly informed, whether 
there was a safe harbour in it, for China ships, during the 
Monsoons. 

After intimating to President Catchpoole that the Union had 
taken place, the Court repeated the order for making an inven- 
tory of all effects up to the 22d July 1702, and, on that day, 
opening new books on the credit of the United Stock. 0) 


Sir Nicholas Though sevend months had elapsed since the Embassy left 

Waite con- ^ ^ • 

tinues his as- SuRAT, for Europe, and though, as we shall immediately find, 

persions on 

the Ambas- the Mogul Power was declining, and that of the Mahrattas en- 

•ador, and ° ° 

' creasing 

(1)— -Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to the President 
and Council at Chusan, 27th August 1702, and 27lh Februray J 702-3. 
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creasing (the civil war for the succession not having yet com- 
menced) Sir Nicholas Waito continued to ascribe to Sir William 
Norris, the failure of the negotiation, and to raise the hopes of 
the Court, that he would procure the Phirmaunds, through the 
interest of “ Gazedec Khan.” It had been, since the arrival of 
this Consul, his invariable practice, to instigate the Governor of 
Surat, to acts of violence against Sir John Gayer and theLiondon 
Company’s servants ; and, on this occasion, he suggested, that 
they ought not to be allowed to go on board their ships, under the 
pretext of expecting a new Governor at Jhunbay. In these pro- 
ceedings he discovered, that his principal anxiety arose from 
the fear of an Union, against which he ollered his advice, as a 
measure that would involve the English Company in the Security- 
Bonds, which had been extorted from President Annesley, and 
place them under the humiliating circumstances of the London 
Company, when they got, in the form of a pardon, j)crinission 
from the Emperor to resume their Factory at Surat. 

After, however, information of the Union reached him, 
by a dispatch from Consul Pitt at Masulipatain, he was salislicd 
that his opinions, respecting that event, would come too late, 
and, therefore, assumed a formal civility to Sir John Ciayer, 
which was returned, as formally; neither, evidently, placing any 
reliance on ceremonies to which each subiiiitted. 

The conduct of Sir John Gayer was more liberal than that 
of Sir Nicholas Waite, for on receiving intelligence of the 


cii.\p. nr. 
l70ii-3. 

liis violent 
proceed in 
.Mgiiinst thc‘ 
London 
Comps ny*s 
servants : 


— but afierts 
conciliation, 
afier lecciv- 
ing intelli- 
gence of the 
Union. 


Union from his superiors, he immediately notifted it to the Gover- 
nor of Surat, as an event which, he trusted, would do awu} ail 

futuxe 
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ni « .future opposition of English interests: — ^this act of duty was 
1702 - 3 . interpreted, by Sir Nicholas Waite, to be unfriendly to the 
interests of the English Company, and, to it, he ascribed the 
stop which had been «put to the Phirmaunds passing the 
Mogul’s Great Seal: — ^Aware, however, that this conduct 
might involve the United Trade in disastrous consequences, he 
•desired the advice of the other Presidencies, whether he :$hould 
take any further steps to obtain the Phift'maunds, because the 
estimated expences of procuring them, would amount to the sum 
of 320,000 rupees, and he did not know whether they could be 
carried to the separate stock of the English Company, or to the 
United Stock ; meantime, that he revoked the powers given to 
Kustuni, the broker, to defray these charges, even should 
he be able to obtain the Phirmaunds. In reply, those Presiden- 
cies gave it as their opinion, that, as the Phirmaunds would apply 
to both Companies, now United, they did not consider the ex- 
pences, as any reason for precluding him from soliciting them, as 
they were grants of so much importance to the trade in India. 

After, however, Sir Nicholas Waite was fully informed, by 
the Court, of the event of the Union, he expressed his reso- 
lution to obserye a friendly intercourse with Sir John Gayer and 
his Council, to balance his books, to pay off the separate debts 
of the English Company, and to return their ships with as rich 
cargoes as could be collected ; but that Rustum, the broker, 
had made a claim for sums expended, in obtaining the Ambas- 
sador’s pardon from the Mogul. 

From the account given of the state of the Country, at 

this 
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this juncture, even in Sir Nicholas Waite’s general letter, it is 

obvious, that farther negociation for Phirniaunds, was a pretext, 17^12-3. 

only ; as the obtaining them, would not have answered the purposes 

for which they were solicited. In the early part of this season, 

the Mogul was still in the field, with his army, at “ Burgum, on 

the river Bimrah but, towards the close of it, the Mahratta 

army had not only advanced within twelve coss of Surat, but, in 

the month of February 1702-3, were within two miles of that 

city, and, in March, had burnt the suburbs, and were besieging 

the town : — on this occasion, they demanded one quarter 

part of what they estimated (he revenues of Surat :^thc 

Europeans retired to their respective Factories, and took up 

arms for their defence, endeavouring, by every good office, to 

conciliate the Mahrattas, or to obtain their protection, in the 

event of their getting possession of the city ; — trade, therefore, 

was embarrassed in the extreme ; but after the Mahrattas retired, 

and an order carac from the Mogul, to take oft' the embargo on 

the European trade. Sir Nicholas Waite dispatched the sbij) 

Albemarle for England, with a cargo of drugs, indigo, cloths, 
and cotton, estimated at 165,000 rupees. 

It does not appear, that Sir Nicholas Waite made any pro- 
gress in opening a trade with the ports on the Malabar Coast, 
but he sent Agents to Bussoi ah, and had received inforiuation. 
that trade was practicable, at that port, on the Company’s agree- 
ing to pay customs, at the rate of eight per cent, atl valoremS'^ 

VOL. III. ^ ^ Consul 

Letters (general) from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat to the Court of 

Directors of the English Company, 3d September and 12th December J/02, 28lli January, 

5th 
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CHAP. iir. Consul Pitt, and the Council at Masulipatam, still continued 
1702-3. under the deception that Sir Nicholas Waite would be able to 
?nati<w*oftL oljtain the Phirmaunds ; — ^this explains the opinion which has 
pany’s affairs already been referred to ; and yet, if Consul Pitt’s account of the 

on the Coro-. 

mandei State of thc country, and particularly of Madras, had been 
time of re- corrcct, OF had bceii corroborated by President Pitt s advices, Fort 
licence of the St* Gcorgc, itself, was in danger of being invested byDoudKhaii. 

Union. 

Comparing, however, the demands which President Pitt 
made for recruits in the preceding season, with the confidence 
which he had expressed in the strength of the garrison, the fact 
appears to have been, that depredations were carrying on, by 
hovering parties of Doud Khan’s troops, which embarrassed 
trade, as goods, in their transit, were exposed to pillage by the 
Mogul, and the Malirutta forces, who occupied, at this time, 
the country and the roads leading from Golcondah, and stopped 
the goods coming to Masulipatam. 

That Madras was in a situation to resist any attack by the 
» Native Powers, appears from Consul Pitt’s conduct, after the 
accounts of the Union had arrived, and been published by the 
Presidents of both Companies, for he then described it as thc 
retreat to which the English, in general, must fly, in the event 
of a civil war ; hut recommended, that the Factories at Mada- 
pullam oud Masulipatam should be continued, and fortified, as 

stations 

5lli and 7th February, lOih March 1702-3, 26th March, 10th and 12th April 1703 

Letter from tin? Fresule-nt and Council at Surat to the President and Council at Masulipatam, 

mil Decemb'ii 1/02. Leiteis from the Prenident and Council at Surat to the President 

i<nd Council at Hu^^hly, 26th August and 10th December 1702 . 
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stations to the northwards, favorable for the purchase of invest- chap iil 
nients: — tliis opinion, in a subsequent period, is justified, by 1702-3. 
the exertions niadc to retain the Northern Circars for the 
United Company, which, from tlieir connexion with the Car- 
natic, were admitted to be the most valuable of the Company’s 
conquests. 

The commercial circumstances of the Presidency of Ma- 
sulipatam, this season, were disastrous in the extreme, from the 
misfortune of the ship Norris, which had brought the principal 
stock for Coast and Cay, amounting to .^110,000, having been 
blown up, on the 2d August 17^2, off Din Point, the wreck 
driven out to sea, and no part of the treasure recovered : — Instead, 
therefore, of having stock, or funds to <lischarge their debts, 
agreeably to the Court’s order, or to purchase an investment for 
their separate stock (the Rising Sun having been dispatched 
to England in the early part of the season, with a cargo 
estimated at 295,000 rupees) Consul Pitt had l>een obliged to 
borrow twenty thousand pagodas of the Native Merchants, and 
thirteen thousand of Mr. Affleck, a Free Merchant, at ten per 
cent., to purchase an investment for the Katherine, and to apply 
to the Presidency of I'lughly, for permission to draw on them, for 
forty or fifty thousand rupees, with which, ami the money 
expected from China, this ship was subsequently dispatched 
for Europe, with what is indefinitely described as a rich 
cargo.(’> 

3X2 If 

(l)— -Letters (general) from Consul Pitt and Council at Mahulipatam to the Court of 
Directors of the English Company, 2 SlhApnl and JUtli August 1702 , 23 d January and 27th 
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CHAP iir. Though the embargo on trade, which distressed the English 
1702-3. Company’s affairs at Surat, and had been severely felt at Masu- 
LhtfJton *^* lipatam, reached Bengal at a later period, it was there more 
8*a^eof° trade rigorously enforced by the Duan ; for, early in this season, all 
^ Europeans were indiscriminately seized in the Out-Factories, 
and the English Company’s Agents at Cossimbuzar, Rajahmahl, 
and Patna, thrown into prison, and their effects sealed up : — ^the 
j)ropcrty belonging to the English Company, seized at Rajahmahl, 
was estimated at seventy thousand rupees. Having no soldiers 
for a guard. Sir Edward Littleton was obliged to fortify the 
Factory at Hughly, in the best manner practicable, and 
to lure a hundred Portuguese, and such other Europeans 
as he could engage: — lie next recalled the ship De Grave, 
which had already dropped down the river, on her voyage 
to Europe, and stationed her abreast of the Factory, for its 
protection. As this oppression continued for a considerable 
time, and was supposed to arise from the joint councils of the 
Prince and the Duan, it became necessary to keep one of the 
Company’s ships constantly moored off* the Factory. 

In this situation of the English Company’s Factories and 
trade, the accounts of the Union reached Bengal, and what is 
described as “ a coinpliiiientary intercourse, only,” took place 
between Sir Edu'ard Littleton,' President Beard, and their 
respective Councils. 

As 

February 1/02-3. .Letters from the Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to Sir 

Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 10th June, 12th August, and lOth October 1702 .— 
Letters from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to Sir Edward Littleton and Council at 
Hughly, 25th March and 20th May 1703. 
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As the season advanced, reports prevailed, that the em- ^^ap. iii. 
bargo vras revoked ; but a demand was made by the Prince, on 170^-^- 
this occasion, of sixty thousand rupees, its a present, to be 
equally furnished by the Dutch, French, and two English 
Companies : Whether the Dutch, French, and London Company 
paid their proportions. Sir Edward Littleton does not specify, 
though, subsequently, he obtained an order from the - Prince 
and Duan for permission to trade, and was obliged to make a 
present of fifteen thousand rupees, hut he described this order 
as having placed his trade on the same ground as that of the 
London Company, and that, in future, he was to pay only 
three thousand rupees per annum, in lieu of all customs: — after, 
therefore, submitting to the Court, that the ships ought to he 
dispatched one month sooner from England, and that the stock 
ought to be equal to the demands at the Out-factories, he in- 
formed them, that one ship had been sent with a large quantity of 
raw-silk, and the ship, Bengal Merchant, with an investment, 
which he estimated at 343,700 rupees/'^ 

The dismission of President Landen, as Chief of the PreMrioiusi- 

tuatjon of the 

Settlement on the Island of Borneo, and the appointment 
of his successor, were mentioned among the domestic resolutions Bonieo. 
of the season. In his defence. President Landen stated, that, 
from a great mortality among the Europeans, from not having 

been 

(l) — Letters (general) from Sir Edward Littleton and Council at Hughly to the Court 
of Directors of the English Company, 0th March 17 'Ol- 2 , 15th and I 8 th December 1702 , 

25th and 20 'th January, 20 th and 23d February 1702-3. Letters from the Presidency of 

Hughly to the Piesidency of Surat, 20 tb April, Olh October, I4ih November j;02, and 
lOih February 1702-3. 
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CHAP. III. 


President 
Calchpoolc's 
report on the 
China trade 
of theEni;li&h 
Company. 


been supplied with necessary stores, from the disobedience and 
misconduct of the subordinate servants, and from not being able 
to form a regular Factory, he had shipped the stores which 
were under his charge, and withdrawn the Settlement from 
Banjar-Massin, though, at the same time, he recommended 
Borneo, as advantageously situated for trade, and that it would 
be expedient to resettle it : — instead, however, of proceeding to 
the Coromandel Coast, he directed his course to Batavia, where, 
it is probable, he received the first notice of his dismission, as 
the ship Mary, then at that place, was, by order of President 
Catchpoole, sent to Banjar-Massin, to preserve this station, and 
to bring off the pepper which had been collected. From Ba- 
tavia Mr. Landen intimated, that he would return to Europe, 
whcrc^ he trusted he should be able to vindicate his conduct ; 
but, it has appeared, that the Court, instead of listening to his 
.accusations against the subordinate servants, appointed Mr. 
Tooley, with a Council composed of the other Factors, to manage 
their interests and trade on the Island of Borneo.^*^ 

On comparing the report on the Company’s China trade, 
by President Catchpoole, in the preceding season, with the 
orders and equipments which had been sent out in this, and 
the information conveyed by him, we discover, not only the 
precarious state of trade at the ports in the Chinese Empire, 
but the result of the experiment to form an independent station, 

for 


(I) — Txittera from Mr, Landen, President of the Island of Borneo, to the Court, dated 
Borneo, 20ih April 1/02, Batavia, 30th June 1/^02, and 10th February 1702. 
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for exchanges, between China and tlic Company’s Settlements 
in India. 

In the preceding season, President Catchpoole had been com- 
pelled to quit Chusan, to leave part of the Company’s property, 
a prey to the Governor and Mandarines, and to take refuge at 
Batavia, from which he had dispatched a ship to Borneo, to 
endeavour to resettle the Faetory on that Island : — still ad- 
hering to his opinion, respecting the importance of the Island 
of PuLO CoNDORE, lic Sent a vessel, with stores and pro- 
visions of all kinds, and ten Maccassar soldiers, as a rein- 
forcement, and bought twenty-one slaves, to assist in the 
cultivation of the ground, and in erecting a fortification for its 
defence ; — he also purchased a vessel, of three hundred and 
fifty tons, to be stationed at this Island, for the purposes of trade 
and protection. Having, thus, taken every practicable measure for 
its preservation, he requested the Court, that one hundred soldiers^ 
with an officer, might be sent, with a full proportion of stores, 
and a supply of Writers; for such a power would enable the Pre- 
sident to make an impression on the Chinese Government, and 
to retaliate injuries at the diftcrent ports of that Empire. 

Having taken these precautions. President Catchpoole sailed 
from Batavia, and arrived at Chusan, in the month ot August 
at which, though, at first, he met with a favourable 
reception from the Governor and Mandarines, and promises 
that the debt due to the Company, should be paid when he 
quitted the port, he found that a competition had arisen, between 
the Pekin Merchants, who had arrived to purchase European 

goods 
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CHAP; 111 , goods for the Emperor’s sons, and those of Chusan : — this event, 

1702*3. lie expected, would enable him to procure China produce, and 
to dispatch one of the ships with a full cargo : — the promises of 
the Hoppo, or Governor, and the Chief Mandarines, were, how- 
ever, as fallacious in this, as in the preceding season, and, there- 
fore, he again determined to quit the place, and to return, on the 
ship Liampo, to Pulo Condore, and thence to dispatch this vessel, 
with a stock of stores and provisions to Banjar-Massin. On 
discovering this intention, the Hoppo set a guard on the house, 
where he and the Factors lodged, who were released only by 
giving a large bribe, and compelled to take what goods the 
Merchants chose to give them. On this occasion, Mr. Catch- 
poole sent a list of the articles which were suited to this 
trade, rh. lead, tin, and pepper ; but broad-cloth, woollens, 
glasses, 8 cc. would not sell. Having twice experienced the 
duplicity and oppressions of the Chinese Governors, he in- 
ferred, that grants or treaties (even if obtained) were pretexts 
only for oppression, and that the true inode of proceeding 
was, to negotiate, at Pekin, through the Jesuit Missionaries, 
whose influence was superior to that of the local magistrates ; 
— In return for the great services, which Padr 6 Fontanez, a 
French Jesuit, had rendered. President Catchpoolc accommodated 
him with a passage to Europe on one of the Company’s ships, 
and stated, that, in any future emergency, a communication 
ought to be kept up with Pekin, through the Agency of the 
celebrated Padre Gcrbillon. 


The 
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TI>e reports of Mr. Biggs, and the other Supercargoes, chap. iir. 
«t Canton, in a similar manner, described tlie difficulties they ITSTs. 
had experienced, in attempting a trade, arising from the duplicity 
and evasions of the Chinese ; but, they had so far succeeded, 
as to obtain a good assortment of raw-silks and damasks, in 
exchange for broad-cloths, with which a ship would be dis- 
patched to India, to complete her investment for Europe. O 

(1)— Letter! from President Catchpoole and Council to the Court, from Chusan and 
Batavia, and from Mr. Biggs at Canton, 15th June, 28th August, 4th and 27th September, 

7th November 1/02, aothianuary^ and lOtli February 1702-3. 
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C^P- From the period when the direct trade, between England 

1703-4. and the East-Indies was vested in two distinct Companies, it 

The AnmU . ~ ^ 

of the East- became necessary to state the transactions of each Company, 

India Com- 

pany, in this separately, that events might unfold the impolicy of this system, 

season, re* 

quire the and Open to view the public measures which those Companies, 

same ar- ^ 

wngement.as and which the Crown, found it necessary to adopt, for the rcsto- 

previouily to 

the establish- ration of the ancient regulated trade by one great commercial 

tnefkt of the 

EngiithOom- Incorporation : — ^this method was, also, continued in the preceding 
season, that the subordinate expedients, required for winding up 
the separate affairs of the two Companies, might be kept distinct. 

We can now return to the arrangement observed previously 
to the year 1698 ; that is, first to trace the domestic, and next the 
foreign transactions, which marked the progress of East-lndia 
affairs ; subjoining the particular measures by which the separate 
stocks, both at home and abroad, were finally wound up, and 
those which the United Trade adopted ; for, on them, we sludl 
find Indian affairs have, subsequently, rested. 

It is necessary, in following this arrangement, to resume, 
and to continue the instructions for Surat and Bombay, in the 
first instance, because, at those stations, the seats of government 
and of trade were fixed ; connecting with this part of the subject, 

the 
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the transactions in the Gulfs of Persia and Arabia, and on the chap, iir . 
IVlalabar Coast ; and then to pursue the instructions for Pout St. 1703-4. 
Geobge, and its dependencies, and for Bengal ; keeping the 
events which occurred in tlie Farther Indian Seas, or in China, 
as distinct subjects, which, though of less moment, at this 
period, will, in the sequel, be found of great commercial impor- 
tance. 

When the Court of Managers took the general administra- Sir Joint 

Gayer ap- 

tion into their hands, they re-appointed Sir John Gayer to be pointed by 

the Court of 

General and Governor of Bombay, Mr. Burniston to be Deputy Manager*, to 

* be General 

Governor, and Sir Nicholas Waite to be President at Surat ; 

ed Inteieiit, 

for, as yet, they were uninformed, whether Sir John Gayer had 
been liberated from the confinement in which the Governor of pf Sir Nicho- 
Surat had placed him. It was ordered, however, that, as soon 
as might be practicable, he should remove to the seat of 
government at Bombay, and avoid all explanations with the 
Governor of Surat, till he should be in a situation where he 
could act independently ; and, in the mean time, to prevent the 
recurrence of animosities, the Consular powers of Sir Nicholas 
Waite were revoked, as being, from the Union, no longer 
necessary. 

This basis of government having been established, the General in- 

Btruciions to 

instructions to Sir John Gayer were, that, subsequently to the 2 i^d sir Joim 
July 17112, all charges were to be defrayed by the United Stock, 
and that all vacancies were to be filled from the covenanted 
servants of the two Companies, conformably to their respective 
ranks ; it being a rule, in such appointments or promotion, that 

3 Y 2 every 
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every servant ' should clear, his own accounts,; and' sttbsib** 
1703 -'4. quently, by his zeal and^diligence, give evidence of his fitness to- 
serve the United Company : — supernumeraries had* permission,^ 
either to return to England, or to remain, as Free Merchants, 
in India. 

: . The opposition between the two Companies having created 
disputes, respecting the rights of eacli, which had been the source 
of the sufferings which Sir John Gayer and President Colt had 
experienced, it was ordered, that an exact account should be 
taken of the sums which had been extorted from the London 
Company, as compensation for the piracies ; but if the Phir> 
maunds had not been obtained by Sir Nicholas Waite, all farther 
negotiation respecting them was to terminate. 

. When the Court, towards the close of the season, were in- 
formed that the Phirmaunds had not been procured, they held it 
to be a fortunate circumstance, because it would prevent the pay- 
ment of the large sums demanded for them, which must have 
embarrassed the English Company, and might have protracted 
the final settlement of the Union, which both Companies were 
solicitous to complete, previously to the lapse of the prescribed 
seven years ; for the men of war had been dispatched to clear 
the Indian Seas, and, it was hoped, the recurrence of such evils 
as might occasion demands, hy the Mogul, tor compensation, 
would not become the source of fresh troubles. 

Method of In the instructions of this season, the method was first 

(eparate distinctly stated, to the persons vested with power at Bombay 
two Coropa- and Surat, in which they were to proceed in bringing the 

nies. 

charges 
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diatgcs under the heads of United Stock and of the Separate 
Stocks of the former Companies, and a date fixed (22d July 1703-4. 
1702 ,) to which those respective accounts were to l)e made up ; 
it was, also, explained, that as the losses sustained by the storm at 
Bombay, on the 2d November 1702, had taken place, posterior 
to the date, when all charges were to be borne by the United 
Stock, the sums required for reparations were to be carried to 
that account.^ 

It was next explained, that though, during the opposition 
of the two Companies, each was, in a manner, dependent 
on their native brokers at Surat, and liable, in all purchases 
and sales, to imposition, which they neither could evade 
nor remedy, in future, the leading rule must be, to check 
all combinations among theii’ brokers, and to endeavour to 
recover from them all debts incurred, either in the sales ot 
European, or the purchase of Indian produce. i 

The equipments, this season, for the United Trade, 
two ships for Bombay, two for Coast and Bay, two for Boineo, 
two for Bencoolen, and four for China, of which last, one was 
to return by the Coast, one by Bengal, one by Bombay, and one 
by Mocha. The goods exported this season, were lead, cloth, 
iron, and bullion only, with which the Agents of each Company 
were to cleai' off all old separate debts in the purchase of 
the investments, expected in return, all competition in the market 
was to cease, and the goods ordered were to be of equal quality 
with those which had arrived in England, on the private trade 

account (particularly myrrh and aloes), and from the existing 

war 



Sepditite or* 
ders of the 
London and 
EnglishCom- 
panics for 
winding up 
Uieir respec- 
tive affairs. 


An Agent 
tent to Per- 
sia, to settle 
the disputes 
among the 


wkv in £ump6, the largest quality of satl^e^e tljali Mbobld ^ie^ 
procured’. '> ■ ' ■" , ,■ ,:.i 

I Such wks the outline of the general trade — the partictilar 
orders' given by the tvro Courts, interested in winding up their' 
separate affairs, formed a distinct subject. The stock, 'for 
this ’ purpose, transmitted by the London Company, amounted 
to jjifna^gQO, with which all debts were to be paid off, but not 
till Sir John Gayer should be safely anived at Bombay. The 
sum transmitted by the English Company amounted to ^10,000 
in bullion, for the like purpose, the surplus of which was to be 
vested in book muslins and doreeas (at this time in great request 
iU Englknid) and in indigo and coffee, on their separate account. 

Tlie' Court of the London Company, after expressing 
to Sir John Gayer, their high approbation of his fidelity and 
courage in resisting (even during his imprisonment) the demands 
of the Mogul Government, required that the cause of the great 
difference, between the computation he had sent of the debts at 
Surat, and that made at home, from the statements which ap- 
peared in the Surat general letters, should be explained. The 
Directors of the English Company, also, required from Sir 
Nicholas Waite, that statements of the accounts of the two 
Companies might be kept separate, and the English Company 
not rendered liable for any demands which might be made on 
the London Company. 

As the information which the Court had received, this sea- 
son, respecting their rights and trade in Pebsia, had not been 
such as to enable them to send any particular orders on that 

subject. 
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subject) Sic John Gayer was empowered to give a special cdmiiiis* 
sion to a confidential person to proceed to Persia, to investigate/ 1/03 ; 
the foundation of the disputes which, had subsisted between the Compaoy’» 
Cionipany’s Agents and Factors; and, on his report, to dismiss 
from the service such of them as he might deem to have been 
incorrect : — the Agent he might employ was, also, to wind up 
the whole of the separate accounts of the London Company, 
in that quarter, and to report his proceedings to the Court, that 
measures, for restoring the trade, might be adopted. 

Instructions, similar to those sent to Bombay and Surat, / 6en«r.-i] or* 
respecting the mode of bringing the accounts under the gcaeraX, fideVt Vut!* 


heads of the United Stock and the Separate Stocks of the two orderXhTm, 
Companies, were conveyed to Fort St. George and Masuli-. put. ° 
PATAM : — the appointment of President Thomas Pitt to Fort St., 

George, and of John Pitt to Fort St. David, having been.coipmu-. 
nicated in the home dispatches of the preceding season, were 
repeated in this, and all Consular authority revoked. The 
general orders, in substance, were, that the charges on the Dead 
Stock, subsequently to the 22d July 1702, should be repaid, by 
the United Trade, to the London Company, particularly the 
expence of the granary built at Madras, after that date; and 
that a better and cheaper assortment of Coast goods, and 

particularly 


(1)— Letters from the Court of Committees of the London Company to Sir John 

Gayer and Council at Surat^ 4th and 18th June 1703, and 18th January 1703-4. Letter 

(separate) from the Court of the London Company to Sir John Gayer, 8th June i703.— — ‘ 
Letters from the Court of Directors of the Engli^ Company to Sir Nidiolas Waite and 
^oiMicil at SuraL Hth June 1703^ and 4th February 1703-4. 
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cha p. Ill / particularly a large quuitity of saltpetre, on account of. tlu^ . 

demands in £ui;ope, should be the rule for . the imports sent o^ 
the United Stock. The separate instructions which the UondiUi 
Company transmitted to President Pitt, conveyed their satisfac- 
tion, at his having got in the greatest part of the debts in the 
country, and for his exertions in recovering the remainder : — 
he was farther directed to send home saltpetre, bought before the 
22d July 1/02, on the separate account of the London Company, 
and, by no means, to let it go as part of the United Trade ; but 
whatever proportion of it he had obtained after that date, was to 
become an article in the United Company’s investment. 

In the instructions to the former Consul, John Pitt, on the 
contrary, he was blamed for having contracted for Coast goods, 
to so large an amount as 170,000 pagodas, and for having taken 
up money at interest, because the loss on fine Coast goods, being 
from three shillings and sixpence, to eleven shillings per piece, 
below prime cost, with other losses proportionably great, proved, 
that the forming such a contract was unwarranted, after 
he had heard of the Union ; and his taking part of the goods 
from the Bengal ships was equally so, as it had embarrassed that 
branch of the trade, and deprived it of the sums intended for 
the investment. This dissatisfaction appears to have terminated 
in a suspicion, that the whole of Consul Pitt’s conduct had beCn 
improper, for the Court of the English Company sent a secret 
commission to Mr. Fraser, at Fort St. George, carefully to 
examine the whole of his invoices, there appearing, . from 
the papers before this Court, a very material difiference between 

the 



the prices paid for the satae goods at FV>rt St. George, and at 
Mastthpatam on this point, particiilarl)^ Mr. Fraser was to 1703-4. 
make a confidential report to the Court.O 

The orders of the London Company to the Agent at LondonCom- 

* ° pany’s sepa- 

Bekcoolek, this season, were directed to two points only ; — to “* 

^ ’ the Agent at 

charge the expences of the Lead Stock to the United Trade, Bencooieu. 
after the 22d July 1702, and to vest what surplus of money, 
or goods, he might have, on that day, in pepper, to be sent 
to England, on the London Company’s Separate account.<®> 

The Court of Managers conveyed similar instructions to instructioni 
Bengal, respecting the United and Separate Stocks, with those 
sent to Bombay, and to which reference was made, in the 
instructions to the Coast ; — but there appears a dissatisfaction, 
in the Court of the London Company, with the commercial 
proceedings of Mr. Beard, and in the Court of the English Com- 
pany, with the improper conduct of Sir Edward Littleton : — Mr. 

Beard was blamed for the inaccuracy of his general accounts, 
and for allowing private trade, which had occasioned competi- 
tions, to the detriment of the London Company ; his services, 
h ctwever, were acknowledged, for getting in, and liquidating the 
VOL. III. 3 Z debts 

. (1).— -Letters from the Court of Committees of the London Company to President 

Thomas Pitt and Council at Fort St, George, lOlh January 1703-4. Letters from the 

Court of Directors of the English Company to President John Pitt and Council at Ma« 
tulipatam, 10th May, 8th June, 1703, and lOth January 1703-4.—— Letter (private) from 
the Court of the English Company to Mr, Fraser, at Fort St. George, 10th January 1703-4. 

(a)'— Letter fropa the Court of the London Company to the Agent and Council at 
Beiv^ooleo, lOth January 1703-4. 
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ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


Separate in* 
Dtructions to 
S»»* Edward 
Littleton, and 
serrfjt orders 
to a Commit- 
we to report 
on his pro- 
ceedings. 


debts at Patna, Cossimbu^ar, &c., and for his estimate of the 
sums which had been escorted from him, by the Prince, Puan, 
and Native Officers. 

Vl^th these animadversions, the Court signified, that, in 
this season, they were to send a small stock, only, because the 
surpluit of Quick Stock at Fort St. George had been ordered to be 
remitted to Fort William, and the whole of the money recovered 
in Bengal, (^as the separate stock of the London Company,^ 
was to he vested in saltpetre, of the best quality, the existing 
circumst^ces of an European war making it a profitable article 
in the market : — The sending a small stock might, also, convince 
the Moors of the evil consequences of oppressing the English, 
and the danger the trade in India would run, should they 
withdraw from it. 

Sir Edward Littleton was blamed by the Court of the 
English Company, for his great negligence in transmitting his 
accounts, which had occasioned considerable embarrassment, 
and had led to the appointment of a Committee, to inspect 
Bye-laws, one of which positively required, that all books should 
be balanced, and sent home every year ; — ^for having allowed 
the Company’s servants to enter into contracts for private 
trade with the Natives, which was positively prohibited; — 
for having sent home goods, at such high prices, and of such 
bad quality, that the Court would be obliged, in future, 
to request some of the London Company's servants to super- 
ihte^ their affairs, and make up their accounts and for 

detaining 
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detaining the shipping without reason, particularly the I>e 
Grave, as this vessel had become leaky, and fears were enter- 17^3 - 
tained of her being lost. These complaints terminated in 
suspicions of the correctness of Sir Edward Littleton's admi- 
nistration, for a secret letter was dispatched to the four Senior 
Members of the English Company's Council, empowering them 
to examine the contracts into which he had entered with the 
Native Brokers, and should they find he had been guilty of a 
breach of trust, they were, on their being settled at Calcutta, 
to require him to deliver up his books and papers : — if he 
refused, or was refractory, they were to seize them by force, 
and should they discover proofs of his fraudulent prpceed- 
igns, they were then to produce a secret letter, revoking his 
commission as President ; this letter, however, was not to be 
acted on, except in the event of his refusing to surrender 
his books and papers, or to afford explanations to their satis- 
faction. 

The importance of the China trade, on the Union of the lostractioM • 

* , . to ihe. Agent* 

Ijondon and English Companies, and the value of the imports at Chusau; i , 

® Borneo, &«.< 

from that Empire, with the probability of extending the circuit 

3 Z 2 of 


(I)— Letter from the Court of Committeei of the London Company (o Mr. Beard and 

Cooncil at Fbrt William, lOth Jannaiy 1703-4. Lettera from the Court of Directora of 

the English Company to Sir Edward Littleton and Council at Hughly, lOth January and- 
4th February J 703-4.— — Letter (separate) from the Court of the English Company to the 
four Senior Members of Council at Hughly, enclosing a rerocation of Sir Edward Littleton’s 
GoromUsion as President, lOlh January 1703-4. 

i/ 
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6f exchanges, ' btitween it and the Inlands ia the 6hina 
l7d3-d. and India, had kd to a cotopetiti<ni between the twp Cknopa- 
nics, which the Union in England rendered no longer 
necessary ; in this season, therefore, when the trade was 
cohiihitted to the Court of Managers, and when, of course, 
the' conipetition ceased, the station of Pulo Cot^dore was 
considered to be no longer of importance, fur, notwithstanding 
the reports of President Catchpoole, it was the opinion of the 
Court, that it should be withdrawn, and that the military 
stores, and the materials for fortification, should be carried to 
Banjar-Massin, that the trade of Borneo might be connected 
with that of China and India. For this purpose, it was ordered, 
that every civility should be shewn to the inhabitants, and the 
project of fortifying Baidar-Massin concealed, till the place 
Conld be put in a state to repel their attacks. 

The investment ordered on the ship Liam]^, afibrds a new 
view of the goods imported, at this period, from Chika 
to England ; or, twenty-four tons of copper, forty tons of 
green ginger, and the remainder of the cargo in teas, of which 
two-thirds were to be Singlo Tea, one-sixth Imperial 'Tea, and 
one-sixth Bohea : — if it should be found impracticable to man 
this vessel for a direct voyage to Europe, she was to proceed to 
Borneo, and there take in pepper for Bengal, and either to 
bring saltpetre from thence to England, or to be sold at Calcutta. 
The general order which had been given to the other Settle- 
ments, for winding up the affairs of the Separate Companies, 
and discharging all debts, was repeated to the Agents, both in 

China 
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^Oiinay and in Borneo, who were to invest whatever surplus juight 
remain, on the Separate Accounts, in pepper, or in China pro- 1/03-4. 
dttce.O) 

The orders to Sr. Helena, on the establishment of the in»tmciioru 

to the Gover- 

Union in England, in the preceding season, were repeated vemor of st. 

° ^ ^ Helena. 

in this, with the addition, that all stores remaining, on the 
22d July 1702 , should be sold, and the proceeds carried to 
the separate account of the London Company, as all salaries, 
charges, pay of soldiers, &c., after that day, were to he 
repaid, by the United Trade.<*) 


The method observed in detailing the domestic events, Similar ar- 
which marked the Company’s afEiirs, now under the direction 
of the Court of Managers, must be followed, in reviewing 
the proceedings of the Foreign Settlements, because the 
separate interests of the London and English Companies, 
were affected by the greater or lesser degrees of obedience which 
the servants of each paid to the orders of the Court of Ma- 
nagers, or to the subordinate orders of their respective Courts 
of Committees, or Directors, for winding up their affairs. 

At 

(1) — Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to the Presidents 
and Councils of their Settlements in China, and on the Island of Borneo, 10th Jaunary 
and 4th February 1 703*4. 

(2) — Letter from the Court of Committees of the London Company (o (he Governor 
and Council of St. Helena, 3d January 1703-4. 
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O^jposite 
conduct of 
Sir John 
Gayer and Sir 
Nicholas 
Waite, in 
complying 
with the or- 
ders of the 
Court of Ma- 
nagers. 


annai^s op the hokorablb 

At Surat, the long habits of opposition, between Sir John 
Gayer and Sir Nicholas Waite, continued to affect their conduct, 
in a greater or lesser degree, in carrying the orders of the Court 
of Managers, respecting the Union, into execution, and the 
incident of Sir John Gayer having received the earliest notice of 
its completion, excited a considerable degree of jealousy in Sir 
Nicholas Waite : — the former intimated to the Court, that he 
should immediately enter on the duty of opening the new books, 
from the 22d July 1702, and that he had required the latter to 
be present, when the inventories of the Dead Stock of the 
London Company were taken ; an invitation which he refused, 
though it was his duty to comply, giving as his reason, that 
Sir John Gayer, by notifying the Union to the Governor of 
Surat (the Phirmaunds not having been obtained) had brought 
<,»n a misunderstanding, which might be prejudicial to the 
English Company’s affairs, and that he could not take any 
shave in making up the inventories of the London Company’s 
Dead Stock, as their books had not been regularly ba- 
lanced. — ^This statement he, himself, seems to have con- 
sidered as evasive, and anticipated that it would not be 
satisfactory to the Court; but asserted, that it would have 
been more decorous, and would have served the partiuclar 
interests of the two Companies better, if each of them had se- 
parately transmitted their orders to their respective Presidencies. 
On one point, only, these Presidents agreed, or that force was 
the only means which could be used, to stop the oppressions 
they were experiencing from the Mogul Government ; but Sir 

John 
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John Gayer explained, that till he should be possessed of CH AP. ni . 
means for bringing off the Company’s property and servants from 1703-4. 
Surat, force could not be employed, more particularly when 
the weak state of the fortifications at Bombay, (the garrison not 
having received any supply of recruits) was taken into con- 
sideration. 

As the season advanced, an event took place, which con- The London 

firmed the propriety of Sir John Gayer’s opinion, or the renewal H^rvanu^at 

of the Mogul’s oppressions, with increased rigour, the whole of the DutchAgeil’t* 

Europeans being imprisoned, and new Security Bonds extorted and new Se- 
curity 'loin!? 

from them, for the payment of damages done by the pirates, extorted, mi 

consequence 
after of a Mocha 

ship being 

the fleet had sailed with convoy, had run for Surat, and one of taken by 

pirate. 

them was taken by a pirate, off Swally Bar : — the Governor of 
Surat immediately seized on the brokers of the European Facto- 
ries, confined the Agents to their houses, and obliged the brokers 
of the Dutch and London English Companies, by personal vio- 
lence, to give Security Bonds, in the names of their respective 
employers, for the sum of six lacks of rupees, the estimated 
value of the captured ship and cargo. Sir Nicholas Waite, to 
ward off the blow from the English Company’s Factory, equip- 
ped one of their yachts, and, at the Governor’s desire, dis- 
patched her, on a cruise, in search of the pirates, and the Dutch 
shipping adopted the stronger measure of blockading the river 
of Surat, till their Security Bonds should be given up; but 
neither the service which the one had volunteered, nor the 
blockade of the other, could induce the Governor to release the 

Agents, 


Two of the Mocha ships, which had remained at that port 
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Death nf 
Consul Pitt; 
and repnri ot 
President Pitt 
on the sepa- 
rate interests 
of tl»e two 
Companies. 


AKNAI^ OP TBX HOKOBABU 

Agents of the London Company, or of the Dutch, from confine- 
ment' to their houses, and both were reduced to receive a daily 
allowance of provisions. 

Under such circumstances, trade was at a stand, and, of 
course, the ships of both Companies restrained from taking their 
investments on board, or proceeding to Europe. The London 
Company’s Agents reported to the Court, that they would (as 
soon as they were released) transmit their books, balanced to the 
22d‘ July 1702, and discharge their separate debts ; — and the 
English Company’s Agents stated, that they would, also, make up 
their separate accounts ; but that the payment of the debts, 
which they estimated at three lacks and a half of rupees, would 
render it impracticable for them to dispatch the Katherine to 
China, according to the Court’s orders, unless they received 
remittances from the other Presidencies. 

There does not remain any documents, on which an account 
of the state of the Company’s affairs in Persia, during this 
season, can be rested. 

The event of the death of Consul Pitt, which took place at 
Deverampaut, on the 8th May 1/03, by again rendering Fort 
St. David a dependency on Fort St. George, facilitated the 
nicasut'cs taken for adjusting the separate concerns of both 
Companies, on the Coromandel. Coast. President Pitt was 

now 

(1) — Loiter from Sir John Gayer and Council at Surat to "the Court of the London 

Company, 1st December 1703. Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council to the 

Court of Managers, and to the English Company, 24th and 25th May, l^h June, 20yi 
September, 14(h and 30th November 1703. 
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now mthout a Rival, and had an opportunity of exorcising t]btoso 
talents, and feelings of duty, for which he had been distinguished, 1703-4. 
After notifying to the Court, that the new books would be opened 
on the 22d July 1^02, he reported, that inventories of the Dead 
Stock of both Companies had been taken, though Mr. Tillard, the 
English Company’s provisional President at Masulipatum, from 
being the only surviving member of their Council at that place, 
could not attend ; — that the debts due by the London Company 
would be discharged, but that considerable difiiculty would he 
experienced in arranging the affairs of the English Company, from 
the misfortune which had happened to the ship Norris, (of the 
wreck of which no part had been recovered,) and from the late 
Consul Pitt having died much in debt ; — ^Ihat he had, however, 
offered his assistance to the servants of the English Comj)any, 
and would act for the common interest, notwifhstanding any 
insinuations which had, or might be made against his conduct j 
— iind, in particular, that the United Stock should not suffer by 
closing the separate stocks of the former two Companies. 

Having given this view of the general interests of the two 
Companies, President Pitt next described the convulsed state of 
the countries bordering on the English Settlements ; — that Doud 
Khan had marched his army near Fort St. David, but had 
removed, on receiving a j>resent of three hundred pagodas ; — 
that Mr. Gabriel Roberts had been re-appointed Governor of that 
Fort ; — that Doud Khan’s army had next threatened Madras, 
but had not actually invested it, which circumstance had induced 
the President and Council to complete the m'uUs round the Black 
voE. HI. 4 A Town, 
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< ^AP. ni . Town, the charges of which, amounting to six thousand pago« 
1703-4. d^, had been (though reluctantly) defrayed by the Native 
inhabitants ; — ^that Doud Khan’s project was to expel the Eng- 
lish from the towns round the Fort, for though the Union might 
be beneficial to the general interest of the Indian trade, it was 
a measure unintelligible to the Natives, on whom the appearance 
of force, to resist their aggressions, was the only means which 
could prevent insults and oppressions; — and, therefore, that a 
reinforcement of troops was absolutely necessary, for twelve out 
of the sixteen soldiers, who had arrived this season, were dead ; 
—-that, considering the state of the war with France, such rein- 
forcement was the more urgent, because the French garrison at 
Pondicherry was more numerous than the troops which the 
English had at Fort St. George and Fort St. David, together ; — 
and that, to enable both Forts to hold out against attacks, the 
Council at Madras had applied to the Agent at Bencoolen, to send 
them fifty Buggesses, or Javanese soldiers, with their officers, to 
do duty, for five years, at Fort St. George and Fort St. David, 
and, in return, proposed to send Topasses to do duty at 
Bencoolen. 

The separate report on the affairs of the two Companies, 
and on trade in general, stated, in so far as regarded 
the London Company, that their Factory at Musulipatam 
. had been withdrawn, and all claims on them, at that station, 
discharged ; — that the English Company’s Writers had been 
employed, at ^20 per annum each, till the expiration of 
their covenants that hopes were entertained, Indian produce 

would 
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would be cbeaper^as the competition between the two Companies chap hi. 
had ceased ; but that the prices given for European gtiods 
must be lowered, to encourage retailers to carry them ihto the ' 
country ; — and that, in future, it would be improper to send out 
gunpowder, as that article could be made at Madras, at twenty- 
five shillings per barrel, of as good quality as that sent from 
England, which cost five guineas per barrel. 

The separate report on the aflaii*s of the English Com- 
pany stated, that from the heavy loss sustained by the ship 
Norris, and from their having dispatched the Katherine 
with an investment for Europe, estimated at 195,840 rupees, 
their funds were left so low, that though the Halifax had arrived 
from China, they were unable, agreeably to the Court’s orders, 
to make up a sum sufficient to return her to China, and, there- 
fore, after taking out part of her China produce, they had sent 
her to Bengal, with the remainder, that she might proceed 
thence to Europe. 

There does not appear to have been any direct communi- — hu report 

^ on the state 

cations Ijetweeri Bencoolen and the Coast, this season ; but of trade at 

Bencoolen. 

President Pitt gave it as his opinion, that the rendering it inde- 
pendent of Fort St. George, would be attended with many 
disadvantages, as, hitherto, it had been supported, chiefly, by 
bills drawn on Madras ; — that though the Agents at Bencoolen, 
had strongly recommended establishing a station at Priaman, or 
at Trebanny, the Madras Council would not consent, without 
receiving the Court’s orders, but, in the mean time, they 

4 A 2 would 
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11 f . ^ould supply BeiiOoolen 'with rupees^ as soon si^.tbfi.j^ilveE s^mld 

1703 -4. am'v^ from Kngland, for that purpose. ^ 

lleporr, by The situation of affairs in Bengal this season, ^ nught 

uc(A ijgbt. have been expected, from the restraints under which trade had 

cn (be hlatc 

of iWKiirs in been placed, was complicated, both from the difficulty of winding 

Bengal. 

up the accounts for the three separate interests, of the London, 
English, and United Stocks, from the objections of the Native 
Powers to transfer to the United Company, the privileges the 
London Company enjoyed, and from the objections of the 
London and United Companies, to incur the risks for payments, 
to which the English Company were subjected, from not having 
a Phirm'aund. 

When the Commission arrived, the affairs of the United 
Company were placed under the direction of a Council of Eight, 
composed of the four Senior Members of each Company : — the 
office of President was suspended for one year, and the two former 
Presidents directed their attention to makeup an account, and form 
an estimate of the value of the separate Dead Stocks : — each Com- 
pany, however, were distressed, by the confinement their servants 
had experienced, and by the seizure of their effects ; but, even 
in this situation, both agreed in giving it as their opinion to the 

Court 


( I )— Letters from President Pitt and Council at Fort St. George to the Court of Mana* 
gers, and to the London Company, 18th and 25th May, 5th November 1703, 28th January 
and I2th February 1703-4.— Letter from President Pitt and Council to the Agent and 

Council at Bencoolen, 23d September 1703.— Letter from Mr. Tillard, at Masulipatam« 

Id ibe English Company, 26th May and 30th September 1703. 
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Court of Managers, that gi'ants of trade, by the Mogul Govern- chap, hi. 
nient, were temporary expedients only, and that force, alone, or 1703-4. 
•a fortification with a strong garrison, was the only means by 
which the observation of the conditions in these grants could be 
made effectual. 

It was apprehended, however, by the London Company’s 
Agents, that the United Trade would experience much difliculty, 
from the English Company having no Fhirmaund, and from their 
having come under a Bond of Security, for the payment of cus- 
toms : — ^under these circumstances, the United Council could not 
allow the English Company to use their temporary grant, but 
rather preferred bringing down the goods from Cossimbuzar, 
in the names of Native Merchants. 

Having prefaced this account of the difficulties they had 
surmounted, the United Council informed the Court, that a 
Member of Council, and two Factors of each Company, liad 
made inventories of the respective Dead Stocks of each, and that 
the general books had been balanced up to the 22d July 1702. 

It does not appear, that any obstacle was thrown in the way of 
executing this general order of the Separate Courts, and of the 
Court of Managers, by the Agents of the London Company, but 
that considerable difficulties had arisen, on the part of SirEdwaril 
Littleton, whom the Agents of the English Company described 
to be debtor to his employers, to a large amount, for sums taken 
up in his own name, and from his having been security for 
Native Merchants, to the amount of 174,000 rupees. 


When. 
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Separate re- 
ports of the 
servants of 
the London 
and English 
Companies, 
on this sub- 
ject. 


AKNAIiS CMP THE fiONORABUS 

When the United Council began to act, difficulties 
occurred, respecting the rank which each member was to 
hold, as some of those nominated by the London Com- 
pany were dead; the moderation, however, of the English 
Company’s servants (Mr. Beard and Sir Edward Littleton being 
out of the question) induced them to cede the rank to the ser- 
vants of the London Company, to prevent, as they expressed it, 
any disputes occurring at the commencement of the United 
Trade.” 

This moderation left Mr. Beard and Sir Edward Littleton 
free to discharge the respective duties which had been assigned 
to them. At the close of the year, the servants of the English 
Company, and their effects, were placed in secui'ity at Calcutta, 
and in Fort William, and all the Dead Stock of both Companies 
put under the administration of the United Council, who assured 
the Court of Managers, they would insist with the Native Powers, 
to conform to the ancient privileges of trade, which the London 
Company had acquired, and to allow them, in their fullest extent, 
to the United Trade. 

The separate reports, however, which each conveyed to 
their former constituents, were at variance : the London Com- 
pany’s servants, in general, stated, that there would be funds 
sufficient to discharge their debts, while those of the English 
Company represented the Ixjndon Company to be indebted, in 
Bengal, to a greater amount than their stock could discharge : 
——the Agents of the English Company, on the contrary, re- 
presented 
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presented their funds to be sufficient to defray their debts, in chap.ih . 
less than two years, and that there would remain a surplus, 1703-4 
both of money and goods; but, at the same time admitted, 
that if the debts and securities, incurred by Sir Edward Littleton, 
should be discharged from the separate fund of the English 
Company, the liquidation of the debt would be more distant, 
and less practicable. The representations of the servants of 
both Companies, on this subject, go to fix a charge of mis- 
management against Sir Edward Littleton, from his unjusti- 
fiable proceedings with the other European Companies ; giving, 
as an instance, his having granted passes to an Acheen vessel, 
belonging to a Dutchman and an Armenian, after Mr. Beard 
had refused them ; an<l, in fact, that his conduct would be 
an obstruction to the speedy settlement of the United Trade. 

The information respecting the general state of trade, this Trade, ar 

• 1 1* • • f 1 • 1 • this juncture, 

season, i« extremely limited, proving only the difficulty of embarrassed 

by the ap- 

making up investments, by the continued exactions of the pcarance* of 

a civil war, 

Duan, who had made a demand of fifteen thousand rupees from 
each of the English Companies, for liberty of trade, and 
who either could not, or would not, understand the novelty 
of their being united, and forming only one Company ; from 
which it was inferred, that the fortifications at Fort William 
must be enlarged and completed, and that Ji garrison of at 
least one hundred Europeans, with proper officers, would 
be required for its defence, for which an annual supply of fifteen 
or twenty recruits would be necessary ; — that the revenues, how- 
ever. 





Ui 

esrer/weii^^ytttiiy 19^ 'it aliorT^ifi;^ 
lif03‘>«4< equal to the charges of the establishment. - 

‘ ; Th# gQverrtment of the cduntry Was, at the Satne time, 
eKfkeoieiy • shifting : — the great age of the Mogul was daily 
inereainttg the appearances of a civil war, which necessarily 
afiected the Company’s trade, because their Agents could not 
send their treasure to be coined at the King’s mints, as it might 
be seized, either before, or after the coinage. 

The United Council, therefore, while they requested new 
stock, to enable them to purchase goods for the investment, to 
r^ain in safety at the Fort, till the arrival of the ships, desired 
that neither woollens, glass-ware, nor looking-glasses, might 
be sent, those articles havings from the quantity exported last 
season, become unsaleable.^’) 

Rqjorf on It is only from the reports of the English Company’s 

the State of 

trade at Bor- Agents in BoKNEo, and in China, that the knowledge of the 

iieo, Pulo , • . • • 

Coiidore, state of the English interests, embarked in the trade of either, 

Cluisan, and 

Amoy. can be collected ; and, indeed, as the London Company had 
hitherto made voyages of experiment, only, and committed the 
management of them to Supercargoes, without attempting 
Factories, the English Company’s transactions afford the sole 

evidence 


(l)^«-I.clterji from the President and Council, and the United Council at Calcutta, fa 
the epurt of the London Company, and to the Court of Managers, 18th November, 

15th December 1703, aud 20th January 1703-4. Letteis from the President and 

Council, and United Council, to the Court of the English Company, and to the Court 
of Managers, llth December 1703, lOth and 14th January 1703-4. 
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iBidenoe of the degree ia which the trade to Chiaa wa», at this <^af. up 
time, practicable. 1703-4. 

At BANJAR-MASs^iiir, in Borneo, it would appear, that 
trade might have been rendered profitable, if the security of a 
fortification, and an adequate garrison could have been afforded ; 
for, without both, neither the pepper which might be collected, 
could be kept in store, nor a stop put to the projects of the 
!Dutch, who, by means of the Chinese and Maccassarsj were 
engrossing the greatest part of it*. 

The Agent at this station, therefore, represented, that 
much caution must be observed in erecting the Fort, or in in- 
troducing soldiers to form the garrison, for should the Natives 
discover, that force was intended to be employed against 
them, they would immediately take up arms j — that the esta- 
blishment of a Fort, however,, would be acceptable, both to 
the Chinese and Javanese merchants, because it would afibrd 
protection to their trade and shipping; — should the Court 
resolve to build a Fort, supplies of stores of every kind must 
be sent ^Mr. Landen having left the place quite destitute^, as • 
well as soldiers, and an officer to command the garrison ; — the 
trade, however, must, both in point of stock and regulations, be 
new modeled ; — the stock must be considerable, and the trade 
exclusive, for if private stock ships should come out, prices 
would be raised, and common dollars would not be accepted by 
the Native merchants Indian produce, . also, must be sent on 
the Company’s account, only, and not on that of their individual 
servants in India; the market for opium, for instance, having, 

4 B this 
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this year, befeh totally engtosised, and a sufficient quantity in 
1703-4. store for twelve, months, brought by a vessel which had arrived, 
under Sir EdVvUrd Littleton’s pass, from Bengal. 

'i'he trade in China, and the state of the Compkny’s 
af&irs at Pulo Condobe, this season, exhibited, only, un- 
availing efforts to obtain grants, at Chusan and Amoy ; President 
Catchpoole’s opinion, therefore, was, that the fortifying of 
this Island, and sending one hundred Europeans as a garrisOn 
to it, would render it impregnable to the Chinese, and a station 
from which reprisals could be made on their shipping and trade; 
for observation had proved this to be ' the only expedient for 
obtaining a profitable share in the China markets Mr. Catch- 
potde repeated his recommendation of Pulo Condore, for this pur- 
pose, from its being cool and healthy, and situated at the entrance 
of the Bay of Siam, and near the “ Cambojiar and Chiampa 
shores,” on the Coast of Cochin-China ; — that, hitherto, he had 
erected only a fortification of timber, filled up with sand, and faced 
with bricks, aUd that no farther pre^ess could be made, till a 
proportion of artificers, particularly bricklayers, could be sent from 
England ; — and that, for the next season, all ships intended for 
the China trade, should be Ordeiifed to stop at Pulo Condore, which 
would give notice to the Chinese merchants, that their trade 
with the English Was to centre in that Island, for which a grant, 
fi'Om the King of Cochin-China, had btJrti obtained. 

TIjc report on the Company’s trade at CttnSAN, at Which 
port President Catchpoole arrived, on the 19th August 1703, in 
Substance was, that though he found the Factory safe, the 

Agent 
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Agent left there, had only been able to obtain a small quantity 
of goods; — ^that, on his coming on shore, and attempting pur- 1703-4. 
chases, he had been confined to the Factory, and compelled to 
make a contract with the Chinese merchants, on their own 
terms ; — ^that the articles, however, though dear, had been 
regularly delivered, and of good quality, and, therefore, that 
he would, in future, desist from bringing a ship to Chusan, 
an^ rather try what coqld be done, by opening a trade between 
China and Pulo Condore ; — and that he should be obliged to leave 
above ten thousand tales, of the Company’s effects, at Chusan, 

Hrhich, if not remitted to Pulo Condore, would oblige him to 
^ake reprisals on the Chinese junks ; meantime, that he had 
dispatched the Company’s ships, with full and rich cargoes, 
for England. 

The report from Aijioy stated, that Anqua, the Chinese 
merchant, had left the Supercargoes without payment, and 
that they were preparing to remove to Pulo Condore, by the 
$r§t opportunity; — that one of the Factors would proceed 
on the vessel which they were about to dispatch for England, 
and the other would go to Pulo Condore, and return in 
the following year to Amoy, to try what could be done, for the 
recovery of the debts due to the Company at that port.O 

4B 2 

( I )— Letter from the Agent and Council at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, to the Court of 
Directors of the English Company, 23d December 1703, 24th February, and 23d March 
1703*4»t"~~ Letters from President Catcbpoole and Council to the Court of Directors of 
tlie English Company, from Pulo Condore ^nd Chusan, and from the Factors at Amoy, 

8 th July, 2 d and 22d Noyeniber 1703/ 13th December 1703, and 19 th January 1703 ' 4 . 
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c ^ P. III. The events, under the administration of the Court of Ma 

1704-5. nagers, as well as those which regarded the winding up of the 

General or- ,■■■,, ■ ■ /. . . • . i • 

ders of the Separate interests of the two Companies, were, in this season, 

nagers, and ffew, and directed entirely to the bringing back the foreign 

separate or- " • • • 

dels of the administration of their affairs, to the same system which was 

two Compa- ^ ^ ,, 

Dies. observed, previously to tlie rise of the opposing interests of the 

two Companies. 

It appears from their records, that the Directors of the 
English Company, who had been incorporated into a Court,., 
with the Committees of the London Company, gave way, in 
all the general instructions which were framed, to the better 
knowledge and experience of their former opponents, but now 
colleagues. 

In this season, therefore, it only occurs in the general 
orders, on the one hand, that the most decided approbation 
was given to Sir John Gayer, and his Council, for. the 
' resolution and zeal in the Company’s service, which they , 

had manifested, during the barbarous oppressions they had 
experienced from the Mogul and his Officers, and, on the other 
hand, the most marked disapprobation of Sir Nicholas Waite’s 
conduct, for having refused to glVe his assistance to Sir John 

Gayer^ 
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■Gayer, and the London Company’s servants, during their inipri- chap. itt. 
sonmeut at Surat, with the most positive orders to him, not only 1704-5. 
to afford them his assistance, but, in future, to lay aside all 
animosity and personal resentment. 

The Court of Directors of the English Company, also, ex- 
pressed their marked censure of Sir Nicholas Waite, for having 
refused to assist in taking the inventory of the Dead Stock of both 
Companies ; but suspended giving any decisive judgement on his 
conduct, or on that of their other servants at Surat, till they 
should have the whole subject more fully before them. It was, 
in the mean time, ordered, that the separate account of the 
English Company, at Surat, and at its dependencies, should be 
made up with all possible dispatch. 

The Court of the London Company separately explained to 
Sir John Gayer, that the existing war in Europe, alone, prevented 
their obtaining men of war to clear the Indian Seas of the 
pirates, or sending a supply of soldiers for the giU’rison of 
Bombay, but that they would employ every effort, when peace 
should be restored, not only to render that garrison respectable, 
but to equip armed ships to clear the seas, and ** to root otd 
that neat of pirates, the Muscat Arabs." O 

The Court, after giving similar information to the Agents in Mr. Preteott 

. ' . appointed 

Peksia, with that which had been transmitted to their respective Agent in Per- 
sia, under 

Presidencies, on the subject of the Union, and the conduct particular in- 

structions. 

to 


( 1 )— Letters from the Court of the London Company to Sir John Gayer and Council 
at Surat and Bombay, 3d and 12th January 1704-5.— Letters from the Court of the 
English Company to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at SuraL 18th January 1704-5. 
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CHAP. HI . to be observed by their savants tpwai^s eapb o|liei]» informed 

1^04-5. tbeni^ that the London Compsu)y*$ revenue at Gombroon, of one 
thousand tomands per annum, had, by the Act of Union* been 
transferred to theUnited Company; — that the evasions of payment^ 
by the Persian Government, had induced the Court of Managers 
^ apply fo the Queen* requesting Her Majesty to address a 
letter to the King of Persia, desiring the trade might be settled 
on its micient basis, and the arrears of customs paid up :'~-that 
Mr. Prescott was appointed by the Court, to be Chief at Ispahan, 
and was to be the bearer of the Queen’s letter, and of the presents, 
from the United East-India Company, to the King of Persia 
Mr. Owen was nominated to be next in Council to Mr. Pr^" 
cott, and to remain Chief at Gombroon. In disposing of 
the remains of goods, all cloths which would not sell in 
Persia, were to be re>shipped, and sent for sale to Bombay or 
Surat. 

instructions It is probable, that the event of the death of Consul Pitt, 

Pitt, to make and the revocation of the Consular powers, assumed by his sue- 

up the sepa- ^ ^ ^ ^ 

rate accounts cessor, Mr. Tillard, facititated the execution of the Court’s 

of the two 

Companies. prderSy fpr fiiaking up the separate accounts of the two Gompa'* 
nies, as well as the managenrent of the United Trade on the 
Coast of Couomamdei., because it restenred Fort St. David to 
be a dependency on Fort $t. George, and prepared the Agents 

of 

(1)— Letter from the Court of t^ Loudoa Copipapy to tbp ^od Coimcil in 

P«r»ia, 3d January I7Q4«a. 
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of the English Compatiy to assist Mr. Eraser anti Mr. Wright, 
who had been empowered, in eonjunctioh with Mr. Tillard, net 
only to mcamine the accounts at Masulipatain and Madapollaiu, 
but the separate accounts of the late Consul Pitt, and. to pay 
off all debts due by the English Company : — To I'emove any 
claims by his assigns, the Court had paid a bill for 19,500 
pagodas, for diamonds purchased by him. 

Having thus paved the way for the arrangement of their 
affairs, the Court directed President Pitt, and his Council, at Fort 
St. Greorge, to engage the remainder of the English Company’s 
servants (]who did not exceed six or seven in number} in the 
United Service, and to give them rank according to their stand- 
ing in India. 

On the London Company’s separate account, the Court 
expressed their satisfaction, that the books had been completed> 
and directed that the surplus of Quick Stock should be invested 
in saltpetre, and every assistance in their powar afforded to their 
servants in China, for recovering the debt due to the Company 
by Anqua ; to raise what money might be necessary, on the 
separate account of the English Company, to pay all debts, and 
clear accounts at Masulipatam and Madapollaiu, and to oflfcr 
to the Natives, a proportion of the value of what they might 
recover, fi'Om the wreck of the ship Norris. 

When 

from the Court of the London Company to President Pitt and Council at 

Fort St. George, 12th and igih January 1704-5. Letters fiotn the Court of the 

English Company to the President and Council at Fort St, George, and the Agents at 
Masulipatam, 18 th January 1704-5, 
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1704-5. 

Order! to the 
Agent at 
Bencoolen to 
tnAe up the 
aeparate ac- 
count of the 
London 
Coropanj. 


Commission' 
ers to be sent 
to Bengal, to 
report on the 
conduct of 
the Presi- 
dents of both 
Companies. 


When the transfer was made of the Settlement ' 
cooi:.BN, in- the Mand of Sumatra, in the season 1702-3, by 
the London to the United Company, this station was made 
independent, of Fort St. George ? which President Pitt sub^ 
sequently represented had occasioned die inconveniency of hk 
not having been able to control their proceedings, while they 
were drawing for large sums on the Presidency, to defray their 
expences, and to make purchases of pepperj to fill up* their 
exports to England. 

Though this independence of Bencoolen was not revoked, 
in the season we are reviewing, the Agents were blamed, 
for not having made up, and transmitted their accounts of Quick 
Stock, or returns of the amount of peppe^* in store, as . it 
appeared^ that besides the large stock sent for the invest- 
ment in this article, they had drawn bills on Fort St. George 
to the amount of sixteen thousand dollars ; the orders, there- 
fore, were repeated, that the account.s should be speedily 
made up, and encouragement granted to the Chinese to settle 
at the Company’s stations, on the Island of Suniatra/'> 

If the Court of, Managers were dissatisfied with the state 
of the United and Separate Stocks, in the preceding season, the 
information they had received, in this year, by affording them 
evidence of the improper proceedings of the late Presidents in 
Bengal, induced them to adopt the strong measure of em- 
powering 


(i)-i .etter from the Court of the London Company to the Agent and Conncil at 
Bencoolen^ 3d January 1704-5. 
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powe^i]^ tyro of .their servants, at Fort St. George, to pnocfted to 
iBengu], . and examine the state of tlieir separate accounts 
and debts, and report their progress to President Pitt and 
the Council at Fort St. George : — ^these Commissioners were 
authorized to enter on a general examination of all accounts 
and commercial transactions, which had taken pkice in Bengal, 
since the year 1698, and to transmit the result, one cojiy to 
Fort St. George, and another to the Court, that the sum which 
really constituted the debts of the London Company might be 
ascertained, and liquidation of them effected ; for which purpose. 
President Pitt was empowered to borrow money at interest, 
and to draw bills on the Court, for the discharge of this debt, 
and, as far as the liquidation of the debts of the London Com- 
pany was concerned. President Pitt, or the persons he might 
appoint, were to proceed to Bengal, and exercise controlling- 
powers ; it being the opinion of the Court, that the debts could 
not be considerable, from the very small investments of Bengal 
goods which had been recently sent to England. 

The orders, respecting the separate debts of the English 
Company, were not less precise ; but the conduct of their Council 
waa condemned in strong terms, for having permitted Sir 
Edward Littleton to run in debt, to the Company, to so great 
an amount as he had done ; — farther, to mark their displeasure 
at his proceedings, he was dismissed the service, and an 
order issued to compel him to pay those debts at Calcutta, or 
to give an obligation to discharge them in England, and, as :i 
public mark of their displeasure, the Court formally revoked 
vojL. III. 4 C the 
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CHAP III 


1704-5. 


The China 
trade nar- 
rowed, and 
Factory at 
PuloCondore 
to be with- 
drawn. 


the commission by which he had been appointed President in* 
Bengal : — the Council, also, were blamed for having made up 
their books in the most incorrect manner, and for purposes 
apparently fraudulent, by entering large sums, on the Company’s 
account, under feigned names. 

The Court of Managers, on reviewing the whole of the- 
proceedings of President Catchpoole and the Supercargoes, 
at the difterent ports in China, particularly the oppressions they 
had experienced at Chusan, determined, to use their own 
words, “ as being weary of the trade,” not to send out any 
ship, or Supercargoes, to that port, this season ; and to dispatch 
only the ship Toddington, to Amoy, to endeavour to recover the 
debt due to the Company, at that port, by Anqua, the Chinese 
merchant, and to vest the amount, (whatever it might be,)- 
in such goods as were suited to the Madras or English 
markets ; specifying that Teas should have the preference, and, 
at all events, not to include China-ware in the assortment. 

As the Island of Pulo Condork could only be made a 
station to which Chinese goods could be brought by junks, 
and could not furnish, in itself, any produce, being only, 
according to President Catchpoole’s report, an intermediate 

station 


(1) — Letters from the Court of the London Compiny to the President and Council at 

Calcutta, 3d and 19th January 1704-5. Letters from the Court of the English Company 

to the President and Members of Council at Hughly and Calcutta, I81I1 January 1704-5.—— 
Letters from the Court of the English Company to the Prewdent and Council at Fort St, 
George, jgth Janunry 1704-5. 
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{Station for China prodnce, the Court ordered that this Settlement chap, hi, 
should be withdrawn, and the guns, stores, and English settlers, 1704-5. 
sent to Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, at which port, a strong 
fortification was to be erected, and the garrison made up from 
such of the Company’s military servants as might arrive from 
Pulo Condore, or who might be already at Banjar-Massin : — 

This station was, in future, to be a Presidency, and Mr. Catch- 
poole, and a Council, appointed to manage it.<'> 


If evidence had been Avanting of the im])olicy of estaldish- Trencherous 

conduct of 

inff two rival English Companies, the events at the Presidency Nicholas 

® ° •' Waile,iiJcon. 

of Surat, in the season 1704-5, fully demonstrated this fact : sequenct- of 

his provision*- 

— ^After the Union had taken place in England, Avhich did away •'’ppoint- 

opposition between the two Companies, the interpretations put 

on the instructions of the Court of Managers, by Sir Nicholas Cayer con- 

° tinuc in pn- 

Waite, discovered, that, instead of obeying them, in their spirit of 
conciliation, he employed them as a foundation for continuing 
opposition and animosity, between the seiwants of the two 
Companies, when it Avas the duty of each to have laid them 
aside, and to bring the trade to the simple form in Avhicli 

4 C 2 it 


( 1 ) — Letters from the Court of the English Company to President Catchpoole and 
Council, at Chusan and Pulo Condore, 18th January 1704-5. 
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CHAP. III. it had been carried on, during the period of the London 

1704-5. Company. 

When these instructions were framed, the Court of Mana- 
gers were informed of the imprisonment of Sir John Gayer, 
whose zeal had led him from Bombay to Surat, where, 
for three years, he had resisted the demands of the 
Governor, for compensation to be paid, for losses which 
the Native merchants pretended they had sustained, from the 
depredations of the pirates ; it, therefore, was provided, that 
should Sir John Gayer remain a prisoner at Surat, when the 
instructions arrived, or for three months subsequently to that 
period, then Sir Nicholas Waite, instead of being President at 
Surat, should act as General, provisionally, and employ his 
utmost effi)rts for the release of Sir John Gayer, and for re- 
covering the Security-Bonds, extorted formerly from President 
Aniiesley. This ill-judged clause in the instructions offered a 
temptation to Sir Nicholas Waite, which neither his disposition, 
nor his habits, could resist. On this occasion, his conduct afforded 
an example of the misfortune, both to the United Trade, and 
to the separate concerns of the two Companies, of having 
entrusted (after so fully approving of the measures of Sir John 
Gayer) a provisional power with a person, whose violence and 
ambition, they already knew, had contributed to the failure of 
Sir William Norris’.s Embassy. 

Sir Joii" The Governor of Surat, on this occasion, after having seen 

Gayter, and ^ ^ 

Uic i^mnion the animosity between the Agents of the two Companies, began 

servants, fo doubt wliicli of them was the real representative of the English 

closely im- ^ 

Nation, 
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Nation, and whether Sir John Gayer, or Sir Nicholas Waite, cha p, m. 

was the chief officer of the United Company, and therefore 1704-5. 

demanded evidence of the fact from both. the Governor 

, _ . of Surat, from 

Sir John Gayer, on this emergency, requested Sir Nicholas the niisrepre- 

^ sentations of 

Waite to send an Agent from the Englisli Company, to meet one Sir Nicholas 

Waite. 

from the London Company, that they might together wait on 
the Governor, and state to him, that Sir Jolm Gayer was 
the General of the United Company : — instead of complying 
with this reasonable proposition, Sir Nicholas Waite not only 
refused to accede to it, but sent an evasive answer, that he 
would wait on the Governor separately ; — he accordingly sent 
Rustum, his broker, privately to the Governor, to insinuate 
that Sir John Gayer had hecn displaced, that he, liimsclf, 
was the General, and that Sir John Gayer must be confined. 


and a proper guard placed over the London Company’s Factory, 
if the Mogul Government intended to recover the money for the 
damages done by the pirates, amounting to eighty lacks of 
rupees ; — and, at the same time, seconded this iniquitous pro- 
ceeding, by sending him a bribe of twenty-seven thousand 


rupees. 

The Governor, on the presumption tliat this was the real 
state of the case, asked Mr. Bonnell, and another Member of 
the English Company’s Council, whether, if Sir John Gayer 
should be allowed to go to Bombay (as he was no longer 
General) the English Company would become bound for the 
debts due by the London Company : — Sir Nicholas Waite, in 
this dilemma, was satisfied, that if he came under the obliga- 
tion. 
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CHAP. Ill , tion, it would be disavowed by the Court of Managers, and if 
1704-5. he refused it, he would expose Sir John Gayer to still farther 
hardships, and act in defiance of the positive orders which he 
had received, to contribute to his liberation ; but he prefenod 
the expedient of refusing to become bound for the debts of the 
London Company, and left their General to his fate ; — the 
immediate consequence was, that Sir John Gayer, and the Lon- 
don Company’s servants, were kept in more close confinement, 
irance'of Deputy Governor of Bombay (who 

Hidand^^ami London Company’s servants) and Commodore 

the Deputy jjai land, who commanded the men of war, on hearing of this 
Bombay, on uot onjy remonstrated, but addressed letters to the 

Governor of Surat, assuring him that Sir John Gayer was, 
in fact, the General of the United Company in India, and that 
the reports of Rustum, and of Sir Nicholas Waite, were not 
only in opposition to the orders which had been received from 
the Court of Managers, but absolutely fiilsc, and, therefore, 
demanded that Sir John Gayer might be released. 

Alarmed at this intelligence, and afraid lest the ships of 
war might act offensively, the Governor required, from Sir 
Nicholas Waite, a Bond of Security, that he would immediately 
proceed to Bombay, and, in the event of any of the Surat ships 
being taken, deliver them up. On receiving this Bond, the 
Governor answered Mr. Burniston and Commodore Harland, 
that Sir John Gayer must be kept in close confinement, either 
till all the debts dciuaiulcd from the London Company should be 
])aid, or till the Mogul’s pleasure should be known. 


Sir 
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Sir Nicholas Waite, by this conduct, was obliged either to 
act against orders from home, or to incur the risk of the Queen’s irt^4-5. 

Evasive Rc- 

ships commencing hostilities against the Surat merchants, and port oC Sir 

Nicholas 

had recourse to an artifice, to escape from the consequences of Waiie to the 

Court,on this 

these dishonorable proceedings. He represented to the Court, that subject. 

Sir John Gayer’s own rashness, in informing the Governor of 
the appointment of the Court of Managers, bad been the source 
of all his calamities, for had he concealed Ibis circumstance, 
the separate interests of the two Companies might have been 
adjusted, and himself released ; but having divulged it, it was 
impossible to carry on trade, till the debts incurred by the London 
Company should be paid, and all claims on them, since Sir John 
Child’s war, discharged, which were estimated, by the Surat mer- 
chants, at the enormous sum of one hundred and forty lacks : — 
he, also, represented to Commodore Harland, that Sir John Gayer 
could not act as General, till he was released from his im- 
prisonment ; and as the three months had expired, that he (Sir 
Nicholas Waite) was, in fact, the General of the United Com- 
pany, and, therefore, protested against any hostilities, by the 
ships of war, a^inst the Mogul subjects. It was under these 
circumstances, that an order came from the Mogul to the 
Governor of Surat, directing that Sir John Gayer, and all 
the London Company’s servants, should be more closely con- 
fined. 

Sir John Gayer, on this occasion, addressed the Court of 
Managers, to use some effectual means for his deliverance, s<ich 
as the Dutch, who had blockaded the port, had done, for the 

release 



568 ANKAIiS OF THE HONOBABE:!^ 

CHAP. HI . release of their servants, because every effi>rt he could make 
1704- 5 . would prove inefiectual ; for whatever bribe he might offer to 
the Governor would be counteracted by a still greater bribe, 
from Sir Nicholas Waite, to continue him in prison. 

Sir Nicholas It has already been mentioned, that Sir Nicholas Waite had 

Waite takcg , i i* • /• 

posgeRsion of givcH HQ obligation to tlic Govcnior of Surat, to proceed to 

Bombay, and 

appoint, Mr. Bombay, and to liberate any Surat vessels which might be 

Aislabie De- 

puiy Cover- detained, or taken by the Queen’s ships ; and, for this purpose, 

nor, 

he, at this period, applied to Commodore Harland for a passage : 
— this officer, indignant at his conduct, refused the request, 
which obliged him to go by Bussein, and thence pass, by a 
country vessel, to Bombay, where he arrived in the month of 
November 1704. The Deputy Governor, Mr. Burniston, hav- 
ing died, at this crisis. Sir Nicholas Waite had an opportunity of 
modelling the Council as he chose, and of giving a specious 
account of his services to the Court of Managers. In this 
report, in.stead of entering on the subject of having fuliilled 
their orders, for settling the separate and united interests, or of 
having contributed to the release of Sir John Gayer, from a 
three years’ confiuement, he described the miserable situation in 
which he had found Boiubay, and the plans he had adopted for 
restoring respectability to this seat of the Company’s power and 
trade, on the West of India ; — that he had appointed Mr. 
Aislabie to be Deputy Governor, who had also undertaken the 
duty of a justice of peace in the Island ; — that he had. chosen a 
Council, to assist him in carrying his orders, for encreasing 
the revenues, into effect ; — ^that he had been obliged to reside in 

the 
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the castle, tin the town should be put in a state of defence, by chap iu. 
building a wall round it, and till vessels could be purchased, 

constructed, to defend the harbour against the petty pirates ; 

and that, to save expences, he had postponed appointing a Presi- 
dent at Surat, till he should receive orders from Cngland, but 
had nominated Rustum to be broker for the United Trade. 

On the trade to Persia, Sir 'Nicholas Waite reported^ —his Report 
that on hearing of the death of Mr. Owen, the Agent, he had of tSe i‘f“ 
appointed Mr. Lock to be Chief at Ispahan, Mr. Lee to be Second, the”' Malabo 
and Mr. Crowe to be Agent at Gombroon, and had dispatched ' 
the Josiah and the Abingdon to Surat, with a cargo estimated at 
^21,631, to purch^e indigo and doth ; and ordered the Abing- 
don, while this investment was preparing, to go to Mocha, with a 
stock of forty thousand rupees, for coffee and other goods, and 
thence return to fill up at Surat : — he farther reported, that he 
had appointed Mr. Wynch to proceed to Calicut, and Mr. Mild- 
may to Carwar, to provide an investment in pepper; and, 
notwithstanding Commodore Harland’s conduct, that he would 
supply that officer with money, on his letters of credit, and 
would take particular care not to intermix (as Sir John Gayer 
had done) these advances with his own private accounts, bu* 
would not reimburse Sir John Gayer the money which he had 
advanced to the commander of the Queen’s ships. 

Having given this insidious representation of the state of —hii Report 

, , ou the inter- 

affairs at Bombay, Sir Nicholas Waite concluded his report to nal state of 

* Bombay. 

the Court of Managers, with stating, that he had estimated the 
Dead Stock of the Lbndon Company, at Bombay, at 1,334,154 

4 D xeraphins 


VOL. lu. 



AKNAJ^, Of THS HONOBAB£.£ 


5^0 


chap. Ill , xeraphins j — that it would promote the general interest^ to 
1794 -$.’ declare Bombay a free port, for five or seven years ; — that he 
had sent to Sir John Gayer, and the Council of the London 
Company at Surat, the balance of their Dead Stock, amounting 
to . 67,177 rupees, due by the United Stock to the London Com- 
pany, on the 22d July 1702 ; and that, in future, a Factor, or 
two, and a few Writers, would be perfectly sufficient for the 
management of the United Trade at Surat, as Bombay must be 
made the centre of their power and trade. For this purpose, 
he recommended that the garrison should consist of two hundred 
European soldiers, and fifty gunners, formed into three compa- 
nies; and as only two of the London Company’s servants had 
accepted offices in the United Service, a supply of Factors must 
be sent, to become Chiefs at the subordinate Settlements ; — that 
though, as yet, reformation had been partial, he had let the 
tobacco farm, for the year 1705, at 26,500 xeraphins, which 
was two thousand more than it had yielded in the preceding 
year, and the arrack farm at five thousand xeraphins ; — and that 
it was finally for the Court to declare, whether they would 
acquiesce in the exorbitant demand made by the Portuguese for 
customs, or whether, if possessed of sufficient force, it would 
be their pleasure that he should resist the payment of their 
demands. 


The Dutch, While these mixed transactions were pressing equally on 

ing Surat, ob- the funds and trade of the London,, and of tlie English Com- 


tain n promise 
of relfrisie 
from the Se- 
4 m It)' Bonds. 


panics, and obstructing the establishment of the United 
Company’s trade, the more vigorous measures of the Dutch 


produced 
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produced the effect of recovering from the Mogul the Security chap. iit. 
Bonds, which had been a subject, for so many years, of re- 1/04-5. 
monstrance, and of suffering, to Sir John Gayer and the London 
Company’s servants. It was not, however, expected, that the 
Bonds would be delivered up, till a bribe should be paid to the 
Governor of Surat, by the respective nations from whom they 
had been extorted ; but the Dutch, instead of giving the 
bribe, retired from Surat to Swally, off which their ships 
were at anchor, and demanded a compensation of two millions 
of rupees, for the sums which had been extorted from their 
Agents, or to receive eight lacks of rupees, and be permitted 
to fix .a Settlement at “ Roan,” near Surat, to he liable, in 
future, only to two and a half per ''cent, customs, and to have a 
Phirmaund for a free trade. The Governor of Surat offered to 
to pay eight lacks of rupees, and promised to prdbure the 
Phirmaund j but the business remained in this state, at the 
close of the season, and the Dutch continued the blockade of 
the river, till their demands should be grauted. 

Sir Nicholas Waite (for Sir John Gayer still remained in The Quecn i 
confinement) having no force to blockade the river, could only Engianr "* 
obtain a promise from the Governor to deliver up the Security 
Bonds, and to use his influence to obtain a new Phirmaund. 
Commodore Harland, finding that he could neither effect the 
deliverance of Sir John Gayer, nor act with Sir Nicholas 
Waite, in conformity to his instructions, sailed with the squa- 
dron for England, on the 29th January 1/04-5, having, on 

4 D 2 account 



572 

CHAP. III. 

itSus. 


Agent I.ock*« 
report on the 
trade in Per- 
sia. 


ANNAJLS OF THB HOKOBABLB 

account of the sickly state of his epevrs, been obligi^ to impress 
sixty men from the Island of Bombay. 

In tins state of affeirs, the commercial transactions of the 
Company were necessarily obstructed ; for there is no account 
given of the investments, except that the ship Katherine had 
been dispatched from Surat to China, in the early part of the 
s^on, with a cargo estimated at two lacks of rupees.^) 

It has already been noticed, that Sir Nicholas ^Vaite, on his 
arrival at Bombay, on hearing of the death of Mr. Owen, had 
appointed Mr. Lock to be Chief Agent for the United Trade, in 
Persia : — ^Mr. Lock, on his arrival, formed a Council from the 
London Company’s servants. His report, in substance, was, 
that the customs of GombroOn were five years in arrear ; — ^that 
this circumstance arose from the Persians having observed the 
Mogul Governors obstructing the Bnglish trade, and the 
Muscat Arabs making prizes of some of their ships; — and 
concluded, that till some strong measure could be adopted to 
prevent those evils, the English character, in point of power 
and resources, must decline ; — should hostilities be resolved 
on, they ought to be preceded by a letter from the Queen, to the 

King 


(1)— Letter from Sir John Gayer and Council, at Surat, to the Court of Managers and to 
the Court of the London Company, 29th May, 1 5th October, 30th November 1 704, and 24th 

January 1 704-5. Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, and subsequently 

at Bombay, to the Court of Managers, and the Court of the English Company, 1 6th April, 
3ist May, 23d June, 28lh July, 30th November, 30tb December J704, 25th January, Ist 
and 24th February, 5th and t6th March 1704-5, 29th and 31st March, and 5th April 1705. 
— " Letters from Mr, Burniston, Deputy Governor of Bombay, and Commodore Harland, to 
tbe Governor of Suraty 23d June 17<M. 
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King of Persia, requiring tlie observation of the Company's chap.iil 
privileges, and protection to the trade of her subjects :-i-this 17 ^^- 5. 
measure was the more urgent, from the advantages which the 
Dutch had lately obtained in the Persian trade ; for since the 
existence of the competition, between the London and English 
Companies, the Dutch Factory had not only been enlarged, and 
rendered nearly as strong as a fortification, but the English 
Factory had become old, and needed repairs, and, by its ap- 
pearance, could not but impress the Persian Government, 
and merchants, with the opinion, that the English did not intend 
to revive, or to cncrcase their commerce, either at Ispahan, or at 
the Persian ports. In the expectation of instructions, the Agent 
had opened the books of the United Trade, into which all 
transactions should be carried, subsequently to the 22d July 

1702.0) 

In the contrast between the various events which had occurred Presi<ient 

Pitt’s report 

at Surat, from the intemperate ambition and destructive pro- '*’« "'•'“lo 
jects of Sir Nicholas Waite, and the regular and cfiectual niandtlCoaM. 
measures for promoting the trade of the United Stock, and the 
separate interests, on the Coromandel Coast, may be discovered, 
not only the necessity of the Union, but the advantages derived 
from the able and decided conduct of President Pitt. 

The report of President Pitt, on the trade of the 
CoROMANDEX. CoAST, Opened with reprobating, in the strongest 
language, the conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite, and then pro- 
ceeded 

(1)— Letter from the Agent and Council in Persia to the Court of Managers, 30tli 
April 1703. 
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ceeded to state, that Fort Sf. George and Fort St. David had 
1704-5. been menaced, by^ requisitions of presents, backed by appear- 
ances, in the field, of nunierous Native forces ; and that a large 
supply of soldiers was particularly required at Fort St. David, 
because the walls having been extended round Cuddalore, ah 
efficient garrison was necessary to protect the Native merchants 
resorting to the place : — presents, also, to a certain amount, 
must be given to the officers, in the vicinity of the different 
stations, on their accession to office, particularly at Vizaga- 
patam, where a bribe had been paid to the new Nabob, of 3,790 
rupees. 

The trade, notwithstanding the loss of the Company’s ship 
Neptune, in June 1704, off Cape Comorin, (from the wreck of 
which the Natives had carried off thirty chests of treasure) had, 
on the whole, improved, by the removal of competition, which 
had lowered the price of goods, above twelve per cent ; — one 
contract had been made at Fort St. George, for cloth, to the 
extent of a lack of pagodas, and another at Fort St. David, 
to nearly the same amount ; and, it was hoped, that the in- 
vestment would, this year, both in reduced prices, and in 
quality of goods, yield a large profit in England. The Pre- 
sident concluded this report with stating, that the revenues were 
increasing in proportion, as the beetle farm had been let for 
five years, for seven thousand pagodas per annum, and the 
arrack farm at three thousand six hundred : — there was, also, 
every prospect of profitable exchanges, between the Coast and 
Pulo Condore, so favorably situated for the trade with China, and. 
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in time of peace, for that with Manilla : — at Fort St. David, also, 
the revenue had increased, though the vicinity of Pondicherry 1/04-5. 
to Fort St. David and Fort St. George, and its receiving re- 
inforcements by almost every ship, required, particularly during 
war, (lest the French should attempt the siege of either of the 
English stations) that the garrisons of those Forts should be 
augmented, and have officers qualified to command them. W 

The opinion which President Pitt had formed, in the pre- — his opi- 
ceding year, of the inexpediency of rendering Bencoolcn inde- effect of ren- 
pendent of Fort St. George, was justified, by the events which cooler inde- 

occurred at that Settlement, in this season. Considering the ton s.. 

George. 

Court’s letters as their authority, the Agents at Bencoolen had 
acted independently of the Fort, and refused to transmit copies of 
their general letters, to President Pitt, while they drew bills on Fort 
St. George, on account of the London Company, to the amount 
of 56,780 dollars : — these President Pitt returned, protested, as 
coming upon him without sufficient vouchers j and, at the same 
time, reprobated their conduct, for neglecting to complete their 
books, according to his own, and to the Court’s orders. The Agent 
and Council at Bencoolen, in answer, rested on their being an 
independent station, and tliat the bills in question were drawn on 
the United Stock, because it was indebted to the London 
Company, to the amount of seventy thousand dollars ; but as 

their 

(l)— Letters from President Pitt and Council at Fort St. George, and from Mr. Roberts, 

Deputy Governor of Fort St. David, to the Court of Managers, and to the Court of the 
liOudon Company, 15ih September 1704, 15th January, 8tb, 14th, and 15th Febr^.^ry, 
and 6th March 1704-5. 
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CTAP. Ill , tbeir bills had been protested, they informed the Court, thait 
1704-5. they could only dispatch one ship, fully laden with pepper, to 
England. 

In thb address of the Agent and Council to the Court of 
Managers, they gave a favorable account of the Settlement, by 
stating, that the plantations of pepper were daily increasing, from 
the Rajahs having encouraged the cultivation, and that, in a 
few years, Bencoolcn would be able to export an indefinite 
quantity ; but this prospect could only be realized, provided a 
lar^ stock should be transmitted from England, as, from the 
refusal of the President of Fort St. George, to accept their bills, 
th^ would be compelled to sell the Company’s pepper to indi- 
viduals, to supply their immediate wants ; — ^that such stock was 
the more necessary, as, from the books (as far as they had been 
made up) it would appear, the United Stock stood indebted to 
the liOndon Company, in a sum considerably exceeding sixty 
thousand dollars, and this amount would probably be encreased, 
when the books should be finally balanced : — York Fort, they 
added, would require additional works, and the garrison was 
weak, seven out of thirteen soldiers sent this season, froin 

. 4 ' 

England, having died on the passage, which had obliged them 
to apply to the Council of Bengal, for a reinforcement. (*> 

* The 

(1) — T..etters from the President and Council of For.t St. George to the Agent and 

Council at Bencoolen, 27th and 30th May, 20th June, and 3d August 1704. Letters frona 

the Agent and Council at Bencoolen to the President and Coilnctl of Fort 6t. deorge, 24th 
August 1704.— Letters from the Agent and Council at Bencoolen to the Coon of hia- 
nagers, and to the Court of the London Company, *23d pQtober 1704, /^nd ltt,^e))rniiy. 
1704-5. 
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The United Council in Bengae, in which the vacuncie^, 
occasioned by death, had been chiefly filled up by the servants of 
the London Company, whose experience qualified them for the 
service, acted, in this season, with more unanimity and better 
success, than could have been expected, from a coalition of 
merchants, accustomed to opposition to each other. It is pro- 
bable, that the exclusion of Mr. Beard and Sir Edward Uittleton, 
from the Council, was the source of this concord ; because, in all 
disputes between the servants of the two Companies, from the 
first establishment of the English Company in 1698, these Pre- 
sidents had been in the habit of official and personal resistance 
to each other’s measures ; and because the state of the English 
Company’s affairs at Hughly, and subordinate Factories, from 
having no Phirmaunds, or grants, to protect their trade, in- 
duced their servants to avail themselves of the asylum to thier 
persons and property, which Fort William afforded, at a time 
when the Duan was employing every expedient to extort money 
from the Europeans, and, in particular, from the Agents of the 
English Company. 

The great object of the United Council was to obtain from 
the Ihian, a Perwanna for free trade ; that is, for enjoying the 
same privileges which the London Company had originally pur- 
chased : — by this expedient, it was hoped, the United Trade might 
come into possession of the London Company’s grants ; — a bribe, 
of fifteen thousand rupees, with this view, had been offered; but 
the Dutch, from jealousy, proposed to give thirty thousand rupees, 
which obliged the Council, on this occasion, to assert their priv ilege 

4 E of 
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CHAP^i of being duty free, and of paying only three thousand rupees, per 
1704.5. annum, for the three towns,, or districts, in the immediate vicinity 
of Fort William, and to resettle the Faetory at Patna, to meet 
the Court’s large order for saltpetre, which could be procured at 
easier rates, and with more certainty, at that station. 

The opposition between the two Companies having ceased, 
and the small vessels required by each, being no longer necessary, 
they had been sold, with the exception of three of the London 
Company’s ; and the United Company’s passes had been given to 
the country vessels, at the rate of oi>e rupee per ton. 

The anticipation of convulsions, when the death of the 
Emperor should happen, occasioned much uneasiness to the 
Council, for though the fortifications were improved, and the 
garrison consisted of one hundred Europeans, the Fort, in the 
event of a civil war, would require to be strengthened by new 
works, and the garrison annually supplied with recruits, to 
defend the only retreat in which the Company’s servants, orpro*- 
perty, could be in safety; there was, also, danger that the 
Dual), when he could not extort sums from the revenues of the 
place, which were increasing by the influx of inhabitants, would 
attempt to seize on the three towns, or districts, under the pro- 
tection of the giirrison, but the Council were determined not to 
yield without a struggle. 

The United Council intimated to the Court of Managers, that 
the quantity of English cloths, required for the Bengal Market, 
must not, in future, exceed the annual value of ^6000 ; and thart 
the other articles, which had usually made up the assortments 

for 
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for the Bengal shipping, must be discontinued, till the quantity chap. ih. 
brought by both Companies, and the Dutch, should be ex- 1704-5. 
haustcd, and a new demand for them created, otherwise they 
would not sell at prices that would yield a profit. 

The Scipio was, this season, dispatched for England, with 
an investment estimated at 188,600 rupees, on the separate 
account of the English Company. The Court’s orders, for 
making up the separate accounts, to the 22d July 1702, having 
been complied with, by the respective Presidents, the London 
Company’s demands on the United Stock amounted to 53,200 
rupees, and the English Company’s to 41,000 rupees, which 
sums had been, respectively, paid to them, on account of the 
Dead Stock of the United Company. C) 

The report of the English Company’s Agents (now become 
those of the United Company) on the practicability of the trade ments 
at Banjab-Massin, in Borneo, is more favorable, in this, fhan sin andPui®* 
it had been in the preceding season : — it stated, that the same 
caution re(juired in the former year, in attempting to build a Fort, 
was not necessary in this, from the King having granted per- 
mission to erect a fortification for their protection, and that they 
were proceeding, with all possible activity, in strengthening the 
works : — the situation was not only healthy, but the Chinese, 
and other country merchants, had intimated their intentions, of 

4 E 2 resorting 

( 1 ) — Letters from tlie United Council at Calcutta to the Court of Managers of the 

United Company, lOth January, 5lli, 12tli, and I3th February 1/04-5, Letters from tlii 

Presidents and Councils of the London and English Companies in Bengal to their re.‘'pective 
Courts of Committees and Directors, 22d and 2&'tli December 1/04, and 3d February 1/04-5. 
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CHAP. Ill , resorting to it, as soon as it should be rendered sufficiently strong 
1704-5. to protect their persons and goods : — when this should be effect- 
ed, the prospects were great, as the place was healthy, and the 
soil promising large pepper crops, unless (as had happened 
in this season) the produce should be injured by excessive rains ; 
— ^that the country, also, affi)rded sugar-canes in abundance, 
which, on trial, produced good sugar ; and that arrack 
could be had for the use of the ships. As an instruction, it 
would be expedient, that the ships, intended for Borneo, should 
come through the Straits of Bally, to shorten the passage, or, if 
the other course should l>e persevered in, that the exportation 
should be stqpped for a year, till the produce of a whole crop of 
pepper could be in store. 

President Catchpoole, this season, made a favorable report 
on the state of the Island of Pulo Condore, and requested a 
supply of young men, as Writers, with instructions to acquire the 
knowledge of the Chinese language ; — and added, that the Island 
would soon become a station for the China trade, from which the 
ships could be dispatched to the different ports in that Empire, to 
dispose of Europe goods, and to purchase Chinese articles; — 
that, from his experience, it had been found impracticable to 
form Factories at Chusan or Amoy, from the duplicity and 
extortions of the Hoppo and Mandarines ; and that China 
produce could be had at Pulo Condore, from the junks, at 
as cheap a rate as it could be purchased at the ports of China ; 
and, therefore, he was willing to remain in the management 

of 
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of this station, till the pleasure of the Court should be signified chap. iir. 
to him. (•) 1704^. 

Though the Island of St. Helena bad been transferred, by Report of 
the London Company, to the United Trade, and the administration intereststt 
of it vested in the same persons, the Governor and Council stated 
to the Court, this season, that the books and accounts of the 
London Company had been balanced, to the 22d July I702, but 
that considerable difficulty had arisen in the arrangement of the 
subsequent accounts ; that is, in adjusting the amount of the 
expences, and whether they ought to be carried to the separate 
account of the London, or of the United Company. 


(1) — Letters from the Agent and Council in Borneo to the Court of Managers, l6th 
May, 30th September 1704, 1st and I3th February 1704»5,— Letter from President 
Catchpoole, at Pulo Condore, to the Court of Managers (without date) 1704-5. 

(2) — Letter from the Governor and Council of the Island of St. Helena to the Court of 
Managers, 25th July 1704. 
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Ip the instructions of the Court of Managers, and the 
orders from the Court of Conimitteels of the London Company 
to their servants, constituted all the information which has been 
preserved, respecting the domestic situation of Indian affairs, it 
would be necessaiy, only, to state the measures they recommended 
for perfecting the Union ; but when the separate instructions of 
the Court of Directors of the English Company are compared with 
them, we discover, that the Union had not extinguished either 
opposition to their former rival, or rendered them more sensible 
to their public duty ; in examining, therefore, a body of evi- 
<lence of this description, we must refer to the character of the 
individuals who managed their separate interests. 

In the instructions of the Court of Managers, and of the 
Court of Committees of the London Company, we discover 
orders, dictated by experience in a regulated trade, and by the 
liberality of Merchants ; but, in the separate instructions of the 
Directors of the English Company, to Eombay and Surat, we 
lind the duplicity of Private Traders, and Interlopers (classes of 
men from whom they had been originally selected} issuing orders, 
contrary to the principles of the Union, and allowing Sir 
Nicholas Waite to continue his oppressions of Sir John Gayer : 
— we must conclude, from such facts, that necessity, alone, had 

compelled 
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compelled the Directors of the English Company to agree to 
the Union, without altering either their original principles or 
character. 

The Court of Managers, though composed of an equal 
number of memljers selected from the London and English 
Companies, in all their proceedings, and in all the appointments 
which they made for the foreign Presidencies and Factories, were 
guided by a sense of duty, arising out of the Union, and it is 
evident, that the experienced servants of the Lojidon Company 
had the preponderance ; — hence the Committees, who framed 
instructions for Surat and Bombay, sent orders to make up the 
separate account of the Dead and Quick Stock, in connexionwitli 
the servants of the English Company, who had a similar duty 
publicly enjoined to them, respecting their separate stock. 
Tliough the Directors of the English Company acquiesced in the 
business being conducted upon these fair and liberal principlcsj 
that the whole might be brought to adjustment, l)efore the ex- 
piration of the prescribed seven years, they deviated tVom tlieiUj 
in this season, by sending counter-orders, in a secret, and, 
therefore, suspicious manner. 

The Courts of Managers, and of the London Company, 
deeply regretted the long and continued imprisonment of Sir 
John Gayer, and expressed the most marked disapprobation 
of the artifice which had been employed to detain him, and his 
Council, in confinement, in contradiction to the express orders 
which Sir Nicholas Waite and his Council had received ; and, 
therefore, without entering into an examination of his conduct, 

in 
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c^mir . i,{ assaftihifg^ tlUe 'fJfficfe -of <3en^a!J ■i^fl^'Sii' Jbhii Gayer"^ was 
in bowfihament,' they mad^^ the following arrattgefhent, as rifces*- 
» •’ sai^fotm. more temperate administration of their affaii's: — ^Mr. ' 

(> , Bitebourine,- the Chief at Anjengo, was appointed Second in 

u • 

Council at Bombay, under particular orders, from the London 
Company, to examine the inventory which Sir Nicholas Waite 
had given of their Dead Stock, several articles appearing in it, 
which ought not to have been Carried to that head ; and also to 
concert with Sir John Gayer and his Council, respecting the 
speediest method of liberating them from confinement, and 
winding up the separate intwests of the London Company 
Mr. Aislabie to be Thiid in Council; Mr. Goodshaw, Fourth; 
Mr. Reynolds, Fifth ; Mr. Crowe, Sixth ; and Mr. Mildmay, 
Seventh. These nominations gave a balance in the Council, 
in favour of the London Company’s servants, and, from their 
experience, it was hoped, they would check the intemperate 
proceedings of Sir Nicholas Waite ; and that this balance 'might 
continue, they appointed Mr. Penninge, the Chief at Califcut, 
to succeed Mr. Braboume, as Second in Council at Bombay, in 
the event, either of his death or removal. They next re-appoint- 
cd the Council for the United Trade, at Surat, to consist of the 
same persons whom they had nominated, on the Union taking 
place, and issued the most positive orders to Sir Nicholas 
Waite, to use every efifort in his power to obtain the release of 
Sir John Gayer and his Council, that he might, on his arrival 
at Bombay, re>assume the administration of the United Com- 
pany’s afifairs. 


When 
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"When these instructions of the Court of Managers, and chap. in. 
of the Committees of the London Company, for their particular 1^05 
interests, are compared with the separate orders sent to fec^* orde^ 
Sir Nicholas Waite, by the Court of Directors of the English 
Company, the preceding strictures on their conduct will Waite, 
be found fully justified .—they approved of the whole of his 
transactions with the Governor of Surat, as calculated to 
prevent their separate interests being embroiled in the 
Security Bonds, and in any demands which could be made on 
the London Company — ^they approved of his having assumed 
tlie Government of Bombay, as General, and, in this capacity, 
not having appointed a President at Surat, and only slightly 
regretted, that differences should continue to subsist between the 
London and English Companies^ servants ; — leaving, by these 
private orders. Sir John Gayer and his Council to continue 
in confinement, the London Company’s estate to be at the 
mercy of the Governor of Surat, and their servants exposed to 
all the extortions which might proceed from the orders of the 
Mogul -that is, they allowed Sir Nicholas Waite to continue in 
the office of General, and Sir John Gayer to remain in bondage, 
and aggravated these harsh measures with a separate order, that 
the claims of the London Company’s servants for salaries, during 
their confinement, should be rejected, because such salaries 
could not be carried to the United Stock.; though, in the Deed 
of Union, all salaries were to be paid from it, subsequently to 
the i22d July 1702. It . is remarkable, on this subject, that the 
Directors, who issued these separate orders, were Members of 
VOL. 111. 4 F the 
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CHAP. III. the Court of Managers, and consented fo the nominations 
which have been specified, but in their secret orders, they 
desired Sir Nich<das Waite to be careful, that the number of 
the English Compitny's servants should be equal to those of 
the London Company, in the United Service : — ^it is not less re- 
markable, that the principles of these Directors were secretly the 
same with those of Sir Nicholas Waite, for they encouraged 
him to continue himself in power, by every practicable artifice, 
and to preserve to the English Company a decided superiority in 
the United Council ; while the very same men, as will imme- 
diately appear in their separate instructions to the Coast, neither 
ventured to approve of Sir Nicholas Waite’s conduct, nor to risk 
such insidious orders to the United Company’s servants; an 
honorable proof of the impression which the high and manly 
character of I*resident Pitt had produced, who would have spurned 
at the least attempt, in the English Company, either to act on 
selfish principles, or on principles incompatible with the Union. 
Amount of It could uot liavc been expected, that the arrivals of the 

v^d^hif Teal United Company’s ships would have been so numerous, as, 
in fact, they were in this season, vtz. the Regard, from Surat ; 
the Tavistock, Duchess, Sydney, and Scipio, from Coast and 
Bay ; the Kent, from China ; and the Anna, from Bencoolen 
with the London Company’s ship Marlborough, from Surat ; 
and the English Company’s ships. Chambers, from Fort St. 
George, and the Samuel and Anna, from Bengal.<‘> 

The 


(])— Letters from tlte Court of the London Company to Sir John Gayer and Council 
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The Court of Managers having the most satisfactory chap. hi. 
evidence of President Pitt’s conduct at Fort St. Georoe, in 1^05 -8. 
carrying their orders, respecting the Union, into effect, con- pfn’s'^grLrai 
firmed his authority ; the Committees of the London Com- authority 
pany did the same, and gave him, not only at Madras, but 
in Bengal, a control over their separate interests ; and what was 
highly honourable to him, the Directors of the English Com- 
pany applied to him, as the only person who could rescue their 
interests on the Coromandel Coast, from the embarrassments 
in which they had been left, by Consul Pitt and Mr. Tillard . 

To this general approbation we have, therefore, this season, 
to add the separate instructions, first of the London, and next 
of the English Company : — ^The Committees of the London 
Company approved of the manner in which President Pitt had 
wound up the remains of their estate in India, and desired, that 
after payment of their separate debts, the surplus might be 
invested in the finest Coast and Bay goods. As there still re- 
mained a debt in China, due to them by Anqua, the Chinese 
merchant, amounting 77>d57 tales, by the accounts of Mr. 

Roberts and Mr. Dolben, the Supercargoes, President Pitt was 
directed to use every effort for the recovery of this sum, which, 
if effected-, it was expected (with the seventeen thousand pagodas 
which had been paid, out of the thirty-five thousand due by the 
Native merchants on the Coast, and the payment by the United 

4 F 2 Stock 

at Surat, 8th March 1705-6. Letter from the Court of the London Company to Com- 
modore Brabourne at Anjengo, 2l8t March 1 705-6. Letter from the Court of the 

English Company to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Bombay, 12th March J 705-6. 



tq tjiie :X4CMl^i|(Cc»Kipfuiy,i.Q^^ «; debt io.^BeDgal» amoiuit- 
ingto^i^lS rtipees^). woi^ enable him. ta clear off all claims 
,eo the, London- Company. Their separate intermbi in Benigal; 
.iheyr also.: ordered,, should' be under his management, as that* 
i {Residency, : (so far as regarded. them,^ remimied subordinate 
,.t.p ' the. President and Council of Fort St. George, and no 
President;, for the separate affiirs of the London Company, was* 
to be appointed, after Mr. Beard : — that- tbehr debts might be 
more effectually and speedily, liquidated in Bengal, they sent- 
■ ^12,000, in bullion, to be coined into rupees, at the Fort,, 
and transmitted to Bengal to clear off all demands : — as 
their separate interests, also, continued unsettled at Bencoolen,. 
they explained, that though the Court of Managers had, for 
the promotion of trade, made it an independent station, the* 
Committees of the London Company never intended, or had' 
made it independent of the Fort, ,therefore,.(as far as regarded 
their separate affairs,} they disapproved of the conduct of 
tlieir Agents at that station, for having acted upon this- 
principle, and empowered President Pitt to send persons, to- 
' examine, and report on their accounts, and prohibited him- 
from accepting, any- bills drawn from- thence,, on account of. 
the liOndon Company. 

The Directors of the English Company, on their separate 
account,.ordered Mr.Baworth, who had been one of their Council, 
at Masulipatam, and who had succeeded to the management of 
their interests, on the resignation of Mr. Tillard, to make up 


a. 



'#^fUr(fcal^'j(4boaht of all M^suliji^nfl^, ^Riri^g CHAP. iti . 

^ admlhistraftott of Confeul” Pitt and' Mr. TPlHard'^- i|hat 
^key <hdgl)^ discorer the extent ‘of their nnsoonducty aOd the 
r^sons of their having' paid bills, to a large amount, to the 
Native merchants : — on these subjects they blamed President Pitt 
and his Council, for having' allowed the demands' of those 
Native merchants to be paid, with interest, without having 
previously ascertained the frauds which had been committed 
by them, in making up their accounts, and’ for having 
allowed Mr; Tillard to draw on the Court for the amount, at 
the rate of ten shillings and six-pence, instead of the current 
rate of nine shillings, the pagoda ; which' fraudulent bills they 
had been obliged to return protested^ as well as those drawn 
on account of the estate of the late Consul Pitt. By a separate 
order, they directed Mr. Faunce and Mr: Baker, two of their 
servants, who had been left in charge of their affairs at Masu- 
jipatam, to deliver up to Mr. Raworth all their remaining , 

goods and effects, who was authorized to dispose of them, on 
the English Company’s account.^*) 

In a separate instruction to the Agent and Council Separato^r- 
Bencoolen, it was explained, in conformity to the preceding 
instructions sent to President Pitt, that it never had been the 
intention of the Court of Committees to render that station 

independent' 

(1)— Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council of 
Fort St. George, 12th February iyO5-0, and separate Letter to President PUt of the same 

date. Letters from the Court of the English Company to the President of Fort St. 

George, and their serranti on the Coromandel Coast, 2d March 1705*6. 
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,w4ep?ndent of Fort St. George, . as. far as related to their sepa- 
\m-6- rate afl^s, and that their conduct, in haring, under this 
raisappreheusipo, neglected to make up the separate accounts 
of the J^ondon Company, to the period of the Union, would 
not he a recommendation to the Court of Managers, to vest 
them with such authority ; meantime, they ordered, that the 
accounts should be settled, as speedily as possible, and the 
surplus invested - in pepper, and sent to England, on the United 
Company’s sliips.C^ 

General and The Orders of the Court of Managers, this season, to 

separate in- ^ 

tL^UnUed*° all go to one point, that of ascertaining the 

BengaT^ relative ranks of the servants of the London and English 
Companies, constituting the Council : — those of the London 
Company were to hold the First, Third, Fifth, and Seventh places; 
and those of the English Company, the Second, Fourth, Sixth, 
and Eighth places j and, in case of a vacancy, these stations were 
to be filled by Mr. Master, Mr. King, Mr. Adams, and Mr. 
Darell : — ^the chair to be taken, weekly, by the two senior Mem- 
bers, alternately : — ^the Council, thus constituted,* were to 
dispose of the separate goods of tlie two Companies, which 
might remain unsold, to complete the winding up of the Sepa- 
rate Interests, that the whole of the trade might, in future, 
proceed on the United Stock, and money was to be remitted 
from the Fort, to facilitate this measure : — farther, they were 
to use their best endeavours, to render the United Company’s 

“ dusticks,” 

(I)— Letter from the Court of the London Company to the Agent and Council at 
Bencoolen, 4tli April 1706 . 
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** dustick^,** OP passes, as efficient in Bengal, as those df the 
liondon Company formerly had been; because this would do 1705-6. 
more to conciliate the inhabitants of Calcutta, and the adjacent 
towns, to the administration of the United Council, than keep- 
ing up the distinction between the London Company’s passes, and 
the precarious grants to the English Company. 

The separate Instructions, regarding the London Company’s 
affairs, repeated the order for their being under the control of 
President Pitt, at Fort St. George, or such persons as he might 
vest with this authority ; and conveyed a disapprobation of the 
conduct of Mr. Beard, for not having more fully ascertained 
the debts owing by the London Company, particularly the 
amount of the bills drawn on them, by the Armenian Merchants ; 
for not having recovered the debts due to them at Cossimbuzar ; 
and, in general, for not having sent home their books, and a 
full statement of their affairs, while those of the English 
Company had been, for some months, in the hands of their 
Directors. 

The separate instructions, regarding the English Company, 
approved of their servants having withdrawn the subordinate 
Factories, and ordered, that the debts due by Sir Edward Lit- 
tleton, should be recovered from him, in India, as he had little, 
if any property, in England : — ^on the same principle, they were 
blamed for not having recovered the debts due by the late Mr, 

Landen, Chief of Borneo, who, at his death, was found to 
have no property in England, Any surplus which might remain, 

after 
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after defraying all idiaiges, was directed to be inpested in fine 
Bengal muslins, particularly dore^. 0) 

The Court of Managers, in the preceding season, having 
relinquished the China trade, as impracticable, and having 
ordered the Settlement on Pux.o Conooue to be evacuated, and 
the garrison and stores to be transferred to Banjar-Massin, 
which was to be fortified, and .held as a port and statical for the 
pepper trade, under the administration of President Catchpoole 
and his Council, did not, in this season, take up shipping for that 
quarter. The Court of the Bnglish Company, however, at this 
time, required an exact account to be transmitted, of all expefices 
and disbursements, incurred or made at Banjar-Massin, since the 
22 d July 1702, and that whatever surplus might remain of their 
stock, should be invested in pepper, and sent home on the 
United Company’s ships : — they complained, also, that the 
pepper which they had received, was not oidy of bad quality, but 
that the delay, in dispatching the ships, had occasioned a heavy 
loss in demorage, and added, that having been informed Sic 
Edward Littleton had been engaged in the illicit trade of sending 
Bengal goods, on his own account, in country ships, to Bosneo^- 
such goods should be seized, and the value of them carried to 
the English Company’s account.<*> 

Tp 

(1) — Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Goondi iif ' 

Fort St. George, and to the United Council in Bengal, 12th February ^ Xietfier 

from the Court of the English Company to the United Council in Bengal, 21it Febrnaiy 
1705-6. 

(2) — Latter from the Court of the English Company to the President and Council at 
Banjar-Massin^ in Borneo^ 9th March 1705-6. 
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Tdljiing the foreign transactions of this season into view, chap. lU. 
we have, as far as regards Bombay and Surat, first to trace 1705-6. 
the political events which aflfected the Native Powers, and fhre’ateLd 
cwiseqnently the trade of the United Company; next, the gSiandi^h' 
measures of the other European Companies, particularly the and iSrport 

of Surat 

Dutch i and, lastly, the line of conduct which Sir Nicholas blockaded by 

. . ■ the Dutch. 

Waite observed, and its influence on the situation in which Sir 
John Gayer, and the London Company’s servants and separate 
interests, were placed. 

From Sir Nicholas Waite’s letter’s, as well as from the 
information ^ven by Sir John Gayer, it appears, that the Go- 
verntH' of Surat was equally indisposed against all the European 
Companies ‘that he had proceeded with a considerable force, 
against the Portuguese Settlement at Daman, in order to obtain 
compensation for two Surat ships, which had been taken between 
Surat and Carwar, by order of the Viceroy of Goa ; — ^that he 
had' demanded thirty thousand rupees of the Portuguese, as a 
compeusatkm, while they had required of him treble that sum, to 
make up the losses their trade had sustained, by the depredations 
of the Mogul soldiery : — ^If the Governor of Surat had been suc- 
ces^ul against Daman, and had not been obliged to return, 
when the Dutch fleet appeared off Swally, the Island of 
Bombay (described as having only forty European soldiers for 
its defence) would have been exposed to invasion, and Sir 
VOL. III. 4 G Nicholas 
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]SrichoIas Waite to a similar imprisonment trith Sir Johrr 
I 7 OM. Gayer. 

‘ It appears, next, from the same authorities ; that six 
Dutch ships had arrived off Surat, and blockaded the port, on 
which the Governor ordered the Members of the English 
Council to be confined within the city, and supplies of provisions 
and water withheld from the shipping; the port, therefore, 
during this period, was more than ever shut against trade, and 
the Governor continued to refuse to clear the Company’s goods 
at the Custom-house : — ^As the Dutch could not obtain, either 
freedom of trade, or security to their Factors, they made prizes 
of Mogul ships, (^on abandoning the blockade, on the 30th 
March 1705,) to the value of two millions of rupees. 

From the same autlmrities it appears, in the third place, 
that the Mogul’s army, in December 1705, was within three 
days’ march of the Coast, opposite the Island of Bombay, and 
that Sir Nicholas Waite was in such an alarm for the safety 
of the Company’s property, that he landed the money and 
goods, brought by the Josiah from Persia, and lodged them in 
the castle ; — that the country, in the vicinity of Surat, was 
in equal alarm, the villages having been plundered by the 
Mahrattas, who, with an immense force, had defeated the 
Mogul’s army, near Ahmedabad, and subsequently, in April 
1700 , invested the City of Surat, for nine days, which had been 
preserved, only, by tlie Governor throwing up entrenchments 
round it, and the enemy not having cannon, and but a small pro- 
portion of fire-arms; — and that, in their retreat, the Mahrattas 

levied 
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levied contributions on Broach, and plundered and buried nlost ctw. m . 
of the towns and villages, situated between it and Surat. I70»-6. 

These convulsions, instead of subsiding, continued during 
the whole season, the Mogul’s state of health being reported to 
be very weak, and his death daily expected. 

Under these circumstances, we have to follow Sir Nicholas The insidiou* 

procedings of 

Waite, pursuiniT the same measures which had marked his sir Nicholas 

, . . . Waite dis- 

conduct in the preceding year: — ^While he was President at Surat, covered by 

• ^ Rustum, the 

Rustum, whom, from his first arrival, he had employed as EngiishCom- 

* ^ ^ pany's Bro- 

broker, continued, from interested motives, attached to his ker. 
views ; but after he assumed the office of General at Bombay, 
this cautious Native, discovering that his object was to make 
that Island the centre of trade, explained to Mr. Bonnel 
and Mr. Proby, the English Company’s servants at Surat, that 
Sir Nicholas Waite had promised to give him fifty thousand 
rupees, to use his influence with the Governor, to keep Sir John 
Gayer confined, which sum was to be paid to him, individually, 
by advances on the prices of the Company’s goods, to that 
amount. When Sir Nicholas Waite was informed of this 
conduct of Rustum, he dismissed him from the English Company’s 
employment, notwithstanding the United Trade was then indebted 
to him 140,000 rupees, and the separate Companies 550,000 
rupees ; and if the Surat Council bad not prevailed on the 
merchants to take their bills, the whole property of the English 
would have been seized. 

_ . , T-- Opposition of 

This state of affairs, between Sir Nicholas Waite and Mi', tiie Council 

, - of Surat to 

Proby, could not but produce animosities : — ^the former began with Sir Nicholas 

J ^ ^ Waite’s mea- 

4 G 2 protesting sures. 
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CHAP. m. protesting against the conduct of the latter, and of Mr. Bonnel, 
ifoK®. and they retaliated, by declaring, in their letters to the Court, 
that it was impracticable to procure regular investments, under 
the contradictory orders which Sir Nicholas Waite sent to them, 
and, in fact, it was impossible to execute them ; and,^ therefore, 
unless Rustum should be restored, they neither could be respon- 
sible for the Company’s property, nor their own liberty. 

Under such an administration, it may be easily supposed, 
that neither the stock of the United Company could be safe, nor 
their investments forwarded ; and farther, to second their appli- 
cation in favor of Rustum, Mr. Proby and Mr. Bonnel accused 
Sir Nicholas Waite of procuring goods, at cheaper rates for 
himself, than for the Company, and of having purchased one 
hundred and forty-four bales of indigo, on his private account, 
contrary to the positive orders of the Court. 

Sir John Gayer, and the London Company’s Council, du- 
ring these transactions, continued in confinement, and the trade 
to Persia, over which he had, for so many years, had the con- 
trol, was at a stand, from the death of Mr. Prescott, who had 
brought the Queen’s letter, and the presents to the King. 

— Hif report While affairs at Surat were in this embarrassed state. Sir 

fenceless state Nicholas Waite described Bcunbay to be protected by a very 
tbiscrisisf weak garrison, eight recruits, only, having arrived in the ships 
of the season, and that the three Gentoo companies had been 
disbanded, for neglect of duty, and disobedience of orders ; — 
that he had discharged the Subahdars, and incorporated the men 
into other companies, and, therefore, requested that a reinforce- 
ment 
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ment of two. hundred European soldiers for the garrispn>' with chap. hi. 
a double number of officers, should be sent from England } 1705^5^ 
— his resources, also, were equally deficient, for the M<^ul 
had refused to allow a mint to be established, which had 
obliged him to form one in Bombay Castle, to prevent the stop- 
page of the circulating coin ; and, at the close of the season, that 
the trade at Surat was so completely at a stand, that he had been 
obliged to order twO of the Company’s ships to blockade the 
port, to prevent any of the country vessels putting to sea, till 
the Governor should allow the goods to be laden, and also to 
detain all country vessels having English passes, and take out 
the English seamen found on board of them. 

The dependencies on Bombay appear to have been equally 
neglected, for Mr. Brabourne, the Chief at Anjengo, not 
having received, either instructions from Sir Nicholas Waite, 
or stock for an investment, had delivered over the Fort to the 
next in Council, and proceeded to Madras, while the trade 
with the lower Malabar Coast was, at this early period, harrassed 
by Conagee Angria, described to be “ a Sevagee,” or Mahratta 
pirate. 

The only vessels which were stated to have been dispatched Amount of 

the invest-' 

for England, this season, were the Mary, and the Katherine, with menu from 

'Bombay and 

investments estimated at 548,200 rupees ; and even these could Surat, 
not have been laden, or dispatched, had not the Surat Council 
acted without obeying the orders of Sir Nicholas Waite.<‘> 

The 

(1)— Letters from Sir John Gayer and Council at Surat to the Court of Managers and 

Committees 
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"<aErAtiHl. ’•! The description given in tiie communications fi^om Febsxa:, 
in this season, of the decline of the trade at Ispahan and 
Agent Pres- Goinforoonj and of the arrears of customs due at the latter 

cott, in Per- . , 

sia, and de- place, HOW amounting to 5,981 tomands, appears to have 
English trade been anticipated by the Court, in their appointment of Mr. 

and influence 

in that king- pTtecott to be Chief, and in the adoption of the expedients of 

dom. 


a letter from the Queen to the King of Persia, and a suitable 
present, to conciliate his favour : — the appointment of Mr. 
Prescott affords evidence, that the Court were dissatisfied with 
the selection which had been made by Sir Nicholas Waite, 
though they continued Mr. Owen to be Chief at Gombroon : — 
Mr. Prescott’s death, at “ Asseen,” in Persia, on the 1st of No- 
vember 1705 , (three months only after his arrival,) again placed 
the Persian trade of the United Company, under the same persons 
whom Sir Nicholas Waite had appointed for the management 
of it. From the reports which these Agents made, this season, 
on the state of the trade, and the airears of customs, it appears, 
that the oppressions of the English by the Mogul officers, at 
Surat, had lowered the opinion of the English power and re- 
sources, in the estimation of the Persian Court and ofiicers : 
— the event of the taking of Ormus, which had first raised 
it, was forgotten, because that naval force, with which the 

English 


Committees of the London Company, 22d January, 2d February, 31st March, 1705-6, and 13th 

, April 1706, Letters from Messrs. Proby and Bonnel at Surat to the Court of Managers, 

12tb December 1705, and 15th January 1705-6,— - Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and 
Council at Bombay to the Court of Managers and Directors of the Eoglish Company, l6th 
August, 14th and 27th November, 4th, 7th and 26th December 1705, 15th and 31st 
January 1705-6, and 18th April 1706. 



EAST-XNDIA COETPANY. 

English had protected the Persian pilgrims going to Mecca, had chap. hi. 
been withdrawn, and the ships, conveying them, taken by the 1705-6. 
Arab pirates ; and because, thoagh the presents liad arrived for 
the King of Persia, the splendor and show, which ought to have 
accompanied them, was wanting ; and, even had Mr. Prescott lived, 
it would have been better to have presented them, “ through 
“ an honorable Agent, than a poor Ambassador;.” more parti- 
cularly, when the late vigorous measures of the Dutch, at 
Surat, were known in Persia, and an opinion entertained, that 
their naval force, should it be directed against the Arab pirates, 
would be sufficient to crush them. Large, however, as the 
arrears of the Gombroon customs were, there remained only two 
expedients for the recovery, either of the proportion which 
belonged to the London Company, or of that which, by the Deed 
of Union, was transferred to tlic United Company, viz. the em- 
ployment of force, or giving large presents to the Persian officers, 
as an encouragement for their liquidation : — the first, the Agent 
recommended as the most efficient method ; the second, he re- 
presented as exceeding both his authority, and his means, to give. 

It remained, therefore, to Agent Lock, to try by negotiation, 
whether he could obtain a Rogom, or an order from the King,, 
for the recovery of them. 

This description of the state of the English affairs, in Persia, 
is accompanied with an account of the Dead Stock at Gombroon, 

Ispahan, and in Caramania, amounting to 121,371 shahees, with a 
recommendation to the Court to give authority for the employment 
of “ Auga Doud,” the old broker, whose interest at the Persian 

Court 
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Cdurt wia to that he was'better qualified, than any other 
\fiSS'-G. pdraeiifio obtiun aftogom, for payment of the arrears, or for the 
rivivtd of those rights, which the London Company enjoyed, pre> 
viously to the appearance of the English Company’s Agents in 
Persia. 

On the subject of the trade, the Agent informed the Court, 
that the most proper season for disposing of cloths, in Persia, was 
between the months of September and March, in each year, and 
that, from the most accurate observation, 4,800 pieces of cloth, 
coarse and fine, could annually be sold at Ispahan, if the Com- 
pany had the exclusive trade in that article, in their power ; 
but that the sale of half that amount, only, could be depended 
on, while imports continued from Aleppo and Muscovy: — ^the 
project of bartering cloth, for silk, had been found not to answer, 
from the King’s high duties upon the latter article, and, therefiare, 
both silk and Caramania wool must be purchased with money, 
arising fi*om the sale of cloth, or by such proportion of stock, 
as the Court might be disposed to invest in those articles. 

President A Continuation of similar events with those which had 

Pitt’s report v v • i n 

«n the ap. occurred in the preceding season, appears in the reports from 

civil war on Fort St. George, and the other Settlements on the Coromandee 

the Coast of v i 

Coromandel j CoAST, respecting the Native Powers, and the Europeans having 
Forts, or trade, in that quarter of the Company’s limits. Pre- 
sident Pitt, informed the Court (and to his firm, but cautious 

measures 


(I)*— Letters from the Agents and Councils at Ispahan and Gombroon to the Court of 
Mansigcrs, 26tb and 29th August^ and 3d December I70d. 



ni^asures .may be ascribed the s^f^ty of th^ SetUet^^j^ and S^** 
trade) that the general war which had beei^ apprehended, o%, IfO® 
the Mogul’s death, had, hitherto, from that event not having yc^ , 
happened, preserved the provinces from the devastations anti,* 
cipated. when hostilities should commence, and liad precluded- 
the successive Nabobs, from that open resistance, to which they 
were encouraged, by the relaxed state of the Government ; — that, 
however; no attack had been made on the ' tliree Englisli towns 
in the vicinity of Fort St. George, but if such attack should take 
place, he was determined to defend them to the last. 

The competition in trade between the European Companies, 
President Pitt intimated, was again reviving, as the Dutch, Danes, 
and French were extending their dealings, on the Coromandel 
Coast, and the English men of war had returned, without sup- 
pressing the pirates ; while the Arab cruisers continued to infest 
the Coast, and were taking every ship they could overpower; 
and if some effectual measures should not be adopted, the 
country trade must be ruined. 

The French at Pondicherry, as noticed in the preceding 
season, were described to be continually receiving re-inforcements 
from Europe, while Fort St. George had, this season, been sup- 
plied with three recruits, only, and many of the covenanted mili- 
tary servants of the Company, were pressing for their discharge; 
President Pitt, therefore, urged the necessity of a large supply 
of European recruits, both to enable him to defend the Fort, 

Fort St. David, and Cuddalore, against any attack which 
the French might meditate, and to preserve order among the- 

4 H inhabitants. 
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CHAP^i, inhabitants, who were daily encreasing ; and added his intention 

J705- 6. to resign the Government to Mr. Roberts, in September I 7 O 6 , 
thoagh he had resolved, should the Mogul die before he heard 
from the Court, to continue in the Presidency, till farther 
orders. In this season, the Somers, Fleet Frigate, and West- 
moreland, were dispatched for Europe, with full cargoes. 

— on (he On the subject of the separate interests of the London 

separate af* 

fairs of the Company, President Pitt informed their Court, that President 

London 

Company j .Beard, who had come round from Bengal, died at Madras, 
on the July; — that the United Company were indebted to 

the London Company, 84,710 pagodas, at Fort St. George, and, 
in Bengal, 53,215 rupees ; — that their accounts were nearly 
balanced, and the debts owing by them, paid at Madras ; and 
that he hoped to send home their remaining goods by next ship- 
ping, which would completely wind up their affairs ; but that, 
in Bengal, Messrs. Games and Petty, who had been sent by 
him to examine their accounts, would experience great difficulty 
in procuiing money to pay off the debts; — that there was no 
probability of recovering a penny of Anqua’s debt in China ; — 
and, on the whole, that he had sent home 2,126 pagodas on 
their separate account. 


tho*e'of’'ihe Subject of the separate interest of the English Com- 

En?iishCom- pany, he informed tlieir Directors, that Mr. Fraser and Mr. 

pany. 

Wright had minutely examined the claims of the X^ative Mer- 


chants, and their accounts, from the commencement of the 


late Consul Pitt’s transactions with them; and it appeared, 
on the whole, from the competition between the two Com- 


panies, 
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panics, and the greater influence and amount ofstock which the chap, hi 
London Company possessed, that it was not practicable for 1705^6. 
Consul Pitt to have purchased the goods at cheaper rates, than 
the prices for which he had actually contracted; nor was it 
possible to induce those Merchants to agree to any abatement 
in their demands ; he would, therefore, rather recommend to this 
Court, to send out the value of .^10,000 in broad-cloth, and 
apply the amount of the sales to discharge the debts due to 
those Merchants, than to borrow money in the countiy, which 
could not be obtained at a less rate than eleven shillings, 
sterling, the pagoda. O 

In the report transmitted to the Court, from Bencoolen, Mr. Ridley * 
the dispute, respecting its independence on Foit St. George, IXof trade 
disappears ; the melancholy relation, however, of the mor- 
tality among the servants, (Mr. Watts, the Governor, three Inter^^ror 
civil servants, and forty-one slaves, having died,) and of the company.”'* 
fortifications having suftered much from an earthquake, with the 
account that the old plantations of pepper had decayed, and 
those lately planted not having come to the perfection, when 
crops could be expected, would explain the source of the request 
of Mr. Ridley (who had succeeded to the Government) to the 
Court, for a large supply of stores of every kind, for recruits to 
augment the garrison, a good engineer to direct in repairing and 

4 H 2 completing 

( I )— -Letters from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court of Mana- 
gers, and to the Court of Committees of the London Company, Ist and lOth October 1/05, 

9th, 26th, and 28th January, 4th, gih, and 20th February 1705-6. Letter from Messrs. 

Fraser and Wright to the Court of the Eng/ish Company, 30th January 1/05-6. 



ANNALS OP THK HONORABLB 


«0‘4 

CHAP. IH. completing the fortifications, and a number of slaves to work 

1^05 > 6. on them. Mr. Ridley concluded with stating, that he had given 
encouragement to the Chinese, whom he had found to be indus- 
trious and useful, but that he hud been able to send home only 
one ship, laden with pepper, this season : — having balanced the 
account of the debt due by the United Trade, to the London 
Company, amounting to 86,550 dollars, he had invested the half 
of that sum in pepper, on the account of the London Company, 
in part paj'inent of this debt. 

United As the orders of the Court of the English Company, for 

Council in 

Bengal pur- jjjg (lismissioii of Sir Edward Littleton, from the office of Presi- 

chase the 

full exercise j,^ Bengal, had, this seuson, been communicated to him, 

ot the I,ou- ’ , 

don Com- delivered up his books ; and President Beard haivnff 

^pany’s rights. ^ ^ 

gone to INIadras, and accounts been received of his death, 
the same unanimity appears to have prevailed in the United 
Council at Fort William, which had enabled them, in the pre- 
ceding year, to restore the trade to a better condition, and to 
take measures for winding up the separate concerns of tlic two 
Companies. When the vacancies occasioned by the death of 
Mr. Beard, and the dismission of Sir Edward Littleton, happened, 
it was expedient, that persons should be appointed, who were 
in Council, to take charge of the separate interests of the 
two Companies. Mr. Sheldon, for the London Company, and 
Mr. Hedges, for the English Company, had been nominated to 

these 

,(l)— “Letters from the Governor and Council of York Foit, Bencoolcn, to the Court of 
Managers, 8th August, 20th October 1/05, and 4th January 1705-6. 
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these duties^ and a civil servant, from each Company, had been chap, nj . 
taken into the Council, to fill up the vacancies occasioned by 1705-0. 
these nominations. 

The general object of obtaining for the United Trade, the 
advantages of the grants which the London Company had en- 
joyed, had been persevered in, and an agreement made n ith the 
Duan, for twenty thousand rupees, to allow the United Com- 
pany to proceed on this basis. 

The whole of the United Stock and Trade had been removed 
to Calcutta, and the garrison, which had, tliis season, received a 
reinforcement, under Lieutenant Woodvillc, of sixteen soldiers, 
now consisted of one hundred and twenty-nine, of which sixty- 
six were European soldiers, exclusive of the gunner and his 
crew, which, at this period, constituted the whole of the Com- 
pany’s Bengal Artillery. 

On commercial alfaii's, the Council reported, that they had Report on 

the favorable 

complied with the Court’s orders about saltpetre, of which they s'aie of iii« 

Uniied and 

had thirty-seven thousand maunds in store, at Patna, and four Si'parate 
thousand maunds, at Hughly, and had sent sixty thousand rupees Bengal, 
to Patna, to provide this article, for the next year’s shipping. 

Towards the close of the season, they intimated, that they had 
continued the Factory at Patna, for some months, that they 
might procure saltpetre of the finest kind, and had made up 
the funds, for that purpose, to 76,550 rupees; and laden on 
board the ship Union, on the separate account of the English 
Company, goods estimated at 188,576 rupees, and dispatched 

the 



ANNAI.S OF THE HpNOllABEE 


b*06 

CHAP. III. the Herue, on tlie United Company’s account, with a cargo, 

1705-6. amounting to 225,018 rupees.<’> 

Report on The report on the state of trade at Banjak-Massin, in 

trade at Ban- BoKNEo, whicli, On the wholc, was rather favourable in the 

jar-Massin. . , . , . 

preceding season, continued, 111 this, to give hopes, that this 
Settlement would be placed in security, and that pepper, its staple 
produce, would become a valuable import of the United Trade. 
A grant had been obtained from the King, for a free trade, 
without any objection being made to the fortifications which 
were carrying on, for the defence of the Factory and port; 
but the Natives were inimical, notwithstanding this grant, and 
as the season advanced, manifested their aversion so strongly, 
that a supply of soldiers was absolutely necessaiy, there not 
being above eighteen European soldiers, fit for duty, and the 
wliole Euro])eans in the Settlement not exceeding forty in 
number ; a force which was inadequate, when it was con- 
sidered, that four hundred people were at work on the for- 
tifications. 

The garrison At tlic close of this year, the most afflicting accounts 

at Pulo Con- ® 

•lore massa- readied Bomeo, of an insurrection, by the Malay soldiers, on the 

cred by the 

Malaya, and Island of PuLo CoNDORE, Oil the 2d March 1704-5 : — these 

the Station 

lost. revolters first set fire to the Company’s warehouses, and then 

murdered President Catchpoole, and the greatest part of the 

English 


(1) — lactters from the United Council in Bengal to the Court of Managers^ 30lh 

November 1/05, l/th January, and 15th February 1705*6. liCtters from the Separate 

Council for the English Company to the Court of Directors of that Company, 5th and 28th 
December 1705. 
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Cn^lish on the Island. To this treachery the JVJalays were C-HAP. hi 
supposed to have been instigated by the Cochin Chinese, that 
they might get possession of the remainder of the Company’s 
treasure, estimated at twenty-two thousand tales Mr. Baldwin, 
one of the Factors, who escaped this massacre, after many hard- 
ships, arrived at Banjar-Massin, on the 18th January 1705-6 ; 
but he was ignorant of the fate of the surviving English 
on Pulo Condore, and supposed ^that the Company’s books 
must have been burnt with their warehouses. 

Such was the fate of a Settlement which President Catch- 
poolc had projected, and which the Court of Directors of the 
English Company formed, on the presumption that it might 
become a market for the sale of English goods in China, and 
for obtaining China produce, without being exposed to the 
vexatious oppressions of the oflicers in the ports of that Emjjire. 

The effect of this event on the new establishment at Banjar- 
Massin, it was apprehended, might be serious, and, therefore, 
the Agent repeated his request for a supply of twenty cannon, 
and of soldiers sufficient to make up a strong garrison ; the 
re-inforcements from Pulo Condore, on which they had more 
immediately depended, having been, thus, unfortunately cut off. 

The report on the pepper trade of Banjar-Massin, in 
substance, was, that though the crop had been abundant, 
the price was high, owing to the number of Chinese junks 
which were frequently arriving, and purchasing it, and that 
it was doubtful, whether the Agent and Council would be 
able to fill up the six ships which had arrived from Euio])o, 

amounting 
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CHAP. III. amounting, together, to sixteen hundred and fifty tons; — he,, 
1705 >6*. therefore, submitted, that two ships, only, should be appointed 
for this port, in the subsequent season : — that, however, if suf- 
ficient stock should be sent, he would be able to purchase the 
whole cargoes of the Chinese junks, and thus engross the trade 
in pepper ; but that fifty thousand dollars would be necessary for 
this purpose, and an annual supply of ten thousand dollars, in 
Coast and Bay goods, which might be disposed of, in Borneo, 
wifh advantage/'^ 


( 1 ) — Letters from the Agent and Council at Banjar-Massin> in Borneo, to the Court of 
Managers, 28th May, 2d June, 7th and 8th October 1705, 31st January, 4th February, 

and 23d March 1705-6, Letter from Mr. Baldwin to the Court, giving an account of. 

lb« Massacre at PuloCondore, dated Banjar-Massin, 14th February 1 705 6. 
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1706 - 7 . 


As the records of the Company, in their capacity of Ma- CHAP. iii. 
nagers of the United Trade, or of Committees of the London 170^. 
Company, or of Directors of the English Company, do not slrucions of 
afford any evidence of the actual state of their afliiirs, at Mnnageis 
Bomb.w, or at Suuat, or at any of their dependencies, it is Pitt, 
probable, their general Letters had not reached England, this 
season. 

The confidence, however, which the Court had reposed in 
President Pitt and his Council, at Fort St. Gkorgb, having 
been fully justified, by his conduct in the management of the 
United Trade, by his attention to the separate interests of his old 
employers, the London Company, and by the frccjuent appeals 
to his decision, by his former opponents, the English (company, 
we arc prepared to examine the instructions he received, 
from each, for completing that adjustment of Indian aftairs, on 
which he had, already, with so much talents and probity, been 
proceeding. 

The Court of Managers, though they approved of Presi- 
dent Pitt’s general conduct, were ratber dissatisfied with 
his .accepting bills, drawn on the Fort, by the Governor and 
Council of Bencoolen, in favor of individuals, to the amount 
of 61,162 dollars, and in favor of the London Company, to 

4 1 the 


vox.. III. 
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tlic amount of 60,855 dollars, conceiving that his powers of 
1706-7* control did not extend to, or authorize such acceptances : — they 
required, also, that several errors in the accounts due, by 
United Stock, to the London Company, amounting to 84,710 
pagodas, might be examined and rectified ; assigning, as a 
reason, that, in several instances, there were mistakes ia the 
charge of Quick Stock, instead of Dead Stock, and vice versa ; 
and, also, that he had omitted to attend to an inaccuracy in the 
interest charged on these debts, both at Madras, and in Bengal : 
— at the same time, they intimated, that they had referred to him, 
to consider the account and inventory of Dead Stock, and to take 
care, that the part which had been assigned by the London 
Company to the English Company, by the Indenture Tripartite, 
namely, “ all manner of stores, ammunition, guns, provisions, and. 
“ other things belonging to the Forts and Factories,” should not 
be charged to the United Stock j, and then informed him, that, 
the United Company’s ships,. Somers, Fleet Frigate, Toddington, 
Josiah, Streatham, Eaton, Donnegal, Herne, and Wentworth, 
had safely arrived in Ireland, on the 12th November 17.06. 

Separate in- The ordcrs of the Court of Committees of the London. 

stjuctions (if 

the l oud.. II Company, to President Pitt, for winding up their separate 

Company to ^ i • 

President affairs, were, in substance, an approbation of the preceding 

payments, as being made agreeably to the Deed of Union, by 

which each Company were declared to have a right to get in 

their cflects in the best manner they could; and they continued 

% 

him in the control of all their separate affairs in Bengal, and 
desired him to send the surplus of their stock on the Coast, to 

that 
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that Presidency, in dollars, or rupees, to be invested in muslins 
and raw-silk, because Coast goods sold, in England, with in- 
considerable, if any profit. As their separate interest had not 
been properly wound up in Bencoolen, President Pitt was desired 
to continue his attention to that subject. 

The instructions of the Directors of the English Company, 
to President Pitt, in substance, were, that, to prevent all trouble in 
winding up their accounts, they had paid the bills drawn on flieni, 
from Masulipatam, but given a controling power to him, over all 
the measures which their servants might devise for settling their 
affairs ; — in particular, that he was to get all the Bonds of the Na- 
tive Merchants cancelled, by disposing of the English Comj)any’s 
separate effects and goods, and applying the proceeds to the Vupii- 
dation of debts ; — and, should the sum not be sufficient, he was to 
borrow money on their account, on the best terms he could, and 
draw bills on them for the amount. After acknowledging his ser- 
vices, in examining the late Consul Pitt’s accounts, whom they 
still suspected of having defrauded them, in his contracts with the 
Native Merchants, they requested, that this business might be 
adjusted, and also, that he might determine, upon what part of 
their debt, to the United Company, interest ought to be paid."> 
Conformably to the resolution of the Court of Managers 
in the preceding year, disapproving of the proceedings of 

4 12 Governor 

(l)— .Letters from the Court of Committees of the London Company to President Pitt 

and Council at Fort St. George, 5th July iro6, and ;th February l70(i-7- Lettersiioni 

the Court of Directors of the English Company to Piesident Pitt and Council at hurt 
George, 7 th and 1 2th February 1700-7* 
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— His in- 
stiuctions 
from the 
English 
Company. 


A new Go- 
vernor and 
Council ap- 
pointed for 
iL’iicoolcn, 
to report on 
the United 
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Governor Watts and his Council at Bencoolen, we find that, 
1706-7* in this season, they appointed Mr. Cross to be Governor, and 

and separate 

interests ai Mr. Hoylc to be Dcputy Governor of that Settlement, with 
at that sta- 

tioD. orders to take a minute survey of all former transactions, and 

to examine the accounts of the late Governor and his Council, 
because the expenccs of the Settlements in Sumatra had been 
heavy, amounting, from the 22d July 1702, to September 1704, 
to the large sum of 180,000 dollars ; it, therefore, became in- 
dispensable, to ascertain the grounds of charges of such magni- 
tude, and, particularly, the amount of the bills which had been 
drawn on Fort St. George : — at the same time, they were di- 
reeted to settle the accounts, between the London Company and 
the United Trade, in the most amicable manner. In the event 
of Mr. Watts being dead, or having removed from Bencoolen, 
Governor Cross was appointed Chief of the London Company's 
separate affairs, at that station, with orders to assist in getting 
in their remaining goods, money, and debts, and to remit the 
proceeds, in pepper, to England ; or, if this could not be effected, 
to send the amount to President Pitt, at Fort St. George, with 
tlie Court’s desire, that it might be invested in Coast goods, and 
sent to England.^*^ 

Court of Ma- The Court of Managers, this season, re-instated Mr. 

^fn" Mr. Sheldon and Mr. Hedges, as the two Chiefs of the United 

Mr. Hedges Council in Bengal, and repeated the instructions, detailed in 
to be tlie 

the 

(l)-L etter from the Court of the London Company to the Governor and Council of 

Bencoolen, 5 th July lyoCi. Letter (separate) from the Court of the London Company 

to Mr. Cross and Mr. Hoyle, 5 tb July 170O. 
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tfie last season, for bringing the whole trade under their ma- chap.jii. 
nagement. As far as regarded the separate interests of the 170(^7, 
Loudon Company, Bengal was continued in sul)ordi nation to cimfeinn 
the Presidency ot Fort St. George, with orders to discharge all wind up tho 
their separate debts, and to remit the surplus to England, in ‘weVu.® 
fine muslins and raw-silk ; but, as the imports of saltpetre had 
been large, not to invest any part of it in that article. 

In the same manner, the Directoi-s ol’ tlie English Com- 
pany repeated their orders, that their accounts with Sir Edward 
Littleton should be settled in India, l)y which they anticipated 
their losses would be less, than if such settlement should be 
attempted in England ; and that, after all debts should be 
cleared off, the surplus should he invested in line muslins. The 
detaining the ship Katherine so long in India was blamed, as 
the Court had to pay the large sum of ^13,000 to her owners, 
for demorage. 

It is remarkable, that, in this season, no instructions appear 
to have been dispatched to Banja r-Massin in Borneo, and that 
all attempts for trade to China were suspended. 


In this season, as in the preceding year, we have to Political lU 
preface the events at Surat, with a description of the de- 

tached 

(1) — Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council at 

Fort William, 7 th February 1706-7. Letter from the Court of the English Company 

to the President and Council at Fort William, 7th February J706-7. 
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CHAP, nr. taclicd transactions of the Country Powers, which affected the 

I7O6-7. seats of the Company’s trade ; and this is, perhaps, of more 

Aurungzebe, 

on the 2otli importance, because, connecting it with those referred to in 

February 

1706 - 7 . preceding years, we can collect the facts regarding the Mogul 
Government, during the last year of Aurungzebe’s reign, which 
shew, that the administration of this Emperor had, for some 
time, been declining in energy. 

We have, also, in particular, to advert to the conduct of 
the Dutch at Surat, while this memorable event, in Hindostan, 
was still uncertain, and to the effect of their vigorous measures 
I’or restoring their trade, on terms to which, in the sequel, 
they adhered, when the confusions which followed the death 
of the Emperor, suspended, in a great degree, the functions 
of the Mogul Government, 

These facts will unfold the consequences of the unwise 
proceedings by which Sir Nicholas Waite endangered the exist- 
ence of the Company’s trade and Settlements, and the weakness 
of the Court of Managers, in still permitting him to continue 
in office. 

Connecting the events in this, wdth those of the preceding 
.sesison, we discover that the Hindoo, or Mahratta armies, 
were still hovering about the district.s, in the vicinity of 
Surat, though they had not again assaulted the place, and that 
they did not retire, from before the town, till the 23d May 
I7O6 ; — that, in their retreat, they plundered the villages, 
aud destroyed all kinds of provisions, which raised the price 

of 
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of the necessaries of life, “ from two to three hundred per chap, nf . 
cent.” At this juncture, the principal body of the Mogul army 1706-7- 
was in the Decan, the conquest of which had been the favorite 
object of Aurungzebe’s long reign : he had subverted the prin- 
cipal native kingdoms in that quarter, but continued in it, 
during the last years of his reign, with his army, and opposed 
but a feeble resistance to the Mahrattas, bordering on the West- 
ern Provinces. 

The Company’s Presidents at Bombay and Surat had 
annually given accounts of the large armies and predatory 
incursions of the Mahrattas, but they do not, on any occasion,- 
report that Mogul armies of any magnitude had been sent to 
oppose them ; — on the contrary, they described Surat, though 
frequently menaced with sieges and assaults, to be left to sucli 
protection as its fortifications and garrison could afford; and 
even this garrison, in the preceding season, were not able to 
expel the Portuguese from Daman, but were obliged to return to 
the defence of Surat itself, when blockaded by the Dutch fleet. 

This relative state of the Mahratta and Mogul armies j 
accounts for the contradictory orders sent, by the Mogul, to 
the Governor of Surat, respecting the Europeans resorting to 
the port, at one time ordering the trade to be stopt, at another, 
permitting, sometimes one, and sometimes another Company^ 
to have access to it, and to the markets ; and thus leaving 
him to act as he pleased, by indulging, or oppressing 
the Europeans, as he could draw bribes or f>resents from 

them. 
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CHAP. III. tliem, or as they appeared to have, or to want, power to 
1706-7* resist his mandates. 

A proof of this being the case, (and on authority less ques- 
tionable than Sir Nicholas Waite’s,) Sir John Gayer, at the 
opening of the season I 7 O 6 - 7 , informed the Court, the Go- 
vernor of Surat had reported, that he had received orders to 
stop the trade of all JIatmen, or Europeans, in the Mogul’s 
dominions ; but, subsequently, the Mogul guards were withdrawn 
from the London Company’s Factory, though neither the French 
nor English were permitted to pass the gates; — Sir John 
Gayer, therefore, requested, that force might be employed, 
otherwise he, and the rest of the Council, would be exposed to 

fresh troubles. ^ 

At the close of the season, however, the report of the 
Mogul’s death liad reached Surat, and was communicated to the 
Court by Sir John Gayer, in an allegory, which strongly marks 
the general fear felt, at the moment, to mention an event of such 
political delicacy, because its truth, equally with its falsehood, 
might expose the person who might promulgate it to certain 
ruin : — he represented, in his letter of the 1st March I 7 O 6 - 7 , 
“ that the Sun of this Hemisphere had set, and that the Star of 
“ the Second magnitude, being under his meridian, had taken 
“ his place; hut, that it w'as feared the Star of the mag- 

“ nitude, though under a remoter meridian, would struggle to 
“ exalt itself;” — which exactly corresponds with the state of 
affiirs at Aufungzebc’s death, which happened (according to 
President Pitt’s letter from Fort St. George, of the 10th October 

1707) 
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1707) in his camp, near Aurungabad, in the Decan, in the chap, iir, 
ninety-third year of his age, on the 20th February 1706-7, 1706"7* 
leaving, by his will, the Empire divided among lii.s three sons, 
described by Governor Pitt under the names “ of Shah Aulum, 

Asem Dara, and Khan Bux.” 

This account coincides with the memoirs of Eradut Khan, Decisive bit- 

tie in fdvout 

who describes the eldest son, Prince Mauzim, as having been ot Bahader 

Shah. 

known by the name of Shah Aulum ; the second, by that 
of Azem ; and the third, by that of Khan Buksh. 

President Pitt then informed the Court, that the second 
son, or Prince Azem, assumed the title of King, and had 
marched with a great army towards Delhi, to oppose the preten- 
sions of his elder brother. Prince Aulum, or Mauzim, and, that a 
battle had been fought, near Agra, in June I 707 , in which near 
one hundred thousand men fell on both sides ; — that the army of 
Shah Aulum was commanded by his eldest son, in whose favour 
victory declared, and that Sultan Azem, and his two sons, were 
killed, on which Shah Aulum ascended the throne, and, accord- 
ing to the preceding authorities, assumed the title of Bahader 


Shah. CO 


Wliile the Native States were thus engaged in the civil The Dutch 

fleet blockade 

wars, which commenced on the death of Aurungzebe, and while Surat^ and^ 
the Mahrattas were preparing for war, on the side of the Decan, 

vni lit 4 K and Bonds and 

VOA.. IJl. ^ pcrmis.sion to 




(1)— Letter from Sir John Gayer, at Surat, to the Court of the London Company, Factory. 

March 1st 1706-7. Letter from President Pitt, at Fort St. George, to the Court of 

Managers, October lOih 1707. Memoirs of Eradut Khan (by Scott), page 10.-— r 

Kennel’s Introduction, page 04 . 
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CHAP. III. 

170^. 


Sir Nicholas 
Waite conti- 
nues bis Op- 
pressions of 
the London 
Company’s 
servants. 


and laying waste the provinces on the West of India, bordering^ 
on Surat and Bombay, we have to advert to the proceedings of the 
Dutch, who employed force, as the only exponent left for getting 
free from the Security-Bonds, which had been extorted from them-, 
and for re-establishing their rights and trade at Surat. 

In October 1706, a Dutch fleet, having on board a new 
Directore and Council, appeared off Surat, and proposed to the 
Governor to adjust all disputes, and to re-establish their Factory 
and trade : — the negotiation, as well as the blockade of the port, 
continued till the 6th January 1706-7, when an agreement was 
made, on the following terms : — ^the Governor of Surat was to 
pay to the Dutch 811,000 rupees, on giving up the ships and 
property which they had seized ; — one per cent, on the customs, at 
Surat, was to be abated, and the Dutch ^vere to be free from pay- 
ment of customs at Broach : — Should the Governor obtain a Phir- 
maund from the King, confirming these articles, in one month, 
these conditions were to be the rules respecting' their trade; but, if 
the Phirmaund should not be granted, the Dutch were to have per* 
mission to leave the port, and to take such measures as they might 
think proper. When this agreement was signed, and ratified by the 
Governor, the Dutch Directore and Council' landed, paid him a 
visit of ceremony, and presented him with fifty thousand rupees. 

If Sir Nicholas Waite’s schemes. In. former seasons, to 
maintain his rank, as General, and to keep Sir John Gayer, 
and the Council of the London Company, in confinement, 
tended to prevent the winding up of the separate interests of 
the two Companies, and the completion of the Union, his 

conduct. 
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conduct, in this season, in his disputes with the English Com- c hap, irr . 
pany’s Council at Surat, had nearly ruined their aflliirs. In his 17 ®^ " 7 * 
letters to the Court, from Bombay, he informed them, that, 
from the confusions at Surat, there was little prospect of 
being able to ship goods for some months; — that he had 
sent ample supplies of stock to Carwar, Calicut, Anjengo, 
and Persia ; but as Mr, Proby and Mr. Bonnell, the Surat 
Council, had embezzled the Company's property, in indigo, to 
the value of eleven thousand rupees, and given credit to the 
accusations of Rustum, the broker, against him, all business 
was at a stand. Mr. Proby and Mr. Bonnell, in reply, asserted 
that Sir Nicholas Waite had been guilty of fraud, in making 
an overcharge in the purchase of the Company’s goods, to the 
amount of thirty-five thousand rupees, and that he had promised 
this sum to Rustum, the broker, if he would use his infiucnce 
with the Governor, to detain Sir John Gayer, and the London 
Company’s Council, in confinement 

Under such dissentions, not only the United Trade, but 
the separate interests of the London and English Companies, at !it 
Surat, were necessarily suspended ; and this appears to have 
been the state of affairs, when the Dutch fleet appeared off Surat, 
and when the agreement was made between the Governor and 
the Dutch Company. Mr. Proby immediately applied to the 
Governor, to have liberty of trade granted to the English, and 
the restraint on their persons taken off, and, in answer, received 
assurances, that, as a settlement had been made with the Dutch, 
his requests would be complied with. 

4 K 2 


In 



iS20 ANXrAI.S OF THE HONOBABU 

CHAP. HI. In this critical state of the trade, the United Council was 

1706-7. filled up; — Mr. Bendall to be President; Mr. Proby, Second; 

Mr. Wyche, Third ; and Mr. Boone, Fourth that is, two of 
the London Company's servants, to be First and Third,, and two 
of the English Company’s, to be Second and Fourth : — ^these no- 
minations, however. Sir Nicholas Waite disapproved, though 
Sir John Gayer, (still in confinement,^ allowed this Council to 
employ, for the United Trade, all the civil servants of the Lon- 
don Company whom he could spare. 

Tlie first transaction of the United Council, after remov- 
ing to the English Company’s Factory at Surat, was to obtain 
permission to ship off the Company’s goods, which had so long 
remained in store ; and, in the letters accompanying them, they 
requested the Court’s protection against the malicious representa- 
tions of Sir Nicholas Waite, under whose orders they regretted 
they had been unfortunately placed. 

Sh’ Nicholas Sir Nicholas Waite’s report to the Court, on the state (ff 

Waite’t re- 

port on the affairs at Bombay, in substance, was, that he had refused passes 

civil and mi- ^ ^ 

litary service to the Mogul ships, destined for Mocha and Juddah. till the 

at Bombay, o i j 

Btthitcriiii. port of Surat should be opened for trade, and, indeed, to 
any ships, except those belonging to the Company’s Settlements, 
or to the English in their service ; — ^that he had ordered the 
passes, which the inhabitants of Mahim had taken from the 
Portuguese Governor of Bassein, to be disregarded, and the 
ships and cargoes confiscated; — that the civil servants were 
extremely deficient in number, having only six at Bombay, 
three at Car war, three at Calicut, one at Tellicherry, and 

three 
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three at Anjengo, and, therefore, that a supply of twelve intelligent 

men, who understood business, and twelve Writers, would be i7Q6‘7* 

necessary; — that the military force was equally deficient, and 

required, besides supplies of stores, large reinforcements of 

soldiers, and twelve commissioned officers to discipline them 

and that he had been obliged, in order to keep up the appearance 

of the three standing companies, to hire thirty-one Topasses, 

and to new clothe the whole,, but intended to deduct the charges 

from their pay. 

In this state of affairs, it is not surprising that all the 
accounts given of the trade, are general, and that no specific 
information is conveyed to the Court, on the subject, either of 
sales or purchases ; except that Sir Nicholas Waite had sent vessels 
to bring up the pepper from the Out-factories, for the safety of 
which he was in considerable alarm, from the depredations 
committed by Conajee Angria, a Mabratta pirate.<>> 

However discouraginff the report of the preceding season Agent Lock’* 

^ ^ ^ report on the 

was, respecting the Company’s claims for arrears of customs, in 
Persia, the expedient of applying for a “ Rogom,” or order, c«mpany-saf- 
by Agent Liock, for recovery of the arrears, had succeeded; 
for he informed the Court, this season, that he had obtained 

an 

Letters from Sir John Gayer and Council at Surat to the Courts of Managers, 

and of the London Company, 2Sth April, 12th November 17O6, 7‘h and 13th February, and 

1st March 1706-7. Letters from Mr. Proby and Mr. Bonnell, and the United Council at 

Surat, to the Court of Managers, 13th September 1706. 20th January, l4th and 20th 

February 1706-7. Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Bombay to the 

Courto of Managers, and of the English Company, Qth May, 3d October, 24th December 
l70tf, 23 d January, and lyih March 1706-7. 
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CHAP, ni . iin order for one thousand tomands, for the year’s customs 
'1706-7* which had, for so long a time, been the subject of dispute 
and negotiation, though he was doubtful, whether he should 
•receive payment from the Shahbunder, who was in disgrace ; 
— ^that he had, also, procured another order for the payment 
of the late arrears of customs, amounting to 5,981 tomands, 
of which the proportion belonging to the London Company, 
was 2,306 tomands; — of this whole amount of 5,981 tomands, 
the Agent and Council had actually received silk in payment, 
estimated at 2,219 tomands, of which the proportion, belonging 
to the London Company, was 855 tomands. 

At the close of the season, the trade wore a still more 
promising aspect, for Mr. Lock reported to the Bombay Govern- 
ment, that tlie greatest part of the broad-cloth had been sold, at 
a profit of sixteen per cent., and that he had succeeded in col- 
lecting a larger investment of Persian produce than usual ; but, 
from Sir John Gayer’s account, who was entrusted with the 
winding up of the <London Company’s affairs, Mr. Lock had 
not been equally 'Successful in disposing of their remains of 
cloth and other goods, before those of the United Company 
came into competition with them, in the market, and, therefore, 
had sold them at extremely low prices.^*) 
put’s'repnrt Tliough the death of Aurungzebc was known at Madras, 
cal ttuvu^ ' close of this season, the documents which remain to 

ascertain, 

(1)— Letter from Agent Lock and Council, at Ispahan, to the Court of the London 

Company, Slst October 1706. Letter from Sir John Gayer, at Surat, to the Court of 

the London Company, 12th November 1706.— — Letter from Sir Niclioias Waite, at 
Surat, to the Court of Managers, l/lh March 1706-7, 
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sscertain, either the proceedings of the Native Powers, in its 
vicinity, or of President Pitt, do not come lower down than 1 ^ 06 -/. 

sions, OH they 

the month of February 1706-7 ; Hence, in tracing the events affected the 

£ngli*^h Set- 

aifecting the Presidency of Fort St. George, we have only to iiemenu and 

trade on thfl 

state the transactions of the Native Powers, influenced by the Coron>audel 

Coait. 

anticipation of an event, which, for so many years, had been 
considered as the signal for a general war in Hindustan. 

It may be recollected, that this |)art of the Mogul Empire 
was less affected by the prospect of the Emperor’s death, than 
the Western and Eastern Provinces had been ; because, from 
the commencement of Aurungaebe’s reign to its close, the sub- 
jugation of the Decan had kept thfe greatest part of the Mogul 
regular forces in this quarter of the Peninsula, and even the 
Emperor, himself, had continued in it, for several years, to com- 
mand his army ; and the subordinate officers, to whom portions 
©f the Provinces, bordering on the English stations, had been 
entrusted, acted in obedience to the Mogul, without attempting 
insurrection or rebellion. 

This state of affairs accounts for the appearance of force 
under those Nabobs, disturbing the manufactures from Avhich. 
the Company drew their goods, and frequently menacing the 
English fortified Settlements, but accepting of partial bribes,, 
to desist from victual attacks on them. 

President Pitt, in this season, therefore, represented; that 
the investments had been obstructed, by these armies carrying, 
on a desultory war, which- had destroyed the crops -that, at' 

one 
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CHA P m. one time, tlie Nabob had approached so near to Madras, as St. 

1706-7. Tliomd*, and signified a wish to visit the President in form, 
which was agreed to ; but on his approaching the town, ac- 
companied by a greater body of troops than had been settled, 
it was deemed prudent to refuse him admittance. 

At this crisis, large parties of Mahrattas fortunately made 
a plundering incursion into the Carnatic, which obliged the 
Nabob to assemble his army, and march to expel them. Fort 
St. David was, in the same manner, menaced by Nabob Doud 
Khan, who had passed near it with his army, in consequence 
of a war between him, and the Hindoo Chief in Tanjore, 
(for it will be reeollected, that this district remained under a 
branch of the Sevagee race, after the conquest of Visiapore 
and Golcondah) and, subsequently, to resist the army of the 
Nabob of Tritchinopoly ; — the President had, therefore, been 
obliged to send the Nabob a present of broad-cloth, which had 
been well received, and his army passed the place without 
hostility. 

Under these circumstances. President Pitt stated to the 
Court, that the garrisons of the two Forts were weak, and 
would require a supply of recruits, for he had, this season, re- 
ceived only foursoldiers, when four hundred were wanted, to 
make up the two garrisons to their proper complement. 


—His report 
on the general 
interests of 
the United 
Trade. 


On the general interests of the Union, President Pitt stated, 
that the resource from the silver, which had been sent out, as stock, 
had been affected, by tlie low price at which it sold on the Coast, 


which had induced him to remit the greater part of it, to Bengal^ 


where 
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brought nine, and nine and a half per cent, more than at Fort St. 

George; and that he had been oJdiged to accept, after consulta- 1/06 -7. 
tion, the bills drawn by the Governor of Bcncoolen, to the amount 
of forty-nine thousand dollars, and, subsequently, to (he farther 
amount of twenty-three thousand nine hundi'ed dollars, for, 
otherwise, the trade at that Settlement, must have been at a stand ; 
but not being satisfied with the conduct of the Governor he 
had sent Mr. Glessell, Mr. Wright, and Mr. Deane, to fill 
up the vacancies in that Council, and to report on the actual 
state of affairs, to him, or to his successor, as he proposed 
returning to Englaiul, in January l^O/. 

On the separate affairs of the London Company, President —On ihe sc-. 
Pitt introduced his report with staling, that, in his opinion, they rfsts of iiic- 

* ^ London 

had been rash and hasty, in forming an Union with the English Company. 
Company, because, if all their servants at Surat and diengal, had 
acted with the same firmness, as had been manifested at Fort St. 

George, the whole of the interferences of the English Company 
with the London Company’s trade and privileges would have 
terminated in their ruin, or, to use his own language, “ there 
“ would not, by this time, have remained a New Company’s 
man in India ; ” but that, considering the conduct of Sir 
Nicholas Waite, and the licence which had been given him, to 
continue his unjustifiable proceedings, which had nearly brought 
the Company’s trade on the West Coast to a stand, it was fortu- 
nate, perhaps, that the Union had taken place ; for such had 
been his absurd violence, that Mr. Brabournc would not ac- 

4 L t ppf- 


VOE. III. 
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chap. Ill, cept the office of Deputy Governor of Bombay, because he would 

I 7 O 6 - 7 ’. not serve under a man, whose behaviour he represented to he 
so absurd, that the civil servants of the Company, in that 
quarter, had declai’ed, “ they would rather be private centincls 
at Fort St. George, than serve as Second in Council under 
Sir Nicholas Waite.'^ 

President Pitt farther reported, that he would not accept 
any bills drawn from Bencoolen, on the separate account 
of the London Company, and that, at last, he had ascer- 
tained the amount of the United Company’s debt to the 
London Company, to be upwards of ninety thousand pagodas,, 
and had sent home, on their separate account, this season, 
an investment, estimated at 5,898 pagodas ; but there was 
no [irobability of their “ recovering a penny of the Chinese 
“ debt.” 

—On the sc On the separate interests of the English Company, 

parate iiUe- , i i i i i 

rests of the President Pitt reported, that having received their letter 

KnglishConi- i i 

pany* of the 2d March 1705-6, (the substance of which was given 
in their home transactions of that season,) he conceived tliat, 
as they had vested him with a controling power over their ser- 
vants, in winding up their separate affairs, the blame which 
they had imputed to him, in discharging this duty, was not less 
improper than unjustifiable ; — that he had, agreeably to orders, 
investigated the claims of the Native Merchants, and found 
them to be just, under all the eireumstanecs in which they had 
furnished goods for successive investments, and had drawn bills 

for 
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for the amount, at ten shillings and six-pence the pagoda j chap hi. 
an exchange which, though they might consider to he high, was, I7O6-7. 
in fact, lower than could have been obtained by any person 
but himself, who, from having been Presi<lent for the JLondon 
Company, and actually President for the United Company, had 
acquired the confidence of the monied men in the Settlement; 
adding, that pagodas, at tluit time, were at the exchange of 
thirteen shillings and six-pence, hnd that the Dutch would not 
lend one, under eighteen shillings ; “ he, therefore, left it to the 
** world to judge, which had acted with more honor, or honesty, 
himself or the New Company ; — himself, who had examined 
“ the claims of the Black Merchants, and found them just, and 
“ drawn bills to pay them, or the New Company, who had refused 
“ to honor those bills, drawn for the support of their Factories, 
when starving, or to pay their debts to widows and orphans.” 

President Pitt, lastly, informed the Court of Managers, His report t« 

the Court of 

on the subject of the investment, that though cottons were Managers on 

the invest- 

scarce and dear, he had entered into two contracts, at Fort ment. 

St. David, on good terms, the one amounting to eighty thou- 
sand, and the other to fifty thousand pagodas, and that the 
Lipyal Cooke had been dispatched with a cargo, estimated at 
37,950 pagodas, Jind the Loyal Merchant with a cargo, of the 
value of 59,800 pagodas.*^'^ 

4 L 2 From 

(1) — Letters from President Pitt and Council to the Court of Managers^ 12th Septem- 
ber, Qth October 1706, 3 1 st January, 10 th, 14 th and l(Jth February 17067. Lcttcis 

from President Pitt and Council to the Court of the London Company, 9th and 2 1st 
September 1706. — - Letters from President Pitt t© the Court of the English Company, 

21st September 170(?. 
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CHAP^r. From the report of the Governor and Council at Bekcoo* 

I7O6-7. LEN to the Court of Managers, it appears, that they still con- 

State ol the . 1 . 

Com))any’s tinued to considcr themselves independent of Fort St. George, 

affairs at Ben- 

cooien, at but, as Stated in the preceding article, they had drawn bills on 

this juncture. . . ' 

that Presidency, to a large amount, though those bills had, 
on consultation, been honoured, rather from a sense of duty 
to the Company, than from any approbation of the manner in 
which the money had been lai 3 out : — this opinion President Pitt 
considered of such force, that he had sent three persons from 
Fort St. George to be Second, Third, and Fourth of Council 
at Bencoolen ; but the Governor at that station, refused to 
admit them, on which Mr. Glcssel returned to Fort St. George, 
while Mr. Wright and Mr. Deane remained, and accepted the 
rank of Junior Members of Council. The Governor described 


York Fort to be nearly completed, and that he had settled a 
Factory at “ Judickett,” to the northward of Bencoolen, and 
sent a corporal and four Buggesses, for its protection, 
liut that he was in great need of a supply of slaves for 
labourers ; — that the pepper plantations, which, in the preceding 
year, he had reported as lately formed, promised to yield a 
large quantity of produce ; and that he had dispatched the ship 
Hampshire, fully laden, for Europe.<‘> 


The Settle- Tlic Benoae Pioviiices do not appear, in this season, to 

tr.itle in Ben- have felt the same apprehensions, respecting the civil wars so 


gallessafFcct- 
fil by the 
i'ouvuNions 


long anticipated from the great age of Aurungzebe, but to have 

continued 


(1) — Letters from the Governor and Council at Bencoolen to the Court of Managers, 
.18th September and lllh October 1700. 
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continued nearly under the circuinstunces in which they were ciiap ui. 
described, in the preceding year. An agreement had been made 170 (^ 7 . 
with the Duan, for a “ Sunnud,” for liberty of trade, and to ihiofir'’’" 
settle a Factory at Cossinibuzar, for which a present of twenty- Company* 
five thousand rupees had been promised, on which he per- 
mitted the Company’s “ dusticks,” or passes, to proceed without 
interruption, and, subsequently, had given permission to use 
the mint at Muxadavad, under the usual privileges. 

The only appearance of interruption was the arrival of 
an order from the Mogul, in May, to stop the Dutch trade 
in Bengal ; but this had no influence on the proceed- 
ings of the United Council, except that of inducing them to 
order additional works, to strengthen Fort William (the garrison 
of which consisted, at this time, of one hundred and twenty- 
five soldiers, of whom forty-six were Europeans, exclusive of 
the gunner and his crew), that • the town of Calcutta, (which 
was now regularly built, and the inhabitants and revenues 
increasing,) might be under the protection of the guns. 

On tlte subject of trade, the United Council reported to the Rf'port of 
Court of Managers, that they had paid to the London Company, Bengal, on 

the United 

53,215 rupees, and to the English Company, 4^,654 rupees, for Trade, 
their separate expences on the Dead Stock, since the commence- 
ment of the Union ; — and that it had been found expedient to 
continue the Factory at Patna for another season, and to send 
up seventy thousand rupees, to purchase forty thousand maund of 
the best saltpetre j and,, likewise, to station two Factors at 

Cossimbuzar, 
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CHAP. Ill , Cossimbuzar, with a stock of 43,800 rupees, to resettle that 

I 7 O 6 - 7 . Factory, under the Duan’s protection. 

On the sopa- The uccount given of the separate interests of the London 

rate inierosts 

of the Lon- Company, in substance, was, that the United Council had re- 

don Com- 

pany- ceived the bullion by the Tankerville, amounting to a^l2,289, 
which sum with the money paid by the United Trade, on account 
of Dead Stock, or 53,215 rupees, and the remains of the proceeds 
of their Europe goods, or 27,659 rupees, had enabled them to 
clear off nearly the whole of the London Company’s debts in 
Bengal ; — that they had, also, examined the English Company’s 
account of their expences of Dead Stock, which, in many par- 
ticulars, they had found erroneous, several articles having 
been purchased, on account of merchandize, which had been 
charged to the account of Dead Stock, and, therefore, on the 
whole, the interc.st due by the United Trade, to the London 
Company, amounted, at this period, to 28,033 rupees. 

On the sepa- Tlic account given of the separate interests of the 

rate interests 

o< the En- English Company was, that the United Council hud sold all the 

glish Com- ^ 

p.ai)y. remains t)f their goods, which amounted to 26,273 rupees, but 
had not been able to recover a rupee from Sir Edward Littleton, 
whose debts now amounted to 227,522 rupees ; and had 
received from the United Trade, 41,031 rupees, on account 
of the Dead Stock of the English Company ; — that, by 
these means, they had laden on the Frederic, goods, on 
their separate account, estimated at 49,649 rupees, and on 
the Halifax, to the value of 21,483 rupees, which sums 

would 



would nearly include the whole of their remains, as some lesser ^ ^ap. iit . 
articles, only, were now to be recovered. 1/Ob-/. 

The report concluded with the following list of ships and Amount of 

, , . Bengal 

investments, dispatched, on the United Company s account, this investment 
season, viz. the Frederic, with an investment estimated at 
282,250 rupees; the Tankerville, with 236,333 rupees; the 
Loyal Merchant, with 56,762 rupees; and the Halifax, with 
396,969 rupees. O 

Though, in the preceding season, the garrison at Ban jar- Report on 
Massin, and the fortifications, were reported as scarcely erpial 
to the defence of the place against the Natives, instigated by the jar-M -ssin. 
Chinese to revolt, it appears that the Agent and Council had taken 
the most active measures for its defence, after they had heard 
of the disaster of Pulo-Condore. It is probable, this event induced 
them, (after stating to the Court, that the inhabitants at the 
English Settlement at Banjar-Massin consisted of one Chief and 
four Members of Council, one Factor, three Writers, one offi- 
cer, twenty-five English, three Dutch, and ten Maccassar sol- 
diers, nine European artificers, thirty Javanese cari>entcrs, five 
Chinese carpenters, two Chinese bricklayers, seventy labourers, 
thirty slaves, and nine European seamen,) to request a supply of 
one hundred Europeans, as the fortifications were completing, 

and 


(1) Letters from the United Council in Bengal to theCourt of Managers, 3 1st Decem- 
ber 1706, and 24th January 1706-7. Letters from the Separate Council for the London 

Company, in Bengal, to their Court, 1st January 1706-7. Letters from the Separate 

Council for the English Company, in Bengal, to their Court, 26th December 1706, and 
27th January 1706-7. 
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CHAP. Ill, and liad been faced with brick, which would require a supply 
I7O6-7. of bricklayers and carpenters from England ; — that the 
work would, however, take two years to finish it, and they 
hoped the expence would not exceed ,^ 12 , 000 ; but a large 
supply of military stores, of every kind, would be wanted. 

As an inducement to persevere in maintaining this Settlement, 
the Agent reported to the Court, that the Island would yield 
pepper, gold, diamonds, dragon’s blood, wax, cloves, bark, 
and canc,s, proportions of which might be profitably exchanged 
for Coast goods, and for China produce, brought annually 
l)y the junks : — the pepper, however, or the staple article 
for which the Settlement had been formed, could not be 
wholly engrossed by the Company, as the Chinese bought, 
at lea.st, one-third part of it ; — that, from the first csta- 
blishmcnt, there had been shipped six thousand and eleven 
ton.s of pepper, but the shipping sent out had exceeded the 
quantity of produce which could be collected, for an investment 
in this article : — In the vessels dcstinctl for this trade it would 
he proper, that the burden of each should not exceed three 
hundred tons, and, perhaps, it would be preferable to have 
them under that size, a<!, in that case, they could lay before the 
Factory, under the protection of the guns ; — it would be neccs- 
.sary, also, that the ships should arrive, betivcen the months of 
August and March, in each season, which would prevent demo- 
rage, and enable the Agent more quickly to dispatch them. <*) 

It 

(J) — Letters from the Agent and Council at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, to the Court of 
n:Kc*rs_, 23d and 25th November I'JOQ, 2(jih and 3lBt January 1700-7. 
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It is but occasionally that the Company’s records furnish 
any information from St. Helena ; that Island, as a Settlement, 1766-7. 

1 • , 1 . t 1 . . Capture of 

being under fixed regulations, which were only varied according two of the 

Company’s 

to events. In this season, the capture of the Company’s ships shir*, by two 

French men 

Queen and Dover, by two French men of war, in St. Helena of war, at 

St. Helena. 

Roads, on the 1st June 1766, was occasioned, in Governor 
Poirier’s opinion, by the captains not having brought their 
vessels sufficiently under the protection of the Fort, and, there- 
fore, he submitted, that instructions should be given to the 
commandei's to moor their vessels, in future, within the range 
of the guns. <6 


(1) — Letter from the Governor and Council of St. Helena to the Court of Managera, 
11th August 1 706 . 


VOL. III. 


4 M 



634 


AMKALS OF THE HONOBABEE 


1707 - 8 . 


CHAP. Ill, 

iTofTs. 

Retrospect of 
events^ lead- 
tog, in this 
year, to the 
completion 
of the Union 
between the 
two Compa- 
nies. 


The period was now approaching, at which, by the Deedf 
of Union of 1^02, the London and ^English Companies were 
bound to wind up their separate stocks, that the whole of 
the East-India trade might be merged into that of the United 
Company. By a reference to the preceding Annals it will appear, 
that, at the outset, the Committees of the London Company, 
and the Directors of the English Company, proceeded in their 
respective capacities, rather under the impression of acting for 
their separate interests, than of founding, on the experience of 
tlie one, or on the speculations of the other, a system for an, 
United East-India trade,, in a shorter time„ thank the Deed had 
prescribed j and, by a like reference,, it will appear, that the 
Committees of the London Company,, probably from being 
possessed of larger funds and more experience, were sooner 
disposed to recede from these narrow principles, than- the 
Directors of the English- Company... 

The events of the few last years have discovered the 
Committees of the London Company nearly winding up their, 
separate interests,, and, in their public conduct, as Members of 
the Court of Managers, eontributing their aid, and instructing: 
their servants abroad,, to asrist their former opponents, but now 
colleagues, in adjusting their concerns ; and have, also, dis- 
covered,. that the Directors of the English. Company, though 

publicly 
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publicly Acquiescing with the Court of IN^anagers in the same cha p, in. 
principles, were sending private orders to their servants abroad, 1707 - 8 . 
authorizing them to keep alive that opposition, which was cal- 
culated to retard, rather than to accelerate, either the winding 
up of their own affairs, or bringing the general interests into a 
state in which the Union -could be rendered practicable, or 
efficient. 

At the close of the season we are about to review, a I0.111 of 

this selfish spirit was laid aside, and those persons employed /or'th^p^c 

abroad, who had acted from interested or vindictive motives, were quiieii from 
1/* • 1 1*1 United 

removed, from their situations ; but this diange did not arise so Company, 
much from conviction of the impropriety of their conduct, as 
from event, which, though unconnected with Indian affairs, 
necessarily brought all opposition to a conclusion. 

The public resources, required to maintain a general war in 
Europe, called tor aids from every Corporation, and, among 
others, from the East-India Company, The Earl of Godolphin, at 
this time Lord High Treasurer of Great-Britain, and Chief Mi- 
nister of Finance, required of the East-India Companies, a 
loan to the public, of ^1,200,000 : — ^The recollection of what 
had occurred in 1698, when a loan was offered and accepted 
from the Greneral Society, (subsequently the English East- 
India Company,} induced all parties to lay aside their animosities 
and particular interests, and to unite in meeting this public 
demand ; for it was foreseen, that, had the Court of Managers, 

(as the London Company at that time did,} hesitated about the 
sum they were to give, or attempted to make a bargain on 

4 M 2 narrow 
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CHAP. III. narrow principles^ new mercantile speculators might have arisen^ 

1707-8. who would have advanced the money; and that, if the Lon- 
don, English, and United Companies, had not been superseded, 
the whole might have had to encounter a new rival, fostered 
and assisted by the Private Merchants, who were again bring- 
ing up the impracticable scheme of an open trade, and sup- 
porting that scheme, by again describing the regulated 
commerce of the East-India Company as an odious monopoly. 

Sir Nicholas This opinion was not only probable, but its influence, 

Waite dis- 1 • 1 

missed by the at this time, is marked, by the acts which appear on 

Court of Ma- ^ , 

nagera. the rccords of the Court of Managers in this season ; who, 
instead of encouraging Sir Nicholas Waite in his narrow 
and selfish projects of continuing himself in power, and retain- 
ing Sir John Gayer, and the London Company's oldest and 
best servants in confinement, dismissed him the service, and 
appointed a new General and Council at Bombay, four of whom 
were to constitute the President and Council at Surat. The 
general instruction given to this Council was, to lay aside 
animosities of every kind, and to exert their best endeavours for 
tlie liberation of Sir John Gayer and his Council; — and, in 
discharging their duties to the United Company, they were to 
follow such plans as he should recommend, not only for the 
general interest, but for winding up the interests of the se- 
parate Companies. 

Having traced the source of the cvehts, which were 

ActofParlia- ® 

ment ( 6 (h calculated finally to adjust the separate interests of the two 

QuctnAnne) J j * 

authorizing Companies, and which had an immediate eflfect on the proceed- 

£atl Godcl- ing^ 
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ings and conduct of the Court of Managers, we are prepared c hap, iii . 
to review the particulars in the Act, 6th Queen Anne, cap. 17, 17^17*8. 
which passed, ostensibly, for raising the sum of ,200,000 for tending" Lr 
the public service, but which, from its provisions, will be found IhrunUed 
to comprehend and settle, by an appeal to the Award of the Ma'r"ch^23ih° 
Earl of Godolpbin, all those jarring interests, which bad, ^ 
hitherto, divided the attention of the Committees and Directors 
of the two Companies, and, in many instances, placed at 
variance the orders of the Court of Managers, and the sepa- 
rate instructions of the Members who composed it. 

Tlie preamble of this Act recited the substance of the Act, 

9th William III., cap. 44. ; or, “ an Act for raising a sum, not 
“ exceeding two millions, upon a fund for payment of annui- 
“ ties, after the rate of eight per cent, per annum, and for 
“ settlinff the trade to the East-Indics.” It also recited the 
Charters, or Letters Patent, dated the 3d and 5th September, 
lOth William III. (1698), for establishing The General Society 
and The English East-India Company. It farther recited the 
Act, 11th William III. (1699), enacting that the London 
Company should remain a Body Corporate and Politic, till the 
redemption of the fund granted by the preceding Act ; and ajso, 
the Indenture Tripartite, dated the 22d July 1762, bet\veen the 
Queen and the London and English Companies ; and then pro- 
vided, that the English (United) Company, in behalf of them- 
selves, and of the London Company, united by the said Indenture 
Tripartite, cr Deed of Union, should advance to the Queen the 
sum of .^1,200,000, as a loan for carrying on the war, without 

any 
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additional interest ; — that, to enable the said Company to 
1707 - 8 . raise this sum, they were empowered, by this Act, to borrow 
^§^1,500,000, on securities, under the Common Seal of the 
English Company, (then in the hands of the Managers for the 
United Trade,) on account of the United Stock, or Fund ; and 
to call in money from their respective Adventurers, or Proprie- 
tors, for the purpose of repaying the said borrowed money, or 
the interest thereof ; — that the sum of ^1,200,000,. so advanced, 
should be deemed additional stock of the said Company, and 
exempted from all taxes; — that for the encouragement of 
the English (United) Company, tp continue their trade, 
it was enacted by this Act, that the proviso in the Act, 9th 
William III. (cap. 44.), “ that the English Company should 
“ cease and determine, on three years’ notice, after the 29th 
** September I 7 IU repayment of their capital stock of 

two millions,” should be repealed ; and that the English 
(United) Company, should, under this Act, continue to be a 
Body Politic and Corporate, till the 25th March 17^8, and then 
should cease and determine, on three years’ notice, and repay- 
ment of their capital of .5^3,200,000; — ^that the separate stock 
of the General Society, amounting to a^,200, should, by this 
Act, be confirmed, with all its privileges of trade ; but 
that it should be lawful for the English (United) Company, 
on giving three years’ notice of their intention, after the 
29th September 17 Hj to pay off the said separate stock, which 
should, after that period, be incorporated in the stock of the 
English (United) Company : — and, in order to a complete 

Union 
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Union between the London and English Companies, it was ^^*J*3^ * 
enacted, that all matters, stilt in difference between them, should, 
by desire of both Companies, be submitted to the Award of 
Sidney, Earl of Godolphin, Lord High Treasurer of Great- 
Britain ; such Award, under his Lordship’s band and seal, to be 
binding and conclusive on both Companies, and to be completed, 
on or before the 29th September 17^8, after which the London 
Company were to surrender their Charters, and the English 
Company assume the name of The Unitejj Company op Mer- 
chants OP England trading to the East-Indies ; and 
the persons who, at the time of the said surrender, might be 
Managers of the United Trade, were to be the Directors of the 
United Company, till the next election. 

From the events which had occurred in the Courts of both Expjanation 

^ or the pro- 

Companies, at home and at their foreign stations, since their 
affairs were, in general, vested in the Court of Managers, and 
since the separate interests were winding up, by the respective 
Agents of the London and English Companies abroad, it became 
evident, not only to the Directors and Proprietors, but to the 
Legislature, that the authority of the State was required to be five per cent, 
interposed, at this juncture, to accomplish that Union, which 
opposing interests had so long retarded; and that this end could 

be 

( 1 )— RumcI's- I ndia Ac( 8. (8 Anne, cap. 17» page 46). 

Note.— By the Act, tOlh Anne, cap 26, the Corporate capacity of the United Con- 
pany is confirmed as perpetual, as, by this Act, it is expressly stated, that only the annuity, or 
yearly fund of .£160,000, should, on three years’ notice after the 25th March 1733, and on 
Bepaytnent of the loans of je3,200,000, cease and determine ; but not «' the Corporations 
•• erected in pursuance of former AcU, or the benefits of trade granted by them, or by anja 
** Charters made in pursuance thereof. 
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be only effected, by vesting Lord Godolphiu with powers to 
decide, ultimately, for all the parties concerned, and to declare, 
in the Act, that his decision shouldH[>e final. 

From the provisions in the Act, it next appears, that tlie 
stoclt, or funds, of the United Company, were enlarged and 
improved, notwithstanding the rate of interest, (eight per 
cent.) on the two millions advanced to Government by the Ge- 
neral Society, and the English Company, was reduced to five per 
cent. ; because the stock, or funds of the Company, were now 
encreased to .^£3, 200, 000 ; and the sum of .§£160,000, which 
had been originally assigned by the Act of 1698, for the pay- 
ment of interest, at eight per cent., from certain duties on salt, 
parchment, &c. was continued as a separate fund, applicable 
to the payment of interest by the Public, on the loans of the 
Company to Government, of ^3,200,000, which thus reduced 
the rate of interest to five per cent. 

From the preceding events, and from the Act, it also appears, 
that all the grants to the London Company, and the Charter to 
the English Company, proceeding on the Act of 1698, were con- 
firmed to the United Company ; and, at the same time, the 
Important explanation is introduced, that the exclusive privileges 
of trade were to extend to the year 1726. 

It will, therefore, be interesting to look at the measures 
which, in this state of affairs, the Managers of tlie United 
Trade, and the Committees of the London, and the Directors 
of the English Companies, adopted, to prepare their foreign 
Settlements for the Award of Lord Godolphin, which, it had 

been 
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been enacted, should be completed befoi'c the 29th September 

iroa iro7-8. 

The Court of Managers, under tlic circuiustanccs which 
have been described, appointed a new General and Council at 
Bombay: — Mi*. Aislabie, formerly in the London Company’s 
service, was nominated to be General ; Mr. Proby, Second in 
Council ; Mr. Bendall, Third ; Mr. Goodshaw, Fourth ; Mr. 

Wyche, Fifth ; Mr. Mildraay, Sixth ; Mr. Boone, Seventh ; 
and Mr. Oakley, Eighth ; with orders to select four of them- 
selves to be President and Council at Surat, and such number 
of Factors and Writers, as they might think the service would 
require. 

On intimating this appointment to Mr. Aislabie, they 
desired that all former animosities might be laid aside, and 
explained to him, that the final settlement of the United Trade, 
at the desire of the Joint Committees of both Companies, had, 
by Act of Parliament, been confided to the Award of Lord 
Treasurer Godolphin. The Court of the London Company 
notified to Sir John Gayer, that Sir Nicholas Waite had been 
dismissed the service of the United Company; — lamented his 
long confinement at Surat, and informed him that Mr. Aislabie, 
who had been appointed General at Bombay, at their recom- 
mendation, had, with his Council, received the most positive 
orders to use every effort for his liberation ; — that, therefore, 
they expected he would afford his best advice to Mr. Aislabie, 
in winding up whatever related to their separate afimrs, who 

4 N 


vox.. III. 



t , ■ 

1542 Annals (ir the honorable 

C HAP. Ill , also had received orders to pay attention to such afdvice (is 
1707-®* might afibrd him on that subject. ■ 

The Court of the English Company softened, as 'much ds 
they could, to Sir Nicholas Waite, the event of his dismission, 
by informing him, that the Court of Managers had thought fit 
to “ disTonfinue ” him from being General at Bombay ; but, 
they retained, even in this last communication to' him, a portion 
of that narrow policy, by which they had been guided ; for 
instead of thanhing him, in general terms, for his services, they 
explained those services to have consisted in preserving their (the 
English Company’s) affairs from being “ embroiled^" with those 
of the London Company, and desired him to deliver whatever 
might remain of their property to the General and Council 
at Boiiibay they, likewise, required Mr. Proby and Mr. 
Bbnneir to deliver all their papers and books to the new Gene- 
ral, having requested him to act impartially, in adjusting and 
winding up their interests, and to invest the remains in fine 
book-dofeca mushns, coffee, and indigo : — they, farther, re- 
commended their separate affairs to Mr. Proby, who had been 
nominated Second in Council at Bombay, at their particular 
request. 

General and The ordcrs of the Court of Managers to President Pitt, at 

separate in- ^ ^ 11 

itructions to JToKT Sx. Georg^, wcfc a Continuation, only, of those of the 

President 

Pitt, on ihe preceding 

t 

(1)— Letters from the Court of the Loudon Company to Sir John Gayer at Surat, and 

Mr. Aislabie at Bombay, 20th April 17O8. Letters from the Court of the English 

Com|>any to Sir Nicliobs Waite and Mr. Aislabie at Bombay, and Mr. Proby ahd ML Bon- 
nell at Surat, 20lh April 1708. 
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preceding year. Having sent him, on the ships, of th^ season, 
destined for the Coast, the sum of ^100,000, they .greeted, 
that it should he applied to pay oft* all the debts due by the 
United Trade, to the London Company, either on the Coast, or 
in Bengal. 

The separate orders of the London Company, to President 
Pitt, were equally concise, for though they expressed a disappoint- 
ment, that the goods which had come in the ships of the last sea- 
son, on their separate account, had not been more considerable, 
they continued their aftairs under his direction ; suggesting, that 
whatever remains of goods or cftects they might have on the 
Coast, should be remitted to Bengal, to be invested in the ftnest 
muslins, and that whatever could be recovered from Anqua’s 
debt ^should the proceeds of both not be equal to the discharge 
of their debts in Bengal} might be applied to the same purpose ; 
but, if insufficient to liquidate the whole, he was to draw bills 
for the amount on their Court. 

On, the relation between the Coast and Bencoolen, there 
appears, this season, no specific instructions. 

As in the preceding branch of their business, the. Court of 
Managers, this season, repeated to the United Council of Ben- 
gal, the same general orders as given last year. 

The separate orders of the London' Company discover, ..that 
they still continued their interest in Bengal, under the con- , 
trol of President Pitt, who had been directed to remit to Beii- 

4 N 2 ' gal 

(1) — Letters from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council of 
Fort St. George, lt>th April 17O8. 
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CHjiiP TIT .' gal the surplus of th^r property "bti tSw! Coasts *mtli iptfiney 
11 ^ 07 - 8 . to discharge their debts, and that 'Urhatever might .remain 
should be invested in fine muslins, but he was noi'>to admit any 
part of the English Company’s property, as Dead Stock, which 
actually constituted merchandize : — ^farther, as the Court of Ma- 
nagers had resettled the Factory at Cossimbuzar, it was expected 
the Agent entrusted with winding up the London Compa- 
ny’s affairs, would avail himself of this opportunity, to recover 
the old debt due to them at that station. 

In the separate orders of the English Company, their Court 
desired that every effort should be used to bring Sir Edward Lit- 
tleton to account, in which their former servants would receive, 
under the orders of the Court of Managers, the assistance of the 
United Council. As a considerable stock would remain to them 
in Borneo, it was to be remitted to Bengal, as an additional 
fund, to be invested in mulmull and doreea musHns. 

Final instroc- The instructions of the Court of Directors of the English 
EngiishCom- Company to the Agent and Council at Banjak-Massin, in the 
Agent* and*"^ Island of Borneo, are described to be final j as all orders, in 
Banjar-Ma«- future, froiti Ihe approaching Award of Lord Godolphin, could 
nco, only come from the United Company ; expedition^ therefore, and 
care in fulfilling these, their last instructions, would be required. 
As the remaining stock' of the English' Company, in Borneo, 
amounted to 157,490 dollars, the Agent and Council were 

required 

(1)— Letter from the Court of the Loudon Company to their Separate Council in 
Rengal> l<5ih April 1708.— Letters from the Court of the English Company to their 
Separate Council in Bengal, 8th October 1707, and iGth April 1709. 
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required to invest such proportion of this sum in pepper, us jvould chap. hi. 
not interfere with, or do prejudice to the United Trade in that 1707 -6. 
article, and to transfer the remainder to their Agent.s in Bengal ; 
expUuning, that if this could not be effected in silver, they were 
to endeavour to get it changed for gold, and to purchase, with 
whatever debts they might recover, pepper, wax, tetis, or any 
other commodities the country would afibrd, as a channel of 
remittance. 

It is remarkable, in these final instructions, that the Court, 
instead of ordering their investments to be sent on board the 
ships of the United Company, preferred their being put on board a 
Separate Stock ship, ^that is, the small outstanding stock of the 
General Society) and, in fact, engaged one, the Mermaid Gal- 
ley, for this service, on which the whole remains, either in goods 
or money, belonging to the English Company, were to be 
shipped, and consigned to the Council in Bengal. 

This circumstance proves the existence of a distinct trade 
on the Separate Stock ; and yet all writers on the subject either 
reject this fact, or hold it to be doubtful : — ^the existence of this 
stock is, however, established by the Act, 6th Queen Anne, 
cap. 17 , which declares the Separate Stock to be a distinct 
branch of East-India trade, till, it should come, by purchase, 
into the stock of the United Company, at the expiration of three 
years. 

The 

(1)— Letters from the Court of the English Company to the Agent and Council at 
Banjar-Massin^ in Borneo^ 25th June, 8th October and l6lh April 17O8. 
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rt liil Mogil Th^ events in Hindustan, at the death of Aurungzebc, 

Kmpire, in thohgh they caonot be connected in a series, from the documenta 

wir! foMbo atijong tlie Company’s records, may be appreciated fr(^ 

mccession. whicli they Iiad-on the safety and trade of the different 

Presidencies ; and as the detail is founded on the authority of 
persons interested in the recital, both from a sense of safety and 
of duty, it will furnish facts, by which we can form an opinion 
Of the consequences of the death of Aurungzebe, on the Mogul 
Empire. 

In this season, therefore, we must continue the arrange- 
ment observed in the two preceding years, respecting the fofqign 
transactions of the Company’s servants, at each of their Presi- 
dencies ; that is, the events which more immediately affected the 
dounfries in which the seats of their trade were situated, both 
with respect to safety and commerce, and the measures of the 
European Companies, struggling to preserve their privileges, 
amid these general political convulsions : — we can, thus, discover 
the sources of the first efibrts of the servants of the United 
Company, to uphold the privileges and trade of their predecessors^ 
and to w ind up, and bring into one concern, the remains of the 
L<ondon and English Companies. 

BeUxea state At the close of the preceding season, the death of Aurung- 

Qf I he Mogul rex e 

puwer in the zchc Wos generally known, with the result of the first wars for 

provinces ou 

the 
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the succession, — the victory, at Agra, of the army of Shah 
Auluin. — and the death of Sultan Azein and his sons, — 
and the accession of Shah Auluin to the Mogul throne, by India, 
the title of Bahader Shah. By these events, the Mogul Em- 
pire was, for a time, divided between Bahader Shah, the eldest 
son of Aurungzebe, who occupied and commanded the Central 
provinces, and Khan Buksh, the third son, who, remained Un 
the Deean, with that portion of the army which had been sta- 
tioned in that favourite theatre of Aurungzebe’s conquests. 

On the authority of the letters of the different Presidencies, 
we discover, that Khan Buksh had availed himself of the will 
of the late Emperor, and was assuming the government of 
that portion of it, which it was understood, in India, had been 
assigned to him ; — in these provinces he took the title of King 
of India, or King of Visiapore and Golcondah. From the Bom- 
bay and SoKAT dispatches we learn, that, notwithstanding 
the victory of Agra, Bahader Shah continued in the field with 
his army, confirming and consolidating his power at Delhi, but 
left the Western provinces, in the vicinity of Surat and Bombay, 

(whCTC he had no competitor,) to the administration of the 
officers who had been stationed in them by the late Emperor, 
without, however, supporting them by a military force, to keep 
in check the incursions, or conquests, of the Hindoo or Mahraft^ 

States. 

TheHindooChiefshad,foralongtime,beenpreparingarmies 

to assert their independence, when the power and authority of Au- 

jrungiebe should be dissolved, or when the civil wars for the succesr ||™’ 

sion 
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sion should divert the Mogul forces, which, during the adminis- 
1707-8. trationof the late Emperor, might have been brought to repel 

to thu Go- 

nerai ai Bom- their incui'sions, or to crush their rising power. These events 

bay and Pre- 

tideiicy of explain the circumstances which more particularly al&cted the 

Surat, pre- 

paratory to a European trade at Surat, the safety of Bombay, and the Factories 

general war ^ 

against t^he on the Malabar Coast, connected with the countries which more 

Mogul tin- ' 

P‘'°- immediately formed a part of the Mahratta dominions. 

This powerful people, it appears, though hitherto kept 
in check by the impressions which they had felt of the talents 
and energy of Aurungzebe, and though prepared to act on 
the first information of his death, paused, when that event 
actually took place, in entering on the war which they had 
meditated : a feeling which has often occurred, in every part of 
the world, on the death of a great and wise Sovereign, because 
the memory of his character upholds his Empire, till the weakness 
of his successors convinces neighbouring nations, that neither 
the force, nor the wisdom, with which he had supported his 
authority, remained to oppose them : — Surat, for this reason, was 
described, immediately after the death of Aurungzebe, and during 
the first war for the succession, to have continued quiet and 
undisturbed, and the Mahrattas, under the “ Sow-Rajah ** 
(Sahojee), a prince whose talents and wisdom were equal to those 
of his predecessors, Sevagee and Sambqjee, to be rather preparing 
for, than entering on hostilities against the Mogul. At this 
juncture, Sahojee addressed a letter to the General at Bombay, 
requesting a supply of arms, ammunition, European soldiers, 
and money: — ^The actual situation of the Mahratta frontiers, 

inland 
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inland and maritime, accounts for this suspension of action, and 
for the provident measures which this cautious Chief adopted, 1707-8. 
to consolidate his own power, before he should proceed to actual , 
hostilities against the Mogul Empire. 

Sahojee, on the one hand, was aware, that the Mogul 
army still remained in the Dccan, and that Khan Buksh had 
proclaimed himself King of Visiapore, or Bisnagur, (that is, 
of the countries which Aurungzebe had conquered, and had 
proposed to form into a large Soubah, which, by its situation, 
would keep in check the Hindoo Powers, and prevent their in- 
cursions, either into the interior provinces, or into the Carnatic ;) 
and, on the other hand, he had observed, that his conquests on 
the Malabar Coast might be checked, by the depredations and 
force of the Arab fleets from Muscat. 

The Arab fleets, which had, hitherto, only appeared as First naval 

establrsh- 

cruisers, overpowering the trade on the Malabar Coast, were now ment, by Co- 
adopting a more regular system of naval war, for they had obtain- griah, on the 

^ ® ^ ^ Malabar 

ed from the King of Pegu, permission to build ships at the ports Coast, 
in his country, and had spread their fleets over the seas 
which surround the Peninsula of India : already some of their 
ships carried from thirty to fifty guns, and they had made 
descents on several towns on the Malabar Coast, both to obtain 
plunder and a fixed station, from which they might annoy tlie 
trade, or with their collected fleets, resist the Mogul, or Mah- 
ratta fleets, or the more powerful vessels of the Eutopean na- 
tions. 

4 O I’Jk’ 
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chap. III . Tlie Mahrattas, on this occasion, equipped a fleet of sixty 
1707 - 8 . vessels, between. Bombay and Goa, which acted not only 
with the view of repelling the Arab fleets, but as pirates against 
all defenceless vessels ; while Conajec Angria, a Mahratta Chief, 
had, at this time, a fleet of considerable force, which had piracy 
for its only object, and though occupying a port in the Mahratta- 
country, and, therefore, deemed hostile to the Moguls, yet, like 
all Indian chiefs, kept his own power distinct, though he ac- 
knowledged a kind of political relation with the sovereignty with 
which his ports were connected. 

irapoiiiic lu a situation so critical, with respect to the Native Powers, 

conduct of 

^re might have expected unanimity between Sir Nicholas Waite, 

w th^th General at Bombay, and the Company’s Agents and Council, 

sidency of ^t Surat, but discover only reciprocal animosities. Sir Nicho- 
Surat. ^ ‘ ^ 

las Waite accused them of acting independently of his authority, 
and of assuming the title of President and Council of Surat, 
of refusing to send him copies of their hooks and consultations, 
and preventing the trade being brought from that port to Bom- 
bay,’ and the Agents justified themselves, from the necessity 
of ' such measures, because he had not only scut them no- 
stock from Bombay, but no instructions which it was prac- 
ticable for them to execute, and, therefore, to preserve the 
Factory and trade, they had been obliged to contract debts, o>i 
the United Company’s account, to the amount, this season, of 
48,000 rupees. 

With such an opposing adminilStration, it is not surprising 
to find, that the separate interests of the London and English 

Companies 
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Companies were not even hinted at, or Sir John Gayer’s cdn- CHAp.hi. 
fineinent at Surat luentioned ; and it is, also, not surprising, that 1/07 - 8 . 
any application for a Phinnaund was impracticable, more parti- 
cularly with the example of the Dutch before them, who, 
though supported by the appearance of force, had hitherto 
been unable to obtain that Phinnaund, the granting of which 
was among their stipulations in their treaty with the Governor 
of Surat ; and that the amount of the investments, this season, 
do not appear on record. 

To cover these defects, the arrangements respecting the 
revenue, and tlie request of an additional force for the defence 
of the Island of Bombay, formed the principal subject of Sir 
Nicholas Waite’s report : he stated, that the arrack farms 
had been placed in the hands of Agents, who were to manage 
them, because, when put up to sale, no person oflfered to 
take them? — that the same method had been adopted with the 
tobacco farms, by which a gain had been made, this season, 
of -22,328 xeraphins ; — that the Out-factories had, this year, 
been unproductive, no pepper having been obtained at Cai'war, 
from the confusion in the country, occasioned by a war between 
the Zamorin, and the King of Cochin; — ^that though the Cotnpa- 
ny had been offered the cession of the fort of Cranganore, at which 
the Dutch were engrossing the pepper to the southward, the 
state of the force at Bombay was such, that he could not accept 
<»f it, as he had not soldiers to gtarrison the place -that the 
giirrison at Bombay had been weakened by death, and from not 
having i*eceived recruits, or stores, of any kind ; — and that a 

4 0 2 reinforcement 
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reinforcement of forty gunners would be r^sejuired, to fortn an 
Artillery company for the castle, and cither a supply of ’seamen, 
or powers to impress them from the ships, with proper officers, 
military and naval, to command them. <’> 

When the situation of the Company’s general and particu- 
lar interests at Bombay, at the time when it was the duty of Sir 
Nicholas Waite to bring them into a state to be assigned to the 
United Company, Without being clogged with arrears, is contrasted 
with the situation of their affairs in Persia, (an Agency dependent 
on Bombay,) it will aflbrd an additional proof of his misconduct. 

On the relative circumstances of the Agent and Council in 
Persia, with respect to the government, it is stated, that the 
captures by the Arab and Mahratta pirates had been so nume- 
rous (the Diamond, a vessel from Bombay to Gombroon, hav- 
ing been taken on her voyage, in the month of February) that 
the King of Persia proposed to send Mirza Nazir, a mer- 
chant, to Bombay, and a nobleman, as his Ambassador, 
to Batavia, to solicit naval aid against the pirates. It was 
of importance to prevent the first plan, because Bombay 
was not in a situation to receive an Envoy, either by 
the appearance of its strength, or by having disposable ship- 
ping for the service solicited ; and of equal importance to 
prevent the second plan, because it might afford, if complied 
with, a preference to the Dutch in the Persian market ; and, 
therefore, it only remained with the Agent to promise, as soon 

as 


( 1 ) — Letters from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court of Managers^ 27th 
Sei'.tember, 2 Glh November 1707# and 25 lh March 17O8. 
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as the war in Europe should cease, that a sufficient naval force chap, nr. 
would be sent to destroy the pirates. 1707 - 8 . 

Under these circumstances, the Agent made eonsiderable 
exertions, in the years 1706-7 and 1707 - 8 , to recover the debts 
due to the London Company. In the former year he had received 
the greatest part of the arrears of customs, due at the time of 
the Union, or July 1702, which should be consigned to Sir John 
Gayer and Council at Surat ; but not having been able to 
dispose of their cloth at Ispahan, except at a loss, he had sent 
it, with four thousand sequins due by the Banians, to the 
same consignment, though he was doubtful, whether the 
thousand tomands, so long in dispute, or the debts at Tauris, 
could be recovered. 

In February I 707 - 8 , however. Agent Lock congratulated 
the JLondon Company, on having, at last, brought their separate 
affairs to a conclusion, as he had recovered the whole of the ar- 
rears of customs due to them, up to 22d July 1702, amounting 
to 2,306 tomands, and also their other separate debts, and con- 
signed them to Sir John Gayer, at Surat, with the exception 
of those at Tauris, and the thousand tomands, which had been 
entered on the United Company’s books, as JBad Debts, and thus 
had wound up the separate interests of the London Company, 
in Persia, in which they had no longer any books or accounts 
remaining. 

The 


(1)— Letter from tbo General and Council of Bombay to the Agent and Council in 
Persia, 12 th May 1707.—— Letter* from the Agent and Council at Ispahan to the Cjurt 
of the London Company, 25 th and 30 th July 1707, and l 6 th February 1707-3. 
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ci ^B . ni. The events which marked the first year of the civil war for 
1707’* the succession to the throne of the Mogul, and the degree in 

president ’i-ii zv* is • 

Pitt’s inie- which they, affected the provinces of that Empire, m the more 

resting re- , , 

port, on the immediate vicinity of Delhi, have, (as far as they could be 

political si- 

tuationof the oollected from the Company’s records, reffardinc Surat and 

Mogul Pow- ^ . » e 6 

er in the De- Bombay,) been referred to, in the first article of the foreign 

/can and Car- . , . ^ 

Italic. transactions of this season-; and, as the evidence was given 
by persons who ■ were in a situation to relate what they had 
observed, and whose safety and duties were afibeted by. them, 
the authenticity of the detail is unquestionable. We have, next, to 
collect from similar sources, those transactions, which were more 
immediately under the notice, or aflfected the trade and safety of 
the Company’s establishments, on the Coromandel Coast, 
which rest on the authority of Pi*esident Pitt, whose talents 
and probity, . in ' the whole of his administration, raised him 
above the rank of any of his predecessors or contemporaries. 

After the battle of Agra, President Pitt stated, that Shah 
Aulum, or Bahader Shah, had been recognized as Mogul, in 
the Central provinces of the Empire, and had continued in 
them, cunlirniing or consolidating his power ; but had left the 
Western provinces, with which Bombay and Surat were con- 
nected, to the precarious defence of the officers to whom 
Auriingzcbe had entrusted them ; — that the Mahrattas, instead 
of profiting from the circumstances in those countries, either by 
iocui'sious or by conquests, had rather paused in acting, and 
were preparing for a more regular war, by seeking supplies from 

the. 
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the European Factories, of arms and ammunition, and the aid c jtAP. ni , 
of European soldiers, to assist in disciplining his army, and ift' 
the management of that artillery, of which Sahojee appears, even' 
at this early time, to have anticipated the importance. 

In the Decan, from the report of the preceding year, it 
appeared, that Khan Buksli remained at the bead of the 
army which Aurungzebe commanded at the time of his death, 
and, instead of setting up for the throne of Delhi, was rather 
availing himself of that division of the Empire, which had been 
assigned to him by the will of his father, than taking measures 
for asserting his claim to the throne, or for preserving the 
integrity of the Mogul dominions ; — and that his object 
seemed to be the founding of an independent sovereignty 
in the Decan, to be extended from Visiapore, over the pro- 
vinces bordering, on the one hand, on the Mahrattri posses- 
sions, and, on the other, over the countries which stretch froiti 
this capital to the Carnatic, and include its Southernprovinccs. 

In this situation, the lesser Princes, or Nabobs, were uncertain 
what line of conduct they should pursue, for they had received 
DO orders from Delhi, requiring the declaration of their obe- 
dience to Bahader Shah, and were afraid, from the vicinity of 
Khan Buksh’s army, either to refuse submission to him, or to 
recognize his sovereignty. 

Tlie Nabob, who commanded in the provinces in the vicinity 
of Madras, assembled, what, in modern times, would be called 
an Army of Observation, partly to overawe the provinces, and 

parUy 
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chap. Ill , partly to resist the pretensions of Khan Buksh, till such time as 
1707 *8* he should receive orders from Delhi for his conduct, or till he 
should discover whether Bahader Shah acquiesced in the posses- 
sion of Yisiapore, and its dependencies, by his brother. This ap- 
pearance of force so far influenced the measures of Khan Buksh, 
that he sent a considerable army into the Carnatic, under his 
son, to require that the Nabob should either declare his alle- 
giance to his sovereignty, or act in open hostility against him. 

President Pitt described these armies to be large, and ap- 
proaching each other, but that, before coming to action, each, 
probably afraid of the issue, had agreed to an armistice, for four 
months ; — and that the Nabob had given a large bribe to Khan 
Buksh, to withdraw his army, and retired with his own, from 
the vicinity of the English Settlements. 

On the part of Khan Buksh, this hostility appeared to have 
been a measure of precaution only^, for no sooner was the 
Nabob’s army withdrawn, than that of the Sultan marched into 
his country, and in so menacing an attitude, that President Pitt 
took the best means he could, for the defence of Fort St. 
George, and intimated to the Court, the necessity of warding off 
tlie attack, by making a large present to this Sultan. 

One circumstance strongly marks the uncertainty, at this 
juncture, of who, ultimately, would become the possessor of 
the M«)gul throne. In Bengal, the sovereignty of Bahader Shah 
had been generally recognized, but, from the preceding events, 
it was doubtful, whether, in the Decan, that of Khan Buksh 
might not ultimately prevail ; for the Bengal Council sent to 

Madras 
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Madras, a rupee coined by Bahader Shah, (or Shall Aulum,^ and n i- 
desired that all rupees coined at the Fort, for Bengal, might be 17^7 -8* 
conformable to this specimen, as such coin, only, would be re- 
ceived, or pass in Bengal, whereas, at the Fort, those rupees 
could not be circulated, for fear, as President Pitt expresses 
it, of giving ofilence to Khan Buksh, the apparent King. 

The situation, thus, of President Pitt and his Council, as Embarrasneci 

situation of 

far as regarded the Mogul and Native Powers, was delicate and Madras, from 

® ® ’ disputes be- 

perilous, and not less so at Madras itself^ from the disputes ‘"'een paft*- 
which had arisen between the two principal Casts of Natives, jw Native io- 
inhabiting the Black Town, one of which he described by the 
name of the Right Handy and the otlier, the Left Hand Cast ; 
the former principally comprehending the boatmen, washermen, 
fishermen, barbers, and other servants; the latter, merchants, 
carpenters, blacksmiths, goldsmiths, oilmen, and shoemakers : — 
each threatened to leave the place, unless a superiority was assign- 
ed them over the other, and to retire to St. Thom6, or to the 
Dutch Settlements, which were disposed to receive them, from the 
expectation of revenue arising from their industry. The President, 
though he endeavoured to place them in sepai’ate quarters of the 
town, and set up stone pillars, to prevent their interferences 
with each other, yet was not able to stop the partial desertions 
of the Right-Hand Cast from the place, and was obliged, by 
conciliatory means, to pay attention to their prejudices, that he 
might preserve useful inhabitants, on whom the tr^de and 
revenues depended. 

4 P 
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With dangers^ therefore, from external enemies, and from 


-8. internal disputes, it required energy and wisdom, to preserve the 

—and from ^ • 

the power of Settlctneiit, at a time when the trade of the port was exposed 

the Arab ^ * 

fleet*. to the depredations of the Arab pirates, who, in this, and the 
preceding season, had taken ships and goods belonging to the 
Madras merchants, to the value of two lacks of pagodas. These 
events prepare us for the inference which President Pitt drew 
from them, or that, since the Mogul’s death, there appeared only 
plundering parties from the dilferent armies, and that it had 
been impracticable to carry on inland trade, or collect invest- 
ments ; and not less so, from the great strength of the Arab 
cruisers, to maintain a trade at sea, as the country vessels did 
notda re to leave their ports. 

Having given this view of the political and commercial 
circumstances of the Coast of Coromandel, it is surprising to 
find, that any means could have been devised, for providing 
an investment ^ and yet it appears, that a contract had been 
made at Fort St. David’s, for Coast goods, to the amount of 
eighty thousand pagodas, with discretionary powers to increase the 
purchases to thirty or forty thousand pagodas more, if the goods 
could be procured. These contracts, however, are rather to be 
viewed as measures for preserving the trade, by keeping up the 
demand on the industry of the Natives, than as obligations 
which, from their character, they would fulbll. “ When the 
** Europeans,” President Pitt observed, “ first settled in India, 
** they were mightily admired by the Natives, believing they 
** were as innocent as themselves ; but since, by their example, 



EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


659 


“ they are grown very crafty and cautious^ and no people better c hap, n i. 
** understand their own interest, so that it was easier to effect 1707 - 8 . 
** that in one year, which you sha’nt do now in a century, 

“ and the more obliging your management, the more jealous they 
are of you.” 

The resources for the investments, under all these circum- revenue* 

of Madras de*- 

stances, were, therefore, chiefly to be expected from England, be- pressed by 

^ ^ o ^ these events^ 

cause the revenues had been affected by the stagnation of trade ; 

^ nation of 

and none could be drawn from Vizagapatam, as it was a place 
rented of the Nabob, while those of Madras were diminished by 
the vicinity of St. Thome, which it would be expedient to rent or 
purchase, (whatever it might cost,) to remove neighbours, ready 
to take advantage of the prejudices, or the interests of the Natives. 

The resources, this season, were also affected, by the large Measure* 

, t President 

payment required from trie United Company, to liquidate the Pitt, to wind 
claiins of the London and English Companies ; payments which rate interests 

of the Lon- 

had been retarded, by the obstinacy and ignorance of the Jon Coinp.i- 

ny 5 

Council, though President Pitt determined, against all op- 
position, to bring these separate concerns to a close : — he, 
therefore, submitted, that men should be appointed, qualified to 
act as Members of Council ; “ for though there were two Chairs 
“ then vacant in Councill, they- were just as useful, as the 
** persons who lately filled them.” Under these diflicultics, he, 
however, had dispatched the ship Duchess to England, with an 
investment, estimated at 95,410 pagodas 

Oh the separate aftairs of the London Company, President —and of the 

^ English 

Pitt reported, that he had recovered 5,100 pagodas, due to Company 

4 p 2 them 



MD 


AlfKAXS OF THE HONOftABEE 


CH'Ail^tti. by the (Native Merchants, and bad demanded, and re* 

‘ oeived from the United Company, the sum of 23,977 pagodas, 
(due^^by them, to the London Company, which he had remitted to 
Bengal, arid made applicable to the payment of their debts at 
that Presidency, amounting to 164,449 rupees -that he had 
sent home goods, on their separate account, to the value of 
7,7^2 pagodas ; and that there were still due to them, from the 
Native Merchants, about twenty thousand pagodas, of whicli 
he had received three thousand, and was in expectation of 
recovering five thousand more, but that the remmnder must be 
inevitably lost. 

On the separate affairs of the English Company, President 
Pitt reported, that he had endeavoured to put off the claims of 
the Native Merchants, who were very clamorous for payment, ’till 
the arrival of the next shipping, it being impossible to take up 
money at interest on the English Company’s credit ; and, there- 
fore, though he had received all their accounts, relative to Ma- 
sulipatam and Madapollam, it would be expedient for them 
to send money, or English broad-cloth, to pay off their debts on 
the Coast of Coromandel. 

It would still appear, even in this season, that the Agent 
and Council at Bencooi.en had continued to rely for re- 
sources, as well as protection, on the Presidency of Fort St. 
George ; for they drew, in this year, bills on the Fort, to the 
amount of 54,730 dollars, which, on account of winding up 
the general interests on the Coromandel Coast, bad been re- 
turned protested j but a vessel had been sent with saltpetre and 

bale 
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bale goods, to obtain a return of pepper from that settle- CHAP.iir. 
ment, and twenty-four Topasses, as a reinforcement to the 1707^. 
garrison. President Pitt, in concluding this subject, expressed 
his apprehensions, that Pencoolen was in a perilous situation, 
and wished it might not meet the fate of Banjar-Massin, which 
will be described in the sequel/') 

Tlie Ben GA i- Provinces, at this juncture, were neither ex- Report of the 
posed to invasions by the Mahrattas, nor to the movements of the CoonVii at 
Mogul armies, because the countries between the seat of Empire, political" 

1 t V Y situation of 

and the Ganges, acknowledged the sovereignty ofBahader Shah. Bengal 

Provinces, 

From the Company’s records it appears, that thoush the riffht ac- 

/ ^ a Itnowlevlgcd 

of this sovereign was acknowledged in the Central provinces, Ba^uierShaii 
the Europeans doubted of the permanency of his power, for 
they suspended the giving of bribes to his officers, for grants 
of trade, and did not place any reliance on their protection of 
the Out-factories. 

The United Council, therefore, adopted measures of pi’c- 
caution, only ; for they withdrew the Factories from Cossimbuzar, 
and from Patna, and ordered idl the English down to Calcutta, 
that neither the Company’s servants, nor their property, might 
be exposed to the depredations which always attend civil com- 
motions. 


(1) — Letters from President Pitt and Council at Fort St* George to the Court of Ma- 
nagers of the United Company, lOth October, 22d December 1707> and 22tl January 1707-8. 
— Letters from President Pitt to the Court of the London Company, 6th December 
1707, and 22d January 1707*8. Letters from President Pitt, Mr, Fraser, and Mr. Ha- 

worth, to the Court of the English Company, 6th and 19th December, 13th and 22d 
January 1707-8. 
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Motions. On this occasion, therefore, they deemed it prudent 
1707-8. to withhold, the thirty thousand rupees, which they had 
promised the Duan for his “■ Sunnud,” till such time as 
the Government should be settled, wl)en they would, according 
to circumstances, take the best method in their power to obtain 
grants, or Phirmaunds, from the new Sovereign. 

The only change which appears to have been made, at 
this crisis, was, that the Duan, with whom the United Council 
had been negotiating for a Sunnud,” was raised, by the new 
Emperor, to the rank of Nabob of Orixa. This event rendered 
precaution still more necessary, till it should be ascertained, who 
was the person who might succeed him as Duan, or what views 
this new officer might have, in protecting, or in oppressing, the 
European Companies : —in the mean time, as the authority of 
Bahader Shah seemed to be acknowledged, the United Council 
(as mentioned in the Madras transactions) sent a specimen of 
^he new Emperor’s rupees to Madras, with a recommendation, 
that the silver coined there, for the Factories in Bengal, might 
resemble it, and not give offence to the Native Officers, adminis- 
tering the government in the name of Bahader Shah. Under 
such circumstances, the United Council submitted to the Court 
of Managers, the necessity of strengthening the works at Fort 
William, to protect the encreasing inhabitants of Calcutta, and 
that a supply of fifty pieces of brass cannon would be required 
for this service. 

State of It was at this crisis, that the United Council recommended 

ComVany^i to the Court of Managers, the project of bringing Lahore indigo 

to 
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to Bengal, as a safer and cheaper transit, than sending it to 
Surat; and informed them, that they had dispatched, for Eu- 
rope, the ship Rochester, with an investment estimated at 
60,110 rupees. 

On the separate affairs of the London Company, the Coun- 
cil next reported, that they had shipped, on their account, on 
the St. George, goods to the amount of 54,300 rupees ; and on 
the Rochester, 35,800 rupees ; and that there would remain 
thirty-eight thousand rupees, to clear off, in part, their remain- 
ing debts in Bengal. 

On the separate affairs of the English Company, the Coun- 
cil reported, that Sir Edward Littleton died on the 24th October 
1707 , and that an inventory had been taken of his estate, in 
money and goods, which amounted only to 11,354 rupees, but 
that he was indebted to them, in the sum of 227,572 rupees ; — 
that they had received all the money due by the United Trade to 
the English Company, amounting to 43,302 rupees, which they 
would invest in fine Bengal goods, and send them on tlie next 


CHAP. nr. 

iTofie. 

tnide in Ben« 

gal. 


— of fhe 
separate in- 
terests of ill© 
LonclonCom* 
pany. 


— • of the 

EnglishCota^ 

paiiy. 


ships. ^0 

The favourable accounts which had been received, in the EngiibhCom- 

pany’s ser- 

preceding season, from Banjar-Massin in Borneo, like those, 
in a former year, from Pulo-Condore, were the prelude, only, to 

similar Chinese, 


(l)-^Letters from the United Council in Bengal to the Court of Managers, 1 3th 

October, 24lh December 1 707, and 2Gth January 1 707-8. Letters from theSeparate Conn- 

cil of the London Company in Bengal to their Court ol Committees, 2d January 1 707-8. 

Letters from the Separate Council of the English Company to their Court of Directora, 

17th December 1707« 
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CHAP. HI. similar disasters, with those which that Island had experienced . 

I7w Natives suddenly attacked the English Settlement, on the, 

.. 27 th June 1707> ^nd though they were, at first, .beat off, the 
. . losli of the English, in killed, was so great, that it was with 
difficulty the survivors escaped on board the ships, and, from 
the death of Agent Barr«S, which left them without a superior, 
it was resolved to abandon the place : — ^the Company’s trea- 
sure on board the ships was saved, but the loss on shore was 
estimated at fifty thousand dollars. 

Mr. Cunningham, one of the Company’s servants, who 
had escaped the massacre at Pulo-Condore, and had, for some 
time, been prisoner in Cochin China, from which he had 
proceeded to Batavia, and thence to Banjar-Massin, to 
take charge of that Settlement, ascribed the sudden attack 
of the Banjareiens ” to the instigation of the Chinese, who, 
jealous of the proportion of the trade in pepper which the Eng- 
lish had acquired, foresaw that their fortifications would enable 
them to overawe the inhabitants, and, therefore, persuaded them 
to expel their rival, and, in this manner, put a period to the 
projects of ih termed iate stations, for facilitating the exchanges of 
European and Chinese produce. <•) 

Thecharac- It is memorable, at the close of the Annals of the two 

ters of the , , J ' 

Interlopers Companies, that all the projects of the English Company, in 

the English India, and in China, terminated in disasters and losses, from 

• the 

( 1 )— Letters from Mr. Cunningham to the Court of Directors of the English Com- 
pany, 29 th Apiil and 26 th July 1707.~— Letters from the late Council at Banjar-Massin 
to the Court, 24Ch July 1707 . 
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the, intraiperate proceedings of their Presidents, Sir NicUoI^ 

Waite, Consul Pitt, and Sir Edvrard Littleton ; but, if it be IZW -S- 

Onitipany, 

recollected, that the persons appointed to establish and manage the source of 
their affairs^ were either Interlopers, or servants of the London fortunes. 
Company, who had been dismissed for breach of trust, we 
discover, in the character of the English Company’s Con- 
suls and Presidents, full evidence of the causes which . overset 
their affairs, and of the misfortunes of Sir William Norris, who 
was first deceived, and, subsequently, fell a sacrifice to the jea- 
lousy and revenge of Sir Nicholas Waite, and Consul Pitt. 

Among the domestic measures of this interesting season, we 
have observed the preference given by the Court of Directors of 
the English Company, to bring home the remains of their proper- 
ty, at their ill-fated Settlement at Borneo, on a ship belonging 
to the Separate Stock, expressly hired for this service ; and it 
has occurred, in the Annals of almost every year,’ that on the 
small fund of .§^23,000, which originally belonged to the Proprie- 
tors of the General Society, who refused to become Members, 
or Adventurers, of the English Company, that equipments 
had been fitted out, and trade carried on, if not as a distinct 
Company, at least as Adventurers, independent either of the 
English, or of the London Companies ; and that this concern 
was allowed to remain as such, for three years, under the Act of 
Parliament, the 6th Queen Anne, cap. 17- It is difficult to 
account, on any other principle but the opposition and animosity 
of the two Companies, for the toleration of this trade, and foi 
their not having made applications to have it suppressed, after 

4 Q 
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the Deed of Union, in 1702 : — ^in the progress, however, of 
their afliurs, we find, that the ships of this Separate Stock fre- 
quently became not only the means, by which the property of 
the , servants of both Companies found its way to Britain, 
hut cm which their servants, who had' incurred their dis- 
pleasure, preferred embarking themselves and their effects, 
rather than on foreign vessels, or the ships of either Com- 
pany. It was on one ' of these separate trading vessels (the 
Scipiq} that Sir William Norris, after his’ unfortunate Embassy, 
embarked for Europe, instead of taking his passage on the ships 
of the English Company, which had originally employed him : — 
and, in this season, we find, from the Company’s records, three 
of these Separate Stock ships, the Great and Little London, 
and the "Windsor, at the port of Gombroon, with goods from 
various parts of India, taking in investments of Persian goods 
for India, and for England ; and the same number of these ships, 
freight^ by the inhabitants of Madras, for Bengal, Shrat, 
and Persia; — ^facrtii which sufficaently refute the opinion, that 
the traders on the Separate Stock did not exist, or that this 
stock' was merged in the greater concerns of the Lon^n and 
English Companies, which terminated in their Union. 

The 

( I ) — Letter from the Agent and Council at Ispahan to the Court of the London Com* 
pany^ 2 ath July i 707 **--~ Letters from the President and Council at Fort St. George to 
the Court of Managers 10 th October and 22 d December 1707. 
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The Annals of this interesting season having explidned the Substance of 

the Award of 

sources of the Act of Parliament, which constituted the Lord ‘he e»tI of 

^ Godolphin, 

Treasurer Godolphin, Arbiter of the rights and privileges of the which com- 
, London and English Companies, and empowered him to examine 
and ascertain the reciprocal credits and debts pf both, that the E'lghshCom- 

* ; panics, and 

Union might be perfected under the authority of the Legis- 
lature,^ and the domestic proceedings of the Court of 
Managers, and of the two separate Courts, having disco- 
vered their full acquiescence in this arrangement, we 
prepared to detail, in the provisions of this Award, one of the 
most wise and solid legal decisions, to be , found in the political 
or commercial history of the realm. 

The Award of Sidney, Earl of Godoiphin, Lord High Trea- 
surer of Great Britain, dated the 2yth September was 

introduced with a recapitulation of the powers with which liis 
Lordship had been vested by the Act (the 6th of the Queen, 
cap. 17) by which he was appointed Arbiter, in sdl matters 
between the London and English Companies, and the United 
Company, and that his Award should be held as final and de- 
cisive. 

Having heard all the parties, by counsel, on their ' re- 
spective rights, he decided as follows : — That all debts or 
money due to the Old, or London Company, in India, China, 

4 Q 2 Persia, 
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MV j^d’ alsiM^ km» >bueP'«^«K«^^iiglfeh 
Cotojiariy,’ in ’IilidJa, ^ Oi^ji; fee., ' aiid^‘*ttlig‘^pJitaW«*i^^ 
^Wares^' 'i(M'%erdhWrid} 2 ;e of both Coitn^ankik, l6i^ed'‘t>h"tih^s 
in India^ 'and ivhith might not arrive in the river l^afitbis, hi^re 
thfe Ist'Septembcir I 7 O 8 , should become the stock ur *j[tfti)[>e^ty 
bf the United Company ; — ^that the London Compaiiy thotild 
trdnsfbr to jthe' Queen, by Indenture, under their Cummon ' Seitl, 
all their foreign debts, or debts due to them in India, befhi^^ie 
31st Obtober 1700’, to the intent, that the Queen rAi^f regrant 
the same, within ten days after that date, to the United Coii- 
^ahy;-^lia** after sttch regrant, of ! transfer, by thb‘ Qun^, 
the United Cbihj^ny 'sliduid be liable to pay the Sepafatb'4ebts, 
both of the London and English Companies, in Indiar^'Ihat 'Ss, 
In bn countries Witlnn thie limits of their Charter. ■■■'■' * ’ ' 


'' ' The' Award then proceeded to ascertain the debts dub hy'<ftie 
London and English Companies, on their separate' abdounts^^ln 
India, ^ and decid^ed the manner in which they were hi be liqui- 
dated, that the whole concern might pass cleat into the handsk>f 
the United Company. ' > ' - f nii 

‘ Tile Award found, that the estate and effects of the'LeoinbN 
CoikpANY* would not be sufficient to pay their foreign debtsj^or 
debts in India, to which debts the United Company Would be- 
come liable, from the date of this Award } and, therefbte, 
decreed,' that the London Company should pay 'b^' inSfelifients, 
to the United Company, the sum of ^96,615. 41. ftri.’' - ! 

The Award farther found, that the estate and effects bf> the 
English Company, in India, would eibCeed their Se^i^fe^debls, 

and 





«i4l^J:^ff%e,(i4e«f*«^» that the United Compf^y ,i9fao^|4r?fy 
. thi&;:^uzi|> 2d. to the Directors o^ tlje; , !]^, 0 ^liph 

. .^dinp9ny>«^!>£oit Jthe:,.;i|pfe of their respective me^hers ; |[j;it 
. thoA ^;th0‘; 4pht • due* by Sir Edward Littleton, in 3^^I, 
■ ampmitHig to • 80,437 rupees, 8 annas, was still., to fem^n 
to the English Company, on their additional stocky aqd qot 
^Ito^rhe ad4^ tq<; the;. United Stock, as a d^t iin .tli^ ^q>'^t* 
...lodieUv^rt ; t • 1, 

' I . The Award then proceeded to ascertain the debt^iofjthc 
I^ondon and English Companies,. on their separate accounts, tin 


CH 


B 


dreet-Britaui, and, . in > general, decreed, that , all those debits 
shoiuld be paid and. discharged, by bptb Cpmpani^,. beftu'e.AUc 


. 1st March 1708-9. . . * ( ( 

The Award, then found, that the London Cpnipany were ip- 
;j,debtied,Ao .af.i«(rge amount ip Greait*'i3rilaip,.,a|i4ji;*hprefp*fe> em- 
j . ppwered. them to call on their Adv^upers, i pr (Prpprjptor^ ^to 
liaise fi^l00,000, before the 1st December 1708, and* .^100, 01^, 
before the 1st February 1708-9, and such farther fwii, before 
the 1st March 1708-9, as would be sufficient to clear off tl^ir 
. home debts j and then, taking into view the >»fhich imd been 

. advanced by the London Company, at the Union, to equplife the 
stock. of the two Companies, (or what was termed the Seve^qty 
.poPtCent. additional (Stock,) decided, that when the I^pdon.Cona- 
..psmjSliribnttltLhave raised the first .^1P0,0P0, the Uni,ljcd Copij^.^y 
should repay tp them one-third of the said money,, qr^^^lliopal 
Stock, advanced by them at the Union, for . carrying, .on the 

United Trade } wd, when they, should have.^^^cd. the ^pecof d 

^ 100 , 000 , 

a-fi. 





6?0 

CHAP4II . ^10Q,00Qv anotbei! on^tbird part^ (of- (bp additional. 4 ftock 
should, in like maonwy bcj repaid ^ and they should haye 
raised a aum sufficient defray all their debts in Great-Britain, 
the remainder of the said additi<Hial stock should be repaid, 
with the exception of ^7^,000, which lyas to be reserved, as 
a-security, or penalty, that the London Cqmpwy would surren- 
der all their Charters to the -Queeh, on or before the 25th March 
1709 , \yhich sum, on their failing to make such Surrender, was 
to be forfeited to the United Company, excluding, however, all 
suoh Membei*s of it, as might have been Members of the former 
London Company ; but, in the event of such Surrender being 
made, on or before that day, this sum of ag 70 > 000 > was to be 
vested in trustees, who were to be authorized to pay any re- 
maining debts of the London Company, that might, at that 
'date, be left unpaid ; and should any surplus remain, such 
surplus was to be distributed among the Members of the Lon- 
don Company. 

The Award farther decided, that the London Company, if 
they should think fit, before the day specified for the Surrender 
of their Charter, might assign to the Queen, such debts owing 
to them, in Great-Britain, as they might not be able to get in, 
before that date, to the end that the same might be afterwards 
re-granted to trustees, for their benefit ; — and, lastly, it decided, 
that the London Company should transfer, before the 19th 
March 1708-9, to their separate Members, all such stock, in 
the proportion of their respective shares, as the said Liondon 
Company might have in the stock of the United Company, and 

that 
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that the Members having right to it, should be admited to all the 
privile^s of Members of the United Company. ' 

This Award, proceeding on the authority of the Act of 
Parliament, was to he confirmed, in all its parts, by a Decree Of 
the High Court of Chancery .<’> 

The following interesting authenticated document, signed 
by the Company’s General Accomptant, and his Deputy, dated 
the 29th September I 7 O 8 , will afford the best illustration of the 
preceding Award. 

“ The 


671 
chap, til. 

itSTs. 


This Award 
explained, by 
an authenti- 
cated account 
of the debts 
and credits of 
the London 
Company. 


(i)— -Lord Godolphin'ff Awards dated 29 th September 1708 . (Printed Collection of 
Charters, page 345.) 
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Lonctooy 89th SefMeinber tlOS. 

(signed) “ Sam. Wateus, Jccd. Generali. 
** J. Fletchee, Depity. 
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On the basis of this Award, and of the account subjoined to 
it, the Court of Committees of the London Company, and of .l7w-^* 
Directors of the English Company, closed their separate con- ^ons of Hr 
• cerns, with the following circular letter to all their Presidencies, Conunituc, 

, . of ihe Loii- 

Settlements, and Factories, in India. dun Com- 

pany and of 

“ To all and every persons whatsoever, that have been the nirtiiori 

ot the Eng- 

“ employed in the service of the Governor and Coinpanv of i‘si> Com- 

* " ^ pany, to iheir 

Merchants of London ti'ading to the East-Indies, the English resp^ctiv.! 

Pri'Midcncies 

“ Company trading to the East-Indies, at Port St. George, and 
“ elsewhere on the Coromandel Coast, &c. (Bombay, Surat, 

“ Fort William, &c. &c.) 

“ S”.: — 

“ This serves to inform you, that in the Act ot 
“ Parliament past last Session, for making a further loan of 
“ qt’L200,p00 to the Government, whicli Act went to alJ parts 
“ of India, hy the last shipping, there was a clause empower- 
“ ing the Most Honorable Sidney, Earl of Godolphin, Lord 
“ |,ligh Treasurer of Great-Britain, to settle, by his Lordship’s 
“ Award, the terms of a perfect, speedy, and compleie Union 
between the two Companies ; in pursuance ot which, his I<ord- 
‘‘ sl^ip has made’ and published his Award, and tlieicby diiectcd 
that all the etiects of the Old and New Company, iii all places 
“ wljksoever, within the limits of their Charter, or elsewhere, 

“ tliat were not inn>orted into England, hy the 1st ol September 
“ las*, should be made over and vested in the United Company ; 

and that the Old Company should assign unto Her Majesty, 

“ by lndenture, under their* Common Seal, to he enrolled m 
'ioE. m. “ Chaneery, 
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QHAE.'ni. <« Chancery, all monies owing or ans\4ieftible to tUeoV, beyond 
^ 170 /^. “ the seas, to the end Her Majesty may be pleased' to grant the 
“ same to the United Company, which has been accordingly 
“ complied with; and the New. Company are likewise directed," 
“ that all the debts owing them, on account of their shares, 
“ shall be vested in them, for the benefit of the United Coin- 
“ pany, which will be taken care of in like manner ; and the 
United Company arc to pay all such debts in the East-Indies, 
“ as shall appear to be justly due from either Company, so 
“ that, from the 29th September last, the date of the said 
“ Award, neither the Old or the New Company, on their sepa- 
“ rate accounts, have any thing farther to do, or to be at any 
“ further charge, in the East-Indies, Persia, China, St. Helena, 
“ or elsewhere, beyond the seas, on any account whatsoever, 
“ as we, on our parts, now do, by these presents, write to you, 
“ and all other our Settlements ; and so the New (Old) Com- 
“ pany do and will, on theirs, inform, in like manner, all their 
“ sen’ants employed on their separate affairs ; being the result of 
“ the Award, as to what concerns India, we hereby direct, that 
“ you, on receipt hereof, or so soon after as the first conveniency 
“ will allow you, do give in an account of all debts and demands 
“ whatsoever, owing or due to us, or upon our account, and 
“ make the same over to the United Councill, for the account of 
“ the United Trade ; and that you do also deliver to the said 
“ Council, all our books of accounts, as well the general books, 
“ as those kept by any inferiors, whether the warehouse-keepers, 
“ M’arehouses, store-keepers, pay-masters, mint-masters, charges 

“ generall, 
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^oneFally or any other hooks, which contain any accounts of chap, hi. 
“ (lisbursenicnts, receipts, or payments of our money, or^oods, 
of what nature soever, and also all consultation I)ooks, regis- 
ters of letters received or sent, and all originall Phirmaunds, 

** or other grants from the Country Princes or Governours, and 
** the copys thereof, if you have any, and all other books, 

“ papers, and writings whatsoever, any way belonging to us, to 
** the end recourse may be had thereto by the United Counclll, on 
“ all future occasions ; and that all the goods and effects, what- 
** soever, of ours, be delivered to the said Councill, for the 
“ benefit of the United Company, and do you draw out a list of 
the said particulars, so delivered into the United Council, and 
“ acquaint them, that it is desired they will give a receipt for 
the same, according to that list, and send three of the same 
** tenour, by the shipping, to the United Company, entering also 
the same into their consultation book, at the time when they 
“ gave the said receipt. 

“ Send likewise a list of all that is to or from us, 

** within your Presidency. 

“ We are your loving friends, 

“ (Signed by the Committees and Directors of 
“ the JLondon and English Companies.) 

“ East-India House, January 28, <’> 

The subsequent proceedings, required to fulfill the stipula- Suppiemen- 
tions in Lox'd Godolphin’s Award, though they occurred in the which con>'. 

* prjled tha 

4R2 1 nttcr Union. 

General I.etter» from the Courts of the London and English Companies, to ull 

their Presidencies, Factories, and Settlements, in India, dated 28th Januarjr i/OS-t). 
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CT[AP. III . la!ter part of this, and in the subsequent year, being measures 
1707 -8. which were necessary to complete the Union, and not forming 
any part of the transactions of the United Company, either in 
Britain, or in the East-Indies, require to be brought into view, 
at the conclusion of this. important event, which distinguishes 
the two great Epochas of the Ancient, and of the Modern 
History of tlie Eust-India Company. 

One of the provisions in Lord Godolphin's Award was, that 
the London Conipany'shonld, by Assignment to the Queen, make 
over to Her Majesty, all debts due to them, in Great Britain, 
that Her Majesty might re-assign the same to trustees, for their 
henetit : — this Assignment was made by the London Company 
to the Queen, on the 21st March 1708-9, by a Deed, under their 
Common Seal.(‘> 

A second condition in Lord Godulphin’s Award was, that 
the London Company should, under a penalty of c'^70,000, 
surrender to the Queen, all their Charters, rights, and capacities, 
as a body politic and corporate, as “ the Governor and Com- 
“ pany of Merchants of London trading to the East-Indies, by 
“ virtue of any Charters, Acts of Parliament, or Letters 
“ Patent;” which Surrender was accordingly made, on the 
'22d March 1/08-9, by Deed, under their Common Seal, 
enrolled in Chancery, and accepted by Her Majesty, by Letters 
Patent, dated the 7th May 1709.(2) 

This 

(1) — Doedof Assignment from the London Company to Queen Anne of (he Debts 
«Uw to thorn in Great Britain, 21st March 1/09 9 . (MSS. in Indian Register Office ) 

(2) — Deedof Surrender from the London Company to- Queen Anne^ of all their Charters 

and 



jBAST-lMOIA COMPANY. 

This Deed is illustrated by the following statement, and ex* 
planatory note, of the debts and credits of the London Company, 
made up to the day on which they surrendered their Charters to 
Her Majesty, and ceased to be a Body Politic and Corporate. 

“ The 

and Corporate Capacity, dated 22d March 17O8-9.— Letters Patent accepting the sur- 
render of the Charters of the London Company, dated 7th May ^ 70 g. (Printed Collec- 
tion of Charters, page 36^.) 
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A third provision. in tlie Award of Lord Godolphin was, that chap. hi. 
the London Company should, hefore the 31st October 1708, 1/07-8. 
transfer and assign to the QuCen, all their foreign debts, or 
debts in the East-Indies, to the intent that the same should be 
regranted to the United Company ; and the lA>ndon Company 
having, by Indenture, dated 27 th October I 7 O 8 , made such As-- 
signiiient, the Queen, by Lcttei-s Patent, dated the 22d April 
1709 , signihed her acceptance of this Assignment, and trans- 
ferred and iissigned to the United Company of Mcichauts of 
England trading to the East-Indies, all the debts or sums of 
money owing to tlie London Company, on their separate account, 
in the East-Iiidies, and granted them powers to sue for, and re- 
cover them by E.^chequer process.^’) 

In consequence of these Deeds, when the whole of the 
debts due by and to the London Company, in GrCat-Britain, 
were adjusted, to the time of the surrender of their Charters, . 
tlie Queen, by Letters Patent, dated the 15th August I 7 IO, 
rc-assigned to Sir Jonathan Andrews, and other trustees, any such 
debts that might be subsequently recovered on their account, 
to be divided among the former Members of the London Com-* 
pany, in proportion to their respective shares or interest.^®^ 

If 


)_Letters Patent assigning to the United Company all foreign debts due to the London 
Company^ 22 d April l/Oy. 

Letters Patent re-assigning to Sir Jonathan Andrews and others, in trust, any Debts 

in Great Britain due to the London Company, dated 15 th August 171O. (Primed Collection 
of Charters, Appendix, p. 10 .) 
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CFTAP. Hi. 


RESULTS 


tiom the pre- 
ceding detail 
of events, as- 
rcrrainiiig 
the Com pa- 
tiy’s lights, 
Irom the Re 
volution, 

Hjbb Sth to 
the Union of 
the London 
and Knglihh 
Last- India 
Companies, 
in 1707-8. 


If the results from the Anuiils of the two first periods of 
East-Indiau affairs afforded a connected view of the sources of 
the rights and privileges of the London East-India Company, and 
of the vicissitudes to which they had been exposed, at home and 
abroad, in the exercise of them, the events which occurred, 
from the Revolution, to the Union of the London and English 
East-India (.'ompanies, will authorize a similar series of infer- 
ences, to the period when the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the East-Indies were vested with those 
rights and privileges, which they still continue to enjoy. 

I . — From the preceding review of events it appears ; — That 
if the commercial caution of the London East-India Comp.any, 
during the a:ra of the Revolution (1688) corresponded with 
their character, as merchants, accustomed only to estimate their 
particular rights and their trade, it exposed them to more serious 
attacks than those made on their predecessors; and, in general, 
to the accusation of enjoying an odious monopoly, instead of a 
l egulatcd trade, without leaving them those defences, by which 
their chartered rights, had formerly been preserved : — that this 
accusatif))! was l)lendcd with the legal question, whether privi- 
leges, ])rocccding on a grant from the Crown, w’cre valid, 
without the authoritv of an Act of Parliament, to enforce the 

observance 
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observance of them, and legal opinions were given against the m. 

Company, or that their regulated trade eoxild not proceed, but best/zts. 
on the basis of an Act of the Legislature to sanction it. 

II . — ^That when this question, and the legal opinions on it, 
were promulgated among the mercantile public, a new tield was 
opened to the speculations of the Private Traders or Interlopers ; 
for, in addition to the three descriptions of this class of Private 
Traders (or that of Individuals or Associated Adventurers, 
attempting a direct trade between England, and ports within 
the London Company’s limits, not resorted tx) by them ; that 
of Adventurers, acting under fraudulent connexions with their 
servants ; aiul that of Adventurers, attempting trade to 
India, on British capital, from foreign ports), a fourth 
description now appeai'cd, or that of Privrite Traders, who 
taking advantage of the opinion, respecting the legal source of 
privileges, were bringing forward applications to Parliament, to 
obtain an Act for creating a new East-India (Company, in 
exclusion of that, which, for nearly one hundred years, had 
rested on the only source of privileges then known in the realm, 
and who, under great risks and heavy expences, before unknown, 
had opened and preserved the commercial relations between 
Great-Britain and the East-Indies. 

Ill That besides the encouragement to speculators, 

availing themselves of the public ojiinions on the Constitution 
and Law of the Realm, recourse was had to the analogy ot the 

4 S Dutch 
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CHAP. III . Dutch Kast-lndia Companies, which were divided into different 
jti:svLrs. Cliainbers, all carrying on the Kast-India trade, by authority of 
the States General ; and as each of these Chambers had been 
prosperous, it was inferred, that the experiment ought to be made, 
of establishing more than one Association, for carrying on the 
trade to the East-Indies, on separate and distinct principles ; and 
that this plan would tend to the eiicrease of the navigation, and of 
the commerce of the kingdom : — ^This analogy was, however, soon 
overset, when, on enquiry, it was found, that the Constitutions of 
the Dutch and English East-lndia Companies were different ; 
the one, being connected with the Constitution of the States 
General, the other, a distinct commercial corporation, only, 
which neither could have such connexion, nor any pretensions 
beyond looking for protection, from the established Government 
of their Country, and which, for ten successive years, had been 
making ineffectual applications to Parliament, for an Act, upon 
which to rest all their chartered rights and privileges, that they 
might resist speculators, who sought to subvert them, without 
being supported, cither by the credit, or by the experience which 
they possessed. 

//< — That, from the Accession of King William, till the 
Treaty of llyswick, in 1697> J^nd while their opponents in Eng- 
land wei’e only forming their plans, the London Company had 
been exposed, at home, to heavy charges in their equipments, 
and in the provision of their cargoes, from the rise of prices 
incident to war : — that they had experienced heavy losses by the 

capture 



BAST-INUIA COMPANY. 


683 


capture of their shipping, which losses had tended to lower their chap. iif. 
credit, and, in many instances, to lessen the reliance of their results. 
own Proprietors, on the stability of the concern that, al)road, 
they had, at the same time, been exposed to heavier lossc.s, 
by the oppressions of the Native Powers seeking compensa- 
tions from them, for the captures made of their vessels by 
Intel lopers, who had become pirates, or associated with pirates, 
professedly such, fitted out in America and the West -Indies, 
and sailing under British colours; and that, from the state 
of the war in Europe, the Company neither possessed the 
means of fitting out fleets to extirpate the pirates, nor could 
obtain a squadron of King’s ships for this service, and, thus, 
to the evils arising from domestic speculation, they hail to 
experience those originating in foreign weakness ; and, in fact, 
that though the Peace of Ryswick had been concluded, to 
balance, indeed, the Powers of Europe, it left the East-India 
Company, without provision being made to define the relative 
rights of their European rivals, or enemies, in the East -Indies. 

— ^'Fhat after the Treaty of Ryswick was concluded, 
and the expences of the war were to be provided for, the 
London Company trusted the Legislature would have lei- 
sure to listen to their repeated applications, for an Act to 
confirm their Charter, and to give powers to the (.'rown 
to extend their privileges, as well as to afllnd them military 
and naval aids, to re-establish the British character at li:c 
principal scats of trade within their limit.s, particulaily on 

4 S 2 the 



684 


AKNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


C HAP, in . the East and West Coasts, and in the centre of Hindostan ; in- 
SESULTS stead, however, of having those reasonable expectations fulfilled, 
or the large sum which they offered to advance to the State ac- 
cepted, a larger sum was offered, by an Association of Private 
Traders, who obtained, in return, the Act of 1698, establishing 
the General Society, as the legalized rival of the London East- 
India Company : — and thus, instead of relief, the natural reward 
of commercial, as well as of political services, the habitual oppo- 
nents of the rights and trade of the London Company were 
established as a new Association, to whom, at a short distance 
of time, were to be transferred those Factories, and that trade, 
which the enterprize and industry of a century had created, and 
which the experience of that century, alone, could preserve, or 
maintain. 

yj . — ^That the principle upon which the General Society 
approached Parliament, though it participated, in character, 
with those of each of the classes of Interlopers which have 
been described, was more specious, and, therefore, more 
popular than any of them ; or, that the trade to the East- 
Indies would proceed on a stock of ^^2,000,000, and thus have 
all the advantages of the London Company’s credit: but as 
each individual Proprietor was to be allowed to carry on a 
separate trade, to the extent of his share in the stock, this 
principle, in fact, was that of an Open Trade ; — ^that this 
apparent advantage was combined with the large sum of 
.^2,000,000, offered to be advanced for the public service, which 
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induced Parliament to pass the Act for establishing the General chap. in. 
Societi/ for 'Trade to the Ea^tt-Indies ; — and that, in the short results. 
space of two days after the privileges of the London Company 
were overset, this General Society, laid aside, with very incon* 
siderable exceptions, the practicability of individuals carrying 
on trade, each on his separate proportion of stock, and 
obtained from the King, a Charter, on the basis of this Act of 
Parliament, for establishing the Eugluh Company, who were to 
carry on their trade on a Joint Stock, in the same manner, 
and under similar regulations, as the London East-India 
Company. 

VII . — ^That the London Company, in their own language, 
instead of sinking under this accumulation of evils, had re« 
course “ tvifh a true Ilomun Courage,” to tlie only effectual 
means of repelling them : they examined the strength of their 
opponent in stock, and purchased so large a proportion of it, 
as to be able to ascertain, and to counteract his projects ; — they 
increased their own funds by large subscriptions, and, on these, 
added to their equipments, and to their exports and imports ; — 
they excluded this rival Association from their Factories and 
seats of trade, being real property, which they had cither pur- 
chased with large sums, or privileges which they had obtained 
with larger ; — they placed their foreign Settlements under the 
controling power of a Governor General, with instructions 
(natural to merchants) to hear down on their riv;il in the market, 
by the magnitude of their European sales, and of their Indian 

purchases ; 
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CHAP. Il l, purchases ; and not contented with these exertions, obviated, 
HEsvLTs. by equipments to the China Seas, his pretensions to com- 
merce in countries within their limits, which their hitherto 
heavy charges had not enabled them, but contingently, to 
visit ; — and, finally, selected such of their servants, as were most 
di.stinguished for probity and experience, to resist the pretensions 
of rivals, who had been selected from the old Interlopers, to 
introduce a commerce, and to establish settlements, in ports 
already occupied, not only by the London Company, but by the 
(J'ompanies of the other European nations. 

T^I [[ — That the English Company, on the contrary, 
having triumphed over the London Company, in the warfare 
for rights, in England, anticipated a corresponding triumph in 
the East-Indies: — Instead of attempting any new commercial 
arrangements, they merely copied those which the London 
Company had practised, adding the powers of King’s Consul 
to that of President, in their three projected establishments 
at Surat, Masulipatam, and II uglily; and gave to the persons 
whom they had appointed to manage their concerns, as a general 
in.struction, to depress the London Company’s trade and settle- 
ments, by representations to the Native Powers of their having 
been dissolved by the King, for their improper conduct : — 
♦ hat the servants of the Phiglish Company insinuated to these 
Powers, that the London Company were secretly connected 
with those pirates, whom they openly pretended to reprobate, 
and so satisfied was the King of England of their improper 
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proceedings that he had sent a special Ambassador (Sir 
William Norris) to the Mogul, to solicit Phirmaunds, hj ^ sults . 
for the introduction of trade into all the countries within 
his dominions ; and that the English Company were, in 
fact, the only instruments through whom an extensive com- 
merce could be established, between England and the East- 
Indies. 


/X— That the effect of this impolitic establishment of two 
rival Companies, in England, on the Presidencies and Factories 
of the London Company, in India, was, to abridge the commer- 
cial eflbrts of their servants, in the exercise of those rights and 
privileges which they had purchased, for valuable considerations, 
and were maintaining, at an annual great cxpcnce ; to lower, 
by competition, the price of British produce in the Indian 
markets, and to raise the price of that Indian produce, which, 
hitherto had constituted their investments; to expose their 


servants, in such stations as had not been fortified, to 
arbitrary imprisonment, and their piopeity to seizure and 
confiscation ; and, finally, to owe their safety to the employ- 


ment which the Mogul and Hindoo armies found, the one, 
in preparing for a civil war for the Succession, when the 
death of Aurungzebc should vacate the Throne, the other, 
for resisting their Mogul masters, and to rc-assert and recover 


their ancient independence. 


X— That 
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chaejiii. — That the effect of these events, at home and abroad, 

REsvi.rs. on the English Company, was, that though they had borne 
clown, and triumphed over the London Company’s privileges, 
in England, by furnishing larger resources to the State, this 
superiority was neither calculated to introduce, nor to establish 
new seats of trade in India ; for to the Native Powers, of 
every description, the distinction between the two Companies 
was unintelligible ; and though the Agents of the English Com- 
pany might be vested with, and assume higher rank, in Britain, 
than the Agents of the London Company had done, this 
rank could not be comprehended by the Native Powers and 
States, who could only form an opinion of the comparative 
merits of the competitors in trade, by the appearance of 
power which each possessed, or the magnitude of their pur- 
chases in the Indian markets : — that having had experience of 
the power of the London Company, in their fortified stations, 
and of the magnitude, as well as the probity of their dealings, 
they conjpared them with the prices for privileges which the 
servants of the English Company offered, and with the inferior 
goods, and stock, which they introduced into the markets ; and 
though, for a time, the Natives hesitated, from the application 
for greater privileges from the Mogul, by an Ambassador, yet 
the delays in obtaining the Phirmaunds, rendered them doubtful 
of the issue, while the absurd adherence to the forms of Eu- 
ropean diplomacy, by this Ambassador, terminated, not only 
the pretensions to superior authority in the English, over the 
London Company, but had nearly ruined the existence of the 

trade 
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trade of both, and must have had this effect, had the adminis- 
tration of Aurungzebe been as vigorous at the close, as it was at rmsults. 
the commencement of his reign. 

That when the events, which marked the progress of 
the competition between the two Eiist-India Companies, became 
known in Britain, it was perceived, but too late, that this com- 
petition must inevitably terminate in the bankruptcy of the one, 
or of the other ; and this consequence soon became perfectly 
obvious to the mercantile part of the community, who decided, 
that the Company, whose stock was rapidly sinking in value, 
and whose commercial funds could only be buoyed up, for the 
moment, by subscriptions, must certainly experience the same 
fate as their depreciated credit. 

XII. — ^I'hat though commercial opinions, for a time, may 
be influenced by specious projects, the test of experience uni- 
formly unveils the illusion, and restores practical men to more 
solid decisions ; for the English Company had scarcely begun to 
exercise their rights in England, when they discovered, from the 
depreciation of their stock and credit, that the popular preju- 
dices against monopolies (out of which they had arisen) were 
turning against them; and, like Courten’s Association, the 
Assada Merchants, and the Merchant Adventurers, that they 
could find safety, only, in a coalition with the Joint Stock of the 
London East-India Company. 

4 T 
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A'///.— That 
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CHAP.m. 


Jir///i-»That this jrnbUc; opioioo, foiwiW 04 «ip«ra6i»ee, 
MssuzTS. necessarily ioflvenced the;issQlatio»s <^.the X<^r^atnre»< (VKtMffh 
continued the corporate capacity 'oT Xondon- r-w piftny, - 
after the expiration of the term specified in* the Act" estab- 
lishing the English Ck>mpany, and thus gave them a consti- 
tutional basis, equal in principle, if not in extent, to their 
opponents j an event which, at last, brought foni^ard the Deed, 
or Indfenture Tripartite, of 1702, which obliged the London and 
English Companies to accede to an Union, and thus, once more, 
by equalizing their stocks, restored the regulated commerce of 
an East-India Company. 


XIV^. That though this Indenture Tripartite terminated 
the competition between the two Companies, it was not attended 
with the precautions required for speedily adjusting their oppos- 
ing interests, because it allowed to each, a specified time to wind 
up their separate affairs, without imposing an adequate con- 
trol over their proceedings r—that though the London Com- 
pany, both at home and abroad, fulfilled their part of the 
obligation, the English Company, from the habits of Private 
Traders, or Interlopers, prolonged the time, at home, and, by 
an improvident continuance in the system of oppressing the 
London Company’s servants, abroad, exposed them to losses,. an*d 
their servants to sufferings ; — that Bombay, the fortified seat of 
trade, was placed in imminent danger of being conquered by 
the more powerful Native Chiefs ; and though Fort St. George 

protected 
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prdtjectild'tb^ prtilj^fty an^ the servants of the London Company, chap, hi . 
on the ConOmandel CoaSt^ and, ultimately,' became an asylum to besvlts. 
the trade andi servants of both Companies, it was because the ad« 
ministration of it was entrusted to the predecessor of the immortal 

' ft ^ 

Mr. Pitt, who, like him, acted on public principles only and 
that the trade in Bengal, and the stations in Sumatra, from 
which, since the' expulsion of the English from Java, the market 
had been principally supplied with pepper, were preserved, from 
their connexion with Fort St. George. 

V « 

Xt ^. — ^That the impracticability of completing the Union, 
while the separate interests of the two Companies were to be 
adjusted by themselves, led to the Act, the 6th of Queen Anne, 
which compelled both to appeal to the Lord High Treasurer, 
Godolphin, whose able Award terminated, upon fair and just 
terms, that competition, which plausible theories of commerce, 
and the improvident establishment of opposing Companies, had 
so unhappily begun ; an Award, which took away from each, the 
possibility of recourse to expedients for maintaining separate 
interests, and, in itself, recognized, as by law it was authorized 
to do^ all the privileges which the grants of the Crown had 
given to the London Company, and all the rights which the 
English Company had derived from an Act of Legislature, and 
combining both, confirmed the corporate capacity of The Ukited 
Company op Merchants op England trading to the 
East*Indies. 
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III. XVI . — ^From the wliole of these Annals Jit appears, that 
RESULTS, the United Company, as recognized by the Award of Lord 
Godolphin, are vested with all the rights of the London and 
English Companies, and that they have been declared, ,by law, 
to be entitled to the Dead Stock, which the Indenture Tripartite 
had ascertained : — ^That the value of this Dead Stock was, how- 
ever, at the time, estimated rather with a view to a compro- 
mise, than deduced from the actual expenditure of the London 
Company, in purchasing their Settlements, or in giving valuable 
considerations to the Native Powers, for grants of privileges, or 
from the annual charges for presents, and bribes, to those 
Sovereigns, and to their Governors, to allow them the quiet 
possession of their seats of trade, in the undefended Factories : 
— ^That these sums, or expenditures, constituted, also, a large 
part of the Dead Stock, which cannot be estimated, even by the 
indefinite computation of many millions, but to which the United 
East-India Company have an undoubted right, on the principles 
of the Constitution, and of the Laws of England : — ^That the 
actual value of this Dead Stock of the United Company has 
been encreased, by the advances which they have made to the 
public, by the sums paid as revenue from their commerce, and 
by the civil and military charges of acquiring and preserving their 
seats of trade ; and, even at this early time, to those seats of 
trade must be ascribed the valuable exchanges between Britain 
and India, and subsequently, in a still greater proportion, the 
circuitous exchanges with China: — ^That, therefore, to whatever 
'magnitude the Dead Stock of the United Company may, since 
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that time, have been extended, it cannot be taken from them, chap, hi . 
should the lliegislature, after the experience of two centuries, results. 
again give way to any similar speculations for East-India com- 
merce, with those which have been proved to be impracticable, 
or to any hazardous theories of general trade, without, in 
justice, and in equity, giving to the United Company of Mer- 
chants of England trading to the East-Indies, a full compen- 
sation for their Dead Stock, and for the charges of acquiring 
and preserving those territorial possessions, which have extended 
the limits of the British Empire, and so largely contributed to 
the encrease of its navigation and commerce. 


THE END. 


LONDON: 

Ptinted hy Cox, Sun, and Baylii, 
Great Gueen Sucet. 









